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Climate Change Adaptation: Examining the Issue with an Anthropological Lens

The adversities of global warming and climate change, continue to offer challenges to the world com-
munity necessitating multi-pronged action requiring restraints on one hand and global action to support
the vulnerable countries/communities on the other. The international fora like the UNFCCC which work
as a global platform for action have been consistently working for the past 28 years towards allowing
ecosystems to adapt naturally to climate change as well as to enable economic development to proceed
in a sustainable manner. However, it has often been criticized to be grossly ineffective in addressing the
issue of such a serious nature due to multinational power politics. The phenomenon of climate change
has an obvious global and macro dimension but its impacts are necessarily felt and faced at the local
and community level and therefore the community-based climate change adaptation has acquired an
added importance in recent times. The inputs from the subjects like anthropology in identifying indige-
nous knowledge-based alternatives are to be seen as important measures in confronting the newly
emerging challenges. For example, the extreme events with special reference to climate-related events
have been moving beyond the traditional areas which hitherto were not experiencing these in the past.
The areas coming under the influence of extreme heat, forest fire, floods and droughts are showing their
presence in new areas. For instance, the extreme heat is killing many people in Europe and America,
which never used to be a case in past. Such instances are seen in many areas of the world. In such situa-
tions, the indigenous knowledge-based experience of the communities can be transferred to areas where
such extreme events are newly emerging. Similarly, the anthropological knowledge, methodology and
theoretical insight, it is argued, can be very valuable in the global community’s efforts towards climate
change adaptations.
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