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Objectives of the Course:

This course is designed for the scholars enrolled for the Ph D programme with an aim
to enhancing their critical thinking and developing analytical ability for pursuing
higher research in the domain of social sciences. The course would introduce the
scholars to the growing importance of the select new frontiers of research in social
sciences and its relevant methodological debates and innovative academic
interventions with an emphasis on South Asia with special reference to Northeast
India. One of the key objectives of the course is to motivate scholars to take up
interdisciplinary research and also encourage participation in the course across
disciplines. At the end of the Semester, it is expected that scholars would be equipped
to develop innovative ideas and critical thinking cutting across disciplinary boundary.

Total allotted credit: 4

Method of Conducting the Course: Topic specific Lectures and Presentation & Discussion
(Term Paper/ Book Review/ Review Article/ Commentary/ case studies).

References/ Reading Materials: Extensive recommended reading lists are mentioned in the
Course with a view to facilitating a comprehensive idea about the dynamics of select new
frontiers of social science research. The reading list is also prepared in order to support the
scholars for developing the academic paper which is mandatory for the course.

Assignments: Scholars are expected to submit minimum two assignments for the course
which is mandatory along with the midterm evaluation.

Assignment -1: Term Paper: Each scholar must write an academic paper on any of the
specific topic within the prescribed course contents for presentation and discussion.)

Assignment -2: Book Review / Case Studies / Commentary/Review Article (any one):
Each scholar should review a book from the Recommended list of references for the course.

Evaluation: Mid Term/ Assignment and End Semester Examination



Unit- 1;

Social Science Research: Plurality of Approaches and Methods

Method of Enquiry: Traditional to Scientific

Deconstruction and Post truth Intervention in Social Science

New frontiers in Political Research: Methodological interdisciplinarity and pluralism
Academic Writing and State of Social Science in Northeast India

oo o

Recommended Readings:

Porta, Donatella della and Keating, Michael, 2008. Approaches and Methodologies in the
Social Sciences: A Pluralist Perspective, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Kuhn, Thomas S. 1970. (second edition) The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, Chicago
:The University of Chicago.

Fuller, Steve. 2018 . Post-Truth: Knowledge as a Power Game , London: Anthem Press.

Dijkum, Cor van. 2001. ‘A methodology for conducting interdisciplinary social research’,
European Journal of Operational Research 128 (2001) 290-299.

Cuevas -Badallo, Ana and Labrador-Mpntero, Daniel, 2020. Democracy and Inquiry in the
Post-Truth Era: A pragmatist Solution, Studia Humanitatis — Universidad de Salamanca.

Sarker, N. L., etc.all. 2018. ‘Determination of Interdisciplinary Relationship among Political
Science, Social sciences and Public Administration: Perspective of Theory and Practice’ ,
Discovery , 54(273), September 1,.

Tobi, Hilde and Kampen, Jarl K., .2018.‘Research design: the methodology for
interdisciplinary research framework’, Qual Quant , 52:1209-1225.

Bhattacherjee,A., 2012. Social Science Research: Principles, Methods, and Practices,
University of South Florida: Scholar Commons .

Lockie , Stewart, 2017. ¢ Post-truth politics and the social sciences’, Environmental
Sociology, 3:1, 1-5.

Leledakis, Kanakis, 2000. ‘Derrida, Deconstruction and Social Theory’, European Journal of
Social Theory 3(2):175-193.

Huutoniemi, Katri. 2015. ‘Interdisciplinarity as Academic Accountability: Prospects for
Quality Control Across Disciplinary Boundaries’, Social Epistemology, 30:2, 163-185,

DOI: 10.1080/02691728.2015.1015061

Committee on Facilitating Interdisciplinary Research, 2005. Facilitating Interdisciplinary
Research. Washington D. C: The National Academies Press.



D’Costa, Bina. 2006. ‘Marginalized identity: new frontiers of research for IR?” in Feminist
Methodologies for International Relations (ed.) by Brooke A. Ackerly et.al.. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press / DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/CB09780511617690.009, pp
129-152.

Miller, T. R., T. D. Baird, C. M. Littlefield, G. Kofinas, F. Chapin, Ill, and C. L. Redman.
2008. Epistemological pluralism: reorganizing interdisciplinary research. Ecology and
Society 13(2): 46.

Nongkynrih, A.K. 2013. ‘Social Science Research in Northeast India: The Position of
Sociology’, The NEHU Journal, Vol XI, No. 2, July 2013, pp. 1-18..

Unit -2:

Sub-nationalism, National Security and Conflict Management

National identity, Sub-nationalism and Ethnonational Conflict

National Security: Traditional and Non-traditional Security Challenges
Citizenship, NRC and CAA: Emerging Debates in Northeast India

New approach to Peace and Conflict Management: Perspective from India

oo oe

Recommended Readings:

Chandra , Kanchan, 2006. ‘What is Ethnic Identity and Does it Matter?’, Annual Review of
Political Science , Vol. 9:397-424.

Smith , Anthony D.,1991. National Identity , London: Penguin Books.

Taras, Raymond C. and Ganguly, Rajat,. 2016. Understanding Ethnic Conflict , London :
Routledge .

Fearon, James D. , Laitin, David D. 2003. ‘Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War’ , The
American Political Science Review, Vol. 97, No. 1. (Feb.) 75-90.

David A. Lake and Donald Rothchild,1996. ‘Containing Fear: The Origins and Management
of Ethnic Conflict’ International Security , Fall, Vol. 21, No. 2 (Fall) 41-75.

Horowitz, Donald L. 1993. ‘Democracy in Divided Societies’ Journal of Democracy,
VVolume 4, Number 4, (October) 18-38.

Horowitz, Donald L. 1985. Ethnic Groups in Conflict, Berkeley: University of California
Press.

Lijphart , Arend, 2004‘Constitutional Design for Divided Societies’, Journal of Democracy,
Vol 15, NO 2( April) 96-1009.

Kaufman, Chaim,1996. ‘Possible and Impossible Solutions to Ethnic Civil Wars,
International Security, VVol.20, No.4,136-175.


https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511617690.009

Fearon, James D., Laitin, David D.2000 ‘Violence and the Social Construction of Ethnic
Identity’ , International Organization , VVol. 54, No.4 ( Autumn ) 845-877.

Gurr, Robert Ted,2016. Why Men Rebel, London: Routledge.
Keane,Jhon, 2004. Violence and Democracy , Cambridge: Cambridge Universality Press .

Sen,Amartya ,2008. ‘Violence. Identity and Poverty’, Journal of Peace Research, VVol. 45,
No. 1,5-15.

Tharoor, Shashi, 2020. The Battle of Belonging: On Nationalism, Patriotism, and What it
Means to be Indian, New Delhi, Aleph Books.

Kymlicka, Will, 1995. Multicultural Citizenship: A Liberal Theory of Minority Rights,
Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Balibar, Etienne,2015. (Eng.Ed.) Citizenship (Translated by Thomas Scott-Railton), UK:
Polity Press.

Suan, H. K. K. 2021. ‘Autonomy and the territorial management of ethnic conflicts in
Northeast India’, Territory, Politics, Governance, (online) DOI:
10.1080/21622671.2021.1884591

Wallensteen, Peter. 2002. Understanding Conflict Resolution : War , Peace and the Global
System. London: Sage Publications.

Jarstad, Anna et.al. 2019. ‘Three approaches to peace: A framework for describing and
exploring varieties of peace’, Umed Working Papers in Peace and Conflict Studies, no 12

https://www.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:1375816/FULLTEXTO02.pdf

Raghavan, P.S. 2019 * The Evolution of India’s National Security Architecture’, Journal of
Defence Studies, Vol. 13 ( 3), 33-52.

Bajpai,Kanti et. al. (eds) . 2014. India’s Grand Strategy: History , Theory and Cases . New
Delhi: Routledge .

Bajpai , Kanti, 2007. ¢ Pakistan and China in Indian Strategic Thought’, International
Journal: Canada’s Journal of Global Analysis. Autumn , 805-822.
https://doi.org/10.1177/002070200706200406

Hilali. A. Z. 2001."India’s Strategic Thinking and Its National Security Policy’, Asian Survey, 41:5,
737-764.

Mahanta, Nani Gopal.2021. Citizenship Debate over NRC and CAA: Assam and the Politics
of History. London : Sage Publications

Baruah,Sanjib.2001. India Against Itself: Assam and the Politics of Nationality, New Delhi:
Oxford University Press.

Baruah, Sanjib.2021. In the Name of Nation: India and Its Northeast. Stanford: Stanford
University Press.



Unit -3:

Ecology, Conservation and Governance

Political Ecology as an Emerging frontier of Study

Conservation of Critical Ecology and Neoliberal Development

Environmental Security

Transboundary Environmental Governance: Perspective from South Asia /Northeast
India

oo o

Recommended Readings:

Perreault, Tom; Bridge, Gavin and McCarthy, James.,eds. 2015. The Routledge Hand Book
of Political Ecology , London: Routledge .

Keil , Roger; Bell, David V.J.; Penz, Peter and Fawcett, Leesa, eds . 1998. Political Ecology
: Global and local. London: Routledge.

Springate-Baginski , Oliver and Blaikie, Piers, eds. 2007. Forests, People and Power The
Political Ecology of Reform in South Asia , London: Earthscan.

Stott , Philip and Sullivan, Sian. eds. Political Ecology: Science, Myth and Power, London:
Arnold.

Bryant, Raymond L.ed. 2015. The International Handbook of Political Ecology, UK: Edward
Elgar Publishing Limited.

Peet, Richard ; Robbins, Paul; and Watts, Michael, 2011. eds . Global Political Ecology,
London : Routledge .

Bryant, Raymond L. and Bailey, Sinéad, 1997. Third World Political Ecology , London:
Routledge .

Forsyth, Tim, 2003. Critical Political Ecology The politics of environmental science,
London: Routledge.

Boggs, Carl, 2012. Ecology and Revolution Global Crisis and the Political Challenge, New
York: McMillan Palgrave.

Biersack , Aletta and Greenberg, James B. 2006. eds. Reimagining Political Ecology ,
Durham & London: Duke University Press.

Barnett, Jon, 2001. The Meaning of Environmental Security: Ecological Politics and Policy
in the New Security Era, London: Zed Books.

O’Nell,Kate , 2009. The Environment and International Relations , Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.



Elliott,Lorraine, 2004. The Global Politics of the Environment, New York : McMillan
Palgrave.

Homer-Dixon, Thomas F., 1994. ‘Environmental Scarcities and Violent Conflict: Evidence
from Cases’, International Security , Vol. 19, No. 1 (Summer), 5-40.

Chellaney, Brahma, 2011. Water : Asia’s New Battle Grounds, \Washington, D.C:
Georgetown University Press.

Baruah, Sanjib , 2001. ‘Clash of Resource Use Regimes in Colonial Assam: A Nineteenth-
Century Puzzle Revisited’, The Journal of Peasant Studies, VVol.28, No.3( April)109-124.

Vagholikar, Neeraj, 2010. ‘Dams and Environmental Governance in North-east India’,
Kalpavriksh

Chatterjee, S., 2008. ‘Biodiversity conservation issues of Northeast India’, The International
Forestry Review , Vol. 10, No. 2, (Special Issue: The Indian Forest Sector - Current Trends
and Future Challenges),315-324.

Wouters, Jelle J.P., ‘Neoliberal Capitalism and Ethno-Territoriality in Highland Northeast
India: Resource-Extraction, Capitalist Desires and Ethnic Closure’, Geopolitics, DOI:
10.1080/14650045.2020.1812581

Unit -4: Borders and Borderlands

Studying Borders in Social Sciences: Meaning and Approaches

Globalisation and Territorial Sovereignty

Political Borders: Perspective from South Asian region

Borderlands and Transnational Interactions: Perspective from Northeast India

oo o

Recommended Readings:

Paasi, Anssi,2012. ‘Generations and the ‘Development’ of Border Studies’, Geopolitics,
10:4, 663-671

Brunet-Jailly , Emmanuel , 2005, ‘Theorizing Borders: An Interdisciplinary Perspective’,
Geopolitics, 10:633-649.

Rumford, Chris, 2006. ‘Introduction: Theorizing Borders’, European Journal of Social
Theory 9(2): 155-169.

Scott, James W., 2019. ‘Border Regions’ , The Wiley Blackwell Encyclopaedia of Urban and
Regional Studies, John Wiley & Sons Ltd.

Hossain, Ashfaque , 2013. ‘The Making and Unmaking of Assam-Bengal Borders and the
Sylhet Referendum’ , Modern Asian Studies, Vol. 47, No. 1 (JANUARY ), 250-287.



Kolossov, Vladimir, and Scott, James, 2013. ‘Selected conceptual issues in border studies’,
Belgeo, 1, 1-19.

Ansell, Christopher K. and Weber, Steven. 1999. ‘Organizing International Politics:
Sovereignty and Open Systems’, International Political Science Review Vol. 20, No. 1, 73-
93.

Nardi, Dominic J. 2008 . ¢ Cross-Border Chaos: A Critique of India’s Attempts to Secure its
Northeast Tribal Areas Through Cooperation with Myanmar’, SAIS Review of International
Affairs, Vol. 28, NO. 1, (Winter-Spring) 161-171.

Shahriar, Saleh, 2020. ‘India’s Economic Relations with Myanmar: A Study of Border
Trade’, Journal of Borderlands Studies, (Online ) DOI: 10.1080/08865655.2020.1816202

Tripathi, Dhananjay, 2015. ‘Interrogating Linkages Between Borders, Regions, and Border
Studies’, Journal of Borderland Studies (online), DOI: 10.1080/08865655.2015.1042010

Vumlallian , Zou and Kumar, Satish . 2011.‘Mapping a Colonial Borderland: Objectifying
the Geo-Body of India's Northeast’, The Journal of Asian Studies , VVol. 70, No. 1, 141-170.

Gogoi,Dilip, 2020. Making of India’s Northeast: Geopolitics of Borderland and
Transnational Interactions , London: Taylor and Francis .

Kolossov, Vladimir and O'Loughlin, John . 1998. ‘New borders for new world orders:
territorialities at the fin-de-siecle,” GeoJournal, VVol. 44, No. 3, 259-273.

Rasmussen, M. B., & Lund, C., 2017. ‘Reconfiguring Frontier Spaces: Territorialization and
Resource Control’, World Development Vol. xx (online)
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2017.0

Roluahpuia, 20 19. “Whose border is it anyway? Control, contestation, and confluence in
Indo-Myanmar borderlands’, Contemporary South Asia, (online) DOI:
10.1080/09584935.2019.1701631

Guha, Pradyut and Mohapatra, Rangalal, 2016. ‘Intensity and Pattern of Border Trade in
India’s Northeast’, Foreign Trade Review , vol .51(3) 248-265.

Schendel, Willem van ,2005. The Bengal Borderland: Beyond State and Nation in South Asia
. London: Anthem South Asian Studies


http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2017.0
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Content of the Course work

Core Course L+T+P: 3+140=4

Recent Advances in Political Science

Unit-1: Contemporary Political Theory
(a) Libertarianism and Communitarianism
(b) Debates on Development and Green Political Theory
{c) Debates on Diversity, Plurality and Multiculturalism

(d) Post-Modernism, Structuralism, Post-Marxism -

Unit-2: International Relations D 61

(a) Theorizing International Politics : Justice in War; International Justice: Global
Justice

(b) Transnational Feminist Politics : Politics of Feminism; Feminists organizing
around Human Rights; Feminist Politics and Anti- Globalization movement:
Gender and Development

(c) International Political Economy : Capitalism and Post-Colonial World: Global
Trade, Poverty and Inequality

(d) Conceptualizing Globalization : Transnational Global Movement; Network
Society; Nation-Sate encountering Globalization

Unit-3: Public Administration
. (a) Development Administration



TRT———"

(b)

Administration in Developing Countries

(c) Globalizati
e 'zation and Challenges before Development Administration
(d) Public Choice Theory

Unit-4: Contemporary Issues |

(a) Human Development and Human Security

(b) Human Rights in Contemporary World : Issues and Challenges

(c) Environment and Sustainable Development

(d) Ecological Citizenship

Recommended Readings--

1.

9.

Sabine, G, (1946) A History of Political Theory, London, George G. Harrap And
Co. Ltd

Gerald F. Gaus & Chandran Kukathas (2004) Handbook of Political Theory, Sage
5. Held, David (1989) Political Theory and the Modern State: Essays on State,

Power and Democracy, Maya Polity, New Delhi.
6. Hoffman, John & Paul Graham (2007) Introduction to Political Theory,

Pearson Education, Delhi

7. MclLellan, Gregor et al (1993) (edited) The Idea of the Modern State, Open

University Press, Buckingham
Andrew Heywood, Global Poiitics, Palgrave Foundations, 2011.

John Baylis, and Steve Smith, The Globalization of World Politics, Oxford

University, New Delhi, 2007.

8. M. Griffiths and T. O’Callaghan International Relations: The Key Concepts.

London, Routledge, 2002.

9. Robert Jackson and Georg Sorensen, Introduction to International Relations:



1 Mahajan, Gurpreet.2002. The

Multicultural path: Issues of Diversity and

Discrimination In Democracy. New Delhi: Sage.

- 29¢hs, Wolfgang (ed) (2010), The Development Dictionary: A Guide to
“nowledge as Power, Zed Books,

4. Dobson, Andrew (1995)

, Green Political Thought, 2 nd Edition, Routledge
Publications.

24 5. Baker, Susan (2006), Sustainable Development, Routledge Publications.

Special Papers

Western Political Traditions L+T+P: 3+1+0=4

Unit-1: Classical Traditions ( I

Political Philosophy of Ancient Greece: Socrates, Plato and Aristotle

Unit-2: Modern and Liberal Traditions

Machiavelli and Spirit of Renaissance

Hobbes, Locke and Rousseau: Social Contract- From Absolute Sovereignty to
General Will

Unit-3: Utilitarian and Idealist Traditions

Jeremy Bentham: Utilitarianism

J.S. Mill: Modifications of Benthamite Utilitarianism
Immanuel Kant: Moral Freedom

Hegel: Civil Society and State

Unit-4: Marxist and Contemporary Liberal Traditions



Karl Marx and Lenin: Diale

Antonio Gr

Ctical Materialism, Class Struggle, Revolution

amsci: Hegemony, Civil Society

Louis Althusser: Ideological State Apparatus

Rob - .
ert Nozick and Fredrick Hayek: Libertarianism and Neo-liberal State

Recommended Readings—

1.

Wolff Jonathan (2006) An Introduction to Political Philosophy. Oxford
University Press.

Mukhopadhyay, AmalKumar(1988) Western Political Thought — From Plato to
Marx. K.P Bagchi& Company, Calcutta

Hallowell, J.H(2006) Main Currents in Modern Political Thought, Surjeet

Publications, New Delhi.
Kowlakowski, Leszek(1981) Main Currents of Marxism: Its Origins, Growth and
Dissolution. The Breakdown, Oxford University Press, Oxford.

Kymlicka, Will.(1990)Contemporary Political Philosophy: An Introduction,

Oxford, Clarendon.

Mukherjee, Subrata&RamaswamiSushila(1999) A History of Political Thought-
Plato to Marx, New Delhi, Prentice Hall.

Mohanty.M(1978) The Political Philosophy of Mao Tse-Tung, Mac.Millan , New
Delhi.
Plamenatz, John.(1976) Man and Saciety: A Critical Examination of Some
Important Social and Political Thinkers from Machiavelli to Marx, Longman,
London
Leon P. Baradat, Political Ideologies: Their origin and Impact Prentice-Hall, New

Delhi,2008.



