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Per-
sonal Elegy

Alfred Lord Tennyson,1809-
1892
Arthur Henry Hallam

Emilia Tennyson

In Memoriam
A.H.H.

I hold it true, whate’er befall,
I feel it when I sorrow most,
‘Tis better to have loved and lost
Than never to have loved at all.
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“—Yet is remembrance of those virtues dear
Yet fresh the memory of that beauteous face-
Still they call forth my warm affection's tear,
Stil my heart retain there wanted place.”

—Lord Byron
“—True—has forced thee from my breast
Yet in my heart thou keepest thy seat
There, there thine image still must rest
Until the heart shall cease to beat.”

—Lord Byron
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Frances Lucy

Ah, love, let us be true
To one another¯ for the world, which seems
To lie before us like a land of dreams,
So various, so beautiful, so new,
Hath really neither joy, nor love, nor light,
Nor certitude, nor peace, nor help for painÊ,
And we are here as on a darkling plain
Swept with confused alarms of struggle and
flight,
Where ignorant armies clash by night.
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Ten thousand saw I at a glance,
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.

The waves beside them danced, but they
Out-did the sparkling waves in glee.
A poet could not but be gay,
In such a jocund company.
I gazed—and gazed—but little thought
What wealth the show to me had brought.
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….. Poetry is the spontaneous overflow
of powerful feelings. it takes its origin from
emotion recollected in tranquillity.

 Having thus explained a few of the rea-
sons why I have written in verse, and why I
have chosen subjects from common life, and
endeavoured to bring my language near to
the real language of men, if I have been too
minute in pleading my own cause, I have at
the same time been treating a subject of gen-
eral interest, and it is for this reason that I

request the Reader's permission to add a few
words with reference solely to these particu-
lar poems, and to some defects which will
probably be found in them.

IN MEMORIAM A.H.H., Alfred Lord
Tennyson

Let us be true’/ Matthew Arnold

Daffodils/ Wordsworth


