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>  î SV

A K 2CC\)/i?,'^on\\ -  Ankita Am itahh Baruah >8o

4 *  fw°f fT® W . Priyakshi Oas. Wi'̂ f

4* ® î5#  ̂s V

4* S ltf!^  ^

4 “ <5'5s



5|^£J x5T<^5Wfi^

fe* i I ^  ^  ^ 5 rrf^ ft? n  f w

9 \ m  q c ^  ^ m \  ^< i c ^  c ^ w M w ^  ■?’̂

f%?ra’ i

W  ‘Jf’̂ 'S ^  '^^fv

' . ^ f e  ̂  * r r w

I c ^ i f e  aurfw*^ ^  ^  ^  ^

C ^  I * 1 W  ^  ^  ( 7 0  C 5 H 1

C*n1^^ ^  ^ rfe  ^Kf m i l t ’̂  * ffeH (^

^  ^  C f f ^

^  I j%^s ^

<R^ ^  ^ % H  1 ^ '? n fl

w  c*^!^ > n ^ T %  c®ferf^*H^ ^ « f  i

^  ^  w ^ " v ^  StlTI ^-TR— r ^  1 O T  ^  ^ “n-̂ JH *nW ^

(?m t^  ®r̂ '5t‘̂

^  c2i^]r5H f w ^  ^

C^^fffl^T'^'l'l. O s l^ f lw w

r.'^ t '^ .i^ ! > !W ff^  ^?r^ '(X ^R t;^

’ fte  ^ cm I

\ g2 m r

^ l i



' ^

^  " s r t ^

( T T f ^ i t ^ ^ l ’

^sfeU ^iT ltf^ 'G  % 1 ^  f r o  

m  f e ^ t  1%ft?i ^ ? W s i  °̂Nsrm 

% r : ^  ^ r1 % f^  ^ r m  ^Km~<

>f5[m  c w ^ 5 i ^^*1

^ 1 ^ 5 1  f g ^

(T sn^  f f e t  c ? ^ -^ f t^

C? W iW  

25 ife^  ^ i f e i ‘6  s f f ^ i

r.33%.^t^?:^ ! ^K=i

« H ^ s w  TO  w % n 2 # ^

^  % ?I

3£Tf^^^ # l w

^ w s f ] ^  T O  c ^ '

»HX5W5" '§T®^ C<i

M f ^  c^

5jfl w r c ^

9 f |tW f W ;^ ! ^ffvi ^SR^H f e  G5

T̂B>*

^ f l ^  C m ^ C ^ n ^ lfe i'8 'S]\^-^ 

C W  tw Ĉ l ^r'H
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^  ^*Jtl ! % t  ’‘l l ^

t^icvs ^

C T O ^  m \ ^  ^  fR :^  ( 7 R # [ ’ ^snt^
>i^iii|i>j<)isi^ I ̂ e f® ^  ? n 1 ^  ifi'&f ^  -

^<)W '^'sr'^^t<l«!l l ^ s i t f ^

I ' m ^

(7R ^  ^  ^srfef^T^rR w i j t ^  I

^ w  1 % W f  ^  

f^^sw sf®  ^  's r tJ#  '5 1 1 ^ ^  ?) 1% ?^

^ sn f^  C‘̂ C<l5'S?̂  C®ff̂  Rc^ I ̂ -^ > f\ ^ t^ ,'5 l^ 'S rH t^ 1t^

C«Tt ,̂ *̂ ^<)t t̂tRC‘̂ lft ̂ \£ H ^  ̂ 's rw l C^Wl

"TO '^ttli^ i% ?W  

W lW f  2 1 ^  I ̂ 5R % itT O  W « m  ̂ 5?% ̂ ^S|5B



b'^4'1^ \s5?U 'il’CI

^  <?o

W n*! I F I  ’ f t e l  t W  C ^  W 4  

2 1 ^  CT ^ ' S ^ -  

5̂ft3£T?f m^:
’ lt^«tt% w j ¥ \  ^^ftsil^'

^ tf^  ^5#H
cm
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I i?R ^  1 ^ « f ’ I 
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'?f^<T'SK ■d'^^ tik W 'i ■snc^f^ T<^4 f?n tt^ .

f̂f̂ 5■̂ p1̂  ̂ \ 1̂ '*̂ ' '^1'^'^,



^7^ ■>57̂ ’ < ^ ^7 ^  ?!l7r̂

a'^T?  ̂c ^ n  ^  f c*fRr'^r<^[fi^^-.'

■ ff* ^  ^  '> |j^^ '^^  

■<fn i%f1%i^ 1 C'^fR' '̂^iffi^ fi'^r.gi, ^lirMiFifk

i :̂rj<jlffl«f C?l^f

‘ff'siTrR

CM<  ̂P ^RI i l t  5fp7i<r[Tf-̂  -^f-^

2 )1 % ^  ^:-n ^  1 >RT'E^̂ ' ^ ‘=t 1̂ 1

ifft # j  ^ ] ? n  ‘siifif £-
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Ĉ Ĉ C®i Ĉ C,̂ C«1 ^ f id s i  IWf^Wl^<p'CpiJl^(^*Tl^

<tsC«1'Sf 'i|R<l'^«l I * f \1 w  '̂ PTSfW ^

1 % n :^  (»r®t I's ^  ^ 'S H  «̂î D

f e i  I m

■5̂ !̂  I >t^?iC'o ^  ^<H'^

' l^ 'S ftW C ^  'io -

i  ^ ^  <F''i>P^lW 4>W'fe? <1'St»1 <p1̂ C«1 I 1 w f ^

^  I ; £ l f ^  > P M t W  1 % ^  ^  ’ *1’# ^  < t > C W
^  W i W ' Q ^  ̂ 511% I C^'Q^



^  (71—
^5[H?»f1^ ^ 5 p i^  ^ l ^ f i l l W C ^  I

Wo m  ^si^
9fff)^ vBPÎ CTtSf ^ i^ 5 f  G 6 l ^

^  I ^  'sff^ R :^  c R ^ iw < .^  ^ w f  m

^ n f ^ . . .  r

w i w  *m1  ̂ t^ R :^ —  ‘w i ^  '5 f7 [j^ ^  
WtI7?|5FR >i^F?I ^ £ f i ^  <li(,<r)vSr'f ^  ^

^1% ^  * tf^  ■JTŴ f
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SLPEs IN ASSAM  
THE PRESENT STATUS

Dilip Kumar Bania
F o r m e r  P r in c i p a l ,  C o t t o n  C o l l e g e

S ta te  L e v e l P u b lic  E n te rp r is e s  o r p u b lic  se c to r, u n d e rta k in g s  h a v e  a  b ig  ro le  to 

p la y  in  th e  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  c o u n try  in  g e n e ra l an d  th e  sta te s  in  p a rtic u la r . 

F ir s t , in  a  m ix e d  e co n o m y  lik e  th e  o n e  w e  h a v e  in  In d ia , S L P E s  a re  e xp e c te d  to  p la y  th e  

ro le  m o d e l fo r  th e  p r iv a te  e n te rp rise s  to  e m u la te . S e c o n d ly , S L P E s  a re  e xp e c te d  to 

s e rv e  th e  s o c ia l in te re s t an d  m o ve  in to  a re a s  w h ic h  a re  o fte n  n e g le c te d  b y  th e  p riv a te  

se c to r b e cau se  o f lo w  p ro fita b ility  (e x te n d in g  p u b lic  tra n sp o rt to  rem o te  a re a s , fo r  in s ta n ce , 

m a y  n o t b e  a  p ro fita b le  b u s in e ss  p ro p o s itio n  b u t is  e x tre m e ly  n e c e ssa ry  in  p u b lic  in te re s t .) 

T h ir d ly , in  a  re so u rc e  -  h u n g ry  eco n o m y , th e  p u b lic  e n te rp rise s  a re  e xp e cte d  to  g e n e ra te  

su rp lu se s  to  su p p le m e n t th e  to ta l in v e s t ib le  re so u rc e s  o f  th e  sta te .

I t  is  a  m a tte r o f  g re a t c o n c e rn , h o w e v e r, th a t th e  S L P E s  in  A ss a m  a re  n o t in  th e  

p in k  o f  th e ir  h e a lth . S o m e  o f  th em  a re  o n  th e  w a y  to  liq u id a t io n , m a n y  o th e rs  a re  in  th e  

re d  an d  v e ry  fe w  h a v e  tu rn e d  o u t to  b e  p ro fit-m a k in g  o n e s . O u t o f  a  to ta l n u m b e r o f  38  

S L P E s  in  A s s a m , d u rin g  th e  y e a r  2 0 0 9 -1 0 , e le v e n  e n te rp rise s  e a rn e d  p ro fit  o f ?  6 8 .1 2  

c ro re  an d  25  o th e rs in c u rre d  a lo s s  o f ?  1 4 7 .8 4  c ro re . T h e  h ig h e st p ro fit  m a k in g  e n te rp rise  

w a s  th e  A s s a m  G a s  C o m p a n y  L im ite d  e a rn in g  a  p ro fit  o f ?  3 1 .2 3  c ro re  fo llo w e d  b y  th e  

A ssa m  E le c t r ic it y  G r id  C o rp o ra tio n  L im ite d  w ith  a  p ro fit  o f ?  1 9 .6 4  c ro re . T h e  m a x im u m  

lo ss  m a k in g  e n te rp rise s  w e re  th e  C e n tra l A ssa m  E le c t r ic it y  D is trib u tio n  C o m p a n y  L im ite d  

( ?  3 8 .9 1  c ro re ), A ss a m  In d u s t r ia l D e v e lo p m e n t C o rp o ra tio n  L im ite d  ( ?  3 0 .8 2  c ro re ) 

a n d  A s s a m  S ta te  T ra n s p o rt C o rp o ra tio n  ( ?  2 3 .5 0  c ro re ). I t  is  a lso  n o te w o rth y  th a t th e re  

a re  10 n o n -w o rk in g  c o m p a n ie s  w ith  a rre a rs  o f  a c co u n ts  c o v e r in g  a  p e rio d  o f  o n e  to  

tw e n ty  se v e n  y e a rs . D u rin g  2 0 0 9 -1 0 , o n ly  2  o u t o f  th e se  10  n o n -w o rk in g  e n te rp rise s  

h a v e  su b m itte d  in fo rm a tio n  o f  e xp e n d ittire  to  th e  C o m p tro lle r and  A u d ito r G e n e ra l (C A G )  

o f  In d ia . I t  m a y  be re c a lle d  th a t U n d e r S e c tio n  6 1 7  o f  th e  C o m p a n ie s  A c t , 1 9 5 6  th e  

a cco u n ts  o f  th e  sta te  g o ve rn m e n t C o m p a n ie s  a re  au d ite d  b y  S ta tu to ry  A u d ito rs  ap p o in ted  

b y  C A G . A  g o v e rn m e n t co m p a n y  is  d e fin e d  a s  o n e w h e re  n o t le s s  th an  51  p e r ce n t o f  

th e  p a id -u p  c a p ita l is  h e ld  b y  th e  g o v e rn m e n t. T h e  te n  n o n -w o rk in g  g o v e rn m e n t 

co m p a n ie s  a re  A ss a m  T a n n e rie s  L im ite d , In d u s t r ia l P a p e rs  (A s s a m ) L im ite d , A m tro n  

S e n  E le c t ro n ic s  L td . A s s a m  S p u n  S ilk  M ills  L t d ., A ss a m  P o ly te x  L t d ., A s s a m  S y n te x  

L t d ., A s s a m  S ta te  W e a v in g  a n d  M a n u fa c tu rin g  C o m p a n y  L td . A s s a m  an d  M e g h a la y a  

M in e ra l D e ve lo p m e n t C o rp o ra tio n  L t d ., C a c h a r S u g a r M ills  L td . and  F e rtic h e m  L im ite d . 

T h e  to ta l a c c u m u la te d  lo s s  o f  th e se  10  co m p a n ie s  fo r  th e  y e a r en d ed  31 M a rc h  2 0 1 0  

sto o d  a t ?  1 2 7 8 .5 2  c ro re .

S e t a g a in s t th e  to ta l in v e s tm e n t m ad e in  th e  sta te  e n te rp ris e s , th e  d a ta  re la t in g  to  

th e  f in a n c ia l p o s itio n  o f  th e  e n te rp rise s  d o  n o t m a k e  a  h a p p y  re a d in g . T h e  to ta l sta te  

in v e s tm e n t in  a ll P S U s , w o rk in g  an d  n o n -w o rk in g , w a s  ?  2 7 4 7 .7 2  c ro re  as o n  M a rc h  3 1 ,

ISO



2 0 1 0 . O u t o f  th is  ?  2 6 7 3 .4 0  c ro re  w e re  in v e s te d  in  

th e  w o rk in g  and  ?  7 4 .3 2  c ro re  in  th e  n o n -w o rk in g  

S L P E s , i.e , 9 7 .3 0  p e r c e n t in  w o rk in g  an d  2 .7 0  p e r 

c e n t in  n o n -w o rk in g  e n te rp r is e s . In  2 0 0 9 - 1 0 , th e  

m a x im u m  a m o u n t o f  s ta te  in v e s tm e n t w a s  in  th e  

p o w e r se c to r (5 3 .3 2  p e r c e n t) fo llo w e d  b y  o th e rs  

(3 7 .8 0  p e r c e n t) , m a n u fa c tu rin g  (5 .8 7  p e r c e n t) and  

fin a n c e  (3 .0 1  p e rc e n t ) .

I t  is  h e a rte n in g  to  n o te  th a t th e re  h a s bpen a 

sh a rp  f a l l in  th e  lo s se s  in c u rre d  b y  S L P E s  w h ic h  is  

la rg e ly  e x p la in e d  a w a y  b y  th e  f a l l in  th e  a m o u n t o f  

lo s se s  o f  th e  p o w e r se c to r. F ro m  a  h ig h  o f  ?  1 0 1 1 .2 8  

c ro re  o f  lo s s  o f  th e  p o w e r se c to r in  2 0 0 6 -0 7 , th e  lo s s  

ca m e  d o w n  to  a  lo w  o f ?  5 1 .9 0  c ro re  in  2 0 0 9 -1 0 .

In  a re so u rce -s tra p p e d  e co n o m y  su c h  a s  p u rs , 

th e  re tu rn  to  in v e s tm e n t m ad e a ssu m e s tre m e n d o u sI
s ig n ific a n c e . I t  is  th is  ra te  o f  re tu rn  th a t ca n  e n su re  

p lo u g h in g  b a c k  o f  in v e s tm e n t. H e re  th e  p e rfo rm a n ce  

o f  th e  S L P E s  is  u n e n v ia b le . P e rc e n ta g e  re tu rn  o n  

c a p ita l e m p lo y e d  d u rin g  th e  p e rio d  2 0 0 4 -0 5 ,2 0 0 9 -1 0  

w a s  as f o llo w s :

2 0 0 4 - 0 5 :( - )  3 0 .1 8

2 0 0 5 - 0 6 :( - )  6 9 .5 3

2 0 0 6 - 0 7 :( - )  6 4 .8 0

2 0 0 7 - 0 8 : (- )  5 .9 4

2 0 0 8 - 0 9 :( - )  2.11
2 0 0 9 - 1 0 ; (+ ) 2 .8 2

W h a t n e e d s to  b e  e m p h a s ise d  is  th a t th e  ra te  

o f  re tu rn  in  a ll th e  c a te g o rie s  o f  S L P E s  h a s b een  

d is c o u ra g in g . T h e re  a re  th re e  c a te g o rie s  o f  S L P E s  

in  A s s a m -c o m p a n ie s , C o o p e ra tiv e s  a n d  S ta tu to ry  

b o d ie s . T h e re  a re  2 6  co m p a n ie s , 6 c o o p e ra tiv e s  to d  

6 s ta tu to ry  b o d ie s  a l l a d d in g  up  to  3 8  S L P E s  in  th e  

s ta te . O f  th e se  th re e  c a te g o rie s  o f  S L P E s  6 a re  in  

th e  s e rv ic e  s e c to r (e .g ., A s s a m  P o w e r G e n e ra tio n  

C o rp o ra tio n  L td . o r A P G C L ) , 4  a re  in  th e  trad e  se c to r 

(e .g ., A ssa m  G o ve rn m e n t M a rk e tin g  C o rp o ra tio n  L td . 

o r A G M C ) , 4  a re  in  th e  w e lfa re  se c to r (e .g ., A ss a m  

P la in  T r ib e s  D e v e lo p m e n t C o rp o ra t io n  L t d . o r 

A P T D C ) , 10  a re  in  th e  p ro m o tio n a l s e c to r (e .g ., 

A ssa m  In d u s t r ia l D e v e lo p m e n t C o rp o ra tio n  L td . o r 

A ID C ) , 12 a re  in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  se c to r (e .g ., A ssa m  

T e a  C o rp o ra t io n  L t d  o r  A T C )  a n d  2  a re  in  th e  

c o n s tru c t io n  s e c to r  (e .g ., A s s a m  P o lic e  H o u s in g  

C o rp o ra tio n  L td . o r A P H C ) to ta llin g  u p to  3 8  S L P E s  

in  a ll.

4  S L P E s  a re  p e rfo rm in g  w e ll (A G C L , A rt fe d , 

A P C L  an d  A s s a m  C o -o p e ra tiv e  Ju te  M ill  L td . o r 

A C J M ) . In  16  S L P E s , th e  p e rfo rm a n c e  is  im p ro v in g  

(e .g ., A P G C L ) ; 8 a re  o n  th e  lo s in g  s id e  (e .g ., A E G C L  

o r A ssa m  E le c t r ic ity  G r id  C o rp o ra tio n  L td .) ; 3 o f  them  

a re  c o m in g  u n d e r f in a n c ia l c lo u d  c o v e ra g e  (e .g ., 

A S D C  fo r  O B C  o r  A s s a m  S ta te  D e v e lo p m e n t 

C o rp o ra tio n  fo r  O B C ) ; in  4  th e  r e v iv a l p ro c e ss  is  

u n d e rw a y  ( e .g ., A L P C L  o r  A s s a m  L iv e s t o c k  &  

P o u ltry  C o rp o ra tio n  L t d .)  and  A S E B  is  b e in g  w o u n d  

u p .

Q u ite  a  n u m b e r o f  fa c to rs  a re  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  

th e  p o o r p e rfo rm a n c e  o f th e  S L P E s  in  A s s a m . T h e  

f ir s t  fa c to r to  b e  n o ted  is  la c k  o f  a c c o u n ta b ility  and  

tra n sp a re n c y  in  th e  w o rk in g  o f  th e  S L P E s . E v e ry  

p u b lic  b o d y  is  to  a cco u n t fo r  it s  d e c is io n s  and  a c tio n s . 

C A G  R e p o rts  a re  re p le te  w ith  a n y  n u m b e r o f  

in s ta n c e s  o f  n o n - fu lf illm e n t  o f  a c c o u n ta b ilit y  

o b lig a tio n s  b y  th e  S L P E s . L a c k  o f p ro p e r v e r if ic a t io n  

b e fo re  re le a s in g  p a ym e n t to  th e  c o n tra c to r, p a ym e n t 

fo r  m a te ria ls  a g a in s t fa ls e  c e rt if ic a te s  o f  re c e ip t o f  

m a te ria ls  a re  o n ly  som e o f the g ro ss v io la tio n s  re ve a le d  

in  th e  C A G  R e p o rts . S e c o n d ly , w ro n g  p la n n in g  and  

im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  p ro je c t is  a n o th e r fa c to r th a t is  

e a tin g  in to  th e  v it a ls  o f  th e  S L P E s . C o n tro lla b le  lo se s  

h a ve  b eco m e u n co n tro lla b le . T h ird ly , c a p a c ity  b u ild in g  

o f th e  p e rso n n e l e m p lo y e d  in  th e  3 8  S L P E s  le a v e s  

m u ch  to  be d e s ire d . T h e  e n te rp rise s  a re  e m p lo y in g  

3 2 7 8 1  p e rso n n e l b u t th e  tra in in g  im p a rte d  to  th em  is  

la c k in g  a n d , in  m o st o f  th e  c a se s  w h e re  it  is  d o n e , th e  

tra in in g  is  no t b ased  o n  tra in in g  needs a n a ly s is . W ith o u t 

n eed  b a se d  tra in in g  the d eg ree  o f p ro fe ss io n a lism  and  

w o rk  c u ltu re  co n n o t b e  ra is e d . F o u rth ly , in  m a tte rs  o f  

t ra n s fe r an d  p o s tin g  o f  th e  M a n a g in g  D ire c to r  u n d u e  

p o lit ic a l in te rfe re n ce  is  to  b e  a vo id e d . P e rfo rm in g  M D s  

sh o u ld  b e  ad eq u a te ly  re w a rd e d . F if th ly , th e  im p o rtan ce  

o f  c o n s ta n t  e v a lu a t io n  a n d  m o n ito r in g  o f  th e  

f u n c t io n in g  o f  th e  S L P E s  c a n  h a r d ly  b e  

o v e re m p h a s ize d .

In  th e  m a rk e t- fr ie n d ly  In d ia n  e co n o m y  to d a y , 

th e  ro le  o f  the S L P E s , p a rt ic u la r ly  th o se  in  th e  w e lfa re  

se cto r, h as b eco m e m o re , and  n o t le s s , im p o rta n t to d ay. 

I f  th e  g o v e rn m e n t s e c to r d o e s n o t p e rfo rm  w e ll, 

th e  s o c io - e c o n o m ic  in e q u a lit ie s  w i l l  g e t 

fu rth e r a g g ra va te d  an d  a ll ta lk  ab o u t in c lu s iv e  g ro w th  

w i ll  b e  m e a n in g le ss .

'Si
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D a m s a re  co n stru c te d  fo r  h u m a n  b e n e fits . I t  is  v e ry  im p o rta n t in  o u r li f e . D a m s 

a re  u se d  fo r  p ro d u c in g  h y d ro e le c tr ic ity , th e se  a re  a lso  u se d  fo r  p ro p e r u t iliz a t io n  o f 

w a te r, p ro d u c tio n  o f  h y d ro - e le c tr ic ity , ir r ig a tio n  an d  n o w -a - d a y s  e v e n  u se d  fo r  f is h e r ie s . 

A lth o u g h  th e y  h a v e  p ro v e d  v e ry  u s e fu l fo r  h u m a n  ra c e , b u t in  so m e w a y s  it  is  b e lie v e d  to  

d is tu rb  th e  b a la n c e  in  e c o sy ste m  an d  a lso  th e  b io d iv e rs ity  in  n a tu re .

B io d iv e rs ity  is  th e  d eg re e  o f  v a r ia t io n  o f  li f e  fo rm s  w ith in  a  g iv e n  e c o sy ste m , 

b io ra e  o r  an  e n tire  p la n e t. B io d iv e rs it y  is  o n e  m e a su re  o f  th e  h e a lth  o f  e c o sy s te m s . L if e  

on E a rth  to d ay  co n s is ts  o f  m a n y  m illio n s  o f  d is tin c t b io lo g ic a l sp e c ie s . “ B io lo g ic a l d iv e rs ity ”  

o r “ b io d iv e rs it>  ”  c a n  h a v e  m a n y  in te rp re ta tio n s  an d  it  is  m o st c o m m o n ly  u se d  to  re p la c e  

th e  m o re  c le a r l) ' d e fin e d  an d  lo n g  e sta b lish e d  te rm s, sp e c ie s  d iv e rs ity  an d  sp e c ie s  r ic h n e s s . 

B io lo g is ts  m o st o fte n  d e fin e  B io d iv e rs it y  a s  th e  to ta lity  o f  g e n e s , sp e c ie s  an d  e c o sy ste m  

o f  a  re g io n

G lo b a l b io d iv e rs ity  in  r iv e r  and  r ip a r ia n  e c o sy ste m  is  g e n e ra te d  an d  m a in ta in e d  b y  

g e o g ra p h ic  v a r ia t io n  in  s tre a m  p ro c e sse s  an d  f lu v ia l d is tu rb a n c e  re g im e s , w h ic h  la rg e ly  

re f le c t  re g io n a l d iffe re n c e s  in  c ;lim a te  an d  g e o lo g y . E x te n s iv e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  d a m s b y  

h u m a n s h a s  g re a tly  d am p en e d  th e  se a so n a l an d  in te r-a n n u a l s tre a m  f lo w  v a r ia b ilit y  o f  

r iv e r s , th e re b y  a lte rin g  n a tu ra l d y n a m ic s  in  e c o lo g ic a lly  im p o ita n t f lo w s  on  co n tin e n ta l to  

g lo b a l s c a le s .

B ig  r iv e r  d a m s c a n  h a v e  a  se rio u s  im p a c t o n  b o th  a n im a l an d  p la n t b io d iv e rs ity . 

T h e re  a re  a  n u m b e r o f  d iffe re n t m ig ra to ry  p a tte rn s  o f  r iv e r -  d w e llin g  sp e c ie s . T h e s e  

in c lu d e  th e  w e ll k n o w n  an a n d ro m o u s fis h e s  e .g . sa lm o n  an d  h ils a  an d  ca ta d ro n o u s fis h e s  

su ch  a s  e e ls . D a m s b lo c k  th e se  m ig ra tio n s  to  v e ry in g  d e g re e s . T h e  b lo c k a g e  o f  f is h  

m o ve m e n t u p stre a m  c a n  h a v e  a  v e ry  s ig n ific a n t  an d  n e g a tiv e  im p a c t o n  f is h  b io d iv e rs ity . 

M o re  th a n  2 0 0  s to c k s  o f  a n a n d ro m o u s , P a c if ic  s a lm o n id s  h a v e  b e c o m e  e x t in c t . 

H y d ro e le c t r ic ity  d a m s in  th e  A m a z o n  b a s in  h a v e  h a lte d  th e  lo n g  d is ta n c e  u p stre a m  

m ig ra tio n  o f  s e v e ra l sp e c ie s  o f  c a tfis h e s  an d  in te rru p te d  th e  d o w n stre a m  m ig ra tio n  o f 

th e ir  la rv a e . O n  th e  A ra g u a in -  Y a c a n tia  R iv e r  b a s in , B r a z i l , s e v e ra l sp e c ie s  o f  m ig ra tin g  

c a tf is h  h a v e  b een  d ra s t ic a lly  re d u ced  in  a b u n d an ce  as a  re s u lt  o f  b ig  d a m s. C a tc h e s  in  

th e  d o w n stre iu n  f is h e r ie s  h a v e  b e en  re d u ce d  b y  7 0 % .

T h e re  h a s b een  d ra m a tic  d e c lin e s  in  m ig ra to ry  sp e c ie s  su ch  a s  la m p re y s , stu rg e o n s 

sa lm o n  an d  c lu p e id s  in  E u ro p e a n  r iv e r s . O th e r f is h e s , th e  s o -c a lle d  re s id e n t o r no n- 

m ig ra to ry  f is h e s  w h ic h  p e rfo rm  in -s tre a m  m o vem en ts a lso  re q u ire  a tte n tio n . T h e se  in c lu d e  

th e  E u ro p e a n  n iin n o w , P h o x io u s  p h o x in u s , th e  Jap an e se  s c u lp in , C o ttu x  p o U us, th e  g ra y lin g , 

T h y m a llu s  th y m a llu s  an d  B a lo n 's  ru ffe , G y m n o c e p h a lu s  b a lo n i.

A  r iv e r  is  a lso  a  o n e w a y  sy s te m  fo r  m o llu s c s , a s  m a n y  m o llu s c s  ca n  o n ly  m o ve  

d o w n stre a m  b y  d ra ftin g  o r b e in g  d is lo d g e d  b y  flo o d  re v e rts  an d  m o ve d  d o w n stre a m .



I
R iv e r s  h a v e  a lso  

b e en  re g a rd e d  a s  th e  

o n e  w a y  t r a n s fe r  o f  

m a tte r  d o w n s t re a m .

R e c e n t ly , th e re  h a s  

b e e n  g re a te r

a p p r e c ia t io n  th a t  

m ig ra tin g  sp e c ie s  c a rry  

n u trie n ts  u p stre am . T h e  

co n trib u tio n  o f n u trie n ts 

fro m  b o th  A lla n t ic  and  

P a c i f ic  S a lm o n

c a r c a s s e s  h a s  b e e n  ,,, *

lin k e d  to  r ip a r ia n  tre e  —  - -

g ro w th . B ig  r iv e r  d am  re d u c e s  th is  m o v e m e n t o f  

n u tr ie n ts , th u s e ffe c tin g  r iv e r  e c o sy ste m s .

R e s e rv o ir s  tra p s  su sp e n d ed  p a rtic le s  re d u c ir lg  

tu rb id ity  d o w n s tre a m . T h e  tu rb id  w a te r h e lp s  to  

c o n c e a l th e  f is h  an d  o th e r b io ta  fro m  v is u a l p re d a to rs  

lik e  b ird s . W h e n  n o rm a lly  tu rb id  w a te r b e co m es c le a r 

b e lo w  d a m s , th e  in d ig e n o u s  s p e c ie s  m a y  f ir td  

th e m se lv e s  a t a  d isa d v a n ta g e . S e d im e n t b o rro w in g  

s p e c ie s  m a y  f in d  th e m s e lv e s  a t a d is a d v a n ta g e . 

S e d im e n t b o rro w in g  sp e c ie s  m a y  fin d  th e ir  h a b ita t h as 

d im in is h e d . F lo o d  p la in  e c o sy ste m s an d  d e lta s  n ia y  

n o  lo n g e r b e  re p le n ish e d  b y  th e  a n n u a l tra n sp o rt o f  

s e d im e n t. S ilt  an d  in c re a se d  tu rb id ity , a b o ve  n a tu ra l 

le v e ls , c a n  in te r fe re  w ith  p r irn a ry  p ro d u c tio n .

L a rg e  O rg a n ic  D e b ri o r L O D  w h ic h  c o n s is ts  

o f  b ra n c h e s  an d  tre e  tru n k s  th a t f a ll in to  th e  r iv e r  

b e ca u se  o f  ag e s to rm s , b e a v e r a c t iv it y  an d  e ro d ed  

b a n k s  a lso  p la y  a  c o m p le x  ro le  in  c re a tin g  h a b ita t e .g . 

th e y  d iv e r t , s lo w  an d  sp ee d  u p  c u rre n t f lo w , th e y  

s h e lte r a  v a r ie ty  o f  b io ta  fro m  c u rre n ts  an d  p red ia to rs 

an d  c re a te  fe e d in g  s ta tio n s . D a m s ta n d s to ’ s e iv e  o u t’ 

L O D . T h e  lo g s  a n d  b ra n c h e s  m a y  b e c o m e  

m a te rlo g g e d  an d  s in g , d r if t  o n to  th e  sh o e  o r a re  

re m o v e d  b y  b o o n o s o r o th e r s y s te m s  d e s ig n e d  to  

p ro te c t tu rb in e s . I f  th e  in te g r it y  o f  d o w n s tre a m  

e c o sy ste m s is  to  b e  m a in ta in e d , th en  L O D  in p u t m u st 

be su sta in e d .

W a te r re le a se  p ro to c o ls  c a n  lo w e r w a te r ta b le s  

la te ra ls  to  th e  r iv e r s  w h ic h  m a y  a ffe c t  v e g e ta tio n  

th e re . L o s s e s  o f  r ip a r ia n  fo re s t d o w n stre a m  o f  d am s 

h a v e  re p o rte d  th ro u g h o u t w e ste rn  N o rth  A m e r ic a .

T h e  e x tin c tio n  o f  c e rta in  sp e c ie s  m a y  b e  re la te d  

to  th e  lo s s  o f  g a lle ry  fo re s ts  a d ja c e n t to  r iv e r s  w h ic h  

b e ca m e  su b m e rg e d  fo llo w in g  d am  c o n s tru c tio n . T h e  

la n d  s n a il , A n th in u s  a lb o la b ia tu s , w a s  fo rm e r ly

e n d e m ic  to  g a lle r y  

f o r e s t  a d ja c e n t  to  

U ru g u a y . T h is  fa c to r is  

o f  c o n c e rn  w ith  re g a rd  

to  p ro p o s e d  d a m  

p ro je c ts  in  S o u th  A f r ic a , 

w h e re  m u c h  o f  th e  

re m a in in g  fo r e s t  is  

p re se rv e d  o n  th e  ste ep  

s id e s o f  v a lle y  w h ic h  a re  

a ls o  s u ita b le  s ite s  fo r  

d am  c o n s tru c tio n .

T h e  m a in s tre a m  

o f  a  r iv e r  p e rfo rm s  tw o  

re la te d  e c o lo g ic a l fu n c tio n s  to  b io ta  in  tr ib u ta r ie s . 

P e r io d ic a lly , p o p u la tio n s  o f  a  trib u ta ry  stre a m  sp e c ie s , 

p a rt ic u la r ly  f is h  m a y  go  e x t in c t  an d  m a y  be re sto ck e d  

f is h  m a y  fo r  w x t in c t  an d  m a y  b e  re s to c k e d  fro m  

n e a rb y  r iv e r s . S e c o n d ly , in d iv id u a ls  a s  d e sc rib e d  

a b o v e , m a y  a s c e n d  a  n o n -h o m e  t r ib u t a r y  a n d  

co n trib u te  to  the re s id e n t p o p u la tio n 's  g e n e tic  d iv e rs ity . 

T h is  s tra y in g  c a n  s e rv e  to  re p o p u la te  s tre a m s an d  

a lso  c o n trib u te  to  th e  g e n e tic  d iv e rs ity  o f  p o p u la tio n s  

th ro u g h  g en e  flo w

It  is  p re d ic te d  th a t tro p ic a l lo c a tio n s  fo r  d a m s 

w i l l  b e  g iv e n  p re fe re n c e  in  th e  n e x t c e n tu ry . T h e  

tro p ic s  a re  h o m e to  m u ch  o f  th e  m a in  c o n s id e ra tio n s  

o f  d am  im p a c ts  o n  b io d iv e rs ity  o f  d am  im p a c ts  o n  

b io d iv e rs ity  is  p la ce m e n t in  re g a rd  to  s p e c ie s - ric h  

a re a s . P r io r it y  m u s t b e  g iv e n  to  e n s u re  th a t th e  

e n v iro n m e n ta l im p a c t o f  d a m s d o e sn o t o v e ria p  w ith  

b io d iv e rs ity  ‘ h o tsp o ts ’ . In  a re a s  r ic h  in  b io d iv e rs ity  

an d  p ro d u c tiv e  b io lo g ic a l re so u rce s , it  is  a lso  im p o rtan t 

to  ta k e  in to  a c co u n t th e  c u m u la tiv e  im p a c t o f  d a m s.

T o  re d u ce  th e  n e g a tiv e  im p a c t o f  th ese  b ig  r iv e r  

d a m s an d  to  c o n s e rv e  th e  b io d iv e rs ity , v e ry  s t r ic t  

a c tio n s  sh o u ld  b e ta k e n . H ig h  p r io r ity  sh o u ld  b e  g iv e n  

to  th e  re c o v e ry  o f  d e g ra d ed  e c o sy s te m s . E s s e n t ia l 

e c o lo g ic a l p ro se sse s  sh o u ld  b e  c o n se rv e d . A re a s  o f  

h ig h  b io d iv e rs ity  sh o u ld  b e a v o id e d  an d  ‘h o tsp o ts ’ o f  

sp e c ie s  a t r is k  sh o u ld  b e  a v o id e d .

T h u s  w e  h a v e  co m e  a c ro ss  v a r io u s  n e g a tiv e  

im p a c ts  o f  b ig  r iv e r  d am s in  b io d iv e rs ity . I f  s tr ic t  step s 

a re  n o t ta k e n  to  co n se rv e  th e  b io d iv e rs ity  i t  w il l  h in d e r 

th e  b a la n c e  in  e c o sy ste m  an d  u lt im a te ly  o u r life s ty le . 

T h e  f lo ra  an d  fa u n a  a ro u n d  u s a re  e q u a lly  im p o rta n t 

to  u s a s  th e y  c o n trib u te  to  th e  m o st im p o rta n t p a rt o f  

e c o sy ste m . S o  c a u s in g  d am ag e in  th e ir  h a b ita t w i l l  

b rin g  p ro b le m s in  o u r d a y  to  d a y  lif e  a lso .
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c ^  ^  Ĉ 1«TflT;̂  I

#  (TfTsrtI: I ' s i t f e i  ^

% I I I I ̂

^  w\  I ^  ^ T t%

5 § [^  (7 R

» R t ^  11̂ C s # ^  f W

f f e  ^ « i w R ,  I

t^'8 -iMnt f  ̂ 1 ^ ~

c ^ fw i I

^icbc^'Sr-^ —  c^‘siH < 5iii^> r5 i?r® ^^^ '5rl^
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C 5 R : 5 W  f

—  c w ^  ‘n ’̂ %  ( m  w r f^  N

—  'sft t f e f ,  Ĉ IH ^  
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F IR ST  E N C O U N T E R  W IT H  R E A L IT Y

Sukanya Goswami
T. D. C. 2 '" ' Year, E n g l i s h  D ep tt .

H e  is  lik e  an  A n g e l w h e n  

h a p p y  b u t w o rs e  th a n  a d e v il, 

sc re a m in g  and  sh o u tin g  and  d riv in g  

e v e ry o n e  c ra z y , w h e n  a n g ry . H is  

b ig  s h in in g  e y e s  a re  f u l l  o f  

in n o ce n ce  an d  a  sw e e t s m ile  th a t 

a lw a y s  re m a in s  in  h is  lip s . H e  h as 

a g o o d  e a r fo r  m u s ic  b u t h e  u s u a lly  

lik e s  to  liv e  in  h is  o w n  w o rld  o n ly . 

I t  se e m s v e ry  d if f ic u lt  fo r  h im  to  

co p e  w ith  th e  w o rld  an d  it s  s o c ia l 

ru le s  an d  re g u la tio n s . I f  y o u  a re  a 

litt le  b it co n ce rn ed  th en  yo u  w i l l  f in d  

th a t he d o es n o t ta lk  lik e  a  c o u s in  

o f  h is  ag e b u t a ttrib u te s  it  to  m in o r 

d e v e lo p m e n t  d e la y s . A f t e r  

o b se rv in g  h im  h o w  w ill  y o u  re g a rd  

h im ?  Is  h e  a  m e n ta l p a tie n t?  N o .. .  

c e rta in ly  n o t. H e  is  a  g ifte d  c h ild . 

W e  m a y  s a y  is  a  m e n ta lly  

c h a lle n g e d  c h ild  w it h  A u t is m  

S p e ctru m  D iso rd e rs . A u s tism  is  one 

o f  th e  f iv e  P a rv a s iv e  D e ve lo p m e n t 

D is o rd e rs . ‘A u t is m ’ - th is  w o rd  h as 

o fte n  b e en  m isu n d e rs to o d  in  th e  

p a s t . T h e  c o n fu s io n  a n d  m y th  

c re a te d  b y  ig n o ra n c e  an d  la c k  o f 

kn o w le d g e  re su lte d  in  s lo w in g  d o w n  

th e  p ro c e ss  o f  e ffe c t iv e  tre a tm e n t. 

F ra n k ly  sp e a k in g , A u s tis m  is  m o re  

a  fa m ily  d iso rd e r. I t  d o esn o t m e re ly  

a ffe c t  th e  c h ild , b u t it  m a k e s  its  

im p a c t o n  th e  e n tire  fa m ily . T h e re  

is  an  u n d e rly in g  e m b a rra ssm e n t, a  

se n se  o f  sh a m e , o f  h o w  th e  w o rld  

v ie w s  th e  c h ild .

M y  l i f e  w a s  p e r f e c t ... a 

p e rfe c t c h ild h o o d . I  m ad e  a  lo ts  o f  

fu n  a n d  h a d  a lw a y s  w a n te d  a

yo u n g e r b ro th e r. I  th o u g h t it  w o u ld  re a lly  b e  a  g re a t fu n  to  h a v e  so m eo ne 

to  p la y  w ith , h a v e  s illy  fig h ts  w ith , go  to  s c h o o l an d  s in g  w it h .. .  an d  a lso  

so m eo n e  to  b o ss  a ro u n d  as an  e ld e r s is te r . I  h ad  a lw a y s  p o ste re d  m y  

p a re n ts  ab o u t it . A n d  fo rtu n a te ly  m y  m o th e r w a s  h o ld in g  a  b a b y  b o y  in  

h e r a rm s . I  w a s  m u ch  re jo ic e d  to  h e a r h im  b a b b lin g  h is  f ir s t  w o rd  ‘ B a ’ 

a t a ro u n d  o n e  an d  a  h a lf  y e a rs . I  n am e d  h im  ‘ S u n it ’ an d  e v e ry b o d y  

s tu c k  w ith  it .

E v e ry th in g  w a s  g o in g  w e ll. T h e n  it  w a s  S u n it ’ s tim e  fo r  sc h o o l a t 

th re e  y e a rs . B u t  su d d e n ly  c o m p la in ts  s ta rte d  co m in g  th a t he  d id  n o t 

lis te n  to  a n y th in g  an d  o fte n  ra n  a w a y  fro m  h is  c la s s - ro o m , d id n ’ t o b e y  

h is  te a ch e rs  and  d id n ’ t w a n t to  in te ra c t w ith  h is  co m p a n io n s . W e th o ug h t 

m a y  b e th e re  w a s  a  h e a rin g  p ro b le m . W e  w e n t fo r  a  h e a rin g  te s t b u t h is  

b e a rin g  w a s  a b so lu te ly  f in e . Y e a rs  p a sse d  o n  b u t h is  b e h a v io r n e v e r 

ch a n g e d . H e  w a s  in  th a t sam e  c la s s  fo r  tw o  y e a rs . I  fe lt  a n g ry  and  

e m b a rra sse d  w h e n  c h ild re n  p la y in g  o n  th e  s tre e t an d  s c h o o l m ad e fu n  

o f  h im  an d  h is  u n u su a l m a n n e rism s . M o st o f  a ll I  fe lt  fru s tra te d  w h e n  

w e  see m ed  u n a b le  to  h e lp  h im  d e v e lo p .

O n e  d a y  o n e  o f ra y  fr ie n d s  to ld  m e ab o u t h e r lit t le  b ro th e r. “  

H e ’ s so  c u te ! E s p e c ia lly  w h e n  h e  c a lls  m e ‘ B a ’ an d  p la y s  w ith  m e !”  

S h e  s a id . I  s a id , “ O h , I  h a v e  a lso  a  lit t le  b ro th e r. H e  is  sw e e t to o ! B u t  he  

n e ith e r ta lk s  to  m e n o r w a n ts  to  p la y  a n y  g a m e s .”  A t  th is  m y  fr ie n d  sa id , 

“ R e a lly ?  Y o u r b ro th e r m u st b y  v e ry  s m a ll th e n . M in e  is  o n ly  o n e  an d  

h a lf  y e a rs  o ld ,”  Im m e d ia te ly  I  fe lt  in d ig n a tio n . N o ... T h a t  w a sn ’ t  fa ir !  

M y  b ro th e r w a s  f iv e  th en  w h y  h e  is  so  d iffe re n t !! I  a sk e d  m y  p a re n ts  

ab o u t it , th e y  ju s t  g a ve  m e a  w o rr ie d  lo o k .

T h e  n e x t c o u p le  o f  y e a rs  a re  a  h a ze  to  m y  fa m ily . P e rh a p s  th is  

w a s  o u r f ir s t  e n c o u n te r w ith  th e  re a lity . I t  m o s tly  c o n s is te d  o f ta k in g  

S u n it  fro m  o n e h o sp ita l to  a n o th e r, o n e d o c to r to  o th e r. I t  w a s  w o rs t 

e x p e rie n c e  fo r  u s . W e  w e n t to  N im h a n s  in  B a n g lo re , it  w a s  th e re  th a t 

th e  d o c to rs  d ia g n o se d  h im  as m o d e ra te ly  a u th is t ic . “ A u tis m ! W h a t is  

a u tis m ? ”  I  h a d  n e v e r h e a rd  th is  w o rd  b e fo re  in  m y  li f e . B u t  I  d id  co m e  

to  k n o w  th a t so m e th in g  is  w ro n g  w ith  m y  b ro th e r. S t i l l  do  I  re m e m b e r 

th a t d a y  w h e n  m y  w h o le  w o rld  c ra sh e d  in  fro n t o f  m y  e y e s . M y  p a re n t’ s 

c o u ld  n o t u tte r a  s in g le  w o rd  an d  sa t d o w n  in to  th e  g ro u n d . M y  m o th e r 

lie d  u n c o n sc io u s . M y  p e rfe c t li f e  w a s  o v e r. M y  fa m o u s s m ilin g  fa c e  

tra n s fo rm e d  in to  te a rs  fo re v e r a s  I  c r ie d  an d  c r ie d  a n d  c r ie d  o n ly .

T h a t  fa c t  u se d  to  h u rt m e e v e n  m o re  w h e n  a ttitu d e s  o f  p e o p le  

to w a rd s  m y  b ro th e r ch an g ed  an d  th e y  u sed  to  c a ll h im  ‘M a d ,’ W h y  m e ? 

W h y  d id  it  h a v e  to  b e  o n ly  w ith  m y  b ro tiie r?  “ T h is  is  a ll m y  fa u lt ,”  I  u sed
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to  th in k . I  s ta rte d  fe e lin g  g u ilty  th in k in g  th a t w e  m u st 

h a v e  d o n e  so m e th in g  w ro n g  so m e w h e re . I  a sk e d  to 

th e  d o c to r, “ W il l h e  g e t b e tte r? ”  H e  re p lie d , “ I t  w i l l  

ta k e  t im e . A n d  y o u  ca n  o n ly  h e lp  h im  so  th a t h e  ca n  

le a rn  h o w  to  g e t b e tte r. Y o u  a ie  lu c k y  e n o u g h , y o u  

h a v e  b een  g ifte d  w ith  a  G o d - g ifte d  b ro th e r. A C C E P T  

liim  th e  w a y  h e  is  an d  th a t w o u ld  b e  t lie  b e st th in g  

y o u  c o u ld  e v e r  d o  fo r  y o u r b ro th e r.”

B u t  I  c o u ld  n e v e r ta k e  h im  lig h t ly . I  w a s  sa d , 

u p se t, d isa p p o in te d  an d  m o st o f  a ll I  w a s  e m b a rra sse d . 

I  w a s  d e p re sse d  an d  s ta rte d  d e ta ch in g  m y s e lf  fro m  

m y  fa m ily  an d  fr ie n d s  e v e n . I  n e v e r u se d  to  m e n tio n  

ab o u t m y  b ro th e r a n y m o re . I f  so m e b o d y  w o u ld  a sk  

m e  ab o u t h im , I  w o u ld  sa y  s im p ly , “ H e ’ s o k a y ” . M y  

p a re n ts  k n e w  a b o u t it  b u t th e y  w o u ld  n e v e r  s a y  

a n y th in g . M y  fa th e r  w o u ld  ju s t  t e l l m e , “ H e ’ s 

im p ro v in g . I f  w e  aU  w o rk  to g eth e r, m a yb e  h e  w ill  e ve n  

b e co m e  n o rm a l.”

O n e  d a y  I  w a s  p re p a rin g  so m e th in g  in  th e  

k itc h e n ; m y  p a re n ts  w e n t fo r  th e ir  c o lle g e s , su d d e n ly  

S u n it  ca m e  n e a r m e  a n d  san g  th a t e^ 'erg reen  so ng  o f 

K is h o r  K u m a r ; “ J IN D E G I K IY E H I R I T  H A E , H A R  

K E  B A A D  H I  J E E T  H A E . T H O R E  A A S U  H A E  

T H O R I H A S I , A A J  G A M  H A E  T O  K A L  H A E  

K H U S I . . . ”  (H e  h e a rd  m e  s in g in g  th a t so n g  th e  d a y  

b e fo re  in  a  p ro g ra m ). I  w a s  s tru c k  d u m b .

B e lie v e  m e , it  w a s  so  m in d  b lo w in g  th a t it  ca n  

d r iv e  a n y b o d y  c lo se  to  h im . T o  m y  s u rp ris e  h e  san g  it  

a c c u ra te ly  w ith o u t a n y  m is ta k e . I  h u g g e d  h im  and  

c r ie d .. .  H e  c o u ld  u n d e rsta n d  w e ll th a t so m e th in g  h ad  

h ap p en ed  to  m e  an d  ru le d  m y  te a rs  an d  b e g an  to  s in g  

th a t sa m e  so n g  a g a in . T h a t tim e  I  to o  a cco m p a n ie d  

h im . I  c o u ld  le a rn  fro m  th a t in c id e n t th a t S u n it  v/as 

try in g  to  g e t m y  a ffe c tio n . S u n it h a s  g ra d u a lly  b eco m e 

a  v e ry  a ffe c tio n a te  b o y ; h e  lo v e s  to  b e  k is s e d  iin d  

h u g g e d . H e  lik e s  sn a tc h in g  b o o k s fro m  m e an d  th en  

ru n  a w a y  o r h id e  i t  so m e w h e re . I  m u st m e n tio n  h e re  

th a t h e  h a s  a v e ry  g o o d  e a r fo r  m u s ic  an d  w o u ld  o fte n  

h e lp  m e  c o m p le te  tu n e s th a t I  w a s  h a v in g  a  h a rd  tim e  

re m e m b e rin g . H e  w il l  s it  an d  lis te n  to  so n g s fo r  h o u rs .

I  re g re t s c o ld in g  h im  an d  k e e p in g  m y s e lf  a w a y  fro m  

h im . I  re a liz e d  w h a t a  c ru e l s is te r  I  h a v e  b e e n . I w a s  

ig n o rin g  h im  o n ly  b e ca u se  he w a s n o t lik e  m e , h e  w a s  

d iffe re n t. B u t  I  m u st te ll y o u  a ll p e o p le  th a t m y  b ro th e r 

is n ’ t  a b n o rm a l. H e ’ s s p e c ia l. H e ’s d iffe re n t . S in c e  

th a t d a y , S u n it  w h o  n e v e r sp o k e  a n y th in g  to  a n yo n e  

o th e r th a n  h is  o w n  u n in te llig ib le  w o rd s sta rte d  s in g in g  

h im s e lf . I t  w a s  a  h u g e  m ile s to n e  fo r  m y  fa m ily . S in c e

th a t d a y  S u n it  h a s  b e co m e m y  b e st f r ie n d . H e  a lw a y s  

g iv e s  m e h is  m o st in n o c e n t lo o k  an d  sh o u ts m y  n am e 

‘L ic y  b a ’ a g a in  a n d  a g a in  w h e n e v e r h e  is  h a p p y . I  

c a n ’ t e x p la in  h o w  m u ch  I  d o  fe e l h a p p y  at su c h  

m o m e n ts . I  re p e n t a g a in  an d  a g a in  fo r  m y  g re a t 

m is ta k e  o f  tre a tin g  h im  in h u m a n ly . I  th o u g h t w h e n  I  

co u ld n o t a c ce p t S u n it ’ s a u tism  h o w  c o u ld  I  e x p e c t 

o th e rs  to  a c c e p t. O n ce  I  m e t a  p s y c h ia t r is t ; sh e  to ld  

m e  th a t G o d  h a s o ffe re d  m e a g re a t re s p o n s ib ility  fo r  

th is . H e  tru ste d  m e th a t o n ly  I  w o u ld  do  it  b e a u tifu lly . 

S u n il h as b ro u g h t lo ts  o f ch an g es in  m y  life  in  a p o s itiv e  

m a n n e r. R o b e rt P e rsk e  h a s m e n tio n e d  in  h is  b o o k  

ab o u t s ib lin g s  h a v in g  d isa b le d  b ro th e r o r s is te r : “ Y o u  

to o  a re  a  v a lu a b le , d e ve lo p in g  in d iv id u a l h u m an  b e in g . 

Y o u  too  need  to  b e  re co g n ize d , to  be lo v e d  and  d e ve lo p  

in to  th e  b e st p e rso n  y o u  c a n  b e . Y o u r b ro th e r o r s is te r  

w ith  h a n d ic a p  n ee d s to  e x p e rie n c e  th e  m o st ro b u st, 

r is k y , ro u g h  b u t k in d  in te ra c tio n s  w ith  y o u  th a t h e  o r 

s h e  c a n  t o le r a t e -  a s  c lo s e  to  n o rm a l s ib lin g  

re la tio n s h ip s  as p o s s ib le .”

T h e  c lo se n e s s  th a t I  sh a re  w ith  m y  b ro th e r 

n e v e r im p re sse d  so  m u ch  up o n  m e , u n t il I  h ad  to co m e  

o u t fro m  m y  h o m e  to  h a v e  m y  h ig h e r e d u ca tio n  in  

C o tto n  C o lle g e . H is  a b se n ce  h u rts  m e  a lo t as it  w a s  

m e  o n ly  w h o  u se d  to  sp en d  m o st am o u n t o f  tim e  w ith  

h im . E v e n  n o w  as I ’ m  w r it in g , I  m is s  h im  so  m u ch . 

W h e n e v e r I  go  h o m e fo r  m y  v a c a t io n , h e  w o u ld n ’ t 

le t m e  go  o ff . M y  m o th e r to ld  m e  th a t h e  o fte n  s a y s . 

“ L ic y  b a k  a n ib o  ja m .”  M y  l i f e  w ith  m y  b ro th e r 

b e co m e s p e rfe c t o n ce  a g a in . B u t  I  d e sp ise  p e o p le  

w h o  w o u ld  a lw a y s  try  to  m a ke  m e  fe e l lo w  e xp re ss in g  

th e ir  p ity  fo r  m e  as I  am  h a v in g  a  b ro th e r lik e  S u n it o r 

m ad e  m e fe e l th a t m y  p a re n ts  a re  to  b e  b la m e d  fo r  

th is  li f e  I  h a d . N o n e  ca n  m a k e  m e  fe e l in fe r io r  o r 

u n h a p p y  fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  m y  b ro th e r. I  d o n ’t  n eed  th e ir  

sy m p a th y  an d  I  am  re a d y  to  fa c e  th e  e n tire  w o rld  

w ith  th e  sam e  s m ile  th a t I  h ad  a lw a y s . W h e n  ra y  

fr ie n d s  a s k  m e a t c o lle g e  i f  I  h a v e  a n y  s ib lin g s , I  re p ly  

p ro u d ly , “ Y e s , I  h a v e  a  b ro th e r. H e ’ s S u n it  b u t I  c a ll 

h im  Ja n n . H e  is  12  y e a rs  o ld  an d  h e  in  a u t is t ic . B u t  

h e ’ s th e  m o st a d o ra b le  an d  m o st lo v in g  b ro th e r y o u  

w ill e v e r f in d .”  T h e  s p ir it  h e  h as o f  a lw a y s  b e in g  h ap p y 

an d  lo v in g  e v e iy o n e  s e lf le s s ly  is  so m e th in g  w e a ll 

sh o u ld  le a rn  fro m  h im . H e  m a y  b e a u t is t ic  b u t f ir s t  

an d  fo re m o st h e  is  m y  b ro th e r. I  w i l l  a lw a y s  lo v e  m y  

li f e , m y  b ro th e r an d  I  k n o w  th a t I  w i l l  a lw a y s  h a v e  a 

b e a u tifu l jo u rn e y  w ith  h im . H e  is  m y  re s p o n s ib ility  

an d  I  w i l l  a lw a y s  e n su re  th a t h e  is  h a p p y  an d  s a fe .

S'!}
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^•4 ŝrHw

c ^  c * w ^  

c ^ t w  c w t ^  

■sf̂  »Tfwiwt

1 ^  % TR  ^

1 ^ = 1

^ ?r :^  ^  ^  ;s 't  ^ 5n% i 

< sl: w 5 w f^

( ? E ^  W|-5H«R

m  ’ T it  c * n ^

i ] ^  ^5ft^ RC">pH<|5

ill; WTFs 1 ^ 5 ^  W f ^

c51i: W q t w  ^5f«iw ^ 

v 5 ^  s j p i ? ; «!’% [
v 5 rpT C ^^1%

'sn^l^ '51^^ «TWt 

1 ^  ^  C ^  (?TTO C ^ 'Q  

( 7 0  ■̂ TfSfR

WR>'-

F f j ^  ^ % T  % f e

O T —

1%rt^
7[(‘y t%  1%t1^ C ^  C 5 U ^

>̂s? W 'S W m , ^

^  C-!lHt iTft
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^ PoojaBhuyan
TDQ 2'^ Year, English Deptt.

G o n e  a re  th o se  fe a th e re d  d a y s , 

W in g e d  u p  w ith  d e w s o f  s m ile .

T id e  o f  tim e  w a v e d  a w a y  

A n d  m ad e th e  w in d  s w a y ,

V a n ish e n  th y  iv y  f il le d  va U e y  

V a n ish e n  w ith in  th e  san d  o f  d e se rt. 

N a y  a tte m p t to  re ta in  lo s t  fa ith , 

G o n e  in  v a in  th y  v a lia n t  g ifts  

F ir e  in  f ir e ,

O ce a n  in  o ce a n ,

W in d  in  w in d .

L a n d  in  la n d .

S e e  i f  y o u  b e th e  s lig h te s t ra y .

T o  re g a in  n a tu re  w ith in  n a tu re . 

F ille d  w ith  b lo o m  and  b lo sso m ,

O f  s c a r le t  g lo w .

do
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C5^ C5TR CTt®n^ t * m

A Soî  for a Lost Song
KaushikDowarah

TDC P' Year, Physics Deptt.

It's yet another lonely day,
With everything I have moving away,
I am trying to hold them back,
But oh this transparent barrier!
Is too much to stop me here,
And so in anger I broke my guitar.
You gifted me on my freshman year.
Just once you appear in the air.
And comfort my eyes now full of tears.
Make me relive my childhood years.
The way you hugged me when I feared.
I cried for chocolates when it was night,
You told me stories in the moonlight.
You gave me a bat and a ball when I was three. 
You left office early just to play with me.
I miss you so much when I see your car.
And the evenings you took me out for a drive. 
Oh how painful it is to remember.
That you are a lost song lost forever.
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5 f ^ < ^  1 m  'S f^ W  I C ^ ,

‘£ |'lj% W i^yf*F lR  ̂ '?Tf'G ’'511^ I ^I^c<P’5f?P îTt'5<M C W s
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C51H 1̂ ŝ °N-n « r r t o i  ĉ m  
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FT^m I ■̂O o is-:^0 > o1*{’̂ | # £  ^

^  gfera t£i\5l^»tH 

M l? f  I (7tlx5t ^  ‘̂ ^ U C #  T O 5-
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4>3i ,



‘4 I \ frf

^8
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^  ' G ' ^  f e r  ^ ’^ 1  'Q'sr ^-Sf, -5 ^ - ^ ,  ^ - ■ ^ 1

^ S ,  O T  W % ^ l  f e R  ^  5 ‘= 1 t> '^

^ ^ iT R s f  '=tfi:=T i C5"<3> “J # ^ ’ v^ i< #= r

^R(^ci % Proclamation for ciesti'ucdon of a rogue Tusker in the areas of.... 

Whereas one Tusker o f the follwing description has become dangerous to 

human life in the.... has aheady caused death of ... and said Elephant is 

hereby proclaimed to be a "Rogue" and permitred to be hunted down under 

the Sec... of the Wild Life (protection) Act.... No royalty will be payable to 

Govt, for killing the above proclaimed Elephant... only Gun Licence hold

ers and retainers possessing Rifle of 400 bore and above... Description of 

the proclaimed Elephant... sex. Bundh, Nails, Tail, Height... circumfer

ence of the fc'Ot...

I ^vJT  I ■STIR'S “f e  W l% T  I l i l t

cwwsf ^  cm t wî wf’w
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■̂RiT*-ii > 1 # ^ ' i^’ iî l ■'«i<jf̂ '*
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^  7̂  I "<pp€k^
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^  ■5T5;T#to '̂ -J\ ^ ' ^ q  '̂ 5T>if

c^iif'S^w.'^ S ', '^  1

c ^ -4 ^  f e R

(?ff^rm I fy'̂ m 
csrr^j^.^ < i^ ' c<if^

^ S ^ ,  f r f e ,

(7T!^^ I ^  W R ;^ , ( X ^
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^  ^  ' - ^  ^  r  ^ f W  ^ w s R
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' “̂ ^ n ,  W M ^  f t ? ,  ’a i ^  ^  i
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■ f e f e  i l t  1
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C 'P i^ X ^ '6  ̂ S lj^  f » ! ^  r . S m  -Q iT f^Srffet^

' • ' J ^  ^
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t.1%3 ‘mJ i
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C T tU ^'C ^ I ^7i7-J':wm! '^ f f e ! ^  ^ i f ^ I < i '^  

c^ ftr.'^ i •Tfl'p̂

n ^ 3 t n '  I

f.G^d-vf^t#!^ ^-.gr^ ^-(^iii: "c-̂ TfTJi

c ^ ’̂ n c ^ 4 ] i :^  I ^'<i^

-fe l C’2,1^ ^l'<j?1’ -C^lt

ffe r
fe?[ '̂ ['Si ■£?l'3rj<f
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^51% !^

i ^^ f;5  c^'S #Rwr?^f m-
a f^ ^ n w M  ■ #  \ ‘5 '^  >Rrsf^ s\̂<=\
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1 fXpfc, vriT,f I

f^'S?*^ ■5̂‘P1)5<' I

m  1 ^ 3 ? ^  f < ^ ( ^  C5 I

^siHrsfT^ I r;^fc^

c * i ^  ; £ i f e  c^ ‘̂ ‘

r '̂o:>̂ )

;r r# i  ■*^ -̂,' c '^^ ift^  n̂\m< c^i'^fc's c<f§

C 4 W ?  ‘g*?ffiT>^ I

Q'^nT  ̂ 7Tify^)<p_ ■jfl̂ '̂ lftf̂ ; C5.WH <̂}{!‘>n'irr&3  ̂ CTCi 

C ^K I C ^'S  Ĉ . ^ —  "C 4 F !

CTR # «  1 OlH 'S^Iil^i-?]^

■<f=1̂ r;’5t I '■ ih * }^

^ f e i  '̂ i Rh  i" sn' f̂ î c ^ iM ^

C - ^  C5TC4^

^ [ ^ ■ ^ 1 1 ^  ^  ( ? ^  

^5il^#mfH m ̂  f ^ f m i  C ^  îtî '-a W H

c ^ t ^  rTi? ^ 'W k ^ t e i ^

' S ^  I

^ f r i R  c ^ T - ^ r t e i  ^ r m  ^ ( . ^ —  " 4 ^

^T!iw c^i?ff^fi^ c<wi ^

'*[f®f5 CCi^ ■'S[^‘'^ '■ ^

^ f e ' ^ : !  I £f'<l‘̂  ^ < 1 ^  C 5H t

f> iH  i”  ( ^ s  \ ^ b )

(K?J, ^5lRr*H r.iy(:gi. C£R^ SffC'^ 

c ^ —  c a r^ f

]̂TT̂  QR>r^ csi^'^f f e  I ‘1% ^^ (T ffe i

T f lW  W C ^  ^i:^)K^1

^ f^ ifk  ^ c ^ i  1 ^ ^ i ,  -sit-i-^^Ti^R

r.^T5[R W<p Ĉ lTl'̂
C'T[?f r̂ft  ̂ ^-^ni” (̂ s ^>'^)

v i # f  ^  c ^ m

2 ! fe  [

^  T f a t

s n ^ r a  ^ f e ,

^ ’f t < n  ^ f ^ i  I f e i

v i ^ s  1 '-‘jc^s ’ '5PT ^t?n

'^ < p ^  "=11(7̂ , C<5JM

M ]  ^ 1

(M m  C ^ T ^  ^ '# 1  C 'i'M l 

'=1’̂ l ^  * 1^  ( A n d  i f  A s s a m e s e  l a n g u a g e

c i \n  c a r r y  s u c h  f i n e  f e e l i n g s ,  t h e n  it m u s t  b e  o n e  o f

th e  f e w  l a n g u a g e s  o f  I n d i a  w h i c h  h a s  w o r d s  e n o u g h  

f o r  t h e  p o e t i 7  o f  s o f t  w h i s h p e r s  o f .  t h e  i n f i n i t e s i m a l  

r e v e r b e r a t i o n s  b e h i n d  t h e  s p i n e - ' £ T R ( 7 ^  f w i  

f ^ )

îiTl ^ 1  ^  Wlf^

- '^ m \  C ^ I l f e  ^SR jlvii

^ 'S f(^  R>1C<I C^R}1Î

Trrafc!' i ^ - s f e  7 ^

<fif^i^ "STi^^^sn  ̂ I w  <t4=<itl;

t-TK ^ ^ < ]  ‘^ r w f e i  f e '  i’



' ^ v . ^  c ^ - s n - i  

^  5 ^  1 - s j p

^  ^  ^  ■'SFf̂  1 <5̂[‘5i'f^

f .^ 'i^  (7 r n :5 T ^  '̂ ■i

^FP[ C^HUj! ̂  ̂ 1 ̂ 5Tt̂ «-Tf̂

C '^ 7  ^ i c # i 7 : ^ . a  '^ " # 1  ^

^ i # f ^  c ^ ! ^  ^M-<i
a f ^ ^ i^ i—  “ (7^^ '©^%Ti iT̂ Ticfî  f/:'5n r,tr-̂ i

' i t ’^  i r . ' ^ ' ^

C ? f ^  C^-I ^T ti ’41';g^ -?iKf:^ I ^<[#1
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c<!^] (? fm \ ^  M e w ,! ”

^ r t i^ ]  ' ^ [ f e ^  /" .T n^fK R

■^nf^ ^rf%^ife—  “■'SfT̂ R # ?  c^

'<M̂ ' ! C ^  '̂C^Tl^l ''.^iT.-JKT̂ '

CSrT^tf  ̂ i \»R  I WRTSn*^! (71̂ 'f
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■ Q i'W ^

^  ^  ^  

^ ' G ^  5f^‘ ^  T i f e m  ‘̂ H ,  *TiJji

# 1 7 .^

l ^ r ^ r i —

* 1 ^  c^«Ti<rft b '^ 5  ci :̂ a?i<ft 

ŵ \ C5'̂ <n (^c^1?ii

^  ^  ‘f e f e

C ^ K f ^  # f ^ " ^  ^ f i ^ \

■ ^ f e  ? .^ ' O l ^ i  W .^ < H  '^ ‘< t

c^ « ?  f;«K«fiTn f.'nr^

C 5  i'

vif’sifq

w t ^ .  ^ 1 1  ■ ? f < } ^ - ? - ^  i ] 5 r . q  i  c * i “ f ^ ' c ^  
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1 r ,^ ! ^  c ^ 'G
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?3T .£i5 ^ ( f e i^  I C5^t^

^T̂ ''S i)'?!^ ieif*j<T;>)<r-iri<p T̂ -̂ n

C5̂ ’l^ ■^; ^ .^ ti f |> l< J i^

« c i  t̂5|T/;<[ ^ s ^ f t  ( bS=Sb-)^ ^ # a

■JTipi c * irf^ , <?rf|#i

^ rfV < t':-> i^ .fn ^  ^ ' # ! ^  ^

( i j iv o ) ^  TffI ^ft-. '^ = t

■Err̂ ^Tf̂ T;̂  ^T#R r.tRfl î-Q'̂ '
( i ^ v v H  ^'^{#!fn ff; s r fe i  ^rsittti 

■ • # ^  ^ fe r a ^ r < 3  ‘^ ! ^ - « n

^ n ^ f f

'■'i X s ^  sr i'^ '? ? ! I 

“(? r <  ■ # !  ^

i> r^ ’ ^rfl. 2 f^(^  £ f # t # ^

c^ (^  ^TCTi i

£ T « i ^  < ftr ^  

w^t‘̂ T i ''i  5w i'5rfr^<5

^'^T'^n^m r^'*ri^ ^fv> ^ r f e '- n t
^ ■ ' : ^  5 ^ S  ^ e f i  : j ^ T ^

1 ^

*?(Qj I 5 j % ^

^  ^<̂ T\ # R i - |  f c ' ^ W < ^  C W 1

fe'«?=r<i 21^1^ #f?w sffe ^  ^ . . .  i

m
I-1 \5̂ '̂ î. >î 'fin- :^ n ^ . (:; ) ■
X / W ?  3//^- 2̂ -%i±r7. Tf'̂ TTf {-̂  O a b-̂  /
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815?A '̂ ĉ nwim /
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i7t&vfi *^'2! 'S-f^^i' i fe r<  (MĈ J\ '•̂ C<f=’t

T̂??i I T̂<-c-*ri ]̂ !m \ c^tr^tf^i
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f e f ,  <̂!̂ -' tj-a <.5;i-j *fpf^ f e m  ci^  f e r ^
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^<f -e^  Ĥ'̂ n'! -- T̂  'T it ^ 2 i \

■ ^ f T ^ f ^  I ^p(?TS ■ 'T ^ '^  ^ W i

1 f e ? ?  C ^

i ^ 1  W T j l ,

^rt^T ,

^ m ? ! l  t <’? K ^C ^: ^

^̂ i%ĉ  1 4151

Rr<i r7i

M o t h e r  C o u r a g e  a n d  H e r  C h i l d r e n )

^  I G>TC?I 'S f T ^

*lPi^ f* if^n  I ^rR f^ ^ £ f

y m w j^ \ ^  f t ) ^  c ^  w « %  f ^ '

f W  *ipt^  c^irftei ^

^ T fe i I ^  -S^ui'G

Ĉ 0^'̂  c^lff # |5  ^ - -  ^  I

CTĉ ’ Rn:?ji;R:  ̂ ĉ  c a f l  ^

% rR f:^  vpff;^;fc^, c^

5 ^  c5i^1^ ^ t l w i  ^'5^ I ^ s f i^

1 ^

^  ^  ^ r f t  I ^ r < im  ^  ! -sF^

4tt^ <Tf:4 fk ^  ^5 1  f t
^ 5 # r ^  ( ^ 5 j ^  % '5 ?^ )  ^«pn

- s r ^ i^  r

^'c^T ^  * f m

s rfe fe rp fi^ , ^ rfw  

^̂ ert 11 (71 f î7,?roH  ̂ ^  ŵ T'sicî r-

afe^r^' ^  (7rn:‘>rraH

f^?ri ’‘t P ^  C'Jffll?

^ 8



I ( 7 0  'Q^ws

^5ft3R«t I 2^^^  ^5ft3R«t ^ 5 It%  ^ f lW a f f l

1 % f ^  c t f ^  m  I w rsfk

‘<t®iĉ R5<ti<!fw’̂  ^  (̂ m:̂  ( ? m

2 f 5 H ^  I

\ ^ t

‘ C W l^ ^ J ^ ’ (Folks Buehne) ̂ ’ f^ ^ w '^ fib P lv s

a1% ^ w  t^t^n5?[ I a t % % n % f  y\?m 
3 F s n ^  iTf#!

t%1%̂  m

( 3 ^ ,g T f W s T ^ ^ ? f t l ^ » t % t ^ ^ 5 i i ^ ^ ^

c ^ l ^ ,  2 F m  CSiM, ^  (?# f  ^

CT ws M t !  *rw 5 C2sf% w ! i # ^

c ^ % t  I I 'SIM?

^SJI^^R:  ̂ < 3 ^  ^ 5 C ^  C35f% C*H

^  ^  I 'G'Sl^ I

ilrSV W t ^  ^

C3£t% ( S t l ^  t o f t )  £ r f % ^

^ f W i  12 1 ^

c^KH c ^ s tM R R & f c ^ —

c^mwt ^i»fil%>i^ I ^ « t  ̂ 5Ftt1%, ̂ 5TR?tft^ ̂ rti?^

c^^^f^t¥R;^ ^5f!^

's r f f^  w r® , C2fs[, ^ F » i>h , ^® t?f

>TOTf ^TRfk y\K̂  I

^ im  c ^ # r ? i m  ^  #  I

! ^ ’, c^liR ^ wif^ ^rf5i:^

^5TW^ (t̂  W F s '^ ^ t^  * rtW ^

"̂ vm\ O T R ’, t ^ '? H  ^  ^ T f ^  I

I R*^c^

^  C 5f*fra t1^  ^5ii%c?n^, 1 ^  a ^ « t ^  

(? p ^ ’W  I ^

c2£fft ^ fm -c ^ n w ^

w  «TT^ ^  

j #  1 w % r f  ^  ^  c ^

tw H  *fW?^ C^'Sff#! ^'sri^lS'^ ^ f t

(? T t ^ , C^nwf ’ Nt?!^ I ^ ît̂ l̂ SrRlft

m i  I CTUi

’ P f e r  iTlf  ̂■ ^ —  t W M

'5r®tif»f‘5t^ 1 ^  1 (M ^TfeRW—  (M
-siv5tif< ̂ ii% tp m  CTt

1 O T  t«l^?f5tw ̂ *n s # t ? 3 , 2 t ^

> R m

2}5t^% f % i t  ^  ^-nu® 's^?t1^ W 6 m t  n ^  
^ 1 c ^

«Tlt^ 1 ^  I ^

^  ^  I

^^Pi<i5 Jivil'Sr  ̂ W K 'I  *1^

M 1?[ ^  ’jR tt  I w m  

T O  I -!Wsr?i, ^  c # l^ ^

m ‘=$RW ^ ( ̂  i6 8 8 ),

>11W  ( ̂  Js 8 56), W|€t?f ■?% ^ sn w t^  ^

8 o^ lT *l^  C*1«JM) >|V|S} <t>M;

( 7 { ^  m s i l ^  >il4<f'SfMl  ̂ ^

^  f e p s R  ^  ^  t% ?f5m  ^  

c^« iF p r[,^ jtl% 5H ,'

'bd



( T f W ^ #  ' s r r * ^ ^  t W m  ! c ^ f ^  mf̂ —
I c ^  I m.% c ^  i

m m  9\^  ^  ^  I I I

‘^ T R W S R  I ̂ 1% C'^im

1^11^ ̂ £ ( 1 ,1ws[ ̂ 5||i^, w-$rR> w

c ^ i i « n ^ ^ i f ? i T f ^

s#rf% u% i5i^)

^  ̂  ctti?

R\d^^s 1^?!^ ^ H t  fit>lfic^

<̂̂
^ s n )  srr-T

^  <ri'Sf^R)<  ̂ 2 1 ^  ^

c^sfwti:^ C?#¥f ^
^  c ^  ^it1% ^H wm  9m  ^ < ^ ^ « ^ [ i w  5 ii1^

l^^l'SfBt ̂ fi1>} £f5H <t5'C'̂ —

O '^ S ^  ■ >̂t1'®«'î  ^  ^  ̂  I

^  (?f c % m  ^  f ^ : # m  (?rmHt

C^^'tI1^!'5rf^^TfS]*f1^^!tsft^ 1
CT'5_<^tW'^7n^1^g^ t i f t ^  ^It^Rfl;

'% rl ^

^ l W ^ — 'It is a play that wants to nictke revo

lutionaries of the people on the sopt!' C ^

C W 'S  %[fi^

% p t j  I {?*fT̂ 't w i^ ,  ^ '8 ^ ,

^5(1% t t ^ ’ f isM̂ ^

5 1 ^  ĉ ŝ m >iii5iivi(^^ 

t ^ T ^ n w i l i ^  w K  ^ - ^ s w

w iT w  f  fm^ ^< 1^—

erf% ^ ^  2}^#^

C^C^'SfJ^ i‘](,<t>«1(l‘H 'Q’1 ^  2|l^|^\s

f ^ - ^  ^

VlH  ̂>î t'ST‘̂

2 t f ^  ^  ^  ^Tft r 

^  T # R  gem

’Site?, '£i1; " s n ^  I —
WN1 ^ 5 f f |^  ^  I ^

5̂it% t^''i'SstH4 ^  CT

■JTSM # f  ^ i:;^  ^  I CT

2 f c m #  '^ -, 1 ^ f ^ ,  I g f i m ^

I a ^ T c ^ t  •'W ^
’5Tf^ I ? i^ iw  I

> i^ im  ^  c m t^  I ^ < 1

5ii% ^ -jTSitw ^  m v£î  f e i i % m ^  I

i ; p ^  ̂  t £ [ ^ ^  ^?f5Itf^

■ sn ^ j^  ^  C3£f% «TR'ft 1 C25fft c^i%n, C25f̂

mM I

^  (M̂  >î £(T5i I a l % ^ ,

11^ (<mn c« f^

^ ! w  2fi5%t mpi I
‘f ^ 1 |^ ’ ^ r f 5 ^  c a t s f m  ^ % irH  c ^  # i f ^ —  

c ^ f l^ iw f  "sitsrfw w M ;  ^ « f

'jj'b



— They do not engage in social or political 

struggles I W

‘Plain field theory’ C ^

^ « t ,  ’w  1 ‘n, w i s  c*w ^ s n t ^ i

^ s |1 —  « R ^ w t  I

ti1%CTlf^f;sH vsmt^sfsT^ ^[f^ittei Ir

> r ^ i

<t^Rc^ 11%*t t̂<i  ̂ >iiii'Sf'® 1 c^'^<siw'^ 's n ^  <iM

c ^ ’̂  I « r n ; ^  i c ^ n :^  otii:^—  

^Sj^s^^s-TTC^ C^it^ C ^ ^ ‘5l I

c w  1 1 ^

I ■SR-’S I ^ ^  I

' 8 ^ - ^ ‘!>tt%^^R'5f{^ I *l1^

i S ^  ( 5 ) W f - ^ ) ^ # ) ¥

w c iT ^ i ,  '̂ im, ( ^  Wi ^ i t ^ i

^i'?sit w  1 ^  c ^ m

'̂ 11^ f t ^

(^  C5l%  ̂ ’ RflTrt (M,
^srff^  ̂  i

^ ’ f e ' i i ' ^  I ^  " 5 i t ^  i p p ^  9ft^t

î C'^C'st Rt?t^^ I ̂ 'Stt'^Rxji T f s n t ^ ^ ^ ,—  

C5M

i CTui " s n ^

e iw t  I

>f“N t^2} 't ^  ^ ( ? t T * 0 t o  t ^ —

1t o  i ^  ^  ^  ^  FTsi^ ^  ^^Rirot I 

( M ^  ^  ^  1 % < ^  I

I T itS # ^

^  s w i f ^  ^  2 } ^ ^  I

C T t W f ^ ^ ^ T f t e l  C 5 # rm 5 1 % H

^  X5t^ I i w ^ ^ | 5 M , ' 5 T l ^

c s r f tf t^  ^ ' ^ ' Q  C T t ^  I ^ t i w

C 3 £ f ^ ) r ^ w w 5 : ^ ^ t ^ ; # ^ i # ^ 1 ^  c * t ^ t ^  

# !  c F l f ^  1^ ^  ^1^'?rt, ^  ^

^  ^  ^  w m

^ W tir iw  ^ lf5 ^  ^f}i? 

^11%  I ^ s r fe  ^

‘The essence of drams is crisis’ ^TffW  ̂ '̂TWWJ^Tft 

^  ^  WH «1’̂

C T tw  W n̂  ^  I ■’s i ^  CT ^srrfif

^

'Sft^ "^1% ^ I

n̂'5<t5*̂  ^-^(.xs^’sn^'sii^ 'sii^^ '^ 5̂=T5]T̂ I —  

‘̂ srffe w c s W t ^  c ^

^srtfw 5R£( - jp R tf t  I n t e r n

^°n2 P  ^  «̂ft°N̂  ^  C W  2JTTR

<1^1^ r

I

> I W ^iT fW  % w 5R  o° W  % 7 ^ j  I  T fim  I

 ̂I w S 7/^i7 /5¥fS '!y% w 5y?;i

yij<̂



w

^ s S i t^  1^?i^<itft ^srR/WFf ^  ' 9 ^  ^?fr« ^

t^?if! m  I w r m it s T C ^  ^™ :5W 5s

1 ^ ? m t f t w i  m mn i ^ ' S  ‘jf i# # !^

■pTf ^Srn^tftoliR s ^  <pRR=1;

^ “vSfm c ^ S j v s  ^  1 % iw ^  ^ ^ s im  1 ^ ^

( T ^ y i w  ^ s n w t^ , ^  I ^eft CT,

I 1 W  ^5|n?lfl5W ^  1 % i f e

^ n f l# K  ^5iM% (M tt  ^ s R ^  ^  >mi ^  

1 5 ^ ^  i c ^  ^

I
i'^^\j)<]j^<ii

I ctW ,

c * f t^ m  ^  # if% T  I ^  2f|%

2£flt I ^  ^  c ^  w  ^

7f̂ grti:5[t ^tm 1 1 w  ^  ^

<£|̂  -S f^  ^^<i{qitt(?f (PM̂ 5TtW® i^  sTT« ^5%  «Ttt^t%!

■<a^ «Tf^ ^  cpf̂ 'lt I iJiSH ‘5iw i e  (7f1%?rf ^ n # ? i

<̂ fD̂  ^  ^^1^ ”tPRv5R S|?55 0®%?ft W^HSfsi

^  % ^ > W  tts'H ’ i ^ ® t t  % i  I Ŵ , c ^

1 ^ ? iM w  ^srRTwi^ m  # T  f l f ^  ^ R ¥ ! M  w f « l % i t ^ ,

'S T O  5̂|J0l?i-1 2 | f ^ ,  'S f W te  ^  ^  W

w i W 2 R w : 4 ^ ^ ^ 5 ^ f » i f ^ ' 'Q  w ? r  c ^ p ic s^

'S li^  £f*TR I

'JsV



i m s  ^  ' ^ i  2t<?t^ ^ j ^ “s*f

x « 5 |%  ^  ’‘1 ^ 1 %  £ t ^

'S^^^C t?t?n^ ^*fsllSi<P 2 ^ ^  ■'W

iT if^  I t ? n ^ « i %  £ t ^  "5[t%  ̂  I

c ^ t m

(TTI^ I 1%^ C^stwf'Q 1 ^ # ^

^® r^5t^ w T %  ^sft^pf ^  ^  v n %  I

(T5|%?n ^

^% ?rrft ^  5t«î 5iH<p ^  - ii^ t^ ii

iV 4 H  ^  9 m  W s ^ r %

i i f i : ® 2 f ^  * f m  2RT^ I ^

^  ^ » m '< rt%  'q ^

# 1  e f^ a s i#  1 ^  1 ^  

oRii?. c*iR®t ^$rt^’‘n ^  i 

^  (7RI stm ^f ^  hf̂
*IP F R  ^S r% M  1 ^  I >̂ 1̂

ts i ’ fR fIs ! w fe  

V)^1lw  1 Ĉ 5?!ô  "Sf̂ JjR  ̂>l<t»«1*̂  t>IC^ >1 ^  (l̂ >i<^«1

^ 5 )1 %  c w  ^  ’^ ° N * f ) ,

gf̂ T̂R:̂  * IW  ^  e l ^ « !%

^<5^ c sT t< F w ^  ^  1

^5[t^ 'SlHl t f |% ^  >IWTt

c > m m  w m  * f m

^!?(|

: 7 r m 5 i w  5H5f 7} t^w ^

^ 5 ^  1^^#?:^ 1 * f f ^  ^  (T it

2tl% ^ 5 1 ^  ^  I ^

C2FR;ŝ

^  > IW ^  W ^  (7H ^  11 ^

'il'w w R  ’‘fi^To ^[i%iH 

*1% w f’ t m  c ^  ^ if^% ?i ’ W® c w

, i |t  t ^ f t

m m  (T it > ™  (? m

f * f f ^  ‘̂ srrc^ rr^  > t t ^ ’,

^f^R)’, ‘̂ *R t 5ii^f^’ 5̂[tfw 

I

^(,*^ls1 W “jt®!

% 5 1 ^  ^  ^5TR^

’ N n t I
i * t ^  ^  7 [ ^  ^  1 * t ^  ^  CPpn; t̂%Fj

1 icsi'S  W ®  ‘̂ ic'^Rilf^^*^

1̂ s'3 °̂'?;^5î  c ^ ' t f  <!>fi%i '31̂ 5,̂ ‘f t w  
^  ^

^°ssm  I wRt ^

< } > ^ > i < t » c ^ ^ ^ c s r r a H

\s‘\'si^ R w tft  I ici)i(?

C ^  ^  % 5 1 ^  ^  '%siHt«1 C ^  

m m  ^  i 1%^ # f M

■ ?P^ >l4(l«lt *Rt 400^

W i f W  ts i ^5H^ ^  i W l l  =1W ^ w w  O T I^ ^  I

ici>i8 ^

îT5H w s  I w f ^  (?n?^ 

w  ^ ^ s im  ĉ e ^  ^  (7it‘?fR 1 ^  #

^5}wi?  ̂ w t ^  ^  W  c ^ n r n R i s ^

2lct?^l>|\!^ >|«pal ^ ® f  ̂ 5flt^ C5Ht\

Wĵ  ^  ^  ■’TnSITsÎ

^ ‘'I R ^ '8 ‘s ii^  'sn^
v5[R7l|t^ I

t lw « o



I 'mm
m^. I

9m  M i# # k  t?;

wRTwm  I

ŝm̂  ^  ' 9 ^  m  (m^
C^K!̂  ^"CTTsliT^

'S ’ l w  i -  ,  ,  ,  -  a 'i>lH'^ I

I m jn  ^^5,, i5p:̂ g 
^  t ^ —  ^  ^  

Gx5lw1;^5iR»^^^5^

> f^  c ^  ’SR^5RH 9 ^

> P im if t  s f w t ^  w c s if  w o  mm\m^

F»\siW  C^M l<M  ^''StW^tFl'^*^ 5c'^C*U'51si*R

Ft^liTf^ 2ft?f <̂1 (Ij^Sft^ (y ft^  

1 ^  C ^ f [ ^  ^  W Rft?{

^  I oq(7̂

^5];?^ <FfR W »

3WSf ^ ^ ^ f % ? l  v£lt 

w t*?R 

w c^  R w  

^  5 fe 0 iq ^ ^ S n 5 fF i^ ^ ‘'’f l ^

iJs'So W  H ^ R ; t r ^

2i5H  ^  'SilWs f^ s ^  1w% f I < p R  

^  ^  ’̂ [ t ^  t?; 

I F f«#  CE^ ^

C^‘%t*?{^^1^?lll'£r^^''5ft^75t:^(.>1 >i‘̂ (,'^tr:?f^W5 

'^P iR si I

it^ î ?(f! ^ sj|

I ¥ t t ^  2t1% ^T^ t t ^ '8 ^  c5^

v stt^  t e  1 ^  ^ sit ̂

‘'IsllTH  <?(.< I ^^'2, t>f\ ^TN» ^^Jt'^rWR

I 1^!S^ C £ t'^

CtpfCSilsi^ C ^ ^ R  2 T i ® J t ^ ^ ^ t % l ’?(

^KfW'9 'srf^ 

^  w ^  c w l^  ^  1

CPHi:^ ^a't %  :p^57i^5^ # t f t  % H  ^

WR;f5ffs>i < t>R %  I ^ w r ;^

^is'ovsw^ -sn  ̂ (M ?f'8 ‘Jrs! c»?fi; t̂mfS  ̂^tf%c?f^

f ^ 'S  ^SrJT^ ^  C'5tf'!lW ^  f^f^iTR:^

^ « i5 t  ^5ri%f ^ s fw  

^  di't ^ « o tw  ^ s f m

‘^ I t ^ ’ ■Rstc^ I i^ ? t^ ? r> i^ W

^  C5l%smp 1 ^ 1 ^  ^  ̂ £ i1^

’'f r w  ^  t% i1^ %  I iss'so  ^

ib-iilt^sfa (2 :0 ^  7f*fjg ■sSstTSf '5 [^ 5 lt^  2|^?|<P

^  f r a  1%i (7i¥t ^ t ^ '8  î m  w ^

HO



w

^  (Titl‘d 'i>J'̂ J'S>̂ ?ft?R

1 ^  1 ^  4SR

« r ^  w m  m « f f  i ^  ^ w m  ^
^ |f|% ? I ^  5 j ^

w  w r i t

PTtH R)Ih<IIC‘̂ '? ,^^ '5^ I
i l 't  ^ 5 f f^  ^  9 f f^  I

5 ^ ^  C5M

^ s £ im  

1 ^  I li€t?r 

^TO s c ^ d ^  ^ n f W t e i ^ S ^

v srf^  'S R iifl^  c ^

> iW 5

w (  m

■'M?R ^  ^  csrf%;et^

w r s i i f e  ^mfl: ^  ^

‘̂ m m  % t  c% w ’

5 f ^  <|5^ ^^\5<fi

» n W r f l i  w rsfj%

c irrc^t^

% t  CT^ WflTtft' '̂iCNs'^

ijiS H  1 5 ^  ^  ^

<Î Rc«1(l^C'^  ̂1 ^  ! ^STl '̂G i£l%SRt

^  ( ? ^  >W£I W 5 ^ 1 %  ^

^ s rtW l^  CSTTsnt I (71W f#l ^
f t ^ a ^  ^  X5^rf|=i I

C5Hf\ C5]m C 'jft^  Sff^WHHVs 

(71, f |̂<Pt«1*  ̂ W^llStwft

^C*^1qr|\s % > [H  2fC?It  ̂ >RS|i7 ■H<pR[̂ 5l I ^ ff€ l# te l

^  CT, % > if? I^  C W

£ f ^  C^«f ^  Wf^' f ^  f ^ [ ^  f r a !

^snw® I I w  f ^ ? f w f lw s i^

w  ^ vm  ^  ^ n # f N  m - 'tR  

^ t W R  ^  ^  I sTffiWte;

w tw c®  2f5K —  (yM̂  ^ n fW N  

^ r f w [ ^  ^  % t  ^  3£f^f t^f
'5rtf^'$i*tsTf^

* r f %  1%^ W 5 n # !^

W H

7R5MI •'tR; ,̂

^  ;£l̂  c W I  W [to 
"̂51 ^  ̂ snvfl*^ £f:slf%s

( v m m  r

^ f ^ ' s  ĉ 'Qt; ^ ^  

*|3F ^  ^  ^rit I

W R  <}5fic^ I 

'51HI% ^v»1<ii)ty ^ ^ ^ '6  ŜftWl̂

Rt>iRR«i I

wm 1 2 m # lft ^tl:i5R ^nw M  

w t f t w m f l  CatRm C ^ 'Q M ^

I l i l t  ^

[̂Htw%?i'Q ^rm  w fbsR tf! w ^rm  ̂
<pRR.«i I ^  c^*(ft, <pR«̂ *̂ , ^Rc<p

^5nM5%?i 1 ^ ? iw f h iw i  2R>H

m ,  ^  ^  ^  1 % ^



^  ^  I

iSioir - R ^  c?#?rf c s } '^  ^  c^)1wt

c ^ o i  fS R  -y\K-m ̂
^ °xfg{^ ^nj% i i

f ^ ? m t f h = R ^  cmi

1 ^  (?riwt^ I W n OTt

%̂sm mm  I c ^ # ? M  mi¥{
?lRf%t vkR ^ jxs*̂ 'srf5t> t̂i;[;  ̂|

^  c w  w r « # ^  -% rR

<?Rc«1 "Sl^s^ ^ f t € t ^  ^C^1«i*^< (M ?lt ^ 'S tl^R i^  

' 5 T R s ^ ^  i W S ! ^  ( S W i W T  

2 fU 5 K ^  w - f  wm
I f ¥ tM  ^«t wRt c^'Q wirr*f

w m  'Q - 'i^  (M "̂ niTNs

w lw c ^  ^ i  c ^

f t ^ \ ^  un ^  I ^ i € t ? i  i ^ ‘f

"$11̂  ̂ si^-sfixs 

1 ^  ^ f i€ W k ^ i^ \^  ^  1

^  W s t

^  s i ^  c ^  ^ ® t  I

>1*1  ̂t^? |IW  # f f l  'Q M W tit, ̂  ̂  «lR. Cff*K

^  I ^  w :^  * f t w $ H

i ^ ’'?fc-^c'fiw I ^ n fW W t CT WC5TI

R % 1 C’̂ CH I

( M s r f t  w f t i i t  ^NSfm

5 # t ^  I c ^ 'G i^ ft^  ^sitfw t^

® T t%  I

"srrfif c w  (■̂ '̂Ŵ  ^  m\m
'S I ^  f ^ - ' 5 ^  ^  C ^  

1*W "®fH= C£R'®tt I '̂5,(,'5| ( 7 0  R^C?1

^ 5 i ^ %  CT,1^?(wfi^wcsf

£f52R:5i 5 t l ^

f ^ ,  m  ^f1%t I

W s H  csrt^vs <)'^ W S l ^  (.H'cW'^W 

’® fn ;^  t ? j ^ ,  (7il;> iW 5 ^ f i j W s

O T  ŝĤ fftsTts! f ^  ^  C ^#?l

^5:1] ‘C5?t̂  c ^ m r c w

■pfT?f%K w ,  C5IH ^

c ^ T sn ^ im  ^  ŝm "sf̂

O T * N  ^

2/3f?5f
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Wf!̂  I (?f̂
2 } t% ^  N S if^  11%^

t  ^  *tT%1< C^ I ^  ^  ■?flT5
W t t M l W i W l  ^  C ^  ^  % r  ^̂ <

2l1% ^  I W ^ 1

^5111^ ^ 5 p #g R  T ^  ^  ^ 1 % W 5  ^ S |

^spfSR q f^ ft # 1 ^  ^B=-

wi%rt w f

H 8



DWINDLING WETLAND RESOURCES 
OF ASSAM

D r .  P r a d i p  S h a r m a
Asst. Professor, Geography Deptt.

Wetlands are the areas of transitional habitats 
between deep water aquatic system and terrestrial 
system, which have been precisely defined in Ramsar 
Convention as “areas of marsh, fen, peatland or water, 
whether natural or artificial, permanent or temporary, 
with water that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish or 
salt, including areas of marine water the depth of 
which at low tide does not exceed six meters”. The 
Brahmaputra and the Barak Valleys are endowed with 
a large number of fresh water wetlands such laJces 
(Beel), ox-bow lakes (Era Suti), marshy tracts (Pitoni, 
Doloni, Jalah etc.) and seasonally flooded plains, th e  
wetlands help the mankind in various ways. The 
wetlands play a significant role in improving water 
quality, controlling floods, recharge and discharge 
ground water level, conservation of bio-diversity and 
generation o f econom ic resource by providing

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  F l o o d p l a i n  W e t l a n d s  i n  I n d i a

livelihood to the poorer section of the rural population. 
But most of the wetlands of the flood plains of the 
Brahmaputra and Bai'ak Rivers are degrading both 
for natural and man induced causes.

The main factors responsible for the eco- 
degradation of wetlands in the two valleys are 
extensive growth of water hyacinth, raising of earthen 
bunds along the banks of almost the entire length of 
the rivers flowing within the state, rapid eutrophication 
caused by debris from the floating vegetation and silt 
accumulation carried by rain water from its banks 
and encroachm ent o f wetland areas for human 
settlements, infrastructure development and various 
other economic activities which have led to the 
shrinkage of wetlands.

To understand how Assam is rich in wetland 
resources, we can compare the data of the state with 
the wetlands of the other states of the country.

S t a t e D i s t r i b u t i o n  ( d i s t r i c t - w i s e ) R i v e r  B a s i n L o c a l  N a m e A r e a  ( H a )

Arunachal
Pradesh

East Kameng, Lower, Subansiri, East 
Siang, Dibang Valley, Lohit, Changlang 
& Tirap

Kameng, Subansiri, Dibang, 
Dihing&  Tirap Beel 2,500

Assam Brahmaputra & Barak Valley Districts Brahmaputra & Barak Beel 1,00,000

Bihar

Saran , C ham paran , Saharsa , 
Muzaffarpur, Darbhanga, Monghyr & 
Purnea

Gandak & Kosi
Maun, Chaui 

& Dhar
40,000

Manipur Imphal, Thoubal & Bishnupur Iral, Imphal & Thoubal Pat 16,500

Meghalaya West Khasi Hills & West Garo Hills Someshwari & Jinjiram Beel 213

Tripura North, South & West Tripura Districts Gumti Beel 500

West Bengal

24- Parganas North & South, Hooghly, 
Naida, Murshidabad, Maldah, Cooch 
Behar, Burdw an, N orth & South 
Dinajpore & Midnapur

Hooghly, Ichhamati, Bhagirathi, 
C hurn i, K alind i, D harub, 
Dharala, Pgla, Jalangi, Behula, 
Torsa & Mahananda

Beel, 
Charha & 

Haor

42,500

T o t a l 2 , 0 2 , 2 1 3

'\(i



From the satellite data it has been observed 
that the total number of wetlands in Assam is 3,513 
covering an area of 1,012.31 sq. km, which constitute 
1.29 percent of the total geographical area of the state.
The distribution o f various ca tegories of wetlands in 
the state presented below, it revealed that there are 
as many as 690 numbers of lakes and ponds covering 
an area o f 15,494 ha constitute 15.3 percent of the 
total area under wetlands. The crescent shaped ox
bow lakes and cut-off meanders are 861 in number, 
which are covering an area o f 15,460.6 ha and 15.27 
percent o f the total wetland areas o f the state. The 
seasonally waterlogged areas constitute a major

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  W e t l a n d s  i n  A s s a m

portion of the wetlands play a significant role in the 
state’s economy mainly. These provide a good amount 
of fishes and other aquatic fauna and also providing 
habitat to a variety of migratory as well as domestic 
birds. In addition, the wetlands are providing a great 
opportunity for supplying irrigation water to the nearby 
agricultural fields during the dry periods. The swampy 
areas, which are covered with water intermittently or 
permanently, usually having shrubs and trees but 
essentially without the accumulation of peat cover 
43,433.5 ha i.e. 42.91 percent of the total wetland 
areas o f Assam. These swamps are main shelter of 
the birds and many aquatic animals.

W e t l a n d  T V p e N u m b e r s A r e a  ( h a ) P e r c e n t

N a t u r a l

Lake/Pond 690 15494.00 15.30

Ox-bow Lake/Cut-off Meander 861 15460.60 15.27

Waterlogged (Seasonal) 1125 23431.50 23.15

Swamp/Marsh 712 43433.50 42.91

T o t a l 3 3 8 8 9 7 8 1 9 . 6 0 9 6 . 6 6

M a n - m a d e

Reservoirs 10 2662.50 2.60

Tanks 115 749.50 0.74

T o t a l 1 2 5 3 4 1 2 . 0 0 3.34

G r a n d  T o t a l 3 5 1 3 1 , 0 1 , 2 3 1 . 6 0 100.00

S ource : A R S A C  R e p o rt on W etlands o f  Assam , 1997

As many as 10 numbers of reseirvoirs in the 
state cover an area of 2662.5 ha, which constitute 
2.63 percent of the total wetland areas. Moreover, 
115 large size tanks have been identified leaving 
thousands of families owned small size tanks because 
of the scale factor in the technology (satellite) apphed 
here. The large 115 tanks together cover an area of 
749 ha i.e. 0.74 percent of the wetiand areas of the 
state.

The distribution pattern of the v/etlands in the 
districts of Assam is not uniform. Nagaon District has 
379 numbers of wetlands of size greater than 2.25 ha 
and ranks fu-st in terms o f number. TTiese wetlands 
cover 11,295 ha of land. On the other hand Morigaon

District accounts only 183 wetlands, has the maximum 
area coverage i.e. 11,685 ha. The N.C. Hills District 
has the least number of wetlands i.e. 10 only. Area 
wise the Hailakandi District records the minimum, only 
840 hectares.

Variations have been observed in size wise 
distribution of wetlands in Assam. As many as 3,341 
numbers of wetlands are founds, w^hich sizes less than 
100 ha, and cover an area o f 55,821.5 ha i.e. more 
than 50 percent of the total wetland areas in the state. 
In the category 100 and 200 ha, there are only 100 
wetlands. As many as 36 wetlands fall in the size 
category 200-300 ha, 14 in 300-400 ha, and only 4 in 
400-500 ha. Altogether 18 wetlands are there in the



state, which size is more than 500 hectares. The Son 
Beel of Karimganj District has been identified as the 
largest wetland in Assam, which covers an area of 
3010 ha.

A ssam  has huge po ten tia l for fisheries  
development based on wetland freshwater. There are 
about 1,392 enlisted beels in Assam of which 423 are 
registered and 969 are un-registered (Table Below).

B e e l  F i s h e r i e s  u n d e r  D i f f e r e n t  C a t e g o r i e s  i n  A s s a m

As many as 464 beels under un-registered category 
still remain under the control of the private owners, 
while the rests 505 control by the State government. 
All these beels together, are constitutes approximately 
61 percent of the total lentic water bodies of the state. 
If properly managed in scientific manner, these 
wetlands can play a pivotal role in boosting rural 
economy in addition to groundwater recharge and 
flood contro.

C a t e g o r y N u m b e r A r e a  ( h a ) C o n d i t i o n

G o o d S e m i - d e r e i i c t D e r e l i c t

Registered 423 40,000 10,000 15,000 35,000

Unregistered 969 60,000 NiU 10,000 30,000

Total 1,392 1,00,000 10,000 25,000 65,000

As most of the unmanaged wetlands in Assam 
have been shortened survival range both from the 
physical Ufe and the productive life due to natural as 
w ell as man induced causes, it requires urgent need 
f i r conservation and proper management. These have 
been disputing opinions regarding the development of 
wetlands (M.M. Goswami 2008). According to the 
first opinion “the natural wetland should be free from 
all kinds of human activities and be maintained by the 
na tu re  only so that th e ir spongy w etland  
characteristics of swamp caused by the ongoing 
process of macrophytic succession be sustained. 
There should not be any kind of developmental work 
in the wetland for enabling free access of faunae for 
habitat formation, forging and breeding” .

The second opinion refers “The w etland 
should be exclusively used/ developed for fisheries, 
whi:h means a unidirectional use. There should be 
maximum exploitation of fish for economic support to 
the state”.

Compromising the first two opinions the third

conservation, avian parks/ sanctuaries, recreation and 
eco-tourism or combination of any one with fisheries 
development. Development of fisheries should be 
made without any damage to the natural ecosystem, 
which is possible only through wedand management 
system” .

Considering the role of the wetlands in Assam 
in maintaining the water regime and developing a 
unique ecosystem together with potentialities for 
tourism and fisheries development, we can accept 
neither the first nor the second opinions for wetland 
development. Obviously, some wetlands, which are 
undisturbed or littie disturbed till now and rich in 
biodiversity should be preserved for biodiversity 
conservation and ecotourism development. With more 
than 90 percent of population being fish eaters, and 
being 50 percent of its required fish importing from 
outside the state, some of the wetlands, which are 
normally smaller in size may be developed in scientific 
way as fisheries. All the low lying areas in both the 
river basins need to be preserved to retain excess

opinion has been put forwarded as “there should be 
development of wetlands and the wetland resources 
are put to the multipurpose use like fisheries, wildlife

ver water during the flood period to reduce the loss 
f  precious human and animal lives as well as property 
f  poorer people of the nu'al areas.



THEORETICAL ANALYSIS OF 
MAMONIRAISOM GOSWAMI'S NOVELS

Daisy Barm an
TDC 3'̂  Year, English Deptt.

Indira Goswam i 
who wrote under the pen 
name Mamoni Raisom 
Goswami is a celebrated 
nam e in the fie ld  o f 
Assamese literature. All 
of her novels concentrate 
on the socially relevant 
issues and take a 
feminist approach. She 
rep resen ts  w om en in 
such a w ay tha t they 
must be considered to be 
m ore than a socia l 
identity. Here an effort is 
m ade to  analyse  the 
theoretical base of this 
eminent Jnanpith Award 
w inner l i t te ra te u r ’s 
novels.

‘M am ore D hora 
Tarowal’ (1980) is one of 
her famous novels, the
women characters here play twin role -  as a worker 
and an untouchable Dalit. The reason of being an 
untouchable is also the reason for them becoming 
working class. But the cultural markers of being a 
Dalit prevent women from becoming worker in the 
truest sense of the term, that is, whose labour is 
completely ‘alienated’. It creates the cause to argue, 
whether women workers have right to the commercial

use o f  the ir bodies 
against the wishes of 
the men and against the 
m orality that rejects 
P ro stitu tio n . The 
challenge that women 
face is not on whether 
Prostitution is crime or 
not. They are 
challenged  on the 
ground that culuirally 
p ro stitu tio n  is not 
accep tab le  to the 
comm unity. Though 
labou r fo r the 
construction work is an 
accep tab le  form  o f 
alienation, commercial 
use of body by women 
to fend off poverty is 
not an acceptable form 
of alienation of labour.
The novel brigs out 

how construc tion  o f an iden tity  is no t only 
economically, but also culturally conditioned especially 
with regard to women and their right over their bodies. 
Thus the novelist shows how women’s body is the 
site of both economic and cultural conflict.

‘Nilakanthi Braja’ (1976) can be considered the 
modern classic of Assamese literature. Here, the 
novelist projects the miserable lives of young widows



In most texts of the post colonial period, language has played a major role in 
harmonizing differences within society along lines of ethnicity, class, region or 

gender towards the mould of Assamese nation. The structure of her texts can be 
taken as significant attempts to overcome the critique of the universality of

Assamese identity in the valley.
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abandoned by their families in Vrindavan. She takes 
up the issue and reveals the pathos that surround the 
lives of these helpless women. The contrast here is 
the abstraction of spiritual beauty with the reality of 
physical squalor. The protagonist of the novel, who is 
a young window' encounters overwhelming poverty, 
terrible need, inhumanity and degrading behavior in 
the holy shrine of Hinduism and a place that should 
have embodied the high ideals of the religion itselfi

Another novel 'Bhikhar Patra Bhangi' deals 
with the language that is spoken in the Brahmaputra 
Vally. In this novel, women from different regions of 
the vally converse in the different variants of the 
language, the use of language highlights the nature of 
social interaction of regions belonging to a culture as 
well as die differential class formation and the inability 
o f w om en based  on th is c lass d iffe rence  to 
comprehend each other as social beings. Language 
is used in this novel as the signifier of these embedded 
differences and it deconstructs the category of 
“wom an’ within constituents. So, despite being 
women, they are unable to help and understand each 
odier.

'Senabor Sot' (1972) is another novel by ^he 
sam e author. The su b jec t-m atte r here is the 
exploitation of its laborers by a bridge construction 
company. Through this subject, she exposes the 
inhumane treatment of one class by the other, based 
on socio-economic differences that have become, an 
acceptable sphere of life in India.

'Datal Hatir Uye Khowa Hawda' (1988) is 
called the masterpiece of Mamoni Raisom Goswami. 
The novel vividly brings out the superstition, the misuse 
of power and the oppressions that the widows had to 
confront. The hypocrisy o f the Brahmins, their

pretence and their lopsided values tawards the rich 
and the poor is given appropriate expression. The 
language variations are operative features o f the 
fundamental unity of the culture -  which is reflected 
in the novel.

In many of her novels the language of narration 
has played a critical role in the narrative. Characters 
and characterizations have a close relationship with 
language. The m eaning o f charac te rs  and 
characterisation can not be understood in isolation 
from the role of language. The meaning of plot is also 
crucially related to the use of language. An analysis 
o f the textual structure o f G osw am i’s fictions 
highlights tiiat it is the Assamese culture, its nature 
including the conflicts that lie at the centre of her 
fictions. The texts of Mamoni Raisom Goswami are 
very important for the larger study of text and textual 
structure in Assamese fiction. In most texts of the 
post colonial period, language has played a major role 
in harmonizing differences within society along lines 
of ethnicity, class, region or gender towards the mould 
of Assamese nation. The structure of her texts can 
be taken as significant attempts to overcome the 
critique of the universality of Assamese identity in 
the valley.

Mamoni Raisam Goswami’s texts, therefore are 
different from other contemporary women writers in 
Assamese language such as Nirupama Bargohain, 
Phula Goswami or even the younger writers. The main 
point of difference between the texts of Goswami 
and other contemporaries is that unlike the latter in 
the former a distinction is created between subject- 
matter and its arrangement into a textual structure in 
terms of language and grammar, as well as plot and 
characterisation.



LAW AND SOCIETY

Susmita Sarma
TDC 3"' Year, English Deptt.

Laws are said to have been made to govern, 
control and instruct human conduct in various fields 
of life. Throughout human history laws have been made 
and amended. There have been laws governing the 
social, economic, and 
po litica l aspects o f 
human live, regarding 
equality, liberty and 
fraternity  in  human 
society . In the 
primitive times, laws 
w ere based  on the 
basic  needs o f  the 
peop le  i.e . food, 
c lo th in g , shelter.
G radually  various 
relig ions started  to 
advocate  the law s 
govern ing  p e o p le ’s 
lives in  various 
aspects. But in ancient 
times laws have often 
been discrim inatory
like differentiation in implementation of law ini the caste 
system, discrimination regarding gender etc.

But in modem times, the main aim of law is to 
ensure the prevalence of Justice and order in the 
society.

But, it has been observed that though various 
categories of laws have been made to ensure the 
smooth functioning of the society, they haive been 
unable to yield the expected results.

If observed closely, it can be seen that the 
failure in the functioning of these laws is directly 
related to the behaviour and attitude of the people in 
the society on which the law implements itself. The

success of a law or policy depends hugely on the 
attitude of flie society, as after all it is the people of 
the society who make the laws and policies function. 
They are the most important constituents in a law or

policy.
One o f the 

m ajor reasons for 
the failure  in the 
implementation of 
the law s in our 
coun try  is that 
though the laws are 
s tric t and cover 
almost every aspect 
of the society, they 
have failed to affect 
and create an impact 

, on the mindsets of a 
■ ; large section of the

• people.
' r   ̂ The attitude

~ :__ -__ _̂__ of the people of the
society  is one o f 

aloofness and irreverence. They ignore the laws and 
remain indifferent towards them even after breaking 
those laws and causing damage to society. These 
people have ceased to feel the necessity to obey the 
law; they have in many cases refused to even accept 
the law and the change, even if it is good for the 
society, into their lives. They in many cases actually 
don’t want the change to happen as the evil which 
the law aims to remove benefits them in some way or 
the other. They don't even care that the malicious 
benefits and pleasures they acquire from these evils 
harm the society. Take for example, the dowry and 
bride-buming cases which are rampant even in the

V o
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so called modem and civilized societies of India. Even 
after the existence of so many laws and acts regarding 
dowry cases, the frequency of these cases are still 
very high. It is because even though women have 
come forward in various fields, society and in many 
cases even m any w om en refuse  to le t th e ir  
counterparts have an equal status as men. They still 
practice such a devilish ritual in the name of tradition 
for material gains. Another example we can tdke is 
that of the caste system and untouchability which are 
still prevalent in many parts of the country. Sections 
of the lower caste people are still being oppressed 
and humiliated in various ways. The reason behind 
tiiis is that their oppressors don’t want them to move 
forward even if they know that these poor people 
can develop in life and in fact have already prpved 
that they can achieve and succeed in life just like others 
as they can exploit these people for their own benefit 
if they remain ignorant and poor. Another noticeable 
factor which clearly shows the negligence of law and 
misuse of the deplorable conditions of the poor sections 
of die society is the unsuccessful implementation of 
the policies of educational and economic upliftment 
and the failure of these policies to realize its aims 
spreading education to all the sections of the society 
and the economic upliftment o f the poor sections of 
the society and to provide equal opportunities to all. 
These policies have failed as the higher sectioris of 
the society can benefit from their ignorance.

The problem here is that even the oflFicials from 
tile authorities who are supposed to see to the well 
implementation of the laws are also involved in such 
heinous acts. If these people’s mindsets, their thinking 
does not change, the laws are of no value as people 
will try to break and disobey the law whenever and in 
whichever way they can. They will definitely try to 
take the benefit of the loopholes in the laws.

Now, the question is how to teach the otherwise

matured, intelligent and understanding adults to be 
sincere in obeying laws, how to make them realise 
their duties towards the laws and their nation if they 
refuse to accept it even knowing that it is for the 
betterment o f the society.

It is for these people themselves to realise their 
duties regarding the betterment of the society. They 
should realise that they are an integral part of tiie 
society and society is also important for tiiem as they 
can’t live their lives in reclusion, separated from the 
society. They fail to realise that the evils which they 
are helping to prevail in the society might at any time 
affect them also. They also fail to realise that the 
harm they are doing to the society may harm them in 
turn, and when it does, they can’t claim for justice. 
Instead, if they help in the smooth functioning of tiie 
laws, they will help in the betterment of Uie society, 
which in turn will benefit them. It is high time that 
these people realise this fact, and if they function in a 
positive way, it can be guaranteed that the society 
will progress together at an equal level benefitting each 
individual residing in it.
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î Kl<̂ <lR̂  >i(.t>̂ sH *T5;?I I L ^  s T t^ -^ s iH  <!>C"̂  ̂ 1>«1C'® '»it>«lRc^ 11 ^  (.̂ w'l<P

c s i w n ^  C ® w -*I® ^  I 'SR?rê  ^5itsT5it% ^ w fl; C ^
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LIFE'S CYANIDE

Saswati Das
H. S. P ‘ Year; Science

The full moon is spreading it’s incredible 
brightness over the freshly bloomed might queens. 
The stars though not properly visible in this so called 
city’s sky are trying to give company to it. E',xhausted 
I try not to remember the day as I sit in the lovely 
bench to feel some amount of the polluted ‘fresh’ air. 
It’s empiric bit of general to all that no matter how 
hard me try, to forget some instances but our mind 
hardly accepts it. And some moments later it sends 
its suffocating inactions towards us and that’s how 
we suffer!!!

There’s nothing special about today’s night 
either, some as always; the siime time of the day when 
my heait sails to dreams, only to be shattered again. 
But thing that’s special is that today’s might wont 
repeat again. After just few more hours it will become
yesterday and then a new day. T h e ..... struggle to
get up early, the usual struggle to cook brealJast, to 
oath in 15 mints, to read the newspaper, to take Bruno’ 
for a walk, to grab a seat in the bus, to cross the busy 
road and then of course my f avorite part; to sign the 
attendance register....... “Dr. Sandya Sharma”.

Those two words bring recognition to my

otherwise unknoven self. The realization of the success 
of my dream so desired brings prideness to my eyes. 
Indeed it took quite a b it of struggle for me to 
understand that I really wanted to become a doctor. 
As I grew up from an infant to a teen, my aims grew 
along with my physical grow th:

Class -  1 ; 'Teacher'
Class -  3 : 'Pilot'
Class -  5 : 'Army'
Class -  7 ; 'Model'
Class -  9 : 'Engineer'
And finally 
Class -  10 : 'Doctor'
Becoming a doctor was hard but serving as a 

doctor was even harder and today was the hardest of 
all. 3 years and I don’t remember asking anything 
from god for myself. The previous selfish me was 
transformed into a selfish service person just with the 
addition of those two letters. Myself being an arrogant 
feminist, never showed my feelings to any one, indeed 
I never felt for any one but this case was different. 
Yeah! really different.
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available, it seems you’ll have to come for the night 
duty again even today.

Excusing myself from my duties was never a 
habit for me but who knew that sometimes it’s 
essential to follow some myths.

Anah!!! No serious patients for the night. I 
guess I can have a little nap .... But nah!!

Ma'am Sorry to disturb you but there’s an 
emergency ... Leukemia patient, needs immediate 
medication. Please can you come to the third floor 
emergency unit soon?

Room N o ; 309.
My favourite hang out point for the next 3 

m onths. N iharika Bora, Leukem ia (last stage) 
suffering since 3 and a half years. From Guwahati, 
Assam

Hope of improvement; Now.
Well, that night destiny made me meet my long 

lost best friend, my best friend from my high school 
St. Josheph convent, Guwahati. It was probably our 
farewell day when we last met. Succeeding that phone 
calls and messages did continue but due to over hectic 
schedules we slowly lost contacts and although a peep 
into my old slam book forced me to search for her but 
the number never allowed “The number you are trying 
to reach, does not exist, please check the number and 
dial again.

I myself took her case. Though I knew it would 
be so difficult for me to see her in pain but tjo spend 
some time with her was like a treasure hunt for me, 
and 1 didn’t agree to lose it. Niharika was the witness 
of the golden years of my life. Our long gossips, mute 
chats in the library, our dance programmes, oxir crying 
for marks, our stupid fights, our silly jokes, our without
any reason treats, o u r ............. calls during ........ yes I
miss everything. And to get her back after so many 
years, I was trying to, retrieve the kid within me. The 
lost friendship strengthened again only to meet the 
hard truth of fate. And slowly her health deteriorated.
I tried everything, I consulted eveiy specialist possible 
in every possible ways to save her but it was too late. 
I hardly allowed myself to check the other patients as

I never wanted to take her away from ray sight and 
then it was today.

“You know sandhya, you have been my bestest 
friend always. I can never desire for anyone better 
than you. Even I tried hard to get in touch with you 
but was unable to do so. Just after completing my
first year of graduation. I was verified f o r .........And
that was when everything around me just shattered. I 
completed my graduation but was unable to complete 
my masters as my health did not allow me to do so. 
For few months some of the friends did come for 
company but later they left too. Life was trouble, it 
was miserable and you know what I asked god? I 
asked him to make me meet you before 1 die and see 
he granted my wish. I knew you missed me too I 
knew you will support me as before and be my strength 
forever and the day before I came here, the doctor in 
guwahati said that I have got only few more days left 
and nothing more could be done. But, mom was 
determined to save me.

She decided to bring me here. Little did 1 know 
that my last days will be the bestest days o f my life 
and that I will cherish them forever as Munys, although 
I don’t knew which one is longer...? Now please 
sandhya promise me that you will remember me 
forever.

“Niharika what are you saying dear. You are 
going to hve okay! And don’t take that stupid die word 
in your mouth again.”

“No, you promise me.”
“Of course I will, I don’t think that I need to 

promise you that, don’t you trust me?”
“I do but just for satisfaction. Sandya, you know 

the days when I was bedridden although you were 
miles away from me but your cute letters, your 
innumerable gifts, your handmade cards, the colourful 
boots that we made, the flowers which you and me 
stole, became my only support. And today I feel lucky 
enough to die near you...”

Saying so Niharika rested her tired head in my 
arms, catching me firmly, she just closed her eyes 
never to open again.
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Prerona M ishra
TDC V  Year, Econom ics

P o r t r a i t  i n  T e a r s

Jayashree M azumder
TDC 2'"' Year. Zoology

It's so hot outside.
The biology says you can't survive in this temperature. 
The heat has had its fii'st step in your house 
Now? Where to escape?
Water bodies around you have died 
New hotels have occupied their land.

Who will satisfy the thirst?
Now nothing is left to satisfy your thirst
The thirst of material gain or water
Every one has .sacrificed their life satisfying your
thirst...
But who knew the thirst will never end...

That tree at the back of your house 
Who provided shade till years,..
Ooh yes it's there,,.
But the day a nev/ air conditioner was bought 
That was its death day...
And was bom a show case to show off.

No hill station 
Is coo! now...

No ocean
Has marine life and freshness now,..

No longer rain kisses Mawsynram 
No longer is the greenei^ there 
To soothe the eyes.

It looks sun is the new neighbor now
Heal and warmth
Is the only thing I can feel.

Hope when you see
The tears rolling down the eyes of your child.
Will you realize your mistake
Even tear wont slay long sun will drink that loo.

A girl was I bom,
With lots of joy 1 had staged the house.
The life as a girl has seen many faces;
It’s a painful breathe,
It’s only a sight of the tired eyes.
Life has now surrendered in a crib.
It wanders around in the mist.
Like a daughter, I stepped in the house.
With garlands of ecstasy everyone greeted me. 
Feelings within me had no words to express. 
The pain in me is yet to burst out.
The days and night always occurred.
But it alw'ays hid some rosy-faces behind.
Like a sister, 1 had a support in me.
Now as a wife. I touched someone’s heart. 
Like a mother, a girl loved everyone,
Life was entangled in the house through me 
Each moment passes with tears in eyes,
The smile on my lips has a fake view,
The wind blushes in tune.
But there seems no music on a blue moon.
The shower weeps by the side,
Just like a new bom smile.
The love around has a distorted glimpse.
The summer moon now dries my tears.
The winter nights now bums me to death.
The river shines with poison bed,
The woods dance in grace with wounds.
The stars collapse giving me a bless.
To regret on oneself is what we do.
To live with pain is what we deserve 
The future never turned apart from this.
It had framed us as we are 
A warm hug of bride,
Kills me in each beat.

The eyes of hope now lose its identity.
As I walk on thorns
With fresh blood laid on my path.
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G=f  ̂Ĉ Ĵ ^51^1 CW l ^

^  f e  I

>i*j^^ ? 5 l ^  '̂ 5?!̂  '^<'2ife^ '5Tf<F5R

f%f 1̂153 '̂5!j'̂  WH1

c ^ # rn '^  '< n f^  f e i* ^ ’ ^ -  
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w  ĉ P̂-

C#^T=n—  Si7̂  1%| 5j^ft?ll >P":?ife W.^iKl-?
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‘̂ t te ? N W f|;% 5 ^ f6 ^ * tl l% t^  

^T f%  I ’ K l ^ ‘!itl;-^ ^ 5 i? f

’ t l ^  ®Ttt^ I ‘s^î  t w  i îl:

g f ^  <isRf^«i, c w t ^
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b^lw ^I^ '®Jlf^ c ^  fr-̂ i l? f e ^
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cv î îH uqi::?f > 1 ° ^ ,  ^

Rt?<t 'srMPi wW ,

WfWl, CT 'STR W  m  ^ % T  ^  ’ W  

O T  W f ?  C ^  W  

(T T K ^ S ^  ^  ’ f f e  

C ^w t4  1^ C5fH ^  ^  f ^ . . . ” (m
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4 ) w  “y f if ^  ^ ^ \ * t  I ŵ  "®iw?i sft’̂  *Tf̂ R<̂  

‘f t 't t  < ^ ’ fm\% I

iTT?!̂  (bRiiSS)  ̂ ^<;st*lt Ĉ f̂*TR W
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C^ ^  (?!t<# ^  v£!  ̂ ^  I

Give us this day our daily bread, 1^ l”

^  ^  % T 

"SR^ «1W—  “How wonderful that we have met 
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S A U R A V  K U M A R  C H A L IH A
AN UNUSUAL STORYTELLER, 

A SUAVE MODERNIST

Dr. Garima Kaiita
A sst. P r o f e s s o r ,  E n g l i s h  D ep tt .

T h e  n a rra to r ’ s c h ie f  p u rp o se  is  to  in s tru c t  and  a lso  to  d e lig h t. F o r  

a lm o st e v e ry  n a rra to r th e  ta le  is  th e  c ru x , th e  m a in s ta y  -  In  th e  p ro c e ss  

o f  n a rra tio n , ‘w h a t’ b e co m e s m o re  im p o rta n t th a n  ‘ H o w ’ . T h e  s to ry , 

th e  e s se n c e , a s  it  w e re , h o ld s  fa s t  to  th e  g e n re , th e  lin e a r ity  o r th e  

d e v e lo p m e n t fro m  A  to  B  o r A  to  Z . th e  s to ry  te lle r  w e a v e s  o n e  s tr in g  to  

th e  o th e r, b a c k  an d  fo rth  an d  o n e  to  a n o th e r an d  th is  is  th e  w a y  it  g a in s  

m o m e n tu m . T h e n  th e re  a re  tw is t s , c r is e s  an d  a  c u h n in a tio n . T o  sa y  

g e n e ra lly , th is  se e m s to  b e  th e  p a tte rn .

W h e re  d o  w e  p la c e  a  n a rra to r lik e  S a u ra v  K i'. C h a lih a , w h o  d o es 

n o t sp a re  a n  in c h  fo r  lin e a r ity  o r c u lm in a tio n  a s  an  in e v ita b le  re stin g  

p o in t b e fo re  th e  e n d in g . H e  b e g in s  a  s to ry  h ea d lo n g  in  th e  m id d le , ta rr ie s  

th e re  fo r  a  c o n s id e ra b le  le n g th  -  in  fa c t  h e  m o v e s  a ro u n d  th e  to p ic  in  a 

c ir c u la r  m a n n e r, a ro u n d  a n d  b e y o n d  th e  c e n tre , h e  e la b o ra te s  an d  

e x p a n d s . T a k e  fo r  in s ta n c e  th e  s to ry , “ T i l l  th e  B u s  A r r iv e s ” . H e re  

n o n c h a la n t, n o n d e sc rip t c h a ra c te rs  w a it  im p a tie n tly  a t th e  b u s sto p  an d  

b re a k  in to  c o n v e rsa tio n s  to  d is s o lv e  m o n o to n y , b o re d o m  an d  th e  se n se  

o f  e n n u i th a t p e rm e a te  th e  c h a ra c te rs . A  ch a t v e n d o r is  a t th e  c e n tre , he 

e p ito m ize s e v e ry th in g  la z y  and  d ro o l in  th e  a m b ien ce . U n t il th e  b u s a rr iv e s , 

tim e  sta n d s s t i l l , b u t th e  m ic ro s c o p ic  m o m en t is  le t  lo o se , o r re g u la te d  as 

th e  a m b ie n c e  d e m a n d s. T h e  tim e  in d ic a to r , th e  c lo c k  is th e  v e n d o r, w h o  

at th is  p re se n t m o m e n t is  in  s ta s is , b u t th e  m o m e n t th e  s c h o o l b e ll r in g s  

to  in fo rm  th e  e n d  o f  c la s s e s , th e  v e n d o r sp rin g s  to  a c tio n - th e  n a rra to r 

d e sc rib e s  h o w  th e  v e n d o r w ith  a  d e ft h a n d  s ta rt p re p a rin g  th e  ch a ts  

w ith  in g e n io u s  m a s a l^ , suiTounded b y  th e  yo u n g  e ag e r j j ir ls  o f  the s c h o o l 

M a n y  s to rie s  o f  C h a lih a  d o  n o t e xp a n d  b e yo n d  th e  m o m en t. T h e  m o m e n t 

b e co m e s th e  e sse n ce  o f  a l l re a liz a t io n , sp e c u la tio n  an d  c o n te m p la tio n . 

L i f e ’ s  d iv e rs ity  is  o b se rv e d  in  it s  m in u te s t d e ta il, a  m ic ro s c o p ic  im a g e  -  

th e  in te r io r  m o n o lo g u e  o f  th e  p ro ta g o n is t, w h ic h  is  w r itte n  in  th e  sp h e re  

o f  th a t m o m e n t. S to r ie s  lik e  “ In  th e  H a ir  d re ss in g  S a lo n ”  o r “ In  th e  

S tu d io ”  a re  m a g n ific e n t c ra fts  lik e  m in ia tu re  p a in tin g s  w ith  s m a lle s t o f  

d e ta ils  c ra fte d  w ith  e a se  an d  f la w  le s  g ra p h ic  d e lin e a tio n . In  b e tw e e n , 

th e  d is p a s s io n a te  c o m m e n ta ry  o f  th e  d ie g e t ic  n a rra to r  w o rk s  lik e

The fac t that Saurav Kr. 
Chaliha was a voracious 
reader and observer o f 
human life and episteme brigs 
our focus to the influences he 
must have been prone to in his 
forms of literary expressions. 
Though his confessions about 
life and writing were never 
straight because at moments 
he had to undergo complex 
and awkward experiences 
regarding personal and 
literary identity, he referred to 
some literary giants like Issac 
Asimov and Garcia Marquez, 
who at moments inspired him 
to write and think.



u n d e rlin in g  b o ld  p re c e p ts . L i f e ’ s tru th s  o r v e r ita b le  

e m o tio n s  a re  d ila te d  fo r  so m e e x tra p o la tio n , so m e 

h e ig h ten in g .

G o in g  b y  the in fin ite  n u m b e r o f su b je c ts  C h a lih a  

d e a ls  in  it  is  v ir tu a lly  im p o ss ib le  to  re fe r  to  a ll th e  

n u a n ce s  o f  h is  s ty le  th a t a cco m m o d a te s th em  b u t a 

g la rin g  p h eno m en o n  o f  h is  n a rra tio n  is  th a t th e  e y e  o f 

th e  s to ry te lle r  d o es n o t e sca p e , th e  c o n ce n tra tin g  g aze  

sw e e p in g  o v e r th e  d e ta ils  o f  lif e , liv in g  and  re fle c tio n . 

T h e  stor>' te lle r  sp e a ks o f th e  ‘m o m en t’ -  th e  e p ip h a n ic  

s ta te  w h ic h  h e  m a rv e lo u s ly  co n d e n se s , d ila te s  an d  in  

a  f la s h  lik e  illu m in a t io n  a c h ie v e s  th e  m ira c le , th e  

cu lm in a tio n  w h ic h  is , a s in  O  H em ^ , th e  c lim ^ . S a u ra v  

K r . C h a lih a  h a s  w r itte n  so m e o f  th e  b e st sh o rt s to r ie s  

in  A ssa m e se . H is  p a ce  is  q u ic k  y e t sm o o th , th e  su b je c t 

c o rre sp o n d in g ly  re sp o n d s to  th e  fo rm  an d  th e  fo rm  to 

th e  s u b je c t. In  th e  p ro c e ss  th e  e s s e n tia l fo rm a t o f th e  

s to ry  re a d s lik e  a  m o n o lo g u e ; th e  p ro ta g o n ist n a rra te s  

th e  a m b ie n c e  in  b re a th le ss  sp eed  -  th e  p e o p le  in  th e  

b a c k d ro p . E v e r y  re fle c tio n  is  g iv e n  ro o m  to o , th e  

n a rra to r ’ s v o ic e  is  d ie  m o st im p o rta n t v o ic e  an d  in  

s c e p tic  c y n ic is m  h e  ca p tu re s  th e  fo o lh a rd y  a ttem p ts 

o f  th e  2"‘‘ p ro ta g o n is t -  B e n u  M is ra  in  “ A  G a m e  o f  

C h e s s ”  (E h a t  D a b a ). T h e  iro n ic a l g a ze  o f  th e  f ir s t  

p e rso n  n a rra to r re p re se n ts  th e  e a se  an d  c o m fo rt o f  

th e  p r iv ile g e d  c la s s .

In  ‘ B a r c a r o le ’ th e  e v e n s o n g  a t a V e n ic e  

G o n d o la  b e co m e s th e  e ve n so n g  at a  G u w a h a ti d u stk - 

th e  c h a n g e o v e r o f  th e  s ta rk  su n sh in e  c h a n g in g  to  th e  

g la r in g  lig h t  o f  th e  neo n  b u lb s  an d  th e  tw in k lin g  sta rs  

in  th e  s k y  b e co m e s a  fa n ta s y  w o r ld . T h e  m a ste r 

s to ry te lle r , c u r io u s ly  fa m o u s fo r  h is  iro n ic a l g a ze , 

e v id e n c e d  in  th e  s to ry  “ G o la m ” , s h ifts  o u r fo c u s  to  

th e  se n se  o f  o th e r w o r ld lin e s s  w h ic h  m a k e s  th e  

m u n d an e  e x tra o rd in a ry . T h e  ‘ lit t le  p e o p le ’ o f th is  s m a ll 

w o rld  a re  re p re se n te d  b y  s m a ll c h a ra c te rs  lik e  P ra n a b , 

U m a , m a m a , th e  im p a s s iv e  y e t th e  s to ic  m o th e r an d  

w ith  th e m  an d  a ro u n d  th e m  th e ir  a m b ie n c e ; T h e  

e x q u is ite  e a se  w ith  w h ic h  th e  n a rra to r d ra w s  th e  

e v e n in g  in  th e  m e tro p o lis  in  E u ro p e  in  a p a ra lle l v e in  

w ith  t iie  e v e n in g  in  o u r s m a ll to w n  is  re a lly  m a rv d lo u s  

an d  it  sp e a k s  o f  th e  a d ro it g a it  o f  a  la n g u a g e  w h ic h  is  

c o m p le te ly  m a ste re d  b y  th e  c ra ftsm a n .

In  ‘B in a  K u t ir ’ (T h e  H o u se  o f  Ja s m in e ), o n e  

o f th e  b e st n a rra t iv e s  o f  S a u ra v  K r . C h a lih a , th e  o ld  

d ila p id a te d  b u ild in g  w ith  th e  ja sm in e  b o w e r in  fro n t is  

th e  p ro ta g o n is t an d  th e  n a rra to r m o st m e tic u lo t is ly  

g a th e rs  m a te ria ls  an d  re c o n stru c ts  th e  s to ry  o f  the 

h o u se  -  w ith  th e  fa m ily  m e m b e rs o f  th e  o w n e r, a

d e d ic a te d  te a c h e r w ith  h is  le g a c y  o f  v a lu e s  an d  

s a c r if ic e  w h ic h  d o es n o t f in d  a p p ro p ria te  re sp o n se s 

fro m  a ll h is  g ro w n  u p  c h ild re n . T h e  s to ry  ca p tu re s  

th e  d e ca d e n ce  an d  c o rro s io n  o f  h u m an  v a lu e s  in  th e  

w a k e  o f  m e rc ile s s  c o m m e rc ia lism , c ra v in g  fo r  p ro fit  

a n d  p r io r it iz a t io n  o f  s e lf  o v e r  fa m ily  a n d  s o c ia l 

c o n c e rn s . T h e  h o u se  it s e lf  e p ito m iz in g  th e  m y stiq u e , 

n o s ta lg ia , m e m o ry  an d  d e s ire  o f  a  b yg o n e  e ra  sta n d s 

a s  a  co n d e n se d , p o ten t m e ta p h o r o f  lo v e , ro m a n ce  

an d  sa n c tity  o f  li f e . T h e  u p w a rd  c lim b  o f  th e  n a rra tiv e  

is  s ta lle d  a t th e  e n d , w h e n  th e  c u lm in a tio n  is  e xp o se d  

in  th e  fo rm  o f b ath o s and  th e  m e tic u lo u s ly  w o ve n  sp ira l 

o f  e te rn a l ro m a n tic  f a lls  w ith  a  th u d -th e  p u n g e n cy  o f 

r e a liz a t io n  b r in g s  h o m e  th e  fa c t  th e  m o n e ta ry  

co n s id e ra tio n  h a s th e  la s t  la u g h  o v e r lo v e , re la tio n sh ip  

an d  g e n u in e  h u m an  e m o tio n .

T h e  f a c t  th a t  S a u ra v  K r .  C h a lih a  w a s  a 

v o ra c io u s  re a d e r a n d  o b s e rv e r o f  h u m a n  li f e  an d  

e p is te m e  b rig s  o u r fo c u s  to  th e  in flu e n c e s  h e  m u st 

h a v e  b een  p ro n e  to in  h is  fo rm s o f  lite ra ry  e x p re ss io n s . 

T h o u g h  h is  c o n fe s s io n s  ab o u t li f e  an d  w r it in g  w e re  

n e v e r s tra ig h t b e ca u se  a t m o m e n ts h e  h a d  to  u n d e rg o  

c o m p le x  a n d  a w k w a rd  e x p e r ie n c e s  re g a rd in g  

p e rso n a l an d  lite ra r y  id e n t ity , he  re fe rre d  to  so m e 

lite ra ry  g ia n ts  lik e  Is s a c  A s im o v  and  G a rc ia  M a rq u e z , 

w h o  a t m o m e n ts in s p ire d  h im  to  w r ite  an d  th in k . I t  is  

n o t k n o w n  w h e th e r h e  w a s  in f lu e n c e d  b y  m a g ic  

re a lis m , b u t h is  in v o lv e m e n t w ith  th e  n a rra t iv e , th e  

sp e c ia l c a p a b ility  th a t h e  sh o w e d  in  d e lin e a tin g  th e  

a m b ie n c e  w ith  a l l it s  d e ta ils , th e  c re a t io n  o f  th e  

c o n fin e d  a u ra  d is t in c t  to  it s  o w n , and  th e  c h a ra c te rs  

h e a v ily  d ra w n , m a g n e tic a lly  to  th e  a m b it p o in t to  h is  

a f f ilia t io n  to w a rd s  th is  k in d  o f  n a rra tio n .

E ls e w h e re , in  a  se p a ra te  a n a ly s is  I  h ad  trie d  to  

se e  th e  s to r ie s  o f  S a u ra v  K r . C h a lih a  w ith  th e  sh o rt 

n a rra t iv e s  o f  G o rg e  L u is  B o rg e s  an d  s tu d ie d  th e  

d iv e rs it ie s  o f  th e ir  w o n d ro u s  ta le s  o n  th e  sam e  p la n e . 

B o th  o f  th em , as 1 ten d ed  to  se e , u sed  th e ir b a ckg ro u n d  

in  a  m a g ic a lly  m a rv e llo u s  m a n n e r an d  a lso , u sed  th e  

d e v ic e  o f  a lie n a tio n  o r d e fa m ilia r iz a t io n  to  tu rn  th e  

o rd in a ry  in to  so m e th in g  fa n ta s t ic a l, to  im b ib e  th e  

a m b ie n c e  w ith  an  e x tra o rd in a ry  a u ra . T h e  re a d e r is  

m e sm e rize d  in to  th e  se ttin g , th e  b a ck g ro u n d  o f  the 

s to ry , a n d  in  fe w  t a le s , d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  d e ta il 

re s tru c tu re s  th e  o u te r c o v e r o r th e  e x te r io r . In  th e  

e x p e rtis e  te llin g , in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t, 

w h e th e r c y c lic a l o r lin e a r  th e  c lim a x  o c c u rs . In  so m e 

s to rie s  lik e  “ B e e th o v e n ” , “ In  th e  S tu d io ”  o r “ T h e  L a s t  

R e q u e st”  th e  c lim a c t ic  m o m e n t is  a lso  th e  m o m e n t



o f e p ip h a n y  and  th e  s to ry  en d s w ith  t lie  g ra d u a l tra ilin g  

o f  so u n d  o r e m o tio n , w h ic h e v e r is  a p p lic a b le . T h e  

re a liz a t io n  o f  th is  m o m e n t, b e co m e s th e  c o re  re a d in g  

o f  th e  w h o le  a p p a ra tu s , w h ic h  in c o rp o ra te s  th e  b a s ic  

p a ra m e te r o f  ‘ in te r te x tu a lity ’ a s  C h a lih a  in  e ff ic ie n t  

e a se  a n d  e ru d ite  s h if t  o f  fo c u s  d e lv e s  in to  th e  v a r io u s  

‘a m b ie n c e s ’ in  th e  sam e  s to ry , w o v e n  w ith  su cce e d in g  

p ro m p tn e ss .

N u m b e rs  o f  e s s a y s  c a n  b e  w r it te n  o n  th e  

p la n e s  o f  su g g e stiv e n e ss  o f  h is  s to r ie s  o r h is  w o rd s  

a n d  lin e s . C h a lih a  h im s e lf  w a s  a w a re  o f  th o se  

m o m e n ts  o f  s u g g e s tio n , im p a c t , th e  t w ilig h t  h a lf  

sh a d o w y  s ta te s  o f  in te rc e p tio n s  b e tw e e n  w o rd s  an d  

so u n d s . O n e  in te n se  ta le  o f  th is  c r is s c ro s s in g  is  “ T h e  

S o u n d ”  (A a w a j) . T h e  s u p e rflu ity  an d  e x c e s s  o f  fo c u s  

o n  so u n d  in  th is  s to ry  is  c o n tra d ic to r ily  p la c e d  b y  d ie  

to ta l a b se n c e  o f  it  in  th e  ta le  o f  th e  d e a f m u s ic ia n  

“ B e e th o v e n ” . C h a lih a  w a s  n o t su p p o se d ly  in te re s te d  

(a s  h e  s a id ) in  th e  c u rre n ts  o f  p s y c h o a n a ly s is  o r th e  

w r in g in g  o f  th e  ‘m in d ’ . M a y b e  h e  d e c rie d  F re u d , b u t 

th e  p ro c e sse s  o f  th e  m in d , c u rre n ts  an d  re sp o n se s o f 

s t im u li, a l l so  d e ft ly  re fle c te d  in  h is  ta le s  an d  h u m an  

s itu a t io n s , p o in t to  h is  m a ste ry  o f  d e lin e a tio n  o f  th e  

p sy c h e  a n d  c u r io u s ly  a lm o st a ll s to r ie s  o f  S a u ra v  

K u m a r  C h a lih a  re a d  lik e  in te r io r  m o n o lo g u e s fe d  

in te g ra lly  b y  fla sh e s  an d  im a g e s o f ‘c lo se  a s so c ia tio n ’ . 

In  fa c t , a s m a n y  w o u ld  ten d  to  c o n firm , th e  v is u a lit y  

o f  h is  s to r ie s  h a s  a t t im e s  c o n fe rre d  u p o n  th e m  a 

c in e m a tic  q u a lity , a  p r io r ity  to  re a d  th em  a s m o n tag e s.

B u t  su rp ris in g ly , te c h n ic a lity  is  n o t the o n ly  fo rte  

o f  th is  m a ste r c ra ftsm a n . T h o u g h  th e  s u rfa c e  o f  th e  

s to r ie s  is  p la in  s u a v it y , a  s o p h is t ic a te d  u rb a n ity  

p e rm e a te s  th ro u g h  th e  ta le s , p o ig n a n c y  o f  h u m an  

e m o tio n , accen m a ted  b y  h is  o b liq u e  p e rsp e c tiv e , ten d s 

to  sh o w e r a n d  m o is t th e  g ro u n d  fo r  fu rth e r re a liz a tio n  

o f  s ta te s  l i k e  lo n g in g , lo v e , d is i l lu s io n  a n d  

d isa p p o in tm e n t. B u t  in  s to rie s  lik e  “ In  the N ig h t T ra in ”  

(R a t ir  R a i l )  th e  re f le c t io n  o f  l i f e  a n d  liv in g  h a s  

tra n sce n d e d  in to  p a s s iv e  re s ig n a tio n  an d  in d iffe re n t  

re ce p tio n . T h e  p ro tag o n ist o f  th is  s to ry , Ju n u  G o sw a m i, 

re se m b le s  N u p u r o f  “ T h e  B in o c u la rs ”  (D u rb in ) in  h is  

q u a lm s o f  c o n sc ie n c e , b u t th e y  a re  d is tin g u ish e d  fro m  

o n e  to  th e  o th e r b y  c a h n  c o m p la c e n c e  an d  re s tle s s  

la c k  o f  d ir e c t io n . O n e  h a s  a r r iv e d  a t a  s ta te  o f  

re p re sse d  so la c e  b u t th e  o th e r is  re le n t le s s ly  in  th e  

q u e st fo r  sh e lte r an d  c a h n . T h e  s p ira l s ta irw a y s  in  

‘D u rb in ’ in d ic a tin g  b re a tiile s s  c lim b  d o w n  o r c lim b  up 

m a y  b e  p o s ite d  a lo n g  th e  s p ira l m o ve m e n t o f  th e  tra in  

b y  n ig h t in  ‘R a t ir  R a i l ’ . W W le  th e  e m in e n t c r it ic  D r .

H ire n  G o h a in  h a s  te rm ed  th e  la tte r s to ty  a s  a  p o ig n a n t 

sa g a  o f  s e lf le s s  re s ig n a tio n  a n d  a  s ta te  o f  a s c e t ic  

in d iffe re n c e  h e  h a s d e n o u n ced  th e  b la ta n t u se  o f  s la n g  

an d  s lo p p y  s e x u a l fe rv o r  e xu d e d  in  th e  fo rm e r o n e . 

M a y b e  an  a rd e n t a d m ire r o f  S a u ra v  C h a lih a  w o u ld  

se e k  to  ju s t if y  th e  u se  o f  su ch  la n g u a g e  in  th e  c re a tio n  

o f  a  ty p ic a l a m b ie n ce  o f  w h ic h  h e  w a s  se co n d  to  n o n e 

in  A s s a m e s e  lit e r a t u r e . W ith o u t p ro m o tin g  a n y  

c o n tro v e rs y , it  m u s t b e  a s s e rte d  th a t th o u g h  th e  

s to ry te lle r  n e v e r v o u ch e d  fo r  a  s p e c if ic  c la s s  in  h is  

s ta te m e n ts  a b o u t lite ra tu re  a n d  w r it in g , h e  w a s  

e sp e c ia lly  ad ept in  p o rta y in g  the se n s ib ility  o f  th e  u rb an  

m id d le  c la s s , th e ir  h y p e r s e n s it iv it y , s k e p t ic is m , 

c y n ic is m  a n d  s o c ia l c o n sc io u sn e s s . O f  c o u rse  fo r  th e  

re fle c tio n  o f  th e  so c io  e c o n o m ic  an d  c u ltu ra l sc e n a rio  

o f  th e  n in e te e n  s ix t ie s  in  A s s a m  S a u ra v  C h a lih a  

re m a in s  th e  so le  in te rp re te r w ith  c h ise le d  in te llig e n c e , 

n u an ce d  h u m a n  v a lu e s  an d  a  d e tach e d  iro n ic a l g a ze . 

T h e  in f in ite  v a r ie ty  o f  A s s a m ’s c iv ic  li f e  fin d s  v a r ie d  

re fle c tio n  in  th e  p o rtra y a l o f  liv e s  o f  th e  lit t le  p e o p le , 

th e  p e tty  b o u rg e o is , th e ir  a sp ira tio n  an d  p a n g , b o th  

p e rso n a l, s o c ia l an d  p o lit ic a l an d  e c o n o m ic . S a u ra v  

K u m a r C h a lih a  h a s  s c r ip te d  th e  c o n d it io n  o f  th e  

A ss a m e s e  m id d le  c la s s  in  th e  m a n n e r o f  r e a lis t ic  

p o rtra y a l a n d  th a t q u a lity  h a s  b e sto w e d  a  se n se  o f 

c o m m itm e n t o n  h is  w r it in g s . H e  is  n o t a  s o c ia l 

re fo rm e r b u t th a t g u sto  an d  s p ir it  o f  an  a c t iv is t  is  

e v id e n ce d  in  h is  p ra c tic a l n a rra tiv e s  o f  n o n fic tio n  typ e . 

H is  ra d ic a l e s sa y  o n  th e  b e a u tific a tio n  o f  G u w a h a ti 

c it y  is  o n e  p rim e  e x a m p le . T h e  p re d ic a m e n t o f  a 

co n fu se d  so u l in  th e  w a k e  o f  g lo b a l te rro rism  and  o th e r 

s o c ia l e v ils  th a t d e stro y  th e  tra d it io n a l fo u n d a tio n  o f  

s im p le  liv in g  is  e v id e n t in  an o th er se n s itiv e  e ssa y , “ B h a l 

K h a b o r”  (G o o d  N e w s ).

D e sp ite  a tte m p ts a t u n ra v e llin g  th e  m y s te ry  

b e h in d  th e  a u th o r w h o  w a s  e ru d ite  b u t n o n co m m itta l 

re g a rd in g  p e rso n a l a ff ilia t io n s  an d  sco p e  o f  in te re s t , 

S a u ra v  K r . C h a lih a  su cce e d e d  in  m a in ta in in g  th a t 

a e s th e tic  d is ta n c e  th a t m a d e  h im  o n e  o f th e  g re a t 

v o ic e s  in  lite ra tu re  w h o  lik e d  to  b e  k n o w n  th ro u g h  

th e ir w o rk s , w h o  triu m p h e d  o v e r d a ily  m und ane liv e s , 

a n d  w h o  k e p t th e  p e rs o n a l fo r  p r iv a te  a n d  w h o  

p e rh ap s b e lie v e d  in  th e  in fin ite s im a l re fle c tio n s  o f  th e  

p rism  o f  L if e , ‘T h e  A le p h ’ as te rm e d  b y  B o rg e s , th e  

L a t in  A m e r ic a n  re v o lu tio n a ry  in  m a g ic a l s tru c tu rin g  

o f  w o rd s . S a u ra v  K r . C h a lih a  to o  e vo k e d  m a g ic , a  

so rt o f  fa b u lo u s  e n g in e e rin g  o f  fo rm s  an d  se m a n tic s , 

th o u g h t a n d  fe e lin g , re c e p tio n  an d  c r e a t iv ity  a n d  

k n o w le d g e  a n d  w isd o m .
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A ssam ese  language seems to have experienced ils developm enf simuUaneously with  
the society  and acquired ils typical nuances and the potency to create genuine Hteratiire 

during the Tourteenrh ccutury  through the er.stwhiJe poets like Hem Saraswati. Rudra Kandali. 
H arivar Bipra, K aviratna  Saraswati and M adhav Kandali. This hterature. how ever , reached  
its high w'ater-njark o f  exce llence  in (he hands o f  the Vaishnava poets o f  the subsequent 

centui7  led by Sankaradev to post-Vaishnava literature ( 1 6 5 0 - 1 8 2 6 )  o f  the fag-end o f  A hom  

reign. A s  has been observed this trej)d o f  literature starred deviating tow'iirds the later part o f  

the period and the literalure look a com plete  shift from existing character as and when  
A ssam  cam e under direct control o f  the British according to the Yandabo pact in 182 6 ,  In the 

later course, the province, at the end o f  more than thirty years o f  struggle and strife, experienced  

a new  li terary upsurge. The rev iva l o f  A ssam ese  literature, during the nineteenth century, in 

fact, can by no means be called the resurrection o f  the eariier literature o f  Vaishnava cult and 
ils aftemiatli. It w as rather a prt^ducl o f  new thoughts and feelings imbibed with  the western  

secular humanist propagati{nis avo w ed  by English Romantic writers. Thus Romantic poetry  

in Assam  was iin entirely new import and w as completely different from the medieval Assamese  
poetry; and the perspectives o f  this new intellectual m ovem ent in A ssam  had similarities  

more to the European, especially  English Romantic M ovem ent than to any ear lier Indian 

li terary M ovem ent.
M odern A ssam ese  poetry  achie\ ed its grandeur thrt)ugh the creations o f  the poels o f  

the ‘Jonaki* group. The seed o f  Rom anticism  w as sow n through ‘Orunodoi' and it started 

gemiinating in the works o f  the ‘Jonaki' poets. ‘Jonaki' since its incepdon in 1889 , had initiated 

relentless e ifor i  inspiring a unique li terary m ovem ent through which  A ssam ese  literature  

directed as  course, It also served as a channel through which ,^ssamese literature received  
western thought especia lly  o f  English, Needless lo  say, like the English Romantic period, the 

'Jonaki yug' o f ,Assam ese literalure had accepted poetry as its central mode o f  expression.  
Lakshminath Bezbarua and the galaxy o f  poels accompanying him had proved their stupendous  

e fficac ies  in this area. Bezbarua having a sensitive mind and also a ve ry  artistic soul, sould  

accomplish the western Roinaiuic ideal (hat w as the voice o f  the time in this territory. Together 
with C handrakum ar A garw ak i. Ikzbaioia made a successful endeavour o f  making A ssam ese  

poetry  more I'oik-material oriented in the form o f ly r ic s  and ballads. A s  a result. theAssame.se  

poetry  reached the Romaniic height and a secular form to be adopted by their contemporaries  

and succe.s.sors.
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Be/.bama excelled in synthesizing the jnatiers 
t'rom diffevenl sources and made them intc a unique 
whole. His pocin 'Priyatarna' i.s a synthesis of three 
particular sources: Herrick's ‘The  Rock of Rubies 
and the Quarters of Pearl”, Campion’s “Cherry Ripe" 
and the Assamese folk-songs. The poem ‘Malati' is 
also an example of his excellent power of synthesis, 
The reading of the poem leaves and impression of a 
folk-song. The following lines of the poem i\ho remind 
us the image of Wordsworth’s ‘Lucy' :

Luitar Kuwari Naliay oi Makili
Mahay teou phiilare rani

: Neither the princess of th(! river Brahmaputra 
Maiati,
Thou art nor the queen of the flowers. (Trans. Mine) 

And,

Nusunga piniltir Nuphula kalitir
Mafali tulana pai

: w'ith the unsmelt flower
And the bud not yet in bloom
Maiati can be compared. (Trans, mine)

After Wordsworth, Bezbarua was ijreally 
influenced by WilliaiTi Blake and P.B. Shelley. Shelley's 
influence can be traced on his poems entitled 
‘Abasesh' (The Residur) and *Chuma' (7'hc Kiss). 
In the lasttw'o lines of'Abasesh' Bezbarua expresses 
the same note of Shelley's famous line 'Music, when 
soft voices die'. 'Chuma' is simply an adaptation of 
’Love's philosophy' by Shel!(iy, Hei'C one can hardly 
feel the Shelleyan impulse. The poedc idea is steeped 
in the typical Bezbarua freshness and lightness of 
touch. Bezbarua, like wordsworth and Blake, is a 
spiritually oriented nature poet. For him. man and 
nature are complementary to each other. He trannot 
imagine a natural world without man. In the manner 
of Blake, he conjures everything of nature as 
s ign ificant. Blake wrote in his ‘Auguries of 
Innocence’:

To see a world in a grain of sand 
A heaven in wild flower 
Hold Indinity in the plari of your hadn 
And Eternity in an hour.

Bezharua's oft-ciiioted lines adhere apporenti\ ihe 
similar nuance -

Datar dui^ari i?an gasakar para

Taro cii pale dixe swaragar batara

:The leaf of 'dubari' grass 
Eternally trodden in the street.
Conveys the message of heaven. (Trans. Mine)

Bezbama. as a student of English literature, was 
steeped in the Romantic poetry. He absorbs the 
images of the EugHsh poets and uses them as his 
resources to make the poem entirely his oŵ n. Thus 
his poetry is characterized with individuality and 
freshness. Even hi.s imitative poems are greatly moved 
by originaliiy. He discovered his ct^uniry's past which 
derives from the richness of the myths and fables. 
Being idealized w'iih Romantic doctrine Bezbarua 
wrote some sould stirring poems on the past history 
of the country and praised the grandeur of the national 
heritage. His poetry does not suffer from pessimism. 
Ratlier it expresses strong optimism imbibing nostalgic 
sensibility. In 'Bin-Baragi' he writes:

fsaiun Pranar /  Na cliakujuri 
Dipti dhali de tal, /  Puraui prithiv 
Na-koi Chai lao/ He Bin! Eshari mat.

: Pouring out brightness
Into the new eyes of hearts
And make us see the old world anew
0  Iyer! Sing thy divine song. (Trans. Mine)



This idea Ibund expression in Wordswoith (uo 
whiic he conveys deep veneration lo ihe giory of past. 
How he acutely feels the need of a senior poet like 
Milton who as he reckons could make the readers 
realize about the ‘heroic wealth' of England, can be 
justified through the following lines from his famous 
poem T he  Same';

Millon! Thou should be living at this hour: 
England hath need of thee! She is a fen 
Of stagnant w'aters altei'. sword, and j)en 
Fireside! The heroic wealth of hail and bower, 
l.ike Bezbarua. Chandrakumar Agarwala is a 

high priest of Romanticism. One o f  the most 
conspicuous characteristics of Chandrakumar'.s 
poetry has been humanism. He is greatly influenced 
by the French philosopher August Comte on ihis 
surface, “Live for others" is the Comtean moito and 
Chandrakumar soothes his soul preaching the same 
(hroughoul his poetry specially those which cherish 
deep faith in existence of God within the universal 
man. The nineteenth century intellectuals were 
enlightened with the possibility of new- constructive 
humanistic philosopliy coming out as 
a result of conflict between old 
tradition and new drift of idea. L.ifc. 
in nineteenth century, with its 
diverse contours, claimed a fully 
new approach.

Chandrakumar avows that 
man possesses endless pos.sibiiiiies.
The poetry o f  Chandrakum ar 
recognizes the dignity and equality 
o f  man-the universal man who 
sustains the eternal power and 
pervading nature to create and 
control all reality. He believed the 
Tennyson’s evocation tiiat man to be 
the “roof and crown of all things,''
He wTites in ‘Manav-Bandana'
(Glorification of Man);

Maiiulh’ i (leva, manuhci sevn,
Mtntiih bine uai keve.

Kara, kata piija padya-anihya loi 
Jai i<ii niLinav deva!

: Man himself is the worshipper
And the worshipped
None else but he.
Worship him. then, w'ith How^r and offerings

And sing his glory. (Trans. Barua. B.K.)
So had Wordsworth manifested the thought in his 'The 
Prelude';

My theme
No other than the very heart of man.

Chandrakumar Agarwala is a keen believer of 
tnic human egalitarianism, (n him we see a poet' 
prophet as precisely found in Blake. Wordsworth and 
Shelley. His minstrel sits on the same pedestal where 
Prometheus of Shelley belongs. Both the ideologies 
have endorsed a common prophecy. In his poem. ‘ Bin- 
Baragi' (The Minstrel). Chandrakumar preaches of 
the glory of love for jnan. The poet has also conferred 
upon man deep respect of extreme possibility. To this 
end his poetic ideology rescinbles w'ith that of Blake 
to(J. Blake reckons that jnan is able "at will to murmur 
in the llow'ers small as the honey bee..." (The f'our 
Zoas. Book II).

Chandnikifmar has bee/i a vigorou.S' exponent 
o f  the sense of sympathy lo the poor and 
downtrodden. He feels unhappy with the human 

nature that clings to sordid materia] 
pleasure. His poem. 'Bin-Baragi' 
carries  and explic it  urge of 
creativity. Like Shelley in his ‘Ode 
to the West Wind'. Chandrakumar 
seeks to destroy all the evil.s 
rajiipant in the society in order to 
create the new abode :

Nnlun shristir anin kirane 
Karok Sakalo Shitchi

: Let the sunlight of new 
creation

Sanctify all. (Trans. Mine)

C handrakum ar has
expressed realistic view regarding 
the fact of man's fall from the 

elevated position leading him self to painful 
experience. This romantic feature can be traced in 
his poem ‘Bin-Baragi'. Though man has been blessed 
W'ith a part of Omnipotent, yet he has made himself 
responsible for hi.s suffering.s and doom. Seeing how 
man has plunged himself into the grave of sorrows, 
he bewails:

Manuhc niunuhc pamrkoi par.
Ephcri iiuiranKi mii.



: Man lo  man 

Is the most alien  

O f  all
W ithout a little love. (Trans. M in e )

Here his ideas co-exist  with Wurc'sworth's  

A nd much it g rieved  my heart to iliink 

W h at man had n u d e  o f  Main.

Such  realization has also oeen found in Burns's poem  

'Man w as M ade to Mourn' :
Man's inhum anity  to man 
M ak es  countless thousands mourn.

L ik e  K e a t s  and  S h e l l e y .  C h a n d r a k u m a r  

A g a rw a l  re c k o n s  beau ty  as the e ternal truth. He 

surmises that the world is full o f  beauty that ot'ly awaits  

acceptance from  sensitive hearts. Such glo iif ication  

o f  b eam y is over t ly  traced in few  o f  his poem s like 
'Madhuri' (Grace). ‘ Kishori’ (T heT eenagedG irlj  Etc, 
which have precisely adhered a sense o f  “half-hidden' 
beauty in W ordsw orth's  ‘ L ucy'.  His oft-cited poem  
‘Phula Sariyah  D ara ’ (A  fie ld  o f  B loom ed Mustard  

Plants) depicts splendidly the childhood m em ory  and 

lo v e  o f  b e a u t y  th a t  r e m in d s  us th e  d e l i c a t e  
W ordsw orth ian  lines -

A nd  w hen  my heart witn pleasure fills 

A nd  dances with  the D a f f o d i l .  (Daffodils)

In Chandrakiunar Agarvvala as in the Hn_.ilish 

Romantics, an eternal note o f  m elancholy  ha^ alw'ays 

b een  running  through. “S a n d h ia ’ (The E vening).  
’ Bimukh' (The hidifferent), 'Jugamiya Shok' (Kternal 
S o rro w )  are som e specimens o f  this kind. Poems ,ike 

T rakri t i '  (Nature) and ' J iw a n a rD a li '  (The Targe, o f  

life) revea l  that he also  suffered  from  the romantic  
discontent o f  the English poets. This realization in 

Chandrakum ar. like the nineteenth century English  

poets, has em erged from  the v e ry  sense o f  limitation  

o f  the ability  to  explain  against vastness o f  aim and 

expectation.

The great impact o f  the English Romantic poels  

on Chandrakum ar can be traced with  precision in 

respect o f  nature philosophy. Following the Western  

trail.  C h an d raku m ar has dealt with  nature as the  
manifestation o f  subjectivity. He does not im agine o f  

a w o r l d  m e r e l y  as p r o j e c t io n  o f  n a tu r e ,  b u t  

distinguishes his thoughts being projected in nature.  
He is endow ed with the pow er o f  v iv id  description o f  

objects, both natural and supernatural. Chandrakumar 

A g arw a la  pioneers in introducing the supernatural in 

the A s s a m e s e  p o e try .  T he  n a tu re  re n d e r in g  in 

‘B ankuw ari'  (The W ood n ym p h ) is condensed and 
quaint with  the beauty o f  supernatural vagueness. 
■Jalkuwari' (The W atem ym ph) and ‘Tejimala’ are also  

tw o speciiTiens o f  his poems w here  w e  w itness his  

d e x t e r i t y  o f  c o m b in a t io n  o f  the  m y th ic a l  and  
supernatural. 'Tejim ala’ reminds us the treatment o f  

the supernatural elements in C o le r id ge ’s ‘Chrisrabel’ 
and Keats's  ‘Lamia" and ’The Eve o f  St. A gnes ' .  
■Tejimala' is the .Assamese 'L ucy ’ so far as their nature 
longing is concerned. The concept o f  supernatural 
w o rld  o f  T e j im a la '  g ives  rise o f  the idea o f  our  
hauniing habitat,

Lakshm inaih  B ezbarua and C h an d rak u m ar  

Agarw'ala. tw'o precursors o f  the nineteenth century  
Assam ese poetry, wrote under the inlluence o f  English 

Romantic poets. But the character o f  such influence  

w a s  by and large unceremonious. During those days  
the Assam ese poets were conscious o f  the tremendous 

task they had to accom plish in determining the true 

nature o f  the trend in literature. Like m any others  

Lakshminath Bezbania and Chandrakum ar A g a w a l a  
w ere  too striv ing fo r  new  ideal. This new  ly rica l  
impulse which was largely Romantic in charactcrhad  

sincere ly  been reckoned as the vo ice  o f  the tiine. 
Though they pursued a borrow'ed creed towards life  

and human wojid . the values o f  the Indian Philosophy, 
were e v e r  lying at the v e ry  root o f  their poetry. They  

embraced the exotic them es but retained the typical  
A ssam ese  l la vo r  in their expre.ssion.
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A t  p re se n t, o n e o f  th e  m o st u n p le a sa n t d eed s e v e r co n m m itte d  b y  ra t io n a l p e o p le  

s in c e  th e  d a w n  o f  c iv iliz a t io n s  is  w itc h  h u n tin g . I t  is  v e ry  co m m o n  am o n g  th e  p o o r ru ra l 

c o m m u n itie s  w ith  lit t le  a c c e ss  tja e d u c a tio n , h e a lth , w e a lth  a lo n g  w ith  sta n d in g  b e lie fs  in  

w itc h  c ra ft . T h e  g re a t g re a t h o ix o r w h ic h  a cco m p a n ie d  re su lts  is  th a t a  lo t o f  in n o ce n t 

w o m e n  a re  b u tch e re d  o r b u rn t to  d e a th  on  th e  c h a rg e  o f  w itc h e ry . T h e s e  in c id e n ts  

u s u a lly  ta k e  p la c e  in  th o se  v illa g e s  w h e re  S ch e d u le d  C a s te s , sch e d u le d  tr ib e s  an d  m o st 

o th e r b a c k w a rd  p e o p le  liv e  an d  la c k  in fra s tru c tu re  fa c ilit ie s  lik e  g o o d  m e d ic a l s y s te m , 

s a n ita tio n  an d  o th e r b a s ic  fa c ilit ie s . In  th e se  C o n m iu n it ie s , w h e n  an  in d iv id u a l g e ts s ic k  

o r h a rm  b e fa lls  th e  c o m m u n ity , th e  b la m e  fa lls  n o t u p o n  a v iru s  o r c ro p  d ise a se , b u t u p o n  

an  a lle g e d  w itc h . A c c u s e d  w o m e n  a re  o fte n  b la m e d  fo r  a n y  m is fo rtu n e  su ch  as n a tu ra l 

d isa s te rs -d ra u g h ts , flo o d s , c ro fi lo s s , illn e s s  o r su d d e n  d e a th  o f  a  v illa g e  c h ild . O n ce  a 

w o m a n  h a s  b e en  a c cu se d  o f  w itc h  c ra ft  in s id e  h e r o w n  c o m m u n ity  o r s o c ie ty , it  is  v e ry  

d if f ic u lt  fo r  h e r to  e v e r e sca p e  th e  s tig m a . T h e  w o m a n  h a s to  s u ffe r  s e rv e re ly  th e  re s t o f  

h e r life  an d  sh e  ca n  b e h u rt a t a n y  tim e  b y  o n g o in g  p u b lic  h u m ilia t io n s  th a t ra n g e  fro m  

p u b lic  b e a tin g s , fo rc e d  h a ir  s h a v in g  and  fo rc e d  a c ts  o f  p h y s ic a l to rtu re d . T h e  s e v e r ity  o f  

d e a th s , d u e  to  a lle g a tio n s , a re  ca u se d  b y  e x tre m e  fo rm s  o f  a c ts  lik e , b e h e a d in g . S to n in g , 

h a n g in g , s ta b b in g , p o iso n in g  o r b y  b e in g  b u rie d  a liv e . A s  a  re s u lt , a  d o ze n s o f  w o m e n  d ie  

e v e ry  y e a r a fte r b e in g  a c c u se d  o f  w itc h  c ra ft  an d  h u n d re d s o f  o th e rs  a re  to rtu re . T h e  

so -c a lle d  w itc h e s  a re  v e ry  u n fo rtu n a te  in h a b ita n ts  o f  th e  v illa g e s . P o o r, lo w -c a s te , u g ly  

o r  o ld  a re  e a sy  ta rg e ts  fo r  n a m in g  as a  w itc h . T h e  d e se rte d  w o m e n /m e n , w h o m  p e o p le  

o fte n  c a ll “ w itc h e s ” , k n o w  d iffe re n t a rt o f  h e a lin g  a  fe w  C o m m o n  d ise a se s . I t  is  a lso  th e  

C o m m o n  b e lie f  o f  th e  v illa g e rs  th a t th e se  p e o p le  a re  a c q u a in te d  w ith  so m e “ b la c k  a rt”  

a s  w e ll a s  so m e m a g ic a l f it s  o r e n ch a n tm e n ts  b y  m e an s o f  w h ic h  th e y  o v e rc o m e  so m e 

d o m e stic  p ro b le m s an d  p ro v id e  s u ita b le  m e a n s.

A c c o rd in g  to  K a n c h a n  M a th u r, P ro fe s s o r o f  th e  In s t itu te  o f  D e v e lo p m e n t S tu d ie s  

in  In d ia , “ W o m e n  w h o  a re  w id o w e d , in fe r t ile , p o sse s  “ U g ly ”  fe a tu re s  o r a re  o ld , 

u n p ro te c te d , p o o r o r s o c ia lly  o s tra c iz e d  a re  e a sy  ta rg e ts ”  sta te d  in  a  re c e n t re p o rt 2 0 0 9 .

T h e  p ra c tic e  o f  w itc h -h u n tin g  is  s t i l l ra m p a n t an d  n o w  o n e  o f  th e  s o c ia l s tig m a s o f 

o u r c o u n try . In  A s s a m , th e  p ra c tic e  o f  w itc h  h u n tin g  is  p re v a le n t in  d is t r ic ts  lik e  K a m ru p  

ru ra l, G o a lp a ra , K o k ra jh a r , C h ira n g , B a k s a , L a k h im p u r an d  K a rb i-A n g lo n g . T h e  w o rs t 

a ffe c te d  a re a s  o f  A ss a m  a re  K o k ra jh a r  d is t r ic t  an d  it  se e m s to  b e  m o re  ra m p a n t am o n g  

th e  A d iv a s i an d  B o d o  C o m m u n ity . (W itc h  h u n tin g  in c id e n ts  m o st ta k e  p la c e  in  re m o te



a re a s  o f  A s s a m  w ith  w itc h  a  fe w  tr ib e s  and  A d iv a s is .)  

I t  is  s u rp ris in g  th a t e v e n  a  se c tio n  o f ed u ca te d  p e o p le  

o f  th e se  tr ib e s  s t i l l  b e lie v e s  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  w itc h . 

A g a in , so m e k in d  o f  re lig io u s  p ra c tic e s  h a v e  b een  

a tta c h e d  to  th e  b e lie f . O n  th e  o th e r h a n d , th e re  is  

h a rd ly  a n y  p re se n ce  o f  p o lic e  a d m in is tra tio n , m e d ic a l 

a m e n it ie s . D u e  to  a b se n c e  o f  p ro p e r h e a lth  c a re  

fa c ilit ie s  in  re m o te  a re a s , th e  t r ib a l v illa g e rs  d ep end  

o n  s o rc e re rs  fo r  c u rin g  d ise a s e s . T h e  s o rc e re rs , w h o  

p ra c t ic e  w ith  ‘ e v il s p ir it ’ o fte n , t ry  to  c o v e r u p  th e ir  

fa ilu re  to  c u re  d ise a se s  b y  p u ttin g  th e  b la m e  o n  a  

“ W itc h ”  in  th e  v illa g e . T h is  o fte n  le a d s  to  m u rd e r o f  

in n o c e n t t r ib a l w o m e n . T h is  h a d  c re a te d  b o d i p a n ic  

a n d  a  s e n s e  o f  h o p e le s s n e s s  a m o n g  th e  fa m ily  

m e m b e rs  o f  th e  v ic t im s . A  lo n g  ag ed  w o m a n  is  an 

e a sy  v ic t im  to  b e  s o c ia lly  o s tra c iz e d  an d  co n d e n u ie d  

a s  a w itc h . T h e re  a re  lo ts  o f  w itc h -h u n tin g  ca se s  in  

A s s a m . A s  fo r  e x a m p le  in  M a rc h  2 0 0 6 , f iv e  m e m b ers 

o f  a  fa m ily  in  S a d h a ru  tea  e sta te  in  B is w a n a th  C h a r ia li 

o f  S o n itp u r d is t r ic t  o f  u p p e r A ssa m  w e re  b e h ead ed  

b y  fe llo w  v illa g e rs .

A g a in  o n  10  Ju n e , 2 0 0 8 , fo u r o f  a  fa m ily  w a s  

b u rn t a liv e  b y  fe llo w  v illa g e rs  u n d e r th e  B is w a n a th  

C h a r ia li p o lic e  s ta tio n , on  th e  su sp ic io n  o f  w itc h  c n ift .

In  S e p te m b e r 2 0 0 8 , B is h n u  R o y  and  h is  m o th er, 

in  A b h y a p u ri P o lic e  s ta tio n  o f B o n g a ig a o n  d is t r ic t  

w e re  ta rg e te d  an d  a tta c k e d  b y  a  m o b  o f  5 0 0 -6 0 0  

v illa g e rs  o n  th e  s u sp ic io n  o f  b e in g  w itc h e s .

In  O c to b e r 1 8 , 2 0 0 9  a n  a d iv a s i c o u p le  o f  

G o sa ig a o n  su b -d iv is io n  in  K o k ra jh a r  d is t r ic t  in  lo v /e r 

A s s a m  w a s  b ru ta lly  to rtu re d  w ith  sh a rp  w e a p o n s b y  

th e ir  o w n  C o m m u n ity  b e c a u s e  th e y  c a m e  to  b e  

b ra n d e d  a s  w itc h e s .

In  M a y  7 ,2 0 1 0  Jo g e n  B o ro  an d  h is  w ife  w e re  

k ille d  b e c a u se  o f  s u p e rs t it io n s  a n d  b e lie fs  o f  iJ ie  

v illa g e r s  o f  H a rd a n g u r i in  U d a lg u r i d is t r ic t . I 'h e  

v illa g e rs  su sp e cte d  co u p le  o f  p ra c t ic is in g  w itc h  c ra ft . 

In  th is  w a sy , a lto g e th e r 4 0  p e o p le  w e re  k ille d  in  w itc h -  

h u n tin g  c a se s  in  th e  sta te  in  th e  la s t  3 y e a rs . (2 0 0 8 , 

2 0 0 9 ,2 0 1 0 ).

In  th e  c u rre n t y e a r , o n  16 A u g u s t 2 0 1 1 , o n e  

w o m a n  id e n t if ie d  a s  B ir c h i M u n d a  w a s  b ru ta lly  

m u rd e re d  o n  s u sp ic io n  o f  p ra c t ic is in g  w itc h  c ra ft . 

A n o th e r se v e n  p e rso n s  w e re  in ju re d  an d  th e y  w e re  

ad m itte d  to  N o w g a o n  C iv i l  H o s p ita l. S o  i t  n e e d s to  be 

m e n tio n e d  h e re  th a t k ill in g s  in  th e  n a m e  o f  w itc h  

h u n tin g  h a v e  g o n e  u p  in  th e  sta te  a t an  a la rm in g  ra te .

O n  15 Sep tem b er, 2 0 1 1 , o n e P u m u n a  B o ro  w a s  

k ille d  an d  tw o  o th e rs  w e re  in ju re d  w h e n  m isc re a n ts  

a tta c k e d  th en  su sp e c tin g  th em  o f  b e in g  w itc h e s , a t 

N iz -S u n d a rig h o p a  v illa g e  n e a r C h a n g s a ri.

T h e  s o c io - e c o n o m ic  s t a t u s , i l l i t e r a c y ,  

b a ck w a rd n e ss  o f  th e  tr ib a l p e o p le  in  p e rp e tu a tio n  w it ii 

th e  sta te  a re  th e  m a jo r re a so n s  fo r  su c h  p ra c t ic e s . 

H e a lth  c a re  sy s te m , e d u ca tio n  in fra s tru c tu re  a re  a lso  

v e ry  p o o r in  a ll t r ib a l d o m in a te d  a re a s in  th e  s ta te . 

A b s e n c e  o f  d o c to rs  a n d  o th e r a d e q u a te  m e d ic a l 

f a c ilit ie s  a re  a lso  re la te d  to  th e  p ro b le m  as v illa g e rs  

a re  c o m p e lle d  to  v is it  lo c a l q u a c k s  fo r  tre a tm e n t o f  

d iffe re n t d ise a se s .

T h e  in c id e n ts  o f  w itc h  h u n tin g  in  th e  sta te  a re  

b e co m in g  m o re  c o m p le x  d a y  b y  d a y . E a r lie r , it  w a s  

c o n fin e d  to  tr ib e s  w h ic h  p ra c tic e d  b la c k  m a g ic . B u t  

to d a y  w itc h -h u n tin g  ca se s  a re  a lso  re la te d  to  p e rso n a l 

r iv a lr y , g ra b b in g  o f  p ro p e rty  o r la n d .

A lth o u g h , k iU in g  in  th e  n am e o f  w itc h -h u n tin g  

h as g o n e u p  in  th e  s ta te , th e re  is  y e t n o  p ro p o sa l to  

ad o p t a n y  to u g h  la w  to  d e a l w ith  th e  ca se s  w itc h -  

h u n tin g , s p e c ia lly .

In  In d ia , B ih a r  w a s  th e  f ir s t  sta te  to  p a ss  th e  

p re v e n tio n  o f  w itc h  (D a y a n ) p ra c tic e s  A c t . O f  1 9 9 9 . 

T h is  w a s  fo llo w e d  b y  Jh a rk h a n d ’ s A n ti w itc h  c ra ft  

A c t . In  2 0 0 1  a lo n g  w ith  th e  2 0 0 5 /2 0 0 6  C h h a ttisg a rh  

an d  R a ja s th a n  L a w s . V e ry  re c e n tly , o n  M a rc h  1 2 , 

2 0 1 0 , th e  In d ia n  S u p re m e  C o u rt in  N e w  D e lh i h e a rd  

a  p e tit io n  c a lle d  th e  “ w itc h  c ra ft  A c t ”  th a t a sk e d  fo r  

lo c a l, re g io n a l c a s e s  w ith  c r a f t  a lle g a t io n  to  b e  

a llo w e d  to  e n tire  h ig h e s t a p e x  c o u rt ro o m  w ith in  

th e ir  re g io n .

In  o u r s ta te  a lso  in  2 0 0 1 , P ro je c t  P ra h a ri w a s  

la u n c h e d  to  f ig h t  w itc h  h u n tin g  b y  u p lift in g  th e  so c io 

e c o n o m ic  sta tu s  o f  th e  p e o p le  and  c re a tin g  a w a i en e ss 

am o n g  th e m . B u t  th e  p ro je c t h a d  w o rk e d  e ffe c t iv e ly  

tiU  2 0 0 6 . T h e  A s s a m  S ta te  C o m m is s io n  fo r  w o m a n  

h a s b een  u n d e rta k in g  s e v e ra l in it ia l t ie s  a g a in s t w itc h  

h u m a n ity  s in c e  2 0 0 8 . T h e  C o m m iss io n  h a s v is ite d  the 

a ffe c te d  a re a s  an d  m a d e  a  d e ta ile d  s tu d y  o f th e  a re a s . 

T h e  c o lle c t iv e  in f lu e n c e  o f  i l l i t e r a c y , p o v e r ty , 

s u p e rs tit io n , la c k  o f  k n o w le d g e  in  h e a lth  an d  h y g ie n e  

an d  s o c ia l cu sto m s a re  th e  c o re  o f  th e  p ro b le m . A t  

p re se n t, th e  c o m m is s io n  h a s  m a d e  a  c o lla b o ra te d  

e ffo rt  w ith  th e  A ssa m  P o lic e  to  re v iv e  P ro je c t  P ra h a r i 

an d  h a s  g iv e n  a n e w  n am e o f  P ro je c t  M o th e r o r B im a  

in  B o d o .
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I t  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  b rig h te s t m o ra in g s  th a t G u w a h a ti h a d  e v e r se e n -a -d a y  o f 

p e rfe c t s u n sh in e , c h e e rfu l w e a th e r, tw itte r in g  b ird s , fra g ra n t flo w e rs  an d  d a n c in g  

b u tte r f lie s . B u t  n o  m a tte r h o w  m u ch  e ffo r t  M o th e r N a tu re  p u ts  fo rth , li f e  in  th e  c ity  

is  a lw a y s  m o n o to n o u s , d ra b , g re y  an d  d u ll. P e o p le  k e e p  ru n n in g  a  n e v e r-e n d in g  ra c e  

o f  re a c h in g  th e ir  g o a ls  an d  h a v e  h a rd ly  a n y  tim e  fo r  t r iv ia l is s u e s  lik e  e n jo y in g  a  d a y  

o f  g o o d  w e a th e r. S a m e  w a s  th e  c a se  fo r  o u r p ro ta g o n is t A d ity a  o r S o n u , as h is  

p a re n ts  c a lle d  h im . I t  ta k e s  a  lo t  o f  co u ra g e  to  fa c e  th e  d a y  o f m a tric u la tio n  re s u lts ’ 

a n n o u n ce m e n t. A n d  it  w a s  a ll th e  m o re  s c a ry  fo r  S o n u . H is  e ld e r s is te r  h ad  sco re d  

8 8 %  w ith  le tte r m a rk s  in  a ll su b je c ts  in  h e r m a tr ic u la tio n s . T h is  a lo n e  w a s  en o u g h  fo r  

e v e ry b o d y  to  e x p e c t a g o o d  re s u lt  o u t o f  h im  as w e ll. B e s id e s , h is  c o u s in s  A n g sh u m a n  

' an d  a n iru d d h a , w h o  h a s  ap p e a red  fo r  th e  m a tric u la tio n s  a lo n g  w ith  h im , w e  w e re  

su re  to  se c u re  sta te  ra n k s . F e a r  g rip p e d  h is  m in d  a s  he  w o n d e re d  w h e re  h is  fa te  

w o u ld  la n d  h im . W ith in  w h a t seem ed  lik e  a  fe w  m in u te s , h e  w a s  in  h is  s c h o o l, ru n n in g  

h is  fm g e r th ro u g h  th e  l is t  o f  p a sse d  c a n d id a te s , s e c u rin g  fo r  h is  n a m e . B e h in d  h im , 

h is  ju n io r  stu d e n ts w e re  c h e e rin g  fo r  h is  c o u s in s  fo r  se cu rin g  th e  e ig h th  ra n k  to g e th e r. 

B o th  o f  th e m  sto o d  in  th e  m id s t o f  th e  c ro w d , s h in in g  a ll o f  th e ir  3 2 te e th  a t th e  

c a m e ra s . A h ! H e re  w a s  h is  n a m e  a t la s t-

“ N a m e  A d ity a  K a s h y a p , R o ll: C l l  N o : 3 1 2 ; L e tte rs  in  E n g lis h , A ssa m e se , 

S o c ia l S c ie n c e ; S ta te  h ig h e s t in  E n g lis h .”

H is  h e a rt sk ip p e d  a  b e a t. S ta te  h ig h e s t in  E n g lis h - th a t w a s  h is  lo n g  c h e rish e d  

d re a m ! H e g a v e a jo v ia l sh o u t an d  c o lle c te d  h is  re p o rt ca rd  w ith  th e  o th e r c e rt if ic a te s . 

T h e  f ir s t  th in g  th a t h e  sa w  in  h is  m a rk -sh e e t w a s  th a t h e  h a d  se cu re d  9 8  in  E n g lis h . 

T h e  o th e r su b je c ts  w e re  n o t b ad  to o - 8 5  in  A ss a m e s e , 7 5  in  g e n e ra l s c ie n c e , 6 9  in  

g e n e ra l m a th e m a tic s , 6 5  in  a d va n ce d  m a th e m a tic s  an d  9 2  in  s o c ia l s c ie n c e . H is  

te a ch e rs  w e re  e x tre m e ly  h a p p y  a s  w e ll.

“ S o , w h a t’ s th e  p la n  a h e a d ?”  th e y  w o u ld  a s k , to  w h ic h  h e  w o u ld  h a p p ily  re p ly , 

~ I ’ d  lo v e  to  e x p lo re  th e  lib e ra l a rts  an d  th en  I ’ d  go  fo r  a  m a jo r d e g re e  in  L ite ra tu re . 

I t ’ s th e  b ig g e st d re a m  o f  m y  li f e  to  b e  a  g re a t w r ite r  so m e d a y !”

H e  w a lk e d  h o m e h a p p ily ; d re a m s o f  h is  b o o k s s e llin g  h k e  h o t c a k e s , w a ftin g  

b e fo re  h is  e y e s . T o  h im , it  see m ed  to  b e  th e  b e st d a y  o f  h is  li f e .

B u t  it  w a s  n o t so  fo r  h is  fa th e r.

“ I s  th a t a ll y o u  c o u ld  m a n a g e  in  s c ie n c e  an d  m a th ?”  w a s  h is  a g ita te d  q u e stio n  

w h e n  h e  sa w  h is  so n ’ s m a rk -sh e e t, “ Y o u r E n g lis h  m a rk s  a re  g o o d  b u t th a t a lo n e  

w o n ’ t h e lp  y o u  w h e n  y o u  s tu d y  s c ie n c e .”

“ Ju s t  g o o d ?”  h e  p ro te ste d , “ I  g o t th e  sta te  h ig h e s t, fa th e r . A n d , I  d o n ’ t w a n t to 

go  fo r  s c ie n c e ; I  w a n t to  s tu d y  in  th e  a rts  s tre a m .”

“ W h a t n o n se n se  a re  y o u  b la b b e rin g  a b o u t?”  h is  fa th e r re ta lia te d , “ A r t s  H u h ! 

W h a t do  y o u  th in k  y o u  a re  g o in g  to  do  w ith  y o u r li f e  b y  ta k in g  th a t fe d -u p  s tre a m ?”  

“ A rts  is  n o t fed -u p ” , h e  d e fen d e d  “ I t ’ s a  s tr ik in g  s tre a m , e s p e c ia lly  fo r  so m eo ne

i8 o



w h o  w a n ts  to  b e  a  w r ite r .”

“ A rts  is  no t fed -u p ” , lie  d e fen d e d  “ I t ’ s a  s tr ik in g  

s tre a m , e s p e c ia lly  fo r  so m eo n e  w h o  w a n ts  to  b e  a 

w r ite r .”

“ A  W r ite r !”  h is  fa th e r th u n d e re d , “ Y o u  w a n t 

to  b e co m e  a  w r ite r ”  Y o u r s is te r  is  an  e n g in e e r; y o u r 

c o u s in s  a re  g o in g  to  b e co m e  d o c to rs ; h o w  w i l l  sta n d  

u p  to  th em  b y  b e co m in g  a  u se le ss  w r ite r?  D o  y o u  

e x p e c t m e to  f i l l  y o u r s to m a ch  a lw a y s ? ”

“ B u t .. .b u t .. . ”  p ro te ste d  S o n u  b u t h is  fa th e ;r c u t 

a c ro ss  h im , “ L is te n  S o n u . I t  is  h u m ilia t in g  e n o u g h  to 

see y o u  w ith  o n ly  th re e  le tte rs  w h ile  y o u r c o u s in s  

m a n a g in g  to  g et s ta te - ra n k s . I  a m  so  a sh am e d  th a t 

m y  h o u se  is  n o t th ro n g e d  w ith  th e  m e d ia  an d  p e o p le  

to d ay , lik e  th e  h o u se  o f m y  yo u n g e r b ro th e r’s is . D o n ’ t 

e m b a rra ss  m e fu rth e r b y  ta k in g  u p  a rts . Y o u  a re  m y  

o n ly  so n- T h e  fu tu re  b re a d w in n e r o f  th e  fa m ily . Y o u ’ l l  

h a ve  to  su p p o rt u s  in  o u r o ld  ag e an d  w il l  a lso  h a v e  to  

ta k e  c a re  o f y o u r o w n  fa m ily  so m e d ay . B e in g  a  w r ite r  

w i l l  m a ke  it  im p o ss ib le  fo r  y o u  to  m a k e  b o th  en d s 

m e e t. I f  y o u  b e co m e an e n g in e e r lik e  y o u r s is te r , o n ly  

th e n  w i l l  y o u  h a v e  e n o u g h  m o n e y  to  liv e  a  re sp e c tfu l 

l i f e . Y o u  b e a w r ite r  an d  e v e ry b o d y  w iU  c a ll y o u  a 

“ s is s y ”  b e h in d  y o u r b a c k !”

U lt im a te ly  th e  a rro g a n c e  o f  S o n u ’ s fa th e r  

p re v a ile d  an d  it  w a s  d e c id e d  th a t S o n u  w a s  to  b eco m e 

an  e n g in e e r. N o  a m o u n t o f  p ro te s tin g  fro m  h is  s id e  

m a tte re d  to  h is  fa th e r . H is  m o th e r, lik e  m o st ty p ic a l 

m o th e rs , to o k  h is  s id e  an d  d id  h e r b e st to  m a ke  h e r 

h u sb a n d  ch a n g e  h e r m in d . B u t  it  w a s  o f  n o  u se .

“ L i f e ’ s n o  c in e m a ” , h e ’ d sa y  “ D re a m s  w o n ’ t 

fe e d  y o u  w h e n  y o u  a re  h u n g ry .”

A  m o n th  la te r , S o n u  w a s  in  c o lle g e , s tu d y in g  

c o n c e p ts  o f  p h y s ic s . I t  w a s  a  b e a u t ifu l d a y  w ith  

su m m e r b re e z e s  an d  h a p p y  s u n s h in e ; y e t , h e  w a s  

in s id e  a  c o ld  c la s s ro o m  s tu d y in g  C in e m a t ic s , o r, w a s  

it  K in e m a t ic s ?  H e  b e g an  to  th in k  h o w  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  

b e e n , h ad  h e  ta k e n  lib e ra l a rts  lik e  h e  h ad  a lw a y s  

w is h e d  fo r . H e ’ d h a v e  b e e n  g o in g  th ro u g h  h is  

p h ilo so p h y  c la s s  rig h t n o w  o r p e rh ap s th ro u g h  rh e to ric . 

L o s t  in  deep  th o u g h t, h e  b egan  e tch in g  o u t on  h is  co p y , 

th e  se v e n  lib e ra l a rts  w h ile  h is  c la s sm a te s  p e n n e d  

d o w n  w e ird  e q u a tio n s  an d  a b su rd  su m s . B e fo re  h e  

k n e w  it , th e  c la s s  w a s  o v e r  an d  h e  h a d  h a rd ly  ca u g h t 

a  w o rd . S a m e  w a s  th e  c a se  fo r  th e  c h e m is try , im ath s 

an d  s ta t is t ic s  c la s s e s  th a t fo llo w e d  e v e ry  s in g le  d a y . 

I t  d id n ’ t  m a tte r to  h im  th a t he  k n e w  n o th in g  ab o u t 

th e  le s s o n s . W h a t o n ly  m a tte re d  to  h im  w a s  th a t h is  

p a in tin g  o f  th e  lib e ra l a rts  lo o k e d  re a lly  g o o d . T h e n

b le w  th e  s e v e re ly  ten se  b re e ze s  o f  I IT - J E E , A IP M T  

an d  A IE E E , th a t p u sh e s e v e ry  s c ie n c e  stu d e n t to  th e  

e x tre m e s . H is  fr ie n d s  w e n t m a d , ra n  a fte r  c o lle g e  

c la s s e s , tu it io n s  an d  c o a c h in g  c la s s e s . H is  c o u s in s  

w e re  a lw a y s  lo s t  in  th e ir  b o o k s , so m e tim e s  e v e n  

s k ip p in g  m e a ls  to  stu d y . S u c h  w a s  th e  c ra z e  o f  th e se  

th re e  w o rd s  in  th e  liv e s  o f  th e se  stu d e n ts .

B u t  to  S o n u , e v e ry th in s  see m ed  ra th e r fu n n y . 

H e  fo u n d  n o th in g  g re a t ab o u t th e  A IP M T  an d  th e  

A IE E E  an d  c o n s id e re d  I I T  as a  b ig , fo r lo rn  b u ild in g  

w ith  c re e p y  p e o p le . H e  h a d  b y  th is  t im e , m ad e m a n y  

frie n d s  fro m  th e a rts  d ep artm e n t an d  a lw a y s  d isc u sse d  

th e ir  su b je c ts  w ith  th e m . H e  e v e n  b u n ke d  h is  c la s se s  

a t t im e s , to  b e  w ith  h is  n e w  fr ie n d s  an d  d is c u s s  

S h a k e sp e a re  an d  T a g o re  a lik e . W h a t h e  d id n ’ t re a liz e  

h o w e v e r, w a s  th a t h e  h a rd ly  k n e w  a n y th in g  ab o u t th e  

6 -7  ch a p te rs  o f  a ll th e  fo u r su b je c ts  th a t h ad  b e en  

co m p le te d  in  h is  c o lle g e  b y  th a t tim e .

H is  fa th e r w a s  a s  m u ch  in  th e  d a rk  ab o u t th is  

a s  w a s  S o n u  h im s e lf . “  A m b it io u s ”  is  th e  o n ly  w o rd  

th a t d e sc rib e s  th is  m a n . “ S o  w h a t i f  m y  so n  m an ag ed  

o n ly  3 le tte rs  in  th e  m a tr ic u la t io n s ? ” , h e ’ d  s a y  to  

h im s e lf  “ H e  is  su re  to  g et a  s ta te  ra n k  in  th e  12*̂  

e x a m in a tio n s . T h e n  h e  w i ll  go  to  I I T  an d  e a rn  a  fe w  

la k h s  a  m o n th .”  H e  en g ag e d  S o n u  to  tu itio n s  as w e ll 

a s  c o a c h in g  c la s s e s , sp e n d in g  a lo t  o f  m o n e y . T h e  

m o re  m o n e y  h e  sp e n t, th e  b ig g e r h is  d re a m s b e ca m e . 

T h e  re su lts  o f  th is  w a s  th a t w h a te v e r fre e  tim e  S o n u  

e n jo y e d  a fte r co m in g  b a c k  fro m  c o lle g e , to  f u lf i l  h is  

m e n ta l d e m an d s o f  L ite ra tu re , w a s  c u t o f f . H e  n o w  

h a s  s c a rc e ly  a n y  tim e  to  b re a th e . W h e re v e r h is  e y e s  

co u ld  re a c h , h e  sa w  o n ly  c o m p le x  q u e stio n , fo rm u la s , 

g ra p h s an d  su m s b e am in g  d o w n  a t h im . A t  so m e p o in t 

o f  t im e , h e  s im p ly  g a ve  u p  s tu d y in g  an d  co m p o sed  

p o e try  fo r  h o u rs  to g e th e r. B e c a u se  w h e n  h e  w a s  in  

th e  co m p a n y  o f  lite ra ry  p ie c e s  b y  h is  fa v o rite  a u th o rs , 

h e  fe lt  as th o u g h  h e  w a s  b a c k  th e re  in  th e  good  o ld  

d a y s  w h e n  h e  w a s  n in e  and  th e  w o rld  w a s  fu ll o f  

e v e ry  im a g in a b le  k in d  o f  m a g n ific e n c e  w h e re  lif e  w s  

s t i l l a  d e lig h tfu l an d  m y ste rio u s  d re a m .

I t  d id n ’ t  co m e  e x a c t ly  a s  a  ru d e  sh o c k  to  h im  

w h e n  h e  fo u n d  o u t th a t h e  h a d  f a ile d  h is  1 2 *  

e x a m in a tio n s . H is  fa th e r w a s  h o w e v e r, sh a tte re d  to  

th e  c o re . T h e  id e a  o f  h is  b ro th e r’ s so n s  s tu d y in g  

m e d ic a l s c ie n c e  w h ile  h is  o w n  so n  s itt in g  in  th e  h o u se  

g a ve  h im  a  h e a rt a tta c k . W h e n  h e  ca m e  b a c k  fro m  

th e  h o s p ita l, n o t k n o w in g  w h a t e ls e  to  d o , h e  ab u sed  

S o n u  d a y  a n d  n ig h t. H e  re fu se d  to  e a t an d  h e n c e , h is  

h e a lth  d e te rio ra te d . B u t  w h a t w o u ld  a m an  do  w ith
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g o o d  h e a lth  i f  h is  s e lf-e s te e m  a n d  h is  n am e in  th e  

s o c ie ty  h a d  b e e n  s m e a re d  w ith  c o w  d u n g ?  H is  

fru s tra tio n  sh o w e d  in  h is  p ro fe s s io n a l li f e  a s  w e ll, a s 

h e  a rg u e d  w ith  h is  c o lle a g u e s  an d  re c e iv e d  s e v e ra l 

w a rn in g s  th a t h e  w o u ld  h e  f ir e d , fro m  h is  b o ss . O n c e  

h e  p u n ch e d  so m eo n e in  th e  fa c e  fo r  b e in g  a ske d  ab o u t 

h is  so n ’s re s u lt , w h ic h  se ttle d  h im  fo r  a  d e m o tio n , H e  

v e rb a lly  ab u sed  w h o e v e r g re e te d  h im  an d  sco ld e d  h is  

w ife  d a y  a n d  n ig h t fo r  g iv in g  b irth  to  a  so n  w 'ho h ad  

ro tte n  s tra w  in s te a d  o f  b ra in s  a s  a n g e r a ffe c ts  a 

p e rso n ’ s ro o ts  an d  c a u se s  h im  to  d o  s tu ff  h e  w o u ld  

h a v e  n e v e r h a v e  g iv e n  a th o u g h t ab o u t.

M o u th s  p a sse d  a fte r  th a t fa te fu l in c id e n t and  

S o n u  w a s  re a d m itte d  to  th e  S c ie n c e  stre a m  to  t ry  th e  

12"’ e x a m in a tio n s  a  se co n d  t im e . B u t  h is  fa th e r fe lt  

th e  w o r ld  to  be f u ll o f  tra ito rs  w h o  m ad e fu n  o f  h im  

b e h in d  h is  b a c k  and  th u s , n e v e r b e cam e as e n th u s ia s tic  

as h e  w a s  b e fo re . S o n u , in  h is  d e p re sse d  sta te  o f  m in d , 

to o k  th e  c a u se  fo r  h is  fa th e r ’ s p a th e tic  c o n d itio n s  to  

b e  h im s e lf . A l l  h e  d id  w a s  d re a m  a n d  t ry  to  fin d  

a n sw e rs  to  th e  m y s te rie s  o f  l i f e . H e  n e v e r h a s  th o u g h t 

th a t it  c o u ld  p ro d u c e  su c h  d ra s tic  re s u lts . H is  fa th e r ’ s 

a b u se s a n d  h is  m o th e r’ s te a rs  f ile d  h im  w ith  p o iso n  

an d  a c tin g  o n  an  im p u ls e , h e  b u rn e d  a ll h is  p re c io u s  

n o v e ls . H e  s u ffe re d  fro m  in fe r io r ity  c o m p le x e s  fi-om  

h is  c o u s in s  an d  h e  c r ie d  h is  h e a rt o u t a t n ig h t, fo r  h e  

d e a rly  m isse d  th e  b o o k s  th a t h e  h a s  b u rn e d . B e in g  

d e m o ted  n o w , h is  fa th e r c o u ld n ’ t a ffo rd  tu it io n s  and  

c o a c h in g  c la s se s  a se co n d  t im e , n o r d id  h e  w a n t to . 

H is  fa th e r w a s  su re  n o w  th a t h e  w a s  n o  m o re  th a n  

an  u n le a sh e d  d o n k e y  g o n e  a s tra y .

L iv in g  th e  li f e  o f  a  1 2 *  fa ile d  c a n d id a te  is  

p e rh ap s m o re  m ise ra b le  th an  b e in g  d isa b le d . T h a t o n e 

y e a r , t i l l  S o n u  re a p p e a re d  fo r  h is  1 2 *  w a s  th e  w o rs t 

y e a r o f  h is  li f e . H is  te a c h e rs  re g a rd e d  h im  a s  a  n o 

g o o d  la d . H is  c la s sm a te s  w h o  w e re  ju n io r  to  h im  a lso  

m a d e  fu n  o f  h im . H is  fa th e r  c o u ld n ’ t s ta n d  h is  

p re se n ce  an d  h is  m o th e r k e p t on  w e e p in g . H e  w o u ld  

h a v e  b e e n  lo s t a  se co n d  t im e , h a d  it  n o t b een  fo r  h is  

e ld e r s is te r. S h e  to o k  a  le a v e  fro m  h e r jo b , h e r hu  sband 

an d  k id s  to  h e lp  h e r b ro th e r fo r  sh e  d o tted  u p o n  h im , 

S h e  s ta y e d  u p  w ith  h im  la te  in  th e  n ig h ts  as h e  stu d ie d  

an d  h e lp e d  h im  o v e rc o m e  a l l th e  a re a s  h e  i'o u n d  

d if f ic u lt . F in a lly , th a t p a in fu l y e a r w a s  o v e r an d  h e  

re a p p e a re d  fo r  th e  1 2 *  e x a m in a tio n s .

L i f e  to o k  a n o th e r f u ll  c y c le . I t  w a s  a n o th e r 

b rig h t an d  b e a u tifu l d a y . B lis s f u l su n sh in e  b lo o m in g  

f lo w e rs , b u s y  b e e s , ra d ia n t w e a th e r b u t p e o p le  w e re  

s t i l l b u sy  ig n o r in g  th e  fo rm a tio n s  o f M o th e r N a tu re .

T h e  a tm o sp h e re  in  th e  K a s h y a p  re s id e n c e  w a s  m u ch  

te n se d . S o n u  h a d  ju s t  le f t  fo r  c o lle g e  to  c o lle c t  h is  

re s u lts . H is  fa th e r lik e d  fo rw a rd  to  a  fe e b le  ra y  o f  

ho p e o f  a  f ir s t  d iv is io n . H is  m o th e r w a s  in  th e  te m p le , 

o ffe r in g  a ll th a t w a s  a v a ila b le  in  th e  n e a rly  sh o p s and  

c h a n tin g  w h a te v e r p ra y e r sh e  k n e w . H is  s is te r  w a s  

su re  th a t h e  w o u ld  p a ss  th is  t im e , th o u g h  te n se d  

a tm o sp h e re s  c re a te  n e g a tiv e  im p a c ts  o n  p e o p le ’ s 

m in d s.

T h e  c lo c k  s tru c k  1 :0 0  p .m  an d  y e t , th e re  w a s  

n o  s ig n  o f  S o n u . H is  s is te r  w a s  ab o u t to  go an d  lo o k  

f o r  h im  w h e n  s h e  s a w  tw o  te a c h e rs  a n d  th e  

h e a d m a ste r o f  S o n u ’ s c o lle g e  e n te rin g  th e ir  h o u se . 

“ W h a t n o w ? ”  th o u g h t h is  fa m ily  m e m b e rs , “ A n o th e r 

fa ilu re ? ”

B u t  n o , th e y  w e re  w ro n g . “ Y e s , S o n u  h a d  

p a sse d ,”  an n o u n ced  th e  n e w  a r r iv a ls , g e ttin g  su rp rise d  

th a t th e y  d id n ’ t  k n o w  t i l l  th a t t im e , “ A n d  h e  h ad  

m an ag ed  to  se c u re  t lie  10'̂  r a n k !”

T h e  K a s h y a p  re s id e n c e  h ad  n e v e r see n  su c h  

h a p p in e ss  in  a ll th e  2 5 y e a rs  o f  it s  e x is te n c e . T h e re  

w a s  n o  sto p p in g  th e  p a rty  th a t d a y ! H is  fa th e r w e n t 

w ild  w ith  g le e , h is  m o th e r n o w  w e p t te a rs  o f  jo y  an d  

h is  s is te r  in fo rm e d  a ll th e ir  re la t iv e s  w ith  p rid e .

S o n u  w a s  th o ug h t to  b e  p a rty in g  w ith  h is  frie n d s  

and  h e n c e , w a s  n o r m is s e d .L it t le  d id  th e y  k n o w  ab o u t 

w h a t h e  w a s  a c tu a lly  u p  to .

W h e n  h e  w a s  ju s t  ab o u t to  le a v e  to  g e t h is  

re s u lts , e a r lie r  th a t fa te fu l d a y , h is  fa th e r ca u g h t h im  

in  th e  d o o rw a y ; “ Y o u  a re  g o in g  to  g e t y o u r re s u lts  

to d a y ”  h e  sa id  g ra v e ly , “ I f  y o u  f a i l  th is  tim e  a s  w e ll, I  

w i l l  d ie  o f  sh a m e . R e m e m b e r, a ll m y  m o n e y  is  in  th e  

S ta te  B a n k  and  m y  a c c o u n t n u m b e r is  1 4 4 3 2 . Y o u r 

m o th e r w i l l  go  m ad  w h e n  I  d ie , so  y o u  w ill h a v e  to 

m an ag e  m y  fu n e ra l c e re m o n ie s . A fte r  th a t, yo u  ca n  

u se  th e  re s t o f  th e  m o n e y  to  do  w h a te v e r y o u  lik e .”  

H is  fa th e r ’s w o rd s  k e p t h itt in g  h im  a t th e  b a c k  o f  h is  

m in d  w h e n  h e  re a c h e d  c o lle g e . H e  d id n ’ t d a re  to  

c h e c k  fo r  h is  n am e in  th e  to p p e r’ s lis t . H e  ra n  h is  

fin g e r th ro u g h  th e  n am e s o f  th e  p a sse d  c a n d id a te s . 

N o , it  w a s  n o t th e re , n o  m a tte r h o w  m a n y  tim e s  h e  

c h e c k e d . G r ie f , fe a r  a n d  fru s tra t io n  d a m a g e d  h is  

lo g ic a l th in k in g  and  h e  w a s  su re  th a t h e  h ad  fa ile d  a  

se co n d  t im e . H is  fa th e r ’ s w o rd s  e ch o ed  in  h is  h e a d . 

H is  m o th e r’ s te a rs  see m ed  to  re su m e  b e fo re  h is  e y e s . 

W ith in  m in u te s , h e  w a s  in  an  e m p ty  c la s s ro o m , f ix in g  

th e  n o o se  a ro u n d  h is  n e c k . H is  life le s s  b o d y  hung  fro m  

th e  c e ilin g  fa n  a s  h is  fa m ily  d a n ced  in  fro n t o f  th e  

m e d ia  th a t h a d  g a th e re d  in  h is  h o u se .
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I'll lose it all Someday
Priyakshi Das

TDC 2”̂  Year, E nglish D eptl.

S it t in g  b y  th e  b a n k s  

In  an  e xh a u ste d  tw ilig h t ,

In s c r ib in g  y o u r n a m e  in  th e  d am p  san d  

A n d  w a tc h in g  it  w a sh  a w a y  b y  th e  w a te r. 

S ta rin g  a t th e  m ild  h u e d  su n  

M o v in g  g e n tly  b e lo w  th e  e a rth ’s h o riz o n  

I  w ish e d  i f  i t  c o u ld  ta k e  a w a y  

A ll  m y  p a id  an d  a g o n y  

T o  th e  f lig h t  o f  b ird s  

M o v in g  b a c k  h o m e ,

A  p le a d  to  ta k e  a w a y  

M y  ‘ s tu c co  o f  d re a m s w ith  H IM ’

B e c a u s e  I  c a n ’ t see  th em  sh a tte r 

O n e  b y  o n e .

R e c o u n tin g  th e  th in g s  I  m isse d  

B e in g  w ith  y o u ,

C ry in g  u p o n  th e  th in g s  

I  h a d  to  lo s e  w h e n  y o u ’ re  g o n e ,

I  c lo s e  m y  e y e s .

F e e l th e  b re e z e  a ro u n d  m y  fa c e ,

I  o v e rh e a r so m e th in g .

P re su m a b ly  it  w a s  y o u  w h im p e rin g  to  m e . 

.^^S=sJ«st w o n d e re d  i f  so m e h o w  

Y o u 'ld  f la s h  b a c k  to  th e  t im e s .

Y o u  g e n tly  h e ld  m e  in  y o u r a rm s .

I  fe lt , no  o th e r p la c e  ca n  e v e r  be 

S o  w a rm , so  se c u re .

L i e ............th a t w e re  a ll a  h e .. .

I t  k i l ls  m e  in s id e  

I  h it  m y s e lf .

W h y  c o u ld n ’ t I  b e  th e  ‘ o n e ’ .

T h e  o n e  y o u  w o u ld  h a v e  t ru ly  lo v e d ,

M is s e d , ca re d  an d  lo n g e d  to  h a v e  b y  y o u r s id e  

A lw a y s ...

I  t ry ,

I  s tr id e n tly  a d m it, y o u ’ re  re a lly  g o n e ,

I  t ry ,

T o  fig h t  b a c k  m y  te a rs ,

I  f a i l .

A n d  1 lo s e  a  d ro p  e a ch  se co n d .

A  d ro p  o f ‘m e  b e in g  w ith  y o u ’ .

In  th a t m ig h ty  r iv e r .

H o p e fiilly , I ’ l l  lo s e  it  a ll so m e d ay .
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I ^ S  ' 5 ^ ! ^  °o C ^  1 ^ ?  ' i i l R s W ? !  • ^ < r > f i R  I

l ] ^ ^ !  Pt'Sr'^.'^Rw

■5111%̂ «T(%?

1 ^  S " S i K - ^ t R H i G T f ^  C ^ f T # ? J T  W R S I U r N R

^  I m  I O T R

c 's c ^ ’csf tfi^JsiH m i\  I

^ ^ ^ ^ s % t ! ( 2 f ^ )

i ( j w s ^  5 t |  ̂ )  I

I  ^ ' Q ^  ^  I

1 ^  s 1% ^  C #  'T O  CTI

I ( ^ W  (TTWit 
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î sTfft «?!# «TC^

JT|'C <|s \») ^ ' < ‘̂ 5 '!  ^  s i^ ^ s r  I R s ' ^  C T t ;  > | ^ 'S r

|^tot> bPt^l t •Tfl; ̂ 1^, I

w  I ^  ^  11%;@i c ^ m

w i=
1^S 1 5 ^  S I C ^ < 3  ^WI^^PTR;^ I ^  1% 

'̂5,'»1«1HM 'SrlWf |'?jH ^^$ [R ;^

m  ^  m ^ i  'STR-^r#, ^ r i w r R ,  w i  y \ ^  

^ 5 ] t f § f ^ t { ^  ^  I ( 7 0  O T i W f  W (  i ' 5 ' < ^  I
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^  w i  w T 5 -S '^ ^ ^ l%  I w . ^ '  W rf5 ^  ^

'S r fc '^  I 'H^\^ f i r ^ J l  2 l f e ; ^ f t ^ (
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