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Economics

For Betier or Woerse 2

(é man T W ART ALL SOCIALISTS NOWY
L

A i osaid Sie Harcourt Batler, e
b S . .
l.,.s"'"‘,' could have, wwith  more appro-

priatencss, cuid swe are all faddisis now™
Slogans, cspecialiy the saciulist  ones, are
fuls,

]‘.il".-'i‘.

the laiest Speaking  of our own
to admit with a blush

Lolds us,

in its speli

country, We

that the soveialist  shibholeth

A E ey i
Jnarloer,

ient

. i
like the A

Trom Ahimsa 1o Avadi it was an oxhi-

dicht of imazination. And from

liir;‘.iirn__ f
Avadi 1o Ahmedabad it has been a dizzy

Not

. i3 ¥ o . .
listic paitern of society” we Lave chosen

gvralion, content  with < The socia

the new guiding  star of “aocialist struce
Good aims, these. But the question

For the

ture”’
is how do we set about them.
first few years we were thinking in terwms
of mixed econnmy, with a large private

sector and a developing public sector,

Prof. & SARANGAPANI,
Department of Economies,

Gauvhati University,

working as 2 sort  of cconomic Panch-
Shila.  The public  seetor was anxious
not to tread upon the terrain of the

private scelor, Nationalization was kept

in thie buckeeonnid. Governmental economie

activily was mostly confined to supple-

mentary coverage and  rarely was  the

device of taking cver existing private

concerns adopted. In explanation of this
attitude 1t was said that the Government
had neither the funds nor the personnel
required for any large-seaie nationalization.
But the resl resson was the evident
concern for preserving the major institu-
tions of a  syvetem  of  production und.
exchange that had been in existence over
long vears.  In chort it was a timidity
induced by the fear that if the existing
capitalistic strocture  and apparatus was

interfered with the entire mechanizm of



production would break down. There was
at the same time the desire to go socia-
list, A compremise was struck while the
wiruld

respected the  particular

institution of  {rivate property
continue to he
forms and uses of private property could,
in the interest of public purpose, be
legislated away alter payment of dae com-
pensation ; while private enterprise would
be allowed its wonted fields, though unler
some sort of surveillance, the public sector
would graduatly expund in the non-comype-
titive fields, thus informing the general
cconomic atmosphere with a salutary tinge
of socialism. It was o sort of flanking
stralegy—the private sector would sooner
or later be metamorphesed by the benign
influence of the proumbra of sociali-t
purpose created by the flanking puble

The gradual

public seclor in fields not currently oeceu-

sechor. expansivn  of the
pied by the private sector was, therefor,
the hey for ithe unfulding of the soeialis-
tic pattern  of  secicty. A positiae
call it. But it

should Dbe obvicus that this tvpe of sociali-

gocializm, some would

fm is at its worst timidity and at it:
best poor manoeuvre. To try 1o turn o
vast forre of profit greedy private indus-
trialists into “good boys™ by lobby scrmons
is to be as foolish as to try to turn
the denkey into a musician,

the passing of the
Avadi,

there has, however, been a change which

Subsequent o
socialistic pattern resolution at

reaolution of ““Snci-
The

sought

climmaxed in the new

alist structure’” at Shaheednagar.

content of socialism 13 now

COTTONIAN
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to be increased. Nationalization is increa-
The nationali-
Bank and the

insurance Dusi-

signly coming to the fore.

zation of the lmperial

nationalization of the life
ness as also the proposals 1o natiovalize

all hasic aud  key industries, including

mining indestry, are the new and bolder
steps towards the anilien which we have

visualized, At one stage our FPrime

Minister  thought alond in  terms of

nationalization of all large-sedle  Indus-

This

contrast to the earlier timidity.

tries, boldness makes  refreshing
Bat  unfortunately the drift towards
as it should be.
The purpose of natienalization does not
to be the des-

perate resort for securing funds to finance

nationalizatien is not all

SR service 80 much as
an  over-ambitions plan so
The Finance Ainister
secret of this
defended the insurance nationalization on
the floor of the Lok Sabha, It wight be

argued that the plan ltself is meant 1o

ill-budgeted.
Union made no

narrow  purpoese when Le

be of great service lo the community
and that therefore any means of financing

it, such as

nationalization, would he

justified.  But it should not he overlooked
that nationalization which might ease the
difficultics of financing the public scetor
part of the plan waonld itself accentuate
the difficulties of financing the private
sectoe part of the plan. Thus the insu-
rance nationalizatson which is expected to
yield financial surplus to the public sector
will the already
precarious financial resources availability

for the private sector.

seriously  jeopardise

Moreover, there
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seems to be a pathetic faith in our country
in nationalization. Socialiam and nationali-
zation are not ce-extensive terms. There
can be a large measure of nationslization
unier would be

cven capitalism—that

State Capitalisin, A truc *Secialist struc-
ture” of sucicty eannot be huilt by mere
nationalization of industeies. Until the yery
production

systema of and exchange is

transloruivd we do not move from one
econontic system  to another. So long as
production is carried on  for profit and
nat for service so lung the structure of
capitabsn carvives, 5o long as the present
class-redations, as for instance the capi-

talist worker continue 1t makes

Lle

nexas,

deflirennce whether  the  private
authority 15 the ecapitahat or the Govern-
ment s the eapitalist,  And in an ueder
developed country like aurs where a sharp
inequality of income and property distri-
bution is an outstanding feature nation-
has htile the

money-bags wilt pull the political strings

alization meaning  ringe

and the Goverment ean hardly be anything

32nd Tssue, 1956

other than a reflex of this pressure. So
long as the institution of private property
is allowed to continue so long there can
ouly be lip homage to sacialism, In some
quarters the hope is being  cotertained

that a decentralised co-operative based

the

peculiar needs and genius of our country.

type of socialismr wonld best  suit
But this sort of associative socialism has
not been nruch of 4 success elgewhere and
our own experience of over 50 years of
not fill us with

vo-operalion does any

Lhope in this direction. The recent effort
of the Govermment to revitalize copera-
uon through state—iotegrated hanking is
very like administering Oxvgen-gas to a
The necd of the hour is to
If it is

e really

dying person,

clearly know our ewn minds,
Y

socialismt that we want let us

earnest about it. I it is capitalism that

we cherish let ws not dilly-dally  with
the alarm  of

private entcrprise, the wvexation of the

sacialist experiments to

commonfolk and the impatiene of the

extrenists.

COTTONIAN
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Gandhian Tdeology

Impact on National & International Affairs

discussing impact of

IEFORE the
% Gandhian ideology on national and
<° international affares  we

closely fambar with the 1duology 1selr,

T4,

»

should be

What 15 Gandhian 1deology 7 This qaestion
15 10 he answered first

Candian deology 16 a doetrine of phulc-
sophicil anarclism, The doctrine of non-
violence aund live constitutes the basis of
Gandlian anarchism, < Fhe state represents
violence 1n a esncentrated and agerayated
form”, declared Gandlup  “The wndinudual

has a soul bhut as the state 1s o soutless

machme it ean never be wmcaned liom
violance to which 13 owes 1ts Yeiv exis-
tence. Violence of the =statc brecd,

wviolenee of the individual and the Titee-

sinhs lower in the zale  of moriits

Henree the Thus the

Gandhian 1deal 1 a stattless socierty of

stale 15 an exid™,

non-violent and equal mdividuals “Ivery

body o a law  wrto hunstIf and ll
express through ther action what o
demaaled by common good  Swh .
soclety alone 1s consistent with the law
of love™. ’

The cconomic courterpart of e
Gandhian doctrine 13 the concept o
trustecslup of property.  Gandhi mam

tained that piuvate property was alwaye

COTTONIAN
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limited by the recognition of a respon-
sthility to wuse all goods {for the common
benefit. H:
ourselves to our immedniie and mdispen-
sable

of possession

would advize us to confine
n(‘N]R, and to & numimum . n ount

essential to moral and

spiritual growth  Accordmg to lum, pri-
vate property l)E}t>11d thi= imit omounts
to theft  If 1t would be possible by non-
Gandh

people of all properties not vedded for

s10lent means, waouhll disposses
the fulfilment of indicpen<ible necds, But
human natute bemg whit 1t s there is
htile or no chanee of  this 1ieal bemg

Gaadin would
falls back

on the thoory of trustecchip ol property.

realized through covsont,

not rely on feree. Hence b

“Let everyone regard hameelf as rhe tzustee

of the propurts he  possessis  ond let
cveryhodv employ suelt proporty {or the

promoiing of wihare” Gandhi

CoOmitken
drearas of a psycholoyical mptamorphosis

of the propertind classes. a change of

Leart and a revolution through conseat,

An analysis of thns plulosophy would
bring out seme «alient features, I'n bemin
with, we may ash—what was the end or
the ultimate goal advocated by Gandlujr.
The concept of

Ram becomes

Rajpva

relevant i this eonncetion. A variety of

32nd Issue, 1956
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interpretations is there on this concept,
All are

but too comprehensive to bury the essence

not reliable. Some are reliable,
almost  completely. Of course, it is not
difficult to point out some of the characte-
ristics of Ram Rajya. Keonomically speak-
ing, Ram Rajya means a world of plenty—
a world which is frec from the motive

of exploitation. Politically  speaking, it

is a stateless society, composed of de-

centralised village Rajes and free from
the fear or the possibility of domination
From a social

of one by the other.

standpoint, Ram Rajya will not consist

of antagonistic  classes  and  diversified
castes. Speaking {rom a noral standpoint,
it may be said that such a society will
be inhabited only by the virtuous citizens
true sense of the term.
il[l.d.

now

—virtuous in the
This is the
Gandhism, We

national

sum substance of

may discuss its

impact  on and international

affairs.  For a clearcut understanding, we
may ask a few questions and  atlempt

answers to them, The first questjon is:
Has Gandbian ideclogy become a potent
foree ? I so, Low much has it affeeted
the world in general and India in parii-
cular 2 If not what is the potent force
now 7 Does Gandian ideology help or
hinder that foree ?

These questions may be discussed one
after another. The first question is whether
Gandhian ideology has become a potent
The
Neither the end i. e. Ram Rajya nor the
is the talk of

force or not. answer 1s negative,

means i, ¢. non-violence
the day. Nor the world is divided into
two sharp blocks on the issue of IRam

32nd Issue, 1956

.posed of force

or non-violence. Gandhism thus

Rajya
is not vet a foree, Its impact is not

vet sufficiently realized on many parts
of the globe.
SD, we come to the next ques\i(m.

What is the potent foree now 7 And,

whether  Gandism  effectively  helps or
hinders that [orce. The answer takes us
into a discussion of Marxism. Marxism

is undoubtedly the potent force today.
The

the basis of Marxism,

divided into two camps on
Almost all the
the

world is

countries are included ecither in

block orin the

But

quaestion is also to  be

other—the capi-
This
The

complex one,

Marxian
talist one. what is Marxism ?
answered.,
doctrine of Marxismm is a
of which explanatory literaters are not
wanting. Misunderstood eriticizms are also
the

Yet AMarxi-

plenty. Systemalic  distortion of
doctrine is also not unknown,
sm can be explained in a comparatively
simple and precise manner,

From a study of history Marx con-
cluded that capitalism will collapse because
of certain i1vherent contradictions. ie
favoured the establishment of o decentra-
lised Communist Society-—a society com-

and

women living in perfect peace and har-

men and

equal

mony—a stage when each will work
according to capacity and get according
to mneeds.  Apart from this ultimate
objective 1. c. the establishment of a de-
centralised communist order, Marx also
recommended certain intermediate steps.
The overthrow of the Bourgeogie through
viclent revolution, the liguidation of the

classes Lo bring about a classless society,

COTTONIAN
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planned production in the interest of the
masses and the dictatorship of the prole.
tariat are some of these objectives, Faith
and the

in planning dictatorship of

proletariat leads him to recommend cen-

tralisation during transition.
Now from a comparative study it
appears that Gandhian and Marxian

ideologies are similar withk regard to the
ultimate objectives. The concept of Ram

Rajya is not  much dissimilar to the

cept of decentraliscd communist  order.
The two concepts may not be considercd
as identical twins, they however resem-
ble as belonging to the same family.
Put Gandhiji has never recommended
centralisation even during the so-called
On the other
Now

Marxian

transition. Marx

hand,

does it. it is difficult to undex-

stand how centralised

prole-

tariat dictatorship will  voluntarily

liquidate itself in order 1o give place to

a decentralised communist order. This is
like arguing that ceniralization automati-
cally leads to decentralisation.  Thus

Marxian ideology has a logical incousis-
tency while Gandhian ideology is  free
from it.
Moreover the main difference Letween
the two ideologies is with regard 1o the

be

cribes violence

mecans o adopred. Marx
for
To

ultimate goal is important.

pres-
the rectification of the
capitalist evil. him end 1. e, the
Means or
method of achicvement does not matter.
According to him, ends justify the means
If the end is

whether the means is good or bad.

good, he will not care
But
Gandbian approch is quite different. He

COTTONIAN
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would not immaoral means

Not
only ends, but the means also must be
pure and justified.
diiferent. He

a5 opposed to vielence.

recommend

even for morally desirable ends.

So his prescription is
non-Violence
Thus GCandhian
programme of action is the opposite of

recommends

the Marxian programme.
Now, a few words about the relative

cfficacies of the two programmes of action

may not he out of place here. To other
words, we may consider which one is

superinr to the other.

It is trpe that there are circumstances
in which bad nueans can achieve ends which
the desirable. But it is
also true that “effects of the opposite kind
;and the
for this may be investigated.

are o whole

occur more frequent]y" reasons

Some times
“immoral means

of the

may  bLe adepled out

and
there may be a desire to keep the use
of  such

mosl moral considerations

means  within the pecessary

minimum®, Bnt if the evil means is to
succeed, then there would arize a need
for sncrecy ; and “once a dark world of
secrecy has been called into existence it
generates a

corrupting of its

In that uodergronnd world people

influence
own.
fear 1o trust; and fear and wnspicion once
slatted rarely keep themselves within the
iniended Hmits”.  Morcover, the character
of the means determines the character of

the followers to a

great exicnt. The
means creates it own wvehicle and after
a priod determines the end towards

which it will led. Thus the “end” reached
mar not be the end “desired™.

The conelusion therefore is that bad

32nd Issue, 1956
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means cannot achieve good ends. Thus
the Gandhian ideology proves superior as
it argues that both means and ends must
be pure and justified.  Buat the theeretical
superiority I one thing and the immediate
practical success 15 anpiher.

The above study reveals that Marsi-
em is the provalent force—a very strong
one ; while Guandhism Iy 4 newer force—a
purer one, but which has not yet gathered
monmentum, Moreaser, we have pointed
out that the two forces are COI][]‘H:“CH)T}’.

NDW

the Gandluan path or on the Marxian

let us consiider whether India is on

way.
A &l k] .
rl hl: ()O‘. erment’s econonile l)l'r)grillllll’]e
conse-

reveals a faith in planning  and

. . N
quenl centralisation. Laphasis is placed

on hemvyv industries and larce-seale pra-
3 B r

duction. This is a ‘tendency towards
Marxism—and not towotls Gandhism.
Secondly, the  Govr. is aboli-ling

Zamindarics, umpoverishing the rich pro-

gressively by means of progressive taxation,

and  npatwonalizing  inJusirics  through
legislation.,  ‘Lhis is eause the Gove.
g

cannot have fuith in the “trusteeship of
property’’——in a  psyihological metamor-
phosis and in a change of heart. It may
be argued that the Guavi. has discarded
vielence which is the charaeteristic method
of Marxisni. But a trge Gandhian will
Gandhi as saying, “the state

represents violence

remember
in 4 concentrated and

aggravared fonw”.  FoVowing Gaadki we

may say thal the }egihlquatl f;y the state
means the indication of o potential threat
of violenee 1o be used against thoese who

may vielate the legisfation, Thus it

32nd Issue, 1956

Tt .

appears that the spirit of non-vivlence

is no longer there,

But this will be to some extent a

superticial view. Afarxian violeuce i3 not
vivlence of the type adopted in India
It is this and something more. 1t embra-
ces all kinds of violence, erude as well
has discarded crude

as modified. India

violence bat is using only the modified

type.
Marxian violence unbriddled by Gandhian

Here lics the influence of Gandhiji.

conscience could have created havoe and
disaster throughout the country. India is
because of  the

saved | and saved o

influence of Gandhiji,

In the political field nothing is yet
and
stateless society. OF counrse, lip-service to
But i

done to achieve decentralisation
decentralization s net wanting.
actual practice cenrralisation is preferred.
The
lised

to increase the power of the state. Large

whole administration is a centra-

one. Constitution is often amended
states are preferred instead of small and
decentralised ovres.  Thus it scems that
the Gandhian idcology is not adhered to.
It may be puinted out that Indian unity
calls for some amount of centralisation,
But tkis approwh simply provides am
excuse for disregarding the oljective of
decentralisation, .

i the socicl sphere, Caundhian ideo-

logy marks a corsiderable  awount of
sueress.  Le-existence of Ailfrrent religions
is Leing practised. Mindus and Mu:lims
in India are living happily, und harmoud
ously. Religious animosity is rapilly dis-

appearing. Thu caste system is also fading

COTTONIAN
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away. The casteless
offing.

socicty Is in the
Gandhian ideology Las, however, achie-

ved rpeclacular success

through wmon-

Govt. agencics. The number of self-less
Their quality is
improving. Saint like Vinoba Blave has
appeared on the scece. Bhave isa true
disciple of Gandhiji and a perfect believer
of Gandhian ideology. He
Ram Iajya, be preackes decentralization
and practises

workers is increasing.

believes in
non-violence. He also
helieves in a change of heart and in the
trusteeship of property. He is experimen-
ting Gandbian ideology with a deep faith
and has acquired a good deal of suceess.

In the field, we find
that Gandhian ideolegy has achieved a
greater success. Like Buddhism Gandhian

ideology is favoored more by the out-

international

siders. In rthe internationdl econpmic
field some indireet recoguition lLas been
given 1o the idea of “trusteeship of

property”.  Much of it is not very cons-
If the U. S, A, is considered 1o be

wealthiest of

cious,

the all member nations,

then Gandhiji would say 1hat she hasa
responsibility to use her wealth for the
promotion of common welfare of mankind,
Yes,—America, not at all conscious, is
behaving in a fashion conforming to the

Gandhian ideologyv. She is oflering eco-

COTTONIAN
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nomic aids, development loans, and erisis
gifts to the needy nations. Even amongst
the nnderdeveloped eountries, the more

developed ones  arc helping their less
fortunate brethren. Of course, much of it

13 not conscinus. DBut when actions pro-
ceed in the right directions consvigusness

cannot lag bebind fer a long e,

I the international political ficld, the
need fur a world at peace with itself ig
being gradually recognised. Nom viokenee
has the foreign
policy of many countries, “Five principles™

beceme the hasis of
are becoming moere and more popular, Of

these “five principles” three are corrolaries

1o the

fundamental principle  of wnom-

vielence. Thus iuspite of the dangerous
weapuns remaining in the armury of the

state, there is euough peace as yvet.

In the international sacial

field,
Gandhian ideology has not achieved any-

thing so far. Colour bar is still there.
Hatred against the black 15 stil not

climinated. But the intelleciuals of alf
countries have recognised the necessily of
doing Under

such circumstances it is bound to gn.

away with  colour-bar.

To sum up the impact of Gaadhism

iz not yet uplo our expectation, Marxism

is more popular than Gandbism with

the wverv best of ethical fuundations.
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India & World Peace

HE term Peace is so much in currency
act. it bas lost its original
No

what it really means.

that, in

significance. one understands
In oblivion has
We hear it

mentioned everywhere—in public platform,

vanished its reanl import.

in university classes, in all forms of

political  discussions, not to speak of

assemblies  and  parliaments,  In these
days of dewmocracy and freedom of speech
everyone hns got the right to give any
interpretation to it having, of course, his
When Mr.
deliberates on peace he hagin his view
his Panch-Shila, anticolonialism and
antiimperialiom,  When Mr, Dulles talks
keeps in  view his NATO
and SEATO-—check ou communism ete.
While Mr. Chou

reference Lo peacclul co-existence which

own cnds in  view, Nehra

on peace he
mentions the term In

he wants to maintain at all costs except,
of course, for the liberation of Taiwan,
Mr. Singman Rhee, chiang-Kai-Shek and
Dicm are the only persons who have
banished this term from their vocabulary
for ever and mever talk of it even by

mistake. Thus has been dug the graveyard
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of peace, which in

SHATABUDDIN AHMED,
Jrd Year Arts.

erdinary  parlance,

signifies, nothing but absence of conflicts,

and
hyd
reta
mati
hom
may
of 1
rela
1
peac
peac
who
we
‘vh()
ﬂff'd
of 1
grea
New
but
it t
mov
blee
oD
ado|

n its place today we have a
headed monster which though has
ed its original name but seeks to
ain through atombombs, hydrozen-

This, indeed,

appear to be too pessimistic a view

s and regional pacts,

ice in  reference to international
mns,

this game of power politics in which
is being sabutaged in the name of
ean’t we find out a few nations
heartedly aspiring for peace ? Yes,
n, Then comes the ques-tion as to
position may come first. Being
of selfpraising, if we deprive India
¢ deserving position it would bea
injustice. )

e vear 1947 witnessed the birth of
ndia, the genvine worshipper of peace,
er birth pangs were so severe that
k qguite a  longtime to get her
g. The imperialists had mads her
vhite. Even when she put hersclf
e track, she could uot eventually

herself to the new circumstances.
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This gives us the clue to the Vacillating
foreign policy of India from the year
1947 to the year 1950, The new India’s
foreign policy which was wrongly termed
as neutralism was also regarded as vaci-
llating beeause of the peeculiar conditions
international field.
India

divided Into t1wo

then dominating the
Emerging as a new
Lad to face a world
blocs under the hegemony of U.S. A,
and U, 8. 8. L. All the
have already joind hands with one or the
other,

on between

state,

small states

A sort of cold war was going
them and the relation Let-
ween  the two was graduully deteriorating,
Lecoming more and more straiged, Ti
seemed almost impossible o bridze the
gap, between them.

of states the

Had it been a poli-
tical marshalling matter
would have been easier. Nuay, even the
economy, culture and ideology—ail hawve
on the
basis of the ideclogy prevalent in the two
blocs, She

“found herself between scylla and charib-

Dbeen taking two distinet furms
Now what was India to do.

- dis. Although she was formally indepen-
dent, her ecconomy was [ully dependent
the British
Besides, there were serious

upon and controlled Dby
imperialists.
interna! problems like influx of refugees,
shortage of foodstuffs, uncmployment and
All these gave her a

terrific puu to be inclined to le sided

others, together

with  America at first, but later on
she decided o stand afone 1solated from
all the rest withoul committing herself
1o any bloc. No doubt,
surprised at this attitude of India. This

the world was
attitude found expression in her foreign

COTTONIAN
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policy and a critical stody of her foreign
policy would give the actual picture.
Now, coming to the notion about
India’s foreign policy, in the preliminary
stage of her independence, as to neutra-
lism and wvacillating, we must say that
the author of these two terms were utter-
ly sophisticated and were lacking even a
general knowledge of international dea-
lings, A foreign policy cannot be neutral
until there is an guibreak of war Det-
ween two powers. India’s foreign policy

was also not vacillating in character
it only appeared to be so because Lhe
powerblocs themsclves were ina vacilla-
ting state. Whatever may be its inherent
merits, it must be admitted that India
really cut a sorry fgure and coulld do

very little in easing the tension of the

world, But inspite of these vicissitudes
what India had done was more than
one could expect from ler and her

actions went a longway in bridging the
gap between the two bloes.

The first notable action in the U.N.O.
of India, which drew the attention of the
whole world towards lier, was her move
to bring on the agenda the poliey appar-
thied of the whols South African Govt.
The problem of Indonesia was equally
ripe and saturated. ‘The Dutch imperi-

alists  after making a lot of

ofty

promises rounded national

up  all the
Ieaders to stifle  the public opinion by
India
not only raised the question before 1he
U.N.O. but imposed
upon the flicht of Dutch airships over

When

excrting must  brucal pressures,

severe  restrictions
the Indian territory.

Kashmir
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problem aresc Indian Govt. brought the
matter before U.N.O.
time offered an able
U.N.0. took up the matter and ordered
The Kushmir problem is
still pending before UN.O. which due to

and at the same
resistance until
for ceasefire.
the intugue and conspiracy of the g
powers could not come 1o any aceepl-
field
not Jless mportant. A

able conclusion.  In the Korean

India’s

Neutral Nation's

role was
Reportriation  Commi-

g-ton was formed of which TIndiw was
chairman to restore the prisoncrs of war
to their respective couutries, Big power
intrigues followed , lndia bocame snccess-
ful, but only partially,

After the emergence of China as a
powerful giant under the coutrol of the
communi-te, Endia found a fathfd colla-
borator by modifying her policy from
that of passive non-alignment to aclive
policy of peace. The iuterim changes in
the international field proved to be very
very conducive factors to the development
and suicess of India’s foreign policy and
Ghl} .fUil[id ln:lﬂ}f b!g (Uld Sl“ﬂ“ states 1})’
her side, appieciating  and commending

hier

thirsd aiea bas beern formed i the gane

new direction.  Thes an undeclared

of power polilics in the United Nations.

Then comes the histoiie Geneva Confe-
rence which was lmportant for more
than one reason, It was for the first
time that China with more than 600
mithon souls, the se called “3eeping

Giant” of Asia emerged from the ageold
isolation and set fuot in an international

congress where ail the Dbig powers were
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represented. According to the provision
of the Geneva agreement an international
commission was set wup with India as
the chairman to supervise the ceascfire
and for the' first time after many deades
we had a world where there was com-
plete absence of any armed conflict or
civil war. Bur warmongers and jingoish
wele not at all satisfed at this state of
Therr of a third

war, their much coveted desider-

the

affairs, earnest lope

world
aturg, has for

tune bemg, sunply

faded away mach to their disguost,
made

Reference has been

already
that Iedia and Ching developed fiiendly
relation, Tt gocs to the credit of 1ndia’s
that could befriend

powerful neighlour

foreign  poliey sl

such a and enlist
hee candid suppoil in all her moves to
briag about peace which is the 1diological

reality of Thur cordial relation

today.
is a glaring example of peaceful co-ents-
tence—how two mnations having differont
paraphernalia of social, political and eco-
nomic structures and orgamsations can
line as most peaceful

hand

ting to international peace.

neighbours and
reore hand in m all matters rela-
Their bond
of union has been further strengthened
by tbe reciprocal vidits of the two prime
both  the The
histotic vi=it of the Chinese prime mins-
ter Chou-Tn-lai on

ministers 1n rounlrics,

his way back from

Geneva to India is a landmark in the
history of the world as 1t gave to the
world the famous five prmeples, embo-
died in the Nehru-Chou agreement, which

have ushered in a pnew era in the history

COTTONIAN
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of the international relation. They have
been Christened us “Panch-Shila™ by the
Prime Minister of Indonesia and have
become a new basis in the relation bet.
The terms of Panch-
{a) Mutual

respect for cach other’s territorial integrity

ween the states.

Shila or five principles are :

and sovereignty,
Non
affairs, {d) Equality and mutual benetit,

(b} Non aggression, c)

interference in each other’s internal

(¢) Peaceful co-existence.

It requires sometime to rcalise the
real significance of “Paunch-Shila” hecause
these principles a+ such do not contain
anything wonderful in themselves ; rather
many countries previously have enterad
inte such agreements enunciating similar
principles hug in actual operation thay
have miscrably failed to abide by, either
due to the force of circumstances or dite

The real

distinetion between these agreements and

to some fault on their part.
“PAncd-Sifiih ’) 1és 1 ude
which it bas been
cious

spint  wiin
entered in—the cons-
realisation of the faet that there
is no alternative to co-existence and also
that a

victory in the war will mean

nothing but o cadmean victory which
may, if nucdear weapons are

mean total

applif:d
of both the
The other feature which under-

cxtermination,
parties.

lies “Panch-Shila®” is uo less important :

it iz an antidote and the best counter
blast to the capitalist propaganda thet
it i+ not feasible to have co-operation

among c¢ommunist  and non-communist

countrics. The capitalist countries especi-
all the

following the policy of non.co-operation

ally America have time been

LCOTTONIAN
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and seclusion from the comn ynicy coun-
tries, alleging that the comm,uics want
world dominatien through ayarchy and

S Pench Shili has

whole

subversive activities,
laid bare before world that
the allegation of the capitaliy,e 400 not

but also aheurd, It
paved the way for a l'ricndly relation

the
only meretricious

among all the countries of th, world, no
matter on what system her cconomy is
based, along what chanuel L, ideology
flows.

The Panch.Shila soon
transcended its local importay.e and tra-
velled bheyond

two Initialing countries- Tt s, accepted

doctrine  of
the bounday,s of the

by Soviet Union and the 4 untries of
Eastern Democracies. The Nchru-Bulgn-
nin Joint Statement issued i Moscow s
a decument of immense Sigyificanec—in
that it ecarrics forward the Jhcirine of
Panch-Shila or five principley ,¢ peace to
ile or” e d‘cét “{fagna
Cartas”for the preservation of 1,51 peace.
It has been proved once that
Panch-Shila are the

universal application,

status o1’ one

dyrain
only brinciptes of
condugive 1o the
sk " .
developracnt of a proper a“lmsphcrc of
peace.
The terror of a (lcxﬂstamlg Third

World war has compelled all 3, civilised

sol the

fence, Since
the destructive use of atom p.: Lecome

nations of the world 1o emnise

Geneva Atom-for-Peace Confe

a sheer npon-sense in the Preeont context
of the world, the U. N. Ge:
bly expressly recognised the

weral Assem-

urgency of
International co-operation in developing

the Deneficial uses of atomic encrgy in
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removing the burden of hunger, poverty,
and discase.
India’s

civilisation consists in her lead or guidence

contribution to the world

in spiritual matters  which are mnot

dependent in apy way upon mundane

events, Whether +we agree to this point

13

of view or not, we must concede that
India has been taking lead in spiritual
matters, in matters of international soli-
Let the efforts of India
turmoifs and conflicts

darity and peace.
climinate all the

from the world.

12, 1897,

vear became a Professor,

fn the organisation of its work.

member of world Couneil of peace,

- her soul rest in peace !

We Remember the Death of 2 Woman :

PROFESSOR Irene Joliot-Curie, Noliel prize winner for chemistry, died on
March 17 in Paris, of a sub-acute leukemia (blood disease) following the work
on radiutions with which she was oceupied all her life.

Danghter of Pierre and Marie Curie, Irene Joliot-Curie, both through her own
worle and that dene with her mother and later with her husband, had a fore-
-most place among contemporary scientists. She was born in Paris on September
In 1914, she entered the Science Faculty of Paris University, but
throughout the 1914-1916 war she worked almost exclusively in the war zone to
equip and maintain the X-ray apparatus of Red Cross dressing stations. In
1926 she married Frederick Joliot-Carie, and worked in close callaboration
with him. She was especially concerned in work connected with bombarding
atomic nuclei which led to the discovery of the neutron and than to proof of
the existence of artificlully produced radio-activity, In recognition of this work
she and her hushand were awarded the Nobel Prize for chemistry in 1935,
Chief of rescarch at the Radium Institate in 1932, she was appointed a member
of the Tuternational Radiom Standard Commission in 1934 and the following
vear took aver the post of Rescarch Dircctor at the National Scientific Hesearch
Centre. She was a member of the Astrophysies Research Dept,, and in 1937
was appointed Reader in the Science Faculty of Paris University and the same
From 1939 onwards she was a member of the Higher
Caineil of Scientific Research, and with the foundation of the Atomic Energy
Clmmissariat in 1946, she became Atomic Energy Commissioner and took parg
In 1947 she succeeded Dobierne as head of the
Radium Laboratory and was appointed to a chaic at the Sorhonne. TI'rom June
to Septemher 1936 she was also Uunder-Secy., of State for Scientific Research,

A genuine lover of peace, Liberty and Fraternity, Irene Joliot-Curie was a
We deeply mourn her sad demise. May
~—-EDTTOR.
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Al a Glance

: Sumposivm :

(.,O. ﬂay o&wid

1" the four chief junior contempo-
of T.S. Elot followed

raries who

who form, as it were, the second round
of English poets of the post-war period, C,
Day

an original writer and a eritic. Though

Lewis is a major figure both as
he lacks the imaginative sentimentality of
Spender, or the natural affinity with the
new idiom possessed by Auden, or the
tangled nature of allusions of T.ouis Mac-
neice—all his compatriots—yet his  writ-
ings, both poetry and prose, possess a
remarkable elarity of style, excellence of
and steadiness of

execution expericnes.

His poetry is the least ridden with obs-

cure allusions.  Born in 1905, his first
collection,  *“the Transitional Poem:”
appeared in 1929.  This was followed

by “A Hope for poetry,” 1034, in which
with the help of a fascinating prose style
clear manner he stated
<A
came out in 1935, and in 1928
was published the “Overtures to Death™.
His other works

and in a very

the case of the new poetry, time

to Dance”

include the translaticn

COTTONIAN
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of the “Georgics” of Virgil, the “Poetic
Image™ (prose), “I'rom TFeathers to Iron”,
the “Magnetic Mountain®™, the “Navara™,
“0 Dreams O Destinations.”

Though

school of an elder master, (Eliot), and

and

they  only followed up a

although inspite of individual personal

temperament and  ability  they donot

possess  great individuality either in
technique or otherwise, yet in the poetry
of Day Lewis and his co-poets is heard
the feelings, fears, regrets and ecriticism
The
new poetry of T. S, Eliot bade good-hye

debilitated and

of the generation that came nexi.

to the decorative 19th

century poetic convention, because that

convention sounded hellow in the new

pu]ilical temperature and social environ-

ment. The much-vaunted war-aims viz,
swar te end all wars,” and “war to
bring about a brave new world free

from fear, cxploitation and want,7 were
belied as svon as the first world war was

over,  Everywhere there was weariness,
frustration, misery, want, and unhappiness

for the masses, and as for the war-lords,
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there was a sick attempt to find old
bearings which, however, were gone for
Thiz was followed in 1929 by a
catastrophic economic depression all over
the world.

£ever,

Tu England itself disparitics
and inequalities in earning and oppertu-
pities began to  be fclt keenly on all
Side by side with this

in Russia there was growing a mighty

hands but a few.

people’s Government—Communism—which

sent powerful appeals to all  suffering

bhumanity. And if the young English
pocts did not  exuctly  subscribe to
communism, yet they were at  Jeast

convinced that the bourgeois social order
was bascd on exploitation of the masses.
The English

social crisis,

poets did mot fail in this
The
the

poet, from his very

“He

is the most consvious point of the race

nature, is most  alive.

in hLis time. lle is the point at which

the growth of the mind shows itsclf,”

(1. A. Richards }. The Eaglish poetic
mind reacted in this  major change of

things into modernity. A very complex

situation required assessment and inter-

pretation.  As Day Lewis himself put it,
“It is a terrific problem that faces the
world

transition from a decaved culture towords

poet today—a that is so in

a reorgamisation of human evaluations
that there are few common terms, general
depominations of speech that are solid
enough or that ring with any vibration
or spiritual conviction.”” The new poetry
but be highly
dife had become complex

‘could not intellectual.
and busy—
deisure was

gone. DBeing called upon to

express Lighly complex experiences and
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living in the age of science, cinema
and hurry, the peet evelved a new

diction marked by compression, intellec-
tualism and learning, He made a new
demand upon the English language. One
poet even defined poetry as an “explora-
tion of the possibilitics of the language”,
The modern poet suggests a thing by

indirect associations and tries to

evoke
in the readers” mind, as many things as
And to

the modern poct’s vast studies,

possible. this task is

broughe
Anything
of any country or people or time may
come up and that quite un-cxpccted]y.
“Seme saying of some unknown or litte
known dramatis personae of the Elizabe-
than dramatists or the Latin poets or of
Buddhist writings may make its appea-
rance anvwhere. It comes hecause it
seerns rich in the possibilities of cvocative
suggestion”.
the
regions of the human mind. Hence in
any

fines

. e 3 !
The new poctry recognised
sub-conscious and the un-conscious

this poetry there is  not

the

logical
and the
stanzas cxcept that of emotional sequence.

connection  Dbetween

“The modern poem does not depend for

its effect vpon the narrative

and argu-

mentative cootinuity it is cogent at
any step.........Bvery word is charged to

its maximum poctic value so that there
may be a simultaneous appeal to all the
levels of evocation and ioterpretation.”

If in Lliot’s “Wasteland”

awareness ol mervous exhaustion, mental

there i3 an

disintegralion, “pathetic groping after the
fragments of a shatiered faith,” in the
younger poets, Day Lewis and his friends

despair yields to an attempt to cure and

COTTONIAN
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create apew. Day Lewis believes that

the Zero hour for the encmy (Bourgeoisic)

iz coming. In the poem, “You that love

England™ Le says—

“You above all who have come to th:

far ends, victims

Of run-down machine who can bear it

no longer ;

Need fight in the dark no more, you

kuow your enemies,

You shall have leaders when Zero hour

is signalled,

Wielders of power and welders of a

new world,

new world....to

establish
Long-lost Linship and restore the

bleods” fulfilment.”

confliets  is

“The

Know you sech a

The natore of modern

brought out in another pocm,
Conflict”—
“Yet hLving lere
As one between two massing powers
I live
Whom wneutrality cannot save,
Nor occupation cheer,
None....shall be left alive :
The innocent wing is soon shot down.
And private stars fade in the Dblood-
red dawn
wtrive.

Where two worlds

Move then with new desires,

For ..... only ghosts can live betwesn
) twa firee,”’

A sick world, love, and the enemy—these

are the recurring themes in Day Lewis's

COTTONIAN

C. Day LeEwis

poetry. The odds are so heavy against

lifs that the poct is satisfied with narrow
snatches of joy—

Say what endurance gives or death
denies us.
Love is proved in its creation, not
eternity.
truc heart’s
affection
Is born, dies later, asks no re-assurance,

Like leaf or linnet the

Over dark wood rises one dawn
felieitous,
Bright through awakened shadows

fall her crystal

Cadenzas, and once for all, the wood

is quickened

So our joyz visit us, and It suffices,
Even in a world of strife and misery,
the
exhilarating adventure—

port recognises  that living 15 an
“Yel certain we are though
Dying were well vaough, to live is
hetter.””
And the astonishing fact is—
“But we seock a new world through
old workings
Whose hope lies like seeds in the loins
of earth™.
Thowgh in the early poems of Day
Lewis there was political entanglement,
vet latterly the dangerous limitation put
on poetry by politics  was reeognised,
aml on behalf of the young group, Spen-
der publicly declared that pectry has a
pure Nature.
In the poems of Dav Lewis, there is
something of a Mereditinan solidity, He
He

is a powerful exponent of the new poetry

is a sound and sympatbetic eritic,

and his own perfomance, comparatively

less ridden with untraceable

allusions—

offers a happy ground.
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A Deep inLo a Gfeal: WOPL:

NEHRU™S WORLD HISTORY

FTAWAILARLAL, the name of

m zlgm

the Indian millions, the name that

has got a smell of a rose indeed, hut

T

the one ohserved
He

erowned princs of Hindusthan, only the

different from

Juliet !

50 very
by Shakespearc’s is the un-
very word monarch gives him a shack
and he really believes that in the long
run there will be enly two  monarchs

in this world, one represented by our

playing eards, and the other one the
former Kaiser-i-Ilind, the king of England.
Wlhen he was a prisoner of the British
Government, he wrote long letters to his
daughter  Indira  ( Priyadarshini ) from
Naini prison, and took a strange delight
in making fun of the title of the Inglish
King. Had Pompey, the bitter rival of
Cacsar defeated the celebrated  hero of
Rome, His Majesty the king of England
would have styvled himsell as Pompey-i-

Hind, Vor he
titles like Tsar, Kaiser were derived from

obzerved  that all such

the mame Caesar, The t)-rumliczll rule of
the Russian Tsars filled his

horrors and with great relicf he breathed

mind with
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when he saw, the mighty Tsar, the great
before whom

millions trembled, the ‘Little Father’ of

aulocrat of all Russians
‘floly Lussia® disappeaced in the duosthin
of history, The lofty walls of the prison
the

hated the British Imperi-
I

could not crush spirit of the man

of action, who
alism from the very core of his heart.
In his famous work ‘Glimpses of World
History,” which made a landmark in the
field of history and literature, we get a
description of the walls of the Naini prison
comparable to the preat walls of China

only with this diffirence that the sun

tonk another extra hour to cross over the
wall.

When we go deep into his work we

ind 1a in  comuparison with ndia’s
find that ] th  Ind

proud and rich horitage or China’s civili-
zation and culture, even the Roman

culture and civilization may be pushed
hackward, and England was illaminated
only recently by the old Greek and Roman
civilization. Rome, the ‘eternal city’ with
all her warlords, emperors generals and

gladiators, styled hersclf as the *Mistress
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of the World® and indeed all rvads led
But Nehru swas aback
ignorance of the

to Rome,. taken
to note the
Romans. e ohserved that they had very

Little knowledge of the school geography,

amazing

and rightly he remnrked, *The Roman

Empire was largly a Mediterransan empire
and never went hevond Mesopotamia in
easl, and more

the There were bigger

powerful and wmore cultured States in
China and India from time to time, But
what was the eivilizatien ? It was rich
man’s civilization and these rich wers not
even like the artistic and keen witted

rich of ancient Greece, but rather a

common place and dull crowd, whaose
chief job was to enjoy themselves, There

was pomp and show, and & succession of

gorgeous processions and game in  the
circus and  gladiators deme  to death.
But hchind this pomp was the misery

of the masses.  There was hoevy deva-
tions which fell on the common prople
chiefly and the burden of work fell an the
innumcrable slaves. Even their doctoring
and philesophizing and thinking of the
great ones of Rome left largely to Greek

There little

to edocate or to find

slaves ! was  exceedingly

attempl out facts

about the world of which they called

themselves the  masters, In  the grean

colosseurn  of Rome a popular emperor
used to display as many as 1200 gladiators
at a time—slases who were to dlie to
provide sports f{ur the ewmperor and his

people.” Such was the Romun civilization

and culiure as ohserved by the great
Indian.
Perhaps as the history was written

COTTONIAN
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in the British prison. Nchru had some
prejudicial views about the English people.
the

Moghul also wrote similar 1]1ings about

Babar, grandfather of the great
the Indizn people when he discovered them
in 1526, DBut the

exeeeded description when they destroyed

English vandalism

the Imperial  summer  palace of China
and forced npium into ber throay in 1810,
The fire

ar his

of revolntion  was hot in him

prizan life and the description of
French Revaolution

the only adled fuel

to the fire. At one  place the great

[ndian exploded, ‘It is surprising how
mcanly Napolean was treated.  But the
Governor of St. Helena was but the tool
of his Governmeut and it scems to have
heen the deliberate policy of the English
and  humiliate

Guvernment to ill-treat

One cannot fail to catch
Nehra

shal A bis desp love Lo wsgipnakiso.

their prisoners.”
the outstanding quality in arnl
Being the bitterest enemy of capitalism
and imperialism  he moted with sorrow,
“Where the

nu o

there 1s dominion of one

over another, one pcuple over
another, one class over another, there ig
hound to Dbe discontent and frierion and
revolt, and an attempt by the exploited
nation or people or elars Lo get 1id of
its exploitation,  And  this exploitaiion
of one by another is the very Lasis of
our preseut-dd}' aocirty, which is  ealled
capitalism, and out of which imperialism
has emcrged-’ He was an impartial
judge and a keen observer when he re-
corded in bis {amous work, “Ap English
general Neill, who marched from AHahlus

bad to Cownpur is sajid to have hanged
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people all along the way, tili hardly a
trec remained by the roadside which had
not been converted into a gibbet. I
Nana  Sahab had
and treacherously, many an English officer
exceeded his barbarity, a hundred fold.

If mobs of mutiny of Indian soldiers,

behaved barbarously

without officers or leaders had been guilty
of crucl and revolting deeds, the trained
British led by officers

exceeded them in ecruelty and harbarity.

soldiers, their
It is well to remember that the eruelty
of a mob is nuthing eompared to_ the
cruelty of an erganized government when
it begins to behave like a mob. Clive
and Hastings may be censured, but they
are the typical empire builders and so
long as empires have to be forcibly im-
posed on subject peop]e, and these prople
will come to the

froat und will gain admiration. Methods

expleited, such men

of explottation way ditfer from age to

Clive

may have been censured by the British

age, but the spirit is the same.
Parliainent, but they have put up a
him in front of the India Office
1Ll in Leadon, and

stutue Lo
in White inside,
his spirit dwells and fashions the British

policy in India” No where in Lis world

bistory Nehru caught a favourable glimpse
of the English nation and he was simply
boiling with rage when Le wrote about
that ruthless general Dyer who disgraced
himsclf and his nation by his senselcss
show of military strength at Jallianwalla
Here Nchru observed,
‘Some people in Lngland and the govern-
but the

general attitude of the British ruling class

Bagh in Amritsar.

ment mildly criticized Dyer,
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was displayed in a debate in the House
of Lords in which praise was showered
upon him.’

Jawaharlal eould not appreciaie the
L. . S. officers very much and he thought
them to be a class of upstarts, ‘arcogant
and overhearing and  contempluous  of
and limited in
outlosk, they began to look upon them-

public opinion, narrow

selves and the wisest people on earth,
Most probably when le reproduced the
story of Hiuen Tsang about a 'Very
Wise Man’ he had the picture of the LC,
S. officers in his
Bihar

this “Very Wise Man® who wore copper
plates round his walst and on his bead
he carried a  lighted torch.  <Staff in

hand, with proud bearing and lofty steps,.

mind. Somewhere near

moidern Hinen Tsang discoversd

he wandered about in this strange attire,

And when one asked him the reason
for his curious get up, he told him that
his wisdom was so great that he was.
afraid his Delly would buest i he did
not wear | copper plallcs round it ; and
becanse he was moved wilh pity for the
ignorant people around him  who lived

in darkness, he carricd the

head.” Tndeed, it is a thousaud pity that
our Prime

iig]lt on his

Minister has not endured a
typical interview with any of the various
Service Commission of today te remind
him of the story of*A Very Wise Man”
once again !

Nehru is the last man to tolerate a
national disgrace and his love for India
is very deep. No one knows or under-
stands India better Nebru,  For

he observed in his masterpiece,” Many of

than
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our politicians, learnad in the law, think
the like,
forgetting the human beings for whom
Politics

and talk of constitutions and

constitutions aad laws are made,

for the dwellers of our millions of mud-
huts and town slums means food for the
huugry and clotlung  and shelter.”  -The

prisoner of the Dritish  Government of
1932 was proud lo record that India in
the cighteenth century wus a great manu-
facturing as well as a great agricultural

Indian

supplied the maikets of Asia and Furope,

country amd  the Land-loom

Four thou=ard year  old mummies in

Exvpt were wrapped in five  Indinn
muslims.  The village communitics or Lhe

India
vepub'ics, having nearly everything they
The

conununities, each forming a

panchayats of ancient were like

wanted  within  themselves, union
of village
separate little state in itself was in a
high degree conductive to their happines:
am] to ths enjoyntent ol a greal portion
of freedom and independence. Nehru is

a democrat of pure blood. Demacracy

demands  thar the people  should Fe
educated, for people are not born equal,
Oaly  demoeracy eflers them equal ehuanie s
and c({ual opportucities, also ireats each
onc of the ypeople as having an equal
political and social value. Adult suffrage,
or [ranchis: means that everv adult or
have a vote.

growno-up shoul 1

Nehru was wis: ecough to nole that a

T CIs5oa

vote would be of little use to a hnniry

man and that the people with real power

verlin
WG

were those coull take advantags of
bis hunger and make him work to o

anvthing else that they wanled to their
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cwn advantage.  Political power  which

the vote is supposed to  give without

economic power only ends in smoke and
equality does not come fiom  the vote.
As suech as long as people tn India are

not properly  educared,  domoeraey  will

unly mean 4 gaveroment of the cattle, by

thy cattle and fur the cattle” Nehra was

fll”}' aware of the fact that the votes of

wise people in our countrv could be

ca-ily counteracted by the rawlom votes

or the il-u-ed franchise of the illiterate

Labonrers of  the factorics, tea

shops,
gardens and coal mines.  Here very clever-

Iy Nelirn

cconomic freedotn to the <tavving masses.

spohe  of  socivlism o pive

It 1s evident that Nehra haed a socialistic

Bent of mind, and lenyg apo he wanted

1o carve Iodia hte a unit of  states
conprising of soclalistic pattern of socie-
ties,  1le  agreed that preduction  and

distribution and other important activities
should e largely socialized or controlled
by the state—that was by the people as

a whole.  Thi~ was Nehru's basie idea

cirinuas Lo

of socialism.  But it is very
nut+  that the same democerat  and
sociali=t whao wauted 1o abobizh Zamindari

systom a~ he found the smell of capi-

taliom  and  feudali-m in i, speaks

ity ea-davs of individaal or private enters
prives, which will inevitably give rise to a
cluss  of capitalists,  Jawaharlal had u
conplete knowleduge of Marsism and about
the class struggles and the exploitation
of the Dourgeoisie. At

some  places of

his great work he eien tried to appre-

ciate the nobler sentiments of anarchism !

In his prisen life Nehru was a mixture
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-of strange feelings. A non-violent man

like him praised a devil like Changiz-
Khan, who devastated half of the world !
Nehru was hard on the English people
and he pushed his prejudicial views to
the extreme when he criticized Napoleon,

the Man of Destiny
affinity, the

and his family
very thing which troubled
and overshadowed the integrity of the
great Indian since our independence. To

him Napoleon was an and ‘he

upstart

had a curious and vulgar passion for

pushing on  his familv.’  Strange that
Indira Gandhi finds a plice in the Con-
gress Working Committee, and Mrs. Pandit
blossoms into an Ambassador | IHistory
repeats itself only in another form. In
Nelira

Indian

his ‘Glimpses of World History,
the
History, but it is very amazing to note
600
did
4 prosperous country
King

Tsang visited

gzlvc a Pl‘l)lllillt‘llt pIilCC to

that he completelv ignored the

glorious years of Assam. He even
not mention that

like

Vaskarbarma

Kamrupa  fluorished under
when Hicun

India and that the famous monarch
Hansabardhana himsclf paid homage to
Though Nehra
wrote a detail about the celebrated poets
.of the world

poetical language and discussed the world

the great king of Assam.

in a most musical and

literature wisely, vet with all his

beautiful

very

and lucid expressions he did
not reveal a poetical bent of mind, only
he reproduced poems and verses from
other people’s work without any emotion,
Though with some hesitation, Nehru may
be called the greatest politician of to day,

one of the greatest in the field of litera-

32nd Issue, 1956

ture, the demi-God of millions of the
world citizens of to day, yet in the true
sense of relativity his knowledge of Science
was wide but never deep.

It is very difficult to say whether the
great Indian had any faith in any of the
He had

a wide grasp and thorough knowledge of

recognised religions of to-dey.

all the leading religious faiths of the
world,  He appreciated Buddhism but

failed to see any merit in Brahminism.
Really he never failed to observe that
Brahminism is the last relic of a very, very
old form of imperialism in India, Nehru's
feelings were bitter against our present-
day caste system, for he wrote, ‘when
Buddha was korn, the old Vedie religion
prevailed in India. The Brahman priests

had introduced all manners of rites and
‘Pujas’ and superstitions, for the more
there is ‘Puja’ the more do the priests

fluorish.

the common

Caste was becoming stricter, and

people were frightened by
spells and
The the lieuplc

under their control by these methods and

omens and and  witcheraft

quackery, priests got
challenged the power of the ‘Kshattriva’
rulers.  Buddha came as a great pepular

reformer, and he attacked this priestly
had
religion.  He
laid stress on people living a good life

tyranoy and all the evils

which
crept into the old Vedic

and performing deeds, and not

performing Pujas’ and the like.” In fact

gn{]d

religion, the opium for the masses, did
not matter much for Nehru this renin-
ded him not of heaven. or paradise, but
of the child

of heing rewarded with jam puff or jalebi !

who behaved in  the hope

COTTONIAN



22

‘If the child is always tliinking of the
jam puff or the fjalebl’ you would not
say that it had been properly trained.
Would you ?

tolerated this

Strange that Gandhiji

lover of life with all his

atiteism. DBefore telling us about Christia-
atity Nehru focussed his attention on the
Christ.  He
full of hopes for a brighter world when
and Buddha

of India, Confucius anud Lao-Tse of China,

sixth century hefore wils

e wrote about Mahavira
Zorooster of Persia, and of ‘Shunkara-

Nehru

expressed any bigoted or dogmatic opinion

charya of a later period. never

in favour of any particulac

Nebra

wrote, ‘Christianity is politically the domi-

N
religlan,

appreciated  Christianity and he

religion of to-day, because it is the
religion of the
But it is

nant
dominant  peoples  of
Lurope. think of
rehel

and *Abimsa’ and a revolt against 1the

strange to
the Jesus  preaching non-violence
social order, and then to compare him
with Lis Joud-voiced followers of 1o-day,
with thair and  orn.aments
and The

sermon on the Mount and the wodern

imperialism
wars and  worship of wealih,
European and American Christiunit}-ﬂ
how amazingly dissimifar they are ! It
is not surprising that many people should
think that Bapu is far newer to Uhrist’s
wost of his =0 called

teaching than

followers in the West to-day.” Luolike a
religious man Nebru looked to Candhiji
for inspiration in his hours of difficulties.
He showed great respect for (andhiji
when he wrole zbout Bapu's small voice,
‘It was quiet and Inw and yet it could

be heard above the shouting of the Mul-

COTTONIAN
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titude, it was soft and gentle, and yet
there seemed ta  Dbe steel hidden away
and

full of appeal, and >er there was some-

somewhere In it it ‘was courteous

thing grim and frightening init; every
full of and

seemed to Carry i earnestness,

word used was meahing
deadly
Behind the language of peace and [riend-
ship there was power and the quivering
shadow of action and a determination net
No doubt, the
that this hall naked
Fukir of India, was more than a mateh

to submit to a wrunz’

great Indian  knew
for the British imperialism in India. Very
Nehru
of the Indian National Congress from the
the vear 1921

In his masterpiece Nehru wrote about

succezsfully traced  the

history

the ups and downs of countrics and

civilization. the rise of Kuropean cities,
the ways of Governments, reawakening

of India, the union of Socialist

Soviet
Republics, the rise and fall of Germany,
about the strange bebaviour of mumey,
ceonomics, and  various

and on other

important subjects, but nowhere he eaught
a favourable glimpse
After

history, we
)

of England aund her

people. going through his world
see that Nehru is the best
blending of 1he and

It mmay

possible Western

Fastern culture and cisvilization.

be zaid that heisa pure sublimation of

literature well,

urts, and  Science as
Perhaps when he was only a student at
Harrow school and Trinity college, Cam-
bridege, he

the

was thoreughly acquainted
works of Guethe. the German

Schiller, Heine,
Hugo of France,

with
philosopher and  poet,

Hegel, Marx, Victor
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Honori de Balzac, The French Novelist,
Keats, Shelley, Byron and Thackeray of
¥ngland.

Nehru is essentinlly a peace-maker
and in few expressive sentences he clearly
stated the horrors of war, “The long years
of war had brutalized the warring nations,
they destroyed the moral sense of large
numbers of people, and made many
normal persons into half criminals. People
got used to vielence and to deliberate

were filled with
To-

day at Bandung Conference and in the

distortion of facts and

hatred and the spirit of revenge.’

Dynamo Stadium of Moscow tens of
millions of the world citizens heard the
great man repeating and championing

once again the problems of world peace,
*The question of peace becomes of para-
is to

mount if this werld

importance
make progress or indeed to survive. Peace
in our view is not merely abstention from
war but an active and positive approach
to internatiorihl relations, leading first to
a lessening of present tension and an
attempt to solve our problems by methods

of negotiation and then growing co-ope-

tion between nations in  various ways,
cultured and  scientific contacts  and
increase in  trade and commerce and

exchange of ideas, expericnce and infor-
mations. There is no reasan Why countrics
with different political social or economic
systems should not co-operate with one
another.’

History should not be a mathematical
expression of some important dates or
of the lives of kings

accounts private
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If it d:als with

the internal situation of country without

and queens or barons.

any reference to ils surrounlings and

people inhabiting it or oth:r countries,
we get but wvery little idea of the civili-
that

zation and culture of perticular

period.  But on the other hand the Aryans

of our country simply made literature

out of our glorious past history, for
they did not care to record accurately
anything about their people or about
this
‘Glimpses  of World
He did

bore the patience of the rcader by recor-

the world surrounding them. 1In
Nehru's

History” made a landmerk.

ruspcct

not

ding only the misdeeds of the successive
Roman or Mughal Kings queens and war-
lords.  He did not forg:t to give an
interesting account of the countries, people
living in these countries, their ways of

culture, merits and

living, civilization,
demerits of the rulers, kings or queens,
cconomic conditions of various countries,
the horrors of bloody battles and their
the relative influence of

Western

consequences,
the

civilization and religion on one another.

Kastern and culture and
Tt is difficult to do justice to the great
work by means of scattered qiotations,
The real workis known only when one
reads it. Nehru’s Would History displaved
his great scholarship, analytical m n:l,'his
strong character and emotions, :ers: of
justice, statesmanship, burning patriotism,
deep respect for all

world,  but

the
bent of
mind with a sound knowle d:e of demo-

reliziors  of

also a dictatorial

cracy and world situation.
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The Modern

Assamese Poetry

7 HE literature of a fpeople is the

i

exprestion of its inward life. This

inwardress has become manifest
the wvarious forms of literature
in the writings of the master minds. The

of literature

through

degree to which a work
represents the universal qualities of human
nature determines its durability, To the
extent the work represents mere the age,
it passes for currency with no  assured

claims to pesterity. In  poeetry, which

as a literary form is said to have a
bleack
now have manifested in a regular manner ;
found that the epithet
modern is used by every age to indicate
These
today in poetry, are certainly a correla-
The
modern man aspires to remake the indi-
deeply into the un-

with the

future, the two sets of values till

it has heen

its own pl‘(‘,ftl‘t’.]]C(:S. pl'Eft?l‘C]]l‘.CS

tive of the environmental situation.
vidual by probing
conscious of the human mind,
aid of recent psychological methods and
more ralional

also to create a society

COTTONIAN
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inhabited by new individuals. The poetic
has deeply

aflfected by these attitudes and the result

process az a  whole been

is a polarisation of poetry into twe

extremes of surrealism and collectivism.

Our

pretry

age is characterised by choas and
being an to form order
has suffered the

as similar attempts in other human fields

attempt

out of choas, same fate

have undergone. It would still  take
sometime more to clear the atmosphere
and get light amidst this encircling gloom.

Of course,

the situation is not co depre-

ssing and the modern poctry has been
already recovering  from  its period of

incubation in polarisation and taking on
a mewer and healthier path of creative
adventure, It is now an incradicable part
of our life with signs  of sclf-perpetua-
tion in future.

The thirties were a period  of political
and social ferment.  1ts cumulative eflccts

on the mind of the young generation

was to open a wider vista of new life.
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Freud and Marx were for the first time
taken scriously by the advanced section
of the intelligentia in Assam. Hem Barua's
essays on modern literature which were
later on to be compiled in a book form,
were a stimulating document on the lite-
rary thoughts of the times and bore in
them the unmistakable signe of a change
fiterary criticism, which

theo-

in direction of
was still based on the revelatery
ries mooted either in the Vedic age or
eighteenth century England. Munin Bar.
kataky’s satirical vasay ‘The Confessions’
which appeared about this time, was also
bold anil assertive in its depunciation of the

prevailing tendencies in literature, These

critical beginnings, however, werc not
simmediately followed by the crealive
efforts. The lag s explained by the

devastating effects the second world war
left on the state of our literature, when
the entire Assam was turped into a
battle-lield and all magazines ceased publi-
The

however did not begin

confident experimentatiou
till

rence of the post-war journal ‘Jayantit

cation.
the appea-
several  poems written  in

and
their

in  which

rythmic prose, everyday speech

manney made

The

immensely facilitated the seif-expression

unconventional

successful  debut. new technique
of the young poets who needed a freer
1diom to give his epoch ‘a local habitati-
tion and a pame.’ Most of them being the

and

Few however

children of revolution war wrate

socially conscious  poetry,
.chose to Temain content as mere pm:lic
-spectators Eurveying the scenes around

and trying to communicate’ unigue perso-
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nal feelings’ in new rythms and imageries.
This elfart

movement of new poetry with the emer-

soon  became a broad-based

genee of ‘Pachowa,” a monthly edited
by Hem Buarnu, whaose critical as well as
creative efforts in the movement carned
for him the distinctiou of being the formost
piencer in the ficld of Assamese modern
poetry. The depth of the new fervour can
he gauged from the fact that the
stalwart of the romantic poetry, Devkanta
Barua, fell vietim to the charms of it and
actually tried to adapt his poctic techpique
to the needs of the age. The movement

took a decade to mature and the crities
of modern poetry agree that much of the
poctry that has been currently published
in *Ramdhenn” snd other magazines and
Lbooks, are goad from every point of view.
The total impresion of the movement of
the new poetry can be poetically purin

the words of the poet thus :

This old world would be reduced to
ashes

The new one would svon arrive.

And make a new beginning.. ...,

( Amulya Barua )

A study of modern Assamese poetry
reveals that its special nole consists in
its technique as well as in contents. The new
poets have really somcthing new to asay
In anew way. Atits onc extreme, ib is
the conveying of ‘unique personal feelings’
in & private language with all its ebscurity,
cacophony and anti-heroics.  This is pure
poetry. The other extreme is the impure
poetry with its political and social con-

tents. The impact of the epuch is keenly

COTTONIAN
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felt this

imageries are coloured by everyday bie

in poetry. Its speeches and
both in its flax and eternity.

Poctry written in rythmic prose with
it> cadenced speeches is something differ-
ent from prose. Hem Barua, who iz pioneer
in  this style of poctry, employed this

device to Yoice the aspiration,

of the common man fur {reedonm. In orider
effect of

to highten the specch, he

employed the Lliotian technique of wew

allusiveness with utmost suciesr | o
quote an instance ;

You and me

And a lakh of us all

The hunger of the Ages is raging
within our bellieg

(Come let us fight and die

And dye this river Brahmaputra red
with our Bleod.)

Harl Life is calling you.

The line in parenthesis, quoted from
Devkanta’s *Lachit Barphukan,’ invokes

his readers to be willing fighteis of {reedom

just as  Lachit Barphukan once did
against the invaders. The allusion to the
medieaval hero in  the body of

his verse, arises new associations in the

mind of the readers with conscquent

bightening of poetie pleasure.
The

counterpart

like his

always in

new  Assamesc  poef,
elsewhere, is
search of new imageries. These imageries
arc ofien clothed in startling garbs and
they communicate to us the unique, the
unfamiliar and the audaciovs by way of

suggestion. The obscure reterences to the

COTTONIAN
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mythieal, the metaphydecal and the ordi-
nary in them make these images often
dificuli. but give intellectual pleasures,
once their meanings are rlear. These images

cover a wide range of subjects from soul

to  sociclegy, ‘An image,’ $aV8§
Yzra Pound, ‘is that  whirh presents
an intellectun]l  and  e¢motional complex
in an instant of time” Jt is not the

facile presentation of images or pictures ;

it i hand, clear, uwablurred statement

whether it uses mentaphor or not,” adds
The
have grown this sensg of hmaging partly

the

J. Tssacs. young  Assamese  pocts

as a  result of realization of the
inadequacy of mere analogy and the con-
ventional forms 1o express fine nuances
of poctic feelings, and partly as a resule
of the

poetry.

western  Imagist  movement in
Of thems Hem Barua seems to
he Dbent upon making his poeetry harder
and saner, free from <the rhetorical din,
and luxurious riot’ of the old romantie
poetry.  While reading his poetry, one
gets the impression that to Darua., the
poetry is rather a spoken than a written
art, much after the fashion of the Tmagist
school. A sense of today and the imme-

diate  derived probably keen.

from his
social and political awareness reverberates
throughoat lis cadenced poems, whether
of the

Japanese ‘Hukkv® form «er in verse libre,

they are written in

umitation
Here are two short imapist poems written.
by him in the Hukkn style :

A

Your eyes are of fire
Flaming more than the
Lyes of a leopard,—
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Lost in the darkuess of the wood :

I am reduced to ashes.

B
The spring foliage dances

In the snowy ashes of the caves of
winter :
1 dance in your despair.
Do I not ?
While these puems ave read, one is remin-
ded of that Japanese ‘stop-short’ method
where <the words stopped and  mreanmg
Ilem

social poetrs writien in verse hbre. The

goes on.’ Barua's *forte’ 13 huowever
cadenced verse in his poems mus in a

Elting, rythmie prose  over-lowing the

contents with ~harp images ;

Shivering 1 winter's cold
Unabasked and unseiled enter Fulgun
Followed by Bubay Biha
With them come the rosy days
Orchid’s blossom
A prayer of songs by cuckoo and
~heteki’
And a rush of floods overflowing life.
Our world is trembling as the
trembling and unknown maiden of
fiest  night.
And a biung cold bite us Dbold,
Sonpahi, my beloved
We and we alone are the translators

of our dreams
Before us lie the fields,

Mud
Golden saplings of paddy
And a world to be tilled

This the
the pangs of new birth begin. A peasant’s

and water,

womb of which

world in

39nd Issue, 1956

vision of a new world is embodied in the

simple imageries taken from roral life.
His

tssence a poetic advocacy for an Asiatic

another  poem  ‘Simeom’ is in
revolution, the heat of which is being in
the forceful dialougre-like verses m hiting
rythms of the hot wind«. But these
rythms are at war with Simoom’s greedy
winds, fur these are not rythms the life-
rythms of the Asiatic man at strife with
Death, dancing the Simvomie danes ?

Ta amongst those who have striven to
keep tlus tradition of social poetry alive
with distinction, the verse lbre has become
1he Mohendra

mode of  seif-expression.

Bara, who 13 a promismg poet, has

used this device to express the enrrent

yearnings for world peace by manking :

Night™s journey’s end
Piloted by the Pale Star in the shy
And dawn

The imprisoved ecarth awakes in the

arrives

dungeen

And seas the flying feathers of the
doves above

They bring the news of hope.

Here the doves arrive and there the
vultures fly
And earth embarks on a new journey.

Ataturk, Lenin, Gandhi and Man-Twe-
Tung
A bunch
Offercd at the altar of peace by the

of Howers

dying world.

The growing consciousness of Asia’s pro-
wess, self confidence of the peoples and

the urge to achieve a bhetter world of
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good men have shaped the minds of these
young social poets and they are with the
tune of the times. A chorus of protest
against the injustices and the inequalities
of the aze have been voiced by an in-
creasing number of new poets and their
self-expression have been faciliated by the
This
tribute to the new movement of poetry.

new technical davices. itself is a
Assamese verse is now frue to become the
vehicle of free men,

One of the most notable sociclngical
facts about this new poctry movement
is that the younger gemeration has asser-
ted itself through it. Those who accuse
this poetry to be essenlially urban and
high brow wonld be amased to see how the
rural intelligensia has alse successfully
expressed itself through this new medium,.
from

The following few

Nalinidhar

1o the correctuess

s[uotations
Bhattacharyya would testify
of the above obser-
vation :
Be fearless
Our dead bones like Dadhici’s make
thunder
Thousands of the dead arise in their
grave and chains break......
The miserable reality of the life of the
white-coloured workers is being reflected
in the following lines :
The pride of science lie entombed
In the great cemetry of the post-war
doom
This is the labyrinth of red-tape
—Redizpe that we hold while we sit
at the desk from morn till dusk.
We make a commadity of our brain

To nake hife living....

COTTONIAN
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Such acute social consciousness expre-
ssed freely through free verses, is, gene-

rally, the characteristic of the all social

poets, who abeuad in  our literature.
Strietly speaking, all these poctry are
either nrophetic or visionary, There is

little propagenda poetry in our literature
The

commnunists, poet Keshab Mahauta, who
A

written in the communist sense.
writes felicity of expressions, is a poet
of the low-brow, a distinction Le holds
with Nalinidhar and Bircn Barkataki.
Here Wahant’s

Verses

is an instance from
My home ?
You want my whercahouts ?
My home is everywhere
In Africa, where Mulan reigns over hig
Ramraj.
In France where ministries rice and fall
In London teo. I have a home,
In Newyork, in the slume......
Here s a good political imagery from
Barkataki paredying the American aid :
There the bridge over the acean lies
On it embarks the dollar gueen
T¢ embark on an economic romance
In her copper eyes
The depth of Tennesy Valley lurks. ...

an

On the basis of contents, the modern
Assaraese poetry can he breadly divided
intop two categories of sociul apd indivi-
dual poetry, although sometimes the same
the Some

poet swrites in bhath strains.

Like

Gohain sometimes digress to write social

poets Navakanta and Homen Bar

themes, but generally speaking their forte
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is individual poetry. Navakanta’s poetry
being a development on the old poetry,
specially in point of technique ‘aspire to
a condition of music.” His verse libre,
though
rhymes, assonaces, alliterations and musi-

Though it is

original music of

not metronomic, has internal
«cally hightened speeches.
difficult to cateh the
his wverses, yet it would be evident from
the following quotation at least some of

the truths of the above statement :

After being so long  at the desk with

shelf of books besides,
After all  the living at the
counter with the strict reconing of coins
This

How real does this holidaying seem

austere

week-end is welcome.

How real this pride of Living’s sorrow
My sweet pearl,

This is the way we hug on to our

dreaams,

‘Though an aspirant of pure poetry, his
verses often reflects the lower middle class

The

above quotation is a fine rendering of the

life in its moods of recreations.
holiday mood of urban lower middle class
life at Gaulati.

Navakanta’s imageries are mere fre-
the By

reading his poectry one feels that one is

scocs on sculpture  of verses.
on a state-drive, while Hlem Barua’s poetry
gives one an impression of an aeroplane
flight with all its bumpings and glidings.
He delights in coining new words some-
times from his own vocabulary and some-
times from the vocabulary ol his poctic

mentors. The following of his verses would
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give some idea about his conscious erafts-
manship :

In my sky hundred disinherited
infantsuns cry
Many a sleepless dream-infants aspire
for the day
In my vein do flow the sensation of
these all
In my breath ery hundred unborn
babes’ pains
I am helpless
If in this winy death life’s festval
flowers
( Whose signatures these wet walls
bear ), O sky,
How helpless am I
Let these counting of coins end in
your life’s blue
No headlines await these trivial deaths
too

. o ]

Our sky is small give us your sky.

Certain suggestive indefiniteness gives his
verses a symbolist tings and ‘the sugges-
and the undertones of

tive overtones

implications’ lie parallel to the surface

meaning. But it would bhe wrong on the
basis of this to conclude that he is a pure
symbolist poet, when we know that his
metaphors or images are often the result
of ‘the direct treatment of the thing.” To

quote two instances ;

(a) Tearing a sander of feathers of
Jatau, the time,
brings in its train
The timeless Asokan Sudarsana.
{b) Like the firy glances and unbearable
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glances of the tigress in the cireus

"This evening in Shillong pierces my
beart through,
( Evening in Shillong )
The above images are analogies drawn
in order to evnke a sense of wonder in
us, but direct cnough in 1ts meaniog to
give any idea of suggestive indefiniteness,
In Nava Kanta’s poems, the dream-works
are woven around the musical phrases
and words are chosen with the Imagist
zeal. He, therefore, is an unorthodox archi-
tect of words.
Hari Barkakati, who iz also a consi-
derable poet like Hem Barua and Nava
Kanta, rather than

best poems have a felivity of expression

sings writes , his
that reminds us of the romantic lyricists
and in fact is a pure poet of the neo-
romautic symbolism. lHis imageries are

rich in their suggestiveness :

{(4) A flinter did ignite their
mind’s magazine
And the homeless wont wandering
{B) No more of white radiance of
eternity glowing
Church’s windows atre now painted
red
Or, in multi-coloured hue.
{C) Happinesses would arrive in trains
Like the dogs who lost their
masters

A pew heavenward journcy begins.

Hari Barkakati is an individual poet of
fine nuances of feelings. Sex-love in his

‘hands have become something infinitely

COTTONIAN
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fine and beautiful, something singular and
unique that make life and living alone

meaningful :

Thus he sings :
Sonpahi, my beloved
Let those sad pale days linger in the
palms of my hands
In the plumbs of my fingers,
Let that malignant and flecting
arclitect time
Build on the ashes of those days
A memoryv-stone,
An Aswaclanta,
Leave these the potter’s passing wherl
of change
Thousands of footateps Le left on the
sands of shore of life
To defy obliteration.
Today you just talk
Today you just talk and I listen
For, it 13 time to talk and listen
Time’s rusts and morn’s fresh light
meet
World before vs is melting, in fire
gold shines
Read, what is written in life's

water-colour print

‘Arrival here is real

Not the departure.”

So, Sonpahi, my beloved,

Let those fleeting tumults of life
subzide

And roaring waves dic in Life's Falgu.

Come, Sonpahi, my beloved

Live these moment. fully.

Let those wild Mohuas bedeck life’s

palh
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Let the yeliow moon yonder witness

your bridal home-coming.

1ift me up with the pair of those brown

eyes

O beloved !
From the ashes of the bygone ages.
the

News from nowhere should bother

And make me reborn in Phenix.

you and me
You be by my side

Aond T meet you in conjunciion,
And, this carth ?

Iet i1 wither awny.

One wonders whether Barkakati aspires to
be a subtle gallant of a neo-romantic

crced in essentially a socially conscious
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age ; at leaat the best of his poems make
us think so.
Certain junior pocts are in the mean

Most of

individualistic. Even a promising junior

time cropping up. them: are
like Homen DBargohain, has shown trend
that is highly significant. A slow meatamor
phosis from a socially conscious to indi-
This is a
of the

recent most phase of maodern poctry and a

vidual poet is going on in him.
trend which is perbaps typical
trend that is coming to stay at least for
the time being. A host of younger poets
are heginning their poetic journey in the
virgin soil of creation and in their voice

is the uandying promise of the future,

COTTONIAN



: Seience 1forld -

Eftects of

Musical Sounds on Plants

Prof. T. C. N. 8INGH. D. S¢., F. B. 5.
Head of the Dept. of Botany.

Annamalal University

[ This article is a precis of the address delivered by Professor
T. C. N. Singh, Head of the Dspt. of Botany, Annamalai Univer-

sity, Annamalainagar { Seuth India } ot the Birbal Sehni Institute

of Palaeo-botury, at Lucknow on the 21st January, 1956, Dr. Singh

is a budding Scientist 1who cariied his research waork on the abore

subject and after much strencous lohour came out swccossfull wich a

novel theory which e has recently revealed fo the science world. Dr.

Singh has been Lind enough te send o precis of the theory in

respornse to our request.

INTRODUCTION

= HERE i hardly any literature on
* the effect of sound in relation 10

A passing

growth of plants.
reference  was made by Pleffer in lis
classical work. ‘The Physiology of Plunts’
wherein he says that an attempt to stimn-
late the stamens of Cynareae by sound
waves was without any success, The only
other refcrence in this conpection is hy
Charles Darwin who had carried on certain
experiments by playing bassoon close to

a scasitive plant but without success, In

COTTONIAN
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each case obviensly the anthors expected
macroscepically spectacular results withio

a chort time. Buot they never thought

of making microscopic study while the

excitation was being  dosed nor

they

thought of the cumulative cffect of such

daily excitations on  the growth and
fluwering of plants.
MICROSCOPIC STUDIES IN SITU

At the out-ct, therefure, experiments
were designed in December 1950, and the

effect of sound produced by tuning fork on
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the pratoplasmic streaming in the cells of
the leaf of Hydrilla verticillata Presl. and
studies were made microscopically.
During early hours of the morning and
late in the evening when the streaming
of protoplasm is at its lowest ¢bb, it

could be exciied into normal movement
of sircaming by sounding a tuning fork
electrically vun for ahout 15 minutes. The
highest  degree of  streaming movement
was, however, excited by continuing the
sounding of the tuning fork for a total
coutinuous period of about 30 wminutes.
Subsequently  several musical instraments
like wveena, violin, flute, mridangam and
even vocal music were  severally tried
in place of the tuning fork and in each
case the streaming movement of the
protoplasm  was accelerated in a greater
degree as compared to the control which

all the

excitations, however, induced by musical

was carclully  weintained.  OF
instruments the sound produced by violin

was found to De the most effective and

potent  in  exciting  the protoplasm
of the cells of Hydrilla verticillata Presl.
into a Streanling movewment during the

shortest period of time.

STUDIES IN CROWTH

Eneouraged Dby these microscopic ex-
l)(’!l.“ilnniltﬁi, t:xperinmnts were undertaken

to investigate the cumulative effect of
musical sounds on the growth and repro-
their life

ductive phase of plants in

histories. They are described as under :

Mimosa Pudica L. :
investigation was undertaken on the cffect

Accordingly an
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of maya-malava-gaula-raga played on violin

at a pitch of about 5 on the growth of
Mimosa pudica L. The experimental plants
were excited by playing the above raga
for a period of 25 minutes in the early
hours of morning between 6 A, K. and
7 A M. The

be interesting, as

results have been found to
for example whereas
the percentage in growth in height was
about 100 in the control, it was 200 in
the experimental ; number of prickles in the

about 45%,

experimented  plants  was
higher than the control ) the branching
was more prnfusvl area of l)ranch-sprcad
was alsn greater and the total percentage
in length of the branches in the experi-
mental plants was 50", higher than the
leafl

ratio on the experimental plant as com-

control ; the numerical production

pared to the control was 1:5.

SUGCARCANE

C = Control

I = Experimental

IS was excited by playing the sa-pa-sa
on sruti box.

COTTONIAN
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Impatiens balsamina L, : Balsam plants
were excited exactly as in Mimosa pudica
L. by playing maye-maleve-goula-rage on
violin. The experimental plants on an
average had grown taller to the extent
of 15%,and the average percentage increase
55% 3
were found to be
thicker to the

The root system of the expen-

in the number of leaves

besides, the

was
leaves
significantly touch than
control.

mental plants was profusely dbrous wich

prominent bacterial-nodular swellings on
ithem.
Almost  similar  results  have heen

obtained with balsam plants by kara-hars-
priya-raga played on veena. As for example
the average length of shoot was 20°
greater than the contrel and the percen.
tage of production of leaves was 2%
higher over the control. Besides, in general
the leaf aren of the experimental plant
was alse greater than the control.
Tagetes erecte Linn @ Marigold plants
were also  excited like Mimosa pudica L,
by playing maya-malava-gaula-raga  on
violin. As compared to the control plants
the experimental plants had grown over
4400, taller, the inercase in the number of
“leaves was 309, higher DBut the reproduc
tive phase was dclayed by about 6 weeks
Iydrills

plants raised {rom cultings {clones) were

Hydrilla verticillata  Presl ¢
excited by playing the single note pa on
vielin for a period of 25 minutes in the
early hours of morning. Siguificant in-
crease both in tle number of branches
and their total length in 1the experimental

plants have been obeerved respectively

COTTONIAN
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to the extent of 459, and 509, over the
contral.

Copsicum annum L. : Under excitation.
of simhendra-madhy ama-raga (evening raga)
played on tveena the increase in height
of the stem was 90°¢, production of leaves
12975. 50%, and pro-
duction of fruit 1637, higher than the

control.

diameter of stem

Succharum officinarum L. : Under exci-
tation of single note pa played on violin

the pgrowth in height of the stem was

60", production of leaves 1207 and
{ormation of 1tillers  130°%;, higher than
the contral. Qu the other band uunder

the excitation of bhairavi rage played vn
violin the growth in beight of stem was
235 p. ¢, production of leaves 30 p. c. and
that of tillers 200 p. ¢, greater than the
control ; whercas, under the excitation of
musical sounds sa pusa plaved ou sruli
bux, the growth in height of stem and
production of tillers were 40 p. e, and
formation of leaves 50 p. c. higher over the
control.

Manihot utilisstma Phel ( Tapioca ) :
Under the

madhyama-raga ( evening raga | played on

excitation of  simhendra-

vermg, growth in length  of stem  was

110 p. e, preduction of leaves 80 P €
diameter of the stum 30 p. c. greater than

the centrol. In experimental plants tuber

formation lLad taken place cven in the
seventh week. whereas there was no tuber
formaticn in  the control plants,

Similar positive results as deseribed
above have been obtained in

Qcimun,

the cuse of

Petunta, Cosmos, Angelonia,
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onion, garlic, sweet potato, TIn the case

of sweet potato, onion and garlic tubert-

zation and bulbing were much more

vigorous in the musically excited batches

of plants than the control.

HISTORICAL STUDIES

Studies were concentrated to investi-

gate whether  any  histological  changes

have been brought about in the experi-
mental plants as a result of  musical

The

head

excitalions, results so far obtained

under this are  bricfly presented

hereunder :

MARICOLD

C = Control

E = Experimental

E was excited by playing the raga-maya
malava on violin.

Mimosa pudica L.: Under excitation
of bilahari raga or single note pa played
on violin, stomata per unit area was found
to be 55 p.c. higher, palisade cells were
25 p. c. longer, production of starch was

much greater and bacterial root nodules
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were maore profuse as compared to the
cantrol.

Impatiens balsaming Linn, : Under the
of bilahari

differences

excitation raga

played  on
violin, marked were noticed
in the structural characteristics namely
as compared to the contrel in the experi-
mental plants :

(;1) Number of stomata per unit area
was 60 p. c. higher
(h)

(¢) In general the cells of mesophyll

Epidermal cell walls were thicker

were bigger

The palisude cells were about 30
p- ¢ longer and 50 p. c. broader

An additional layer of palisade cells
had beea produced

(f) Raphide

much more scatlered particularly

erystals  were profusely

in the upper epidermis and the
palisade cells

The starch content was higher

(h) The number of chloroplasts in
in the palisade parenchyma was
much greater.

Desmodium  gyrans D. C. ( telegraph;
plant ) :  Under excitation of single note
pa played on violin, the leaflets of the
experimental plants  had become much
thicker the

copic study was found to be due to the

than contrel.  This micros-

elongation of the palisade cells of the
mesophyll by about 50 p.c. over those
Cven the cuticle of the
epidermal cells had been rendered much
thicker.

of the control.

Ipomoea batatas Lam. (sweet potato )s

Under excitation of kara-hara-priya-raga

COTTONIAN
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on reena the production of reot syctem
in the experimental plants wa- more pro-
fuse, ths stely of tihe root had larger
number of vessels ( to the extent of 100
p. ¢. ) perunit aica, and «ven the lumina
of the veszels wore much bigzer in the
experimental  plants than the control, Be-
sides, a very broad zome of the cortex
encircling the root-siele was heavily packed
with starch, whereas in a similar com-
parative zone in the control plants the

quantum of starch was rather very peor,

Manihot wtilissima  Phol { Tapioca ) :
Under the exeitation of simhendru-madhia-
ma-rega played on reena, the lamina of
the leaf hod grown thicker because of
the increase in size and greater nawber
of the nesephyll cells in the experimen al
plants. Besides, the accumulation of starch
in the ground tissue towards the abax.al
{ Phloen ) side of the vascular bundle in
thes poticle «f the experimental plant was
much greater than the control.

COTTONIAN
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GENETICAL STUDY
Seeds obtained from musically excited
plants of Mimese pudica L. and Petunia
fnbrida L.
musieally excited plants of Hydrilla verti-
cilluta Presl,

and cuttings and  turions of

have bLeen tested for tweo
Aund it
the progeny huas bheen beliaving true for
the

generations, has been found that

new  characters  which Lad been

evoked in  the parents by muszical

excitations.
that

Hence it has been suzpected

certain  ehromosomal  abberrations
kave taken ylace in the exeited plants of
the nature of palyploily,
felt carry on

extological investigations which are now in

It has, there-
fore, heen expident to
pregress.

Practical applications of the results of
these experiments may have far reaching
efforts in revolutionising agriculture. In
view of this a scheme has heen projected
farms of the Shri

International

in the well controlled

Aurobindo Univcrsity at

Pondichery,
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the protoplasmic streaming in the cells of
the leaf of Hydrilla verticillata Presl. and
studies were made microscopically.
During carly hours of the morning and
Iate in the evening when the streaming
of protoplasm is at its lowest ebb, it

could be excited into normal movement
of streaming by sounding a tuning fork
electrically run fer about 15 minutes. The
highest  dearee of  streaming movement
was, however, excited by continuing the
sounding of the tuning fork for a total
conlinuous period of about 30 minutes,
Subsequently  several musical instruments
like wveena, violin, flute, mridangam and
even vocal music were  severally tried
in place of the tuning fork and in each
casc the streaming movement of  the
protoplasm was accelerated in a greater
degree as compared to the control which
was carefully maintained.  Of all the
excitations, hewever, induced by musical
instruments the sound produced by violin
was found to be the most effective and
potent  in  exciling the  protoplasm
of the ecells of Hydrilla verticillata TPresl.
into a streaming movement during the

shortest period of time.

STUDIES IN GROWTH

Encouraged by these microscopic ex-
'pﬂriments, cxl_lerimeuts were undertaken
to investigate the cumulative effect of
musical sounds on the growth and repro-
ductive phase of plants in their life
histories.

Mimosa Pudica L. :

investigation was undertaken on the effect

They are described as under :

Accordingly an
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of maya-malara-ganla-raga plaved on violin
at a pitch of about 5 on the growth of
Mimosa pudica L. The experimental plants
were excited by playing the above raga
for a period of 25 minutes in the early
hours of morning between 6 A, M. and
7 A, M. The

be interesting, as for example whercas

results have heen found to

the percentage in growth in height was

about 100 in the control, it was 200 in

the experimental ; number of prickles in the

450/
45%,

the branching

experimented  plants  was  about
higher than the control |
was more profuse area of branch-spread
was also greater and the total percentage
in length of the branches in the experi-
mental plants was 30° higher than the
numerical

control ; the leaf  production

ratio on the experimental plant as com-

pared to the control was 1:35,

SUGARCANE

C = Control
E = Experimental
E was excited by p?u_yfng the sa-pa-sa

on sruti box.
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Impatiens balsamina L, : Balsam plants
were excited exactly as in Mimosa pudica
L. by playing mava-malava-geula-raga on
violin, The expertmental plants on an
average had grown taller to the exteut
of 15%,and the average pereentage increase
557, :

were found to be

in the number of leaves was

besides, the leaves

gignificantly thicker to  touch than the

control,  The root system of the cxperi-

mental plants was profusely fibrous with

prominent bacterial-nodular swellings on
them.
Almest similar results  have been

obtained with balsam plants by koera-hare-
priya-rage plaved on 1eena. As for example
the average length of shoot wae 208
greater than the control and the percen-
tage of production  of leaves was 729,
higher over the control, Besides, in general
the leal area of thu expurimental plant
was also greater than the control,
Tagetes erecta Linun : Marigold plants
were also excited like Mimosa pudica L.
by playing muye-malave-geula-raga  on
violin. As compared to the control plants
the experimentzl plants Lad grown over
409 taller, the increase in the numwber of
Yeaves was 30% higher bur the reproduc-
tive phase was delayed by about 6 wecks.
Hydrilla verticillata  Presl 1 Hydrilla
plants raised from cuttings (clones) were
excited by playing the single note pa on
violin for a period of 23 minutes in the
early hours of moraieg.  Significant in-
crease Doth in the number of branches
and their total length in the experimental
plants have been observed respectivels

LOTTONIAN
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to the extent of 457, and 50°) over the
control.

Capsicum aunum L. : Under cxeitation
of simhendra-madhyama-roga {evening raga)
played on veena the inereaso in height
of the stem was 90°,, production of leaves
120°,. diameter of stem 509, and pro-
daction of fruit 103°, higher than the
control,

Suecharum officinarum L. @ Under exci-
Lition of single mote pa played on vielin

the

060°%, production of

growth in height of the stem was
120%,. and
130",, higher than

other land under

leaves
formation of tillers
<he contrel. On the
‘he excitation of bhairari raga playved on
violin the growth in height of stem was
25 p. c. produetion of leaves 30 p. e, and
that of tillers 200 p. ¢. greater than the
control | whereas, under the excitation of
musical sounds sa pasu plaved on sroti
box, the growth in height of stem and
production of tillers were 40 p.e., and
formativn of Jeaves 30 p. ¢, higher over the
conirol.

Manihot utilissima Phol (Tapiot‘a) :
Under the

madhyama-rage { evening raga ) plaved on

excitation  of  simhendra-

veentg, growth in length  of stem was
110 p. e, production of leaves 8U | L
diameter of the stem 30 p. c. greater than
the control.  In experimental plants tuber
formaticn Lad tuken place even in the
seventh week, whereas therd was no tuber
formation in the control plants.

as described

above have been obtained in

Similar positive results

the case of
Qcimum, Detunia,

Cosmos,  Angelonia,
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onion, garlic, sweet potato. In the case

of swect potato, onion and garlic tuberi-
zatfon and bulbing were much more
vigorous in the musically excited batches

of plants than the control.

HISTORICAL STUDIES

Studies were concentrated to investi-
gate whether  any  histologieal  changes

Lave been brought about in the experi-

mental plants as a result of  munsical

excitations., The resulis so far obtained
under this head are briefly presented
hereunder :

MARIGOLD

C = Control

E = Experimental

I was exceited by playing the raga-maya

malava on vielin.

Mimosa pudica L.: Under excitation
of bilahari raga or single note pa played
on violin, slomata per unt area was {foond
to be 53 p. c. higher, palisade cells were
25 p. c. longer, production of starch was

much greater and bacterial root nodules
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were more profuse as compared to the
control.

Impatiens balsamina Linn, : Under the
excitation

of bilahart raga plaved on

violin, marked differences were noticed
in the structural characteristics namely
as compared to the control in the experi-
mental plants :
{a) Number of stomata per unit area
was 60 p. c. higher
(b) Epidermal cell walls were thicker
(¢) In general the cells of mesophyll
were bigger
The palisade cells were about 30
p. ¢. longer and 50 p. ¢. broader
(e) An additional layer of palisade cells
had beea produced
(f) Raphixlc
much more scattered particularly

and the

crystals  werc profusely
in the upper epidermis
palisade cells

(g) The starch content was higher

(h) The

in the

number of chloroplasts in

palisade parenchyma was
much greater.

Desmodium  gyrans

D. C. ( telegraph;
plant ) 1 Under excitation of single note
pa played on vieclin, the leaflets of the
experimental

plants had become much

thicker than the control.

This micros-
copic study was found to be due to the
elongation of the palisade cells of the
mesophyll by about 50 p.c. over those
of the control. Even the cuticle of the
epidermal eells had been rendered much
thicker,

Ipomaca batatas Lam. (sweet potato ) s

Under excitation of kara-hara-priya-raga

COTTONIAN
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on veeng the predaction of rcot system
in the experimental plants was more yro-
fuse, the stel: «f the rout had larger
number of vessels { tov the cxtent of 100
p. €. ) Ler unit area, and cven the lumina
of the veszels were much bigger in the
expcrimental plants than the control. Be-
sides, a very broad zone of the cortex
encircling the reot-stele was heavily nacked
with starch, whereas in a similar com-
parative zome in the control plants the

quantum of starch was rather very poor,

Manihos  utilisshne  Phel { Tapinca ) :
TUnder the excitation of simhendra-medhya-
mau-raga played on veeng, the lamina of
the leaf had grown thicker because of
the increase in sice and greater number
of the mesophyll cels in the experimental
plants, Besides, the accumulation of starch
in the ground tissue towards the abaxial
{ Pbloem ) side of the vascular bundle in
the peticle of the evperimental plap? was
much greatec than the control.

COTTONIAN
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GENETICAL STUDY

Seeds obtained from musically excited
plants of AMimesa pudica 1., and Petunia
fiybride L. and cuttings and  turiens of
musically excited plants of Hydrillu verti-
cilluta Presl. have been tested for two
And it has been found that
the progeny las been behaving true for
the which had

parents by musical

generations,

new  characlers

the

heen
evoked iIn
excitations,
that

Hence i1 has been suspected

certain  chromuosomal  abberrations
have taken place in the excited plants ef
the wature of polyploidy.
felt CArry  On

C}‘tological Investigations whicl are now in

It has, there-

fore, been expident to
progress,

Practical applications of the results of
these experiments may have far reaching
cfforts in revolutionismmyg agriculture. In
view of this a.scheme has been projected
in the well  controlled farmns of the Shri

Aurohindo International

University at
Pondichery,
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The Expanding Universe

g‘“ﬂ‘mﬁ? IHE most powerlul telescope at

9 5
éé” i )
& Bm‘\,-«! Palomar, can penetrate space to

s . .
= a distance of 1,000,000,000 light
years, (A light year is the distance traversed
of about 186,000

Since one

present avatlable, that at Mount

by light «t the wvelocity
miles a second during one year.

year contains 31 558,000 seconds, one light

year s equal to  387,600.000,000,000,060
miles ! ) and the galaxies =till extend as
far as can be seen. The galaxies or the

nebulae are nothing hut some luminous
island universes floating in space consis-
ting of millions of stars having various
Way——
convex lens,

edge 5,000

shapes ; our  galaxy—the Milky
heing like a giant doeuble

having itz thickness at the
fight years and at the ecentral position
16,000 hght years, the intermediate por-

If a

telescope can be made such that space

tions  having intermediate values.

can be penetrated 1o a  distance  of
2.000,000,000 light years, that is double
the

present, more galaxics can be scen. With

distance that can be observed at

larger and larger telescopes one should
necessarily  expect to explore more and

of the univese,

32nd Issue, 1956

AJIT KUMAR TAMULI
3rd Year Science

Naturally one question arises here,  “Is
the size of the universe infinite or does it

oceupy a very big vet finite  volume,

explorable to the last star or galaxy by
the largest telescope that man will make
in future 7’

Here, of course, the term ‘linite’ does

not mean its general sense Jimited” or

‘bounded’ so that there must Le a houn-

dary of the universe,  One of the proper-

tres of spuce 5 that ‘0t can fie finice

withoul being  neecssarily  limited by a

boundary.” The conception of this finite

space i:, however, difficult  ty

But

calenlations it has been inferred that our

;__‘I'il-’ri).

from  certain observations  and

universe 1s nol infinite.

THE EXPANSION OF THE UNIVERSE

As has already been mentioned, the niaxi=
mum range of the world’s largest telescope
Is LOGO000.000 light  years, With  still
larger telescopes it will  be possible to
penetrate space Lo a distance  of 2,060,
000,000 light vears.  Will still more larger
telescopes bring into the inquiring eyes

of the

regions of space ?
'8 £ Ll a [

astronomers  hitherto unexplored

The is “‘No.?

answer
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Though beyond that Jistance there may
we shall

No matier

be countless number of stars,
never bo able to see them.
how powerful the telescopes of 1he future
will be 2,000,000,000 Lght yea s is the
greatest  distance that it will ever be
possible to ook cut inte space.

Though it seerae rather enigmatic, ~ull
it is a fact,  The rcazom 15 th

Light travels at the conormoen: velocity
of 186,000 iles  per Lut the

galaaies move away fiom the midhy wav

second.

and from one another at great speeds.

accord-

This is given by Doppler Biledt,

ing to whieh the spectrum of a ctar
moving away from an observer will be
displaced towards the red while that of the
star woving toward~ the observer will be
displaced toward: the wviolt regirn. The
‘red shilt” of the spectrums of tae stars
of the palaxice iodicate that they are
receding friom us and hence 1t s .nferred
that they are also receding from vne an-
other, The distant galaxies will be noving
away from us at proportionaiely increa-
ged velocity so that, 1t has been calculated
out, at a distance of 2 000,000,000 light
years away this seleeity cquals that of
Light with the effect that galaxies beyvonil
distanee  would  be

that moving much

faster than light. As a result theli Light

will never reach us and we shall

br ablu

Though it bas been said that boyond

nesNer

to see their al all,

the above mentioned distance the gaaxies
will be mosing much faster than light,
yet sccording to Einstein’s special theory
of relativity no material bodies can move

at speeds greater than that of light, But

COTTONIAN
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the movement of the galaxie: is some-
the

this world.

thing different fram moycnent we

are used to 1w Space  is

expanding as a result of which pgalaxies
are receding,

So it 12 szeen  that the univeise is

expandimg.  The physical picture of this

expansion can be vicualiszed by consider-

ing the fact that whenm a baloun s

gradually swollen, the relative displace-

ments of the spots will increase.  In the

case of the umiverse the diffeient spots
of the baloon teprevent different galaxies.

That the has

been proved by tle ‘red shuft® of  the

universe is cexpanding

spectrum of the galaxies. The next ques-
tion will be, '"Why tite universe 1+ expand-
ing 7 Is it expanding to inlinity ¥
According  to the the

of matler the ‘inter-

lhvory of

conltinuous crealion

stellar paa” (At i extremely rarefied,
mare  than the must perfect  yvacuum
ubtaizable in a tesrestrial laboratory )

consisted of pure hydrogen, the simplest
of the elements. In other words, every-
thing 1n the uniserse came from hy drogen.
Actuaily this hydrogen was not perfectly

pure but was adulterated minute

with
particles of iron. The theory of the conti-

nuous creation is that

hydrogen atoms
contmuously eame indo existence in all
parts of the space and it is the outward
pressure of this nese material that canses
the universe to eapand,

According to another theorv. a few
millions years ago. all the matters scatter-
ed through 1 space observable within a
radius 1,000,000 light years,

was compressed to sphere of only cight

sphere of
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Tae Expannine UNIVERSE

times the diameter of the sun, that is

6.912,000 miles, The
that time, known as density,
was 100,006,000,8000,400 grams per cubie
But that

density of space at

nuclear

dense state did nnt

the

centimetres,

last long, At that time continuous
interstellar gas broke into separate gaseous
spheres known as stars. The stars when
pulled apart by progressive  expansion
broke into separvate steilar clouds known
as the galuxics are still reeceding  from
ouc unnther, into the unknown depths of
the univer-e.
The forees responsible {for this expan-
sion has already Leen referred o, Whether
this expansion will continue up to infinity
or stop or even become coniraction 7 Is
there any possible cliunee for the contrac-
ting universe to squeeze us into a pulp ?
It has been will

The nniverse iy expanding

concleded that this
never huppen.

into iufinity obeying the ‘law of inertia,’

. 32nd Issue, 1956
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propounded by  Newton, according
to  which everybedy vcontinues in its
until

state of rest or of uniform motion

that state of rest or of uniforin motion
is changed by some external (and bence
also internal } applied force.  There is no
such furce as to retard the expansion of
the universe, as far as the present kuoow-

ledge of man s concerned. Bat nebody
the
We

know only this much that the universe is

can furctell  what will happen o

universe millions of years hence.
expanding into infinity without any chance

of being  pulled more closely together
There

will be none to see the ultimate fate of

azain by the forces of gravity.

the universe as humanity will be com-
pletely wiped out from the face of the
carth in what 15 known as that fatelul
catastrophe—the ‘doomsday.” Well, that is

another story !

COTTONIAN



Marvel With Radioactivity

= i’gﬁ‘g—l odern rescarches are completely
( g8l devoted to the study of atoms.
The

nuclear

radioactive disintegration,
fission, nuclear lrans-

mutation are the resulls of extensive

rescarches in the field.

called  the

development in the

This age is wilely
satomic zge.’  The gradual
field of zcience brings
us to this stage in which we are Irying
to build a world, full of prosperity and
We
with the help of
fleld rl['

are Ccoing a step forward.

happiness. are venturing to make

myth  only atorie

researchies,  In the medicine we

Badiouctivity first came Into exislence
)

with the discovery of  Beequerel rays,

Beegnerel found that a double sulphaie

of uranium -g_.u] 1\(;13.".:'~iiim I!I‘l\{lll(H'(] A

photographie effect even in the absence

the « 1

there came /

of sunlight, Then
and ~ rays. Mme. Curie, by her diseovery
of radinm opened a new avenne in the

field of Over

and above, we get della i

rescarch in radisactivity,

rays which is
mainly due to Sir J. J. Thomson.
The

is alwavs given by the different quania

atomie structare of an element

levels in which the clectrons are moving

with a very high velocity. The electrons

COTTONIAN

HIRALAL DUORAH

4th Year Science

a still {aster rate
The
an atom was given by Bolre in the vear

1919,

is given helow :

are said to revolve at

about their own axes. structure of

The structare of a hydrogen atom

© Eleclron

m\ O Neufron .

& \ @ Proton
)
~Orbil, ‘

@
Two German

Hahn

the radioactive isotope  of

Nucleus .

chemists and physieists,

and Strassman, at first produced
Barivm by
bombarding Uranium with <low

This

real atomie

moving

neutrons, is however the beginning

of the

ase.  Then Dr. Knrico

Fermi came forward to split on atom,

BHe made suneeeseful experiments, bring-

ing about an effect of neutrons upoen the

Thorinm and Uranium.

Thus Dr. Fermi’s

most important  experiments helped in

making new elements in the lahoratory.
Neptunium, Plutonium, Americium, Curi-
Barkelium and  Californium

111, were

made. Thus it is believed that gold will

2nd Issue, 1956



A Curiovs Turw

that I did not expcct my pen pal to be
so elderly and I certainly would not have
recognized her if it were not for ithe rose
on her hair.  Her husky wvoice gently
stems the tide of my cloquence with the
words :

“Young man, I am not the person you
supposed me to be.
pal—I consider letter-writting a childish
hebby aud I mast certainly did not write

reality.

vielence of thought,

CEAr=3f-00> 038909
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any letter to you. And as for the rose,
why, the girl who was talking with vou
4 moment ago gave it to me ; pl(;ase
wear it for me for just ten minytes’ she
begged me. 1 like to hunour young folk
so I did as she wished ; and this

asked me mot to forget to tell you : she

she

1 was not your pan will be waiting for vou at the book
stall I’

3 1 Tl P B 1 I ﬂﬂh'ﬁ.ﬁoﬁ.ﬁﬁ’ﬂ.ﬂ’ﬂ’n.ﬁg
The revolutionary task of lterature roday is 1o restore its :
great tadition, to break ihe bonds of subjectivisism and narrow ?
specialisution. to bring the creative writer fuce to face with lis 5
only important lask, that of winning the knowledge of truth, of °
At is oneof the means by whichk man grapples with and e
assimilutes reality, on the forge of his inner conscionsness the J
writer takes the white-hot metal of reality and hammers it ouwr, *®
refashions it to his own purpese, beats it out madly by ihe g
—RALPH FOX Y
\‘-.2‘.@“-—39&:04.2'9&7.@042‘0—‘_?9‘-"34}”9:’.&9”&@)'&@@!5
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Cb aketeh of

Sri 8. M. DAS. M. :l-_. B.T.

Retired Prof. Cotton College,
DEPARTMENT OF ENCGLISH.

SRI SURLENDRA MOHAN DAS

joined Cotton

had
College as a lecturer in
English in 1948 and on his attaining the
age of superannuation he retired from this
college in 1956. Prior to this he happened
to officiate in this college twice in 1939
and 1940. The college has lost a cons-icn-
tious teacher in him,

Sri Das passed the Matriculation 'xa-
mination {rom Abhayeswari II. E. School
{ whieh was then the only {ree bigh school
in the whole province ) in 1917, the year in

which the question papers  were tuice
leaked out and the candidates had to
appear finally for the third time,  Sri Dias

graduated from the Cotton College and had
his Master’s Degree

Vniversity i 1923,

from the Caleatta
As student he main-

tained a uniformly suecessful career,

Stri Pas began his
Assistant Master of the
H. E. Scliool,
an adninistrative post ia the Bijni Raj
Court of Ward's

service-life as an

Goa]pzlra Gaov-,

Then he was appeinted to

Ilstate, but in wview of

communal representation he was chucked’
out., Govt., however, offcred him a post in
the Assam School Service. After taking
his B. T. Degree from the Dacea Teachers’
Training College in 1934, he spent the
major portion of his life inthe Cotton
Collegiate School,

Simple and amiable, 3ri Das was a very
p s ¥
suceessful teacher of Eoylish and comman-
ded great love and admiration from his

students and superiors alike,

Sri Das is the auther of several English
andd Assamese books and Lis writings were
pulidished in CIITETANSA, BANHI, AWA-
HAN and JAYANTI ete.
the

He lent staunch

support fuor spread  of  Assamese
laneuage and lerature in Goalpara, parti-
guag I s

cularlv when there was an anti-ruosewment.

Sri Dw 35 now the Viee-Prineipal of
B. Barooah Coilege

associated sinee 1942,

with which he is
He has DLeen an

arquisition to the Colleger,

May God grant him a long. happy

and prosperous life !
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S21 SUREADRA MOHAN D48, M. 4., B. T., Prof. of English

Jras attained the age of superannuation after a long

service in the Fdueational Department.



Afo\md the ;Paﬁ;) arena

"Hhe

IIE mobility of the docile game of
crichet is such that it easily clings

to our

everyday's pastime and the
nature of the game itself has made it
possible to become a subject matter on
the carpet. It has become popular mspite
of ifs cxpensiveness of time, money and
space, The reason is foretold and is an
open secret, A medieal student in his
college magazine very humorously claims,
«Cricket iz a direase, it is infeetinus and
its germs are lknown as crickettia’ (derived
from the typhus perms—ickettia }. It
is contagivus Jike leprosy ( Cutenous
diseases :—contagious if cantact be cons-
tant. ) Regarding the habitat of paticnts
he very capriciously says that they chiclly
ghelter in the Brabourn Ward, Eden Ward
It is

highly epidemic in England and Australia

and Ferozshahkotla Nusring Home.

although formerly this disease was endemic

in Liogland only. The tyros of this disease

22nd Issue, 1956

Cricket—
Mirror of Life

S. TRIPATHI

4th Year Science

were claimed to inbabit Ingland but the
contagivus nature made it wide spread
thronghout the world, Regarding the infec-
tion { popularity } he says that the sources
are the radin-sets (commentary), patients
( cricketei~ ) and the nurses (coaches aud
critics }.  In a patois view he warns the
book-worims not te occupy the same room
where even one such patient exists (a

hostel life ).

patient Hves he

If in a hostel even one such
inferts  his room-mates
first, then the hostel-mates and finally his
collegemates, A cheek in its infection when
The

patients ate known as (rickettic (ericke-

vis-a-vis a  patient is not kaown,

ter ) and they have their hysteric fits in

certain particufar  months of the

year
( winter ) etc. cte.

The game of cricket is otherwise known
as, ‘The lords’ game. Yery often it has
been misinterpreted and misjoined. Misin-
the nature of its

formants count

COTTONIAN
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expensiveness from the point of view of

the cxpenditures only. They missee and

their views are mismated. They are
steered uway by itheir impulses and they
lack ihe =clf-will and confindence to

observe the things in their true perspec-
tive. They are perpetually perplexed and
their views are bascless without any tinge
Actually the saying
The heauty

and gentilesse cum sporting nature tends

of logical deduction.

itself bears some meaning.

it in sucl a direction that without any
bhesitancy one puts it on the lead in the
arena of sporte. That’s a plavsible inter-
pretetion of the remark of cricket being
the lords’ game. Of time, space & money
the first one is of great importance. The
mix-up of the players for a cuntinued
time gives them a sense of ramiflorous
collectiveness which is lacking in other
games of less and lesser durations. ‘space’
is a term which at the first Took indicates
the playing arena only. DBut then the
popular maxim of the sporters, unfold :

the ficld’

and this lords’ game in its own limitarian

‘Be a sportsman on and off

aspect claims, ‘Be a cricketer on and off
the ficld.’

ing arena itself accounts for the term

So if one claims that the play.

‘gpace’ he is floored and beaten neck and
crop. It is not cricket’ is a popular say-
ing in Dnglish. This game has sneceeded
in impressing the humanity to such an
extent that the lymph of cricket flows
in the streams of these people.  No doubt,
cricket has helped in building classiess
and impressive socicties. You can never
differentinte a member of 2 royal family

and a commoner while plaving. In the

LCOTTONIAN

CrickeT—TaE Mrirror Or Lire

long past I came across an article written
by Mr. Gurunathan. Though I donot
remember his exact wordings, the gist is
like this—Those were the days of *16-47
riots. In Bombay-the cfferts of Calcutta
has begun to fertilise. In those days of
fierce neck  hunting, a very interesting
match was staged in which plavers viz.

Manlad,

others  participated,

Merchant, Mustaque, Hazare
The

assembly of crowd, numbering thousands

brothers and

were represented by the Hindus. Moha-
mmedans and others.  Mr, Gurunathan
was a silent observer of the scene which
followed during the match. Whepever
any llindu batsman executed a good shot
they, all, no matter whether Ilindu or
Mohammedan, applauded fo- it. On the
otherhand when any Mobammedan presens
ted a delighting shot, they still rejoiced.
They did not unfold their religious build
up there and the whole scene was a
That’s the

power of this game, nay the sports im

panocramic beauty ol oneness,

general, which layvs the fondution of 2
typical sense of socialistic attitude where
only brilliance is cashed

and not the

hypoetisy, This auto-de-fe attitude with
a base, narrow and mean freling, which
is reigning mow and then in wur cociety
is a erime mueder in itself and thats
why the game of cricket should be encou-
raged and taught. It has becn rightly
said, 1T IS EASY TO BL A 00D
BATSMAN. LEVEN EASY TO BE A
GGOD BOWLER AXND AT THE SAME
TIME EASY TO BE A GOOD FIEZLDER,
BUT IT IS VERY DIFFICULYT T0O BE A

GO0OD CRICKETER.
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Jhe Laughiing Brook

MONTOSH MUKUHERJEE
4th Year Arts

Why do you langh, little Lrook,
laughing brook
And why so dimpled and gay ¢
What did you hear as you came through
the wood,
And what didst thou see on the way ?

*Such fon I bave had ! I saw in the wood

The violets opening their eyes,

The little ferns straightening out their curls,

And jack-in-the-pulpit rise,

The sunbeams in passing threw me a
kiss ;

The breezes whispered to me ;

And all the tny pebbles tickled

I couldn’t help langhing, vou see.

({6out IMyself !

M. BARDALOI
3rd Year Arts

That was 18th of Qetober

When I was born,
The day was wednes

In the morn.
Now I am Ninetecn

Which is running om,
And, yet to my father

I am his ‘little son.’
The day I became ‘Pally’

With the college life,
Was the day most remarkable

In my life.

32nd Issue, 1956

The aim in my life

Is to be a lawyer,
I shall try, try and 1ry

And shall study with care.

My habbies arc lew

And commeon they are,
Singing, painting, playing

And my person’s care,
So, think me not a common chap

From all the boys I differ’
I love a ‘dame’ more than my life

And she is my Mother.

COTTONIAN
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B Woments” pleasure :

A Curions Touris-

HE
hour after eleven.

struck the half-
I shift my
right foot. 1

clock has

weight to my

have been putting my whole
weight on the lelt (oot for hall an hour. It
the

now has gone to sleep, all nerves

have being paralysed. I try to force my
Blood to circulate again by giving

left

Slowly the numbness leaves it and I can

my

foot a few quick energetic jerks,

stand again.
I look at my watch. Tt is thirty-five
Well ......

ten minutes more of waiting to

minutes 1 Lave
do. I
study the living panorama before mc of
They

are a fine, sturdy lot and their sweating

alter eleven,

busy porters tugging at their Ioads.

bodies gleam a rich chocolate-brown under
the hot May Sunshine.
A drop of water suddenly falls on my

cheek, Itis starting to rain, I thinx. I
gaze at the sky to detect any sigu of
COTTONIAN

Shorte Siory

—HENRY D. ROPMAY
4th Year Arts

the oncoming down-pour, but it is quite

clear save a few stray clouds sailing
across it like small white sails on the
ocean of blue. The Sun is at its fiercest

white-heat intensity and beating down me

mercilessly on the world of toiling und

moiling mortals. Sorprising by there is no

sign of rain,  Water must have leaked

cut from one of the overhead pipes.

A drowsy numbness suddenly steals

over my whole frame.

My eyelids droop

beavily and I can scarcely

open my eyes,
1 totter to the nearest seat and sit down,

I streteh ont myv lege and rest as com-

fortably as the hand sear would allow
me to do, with my head lifted npwards,
itz back resting at the back of the scat,
Thus 1 begin the

letter I received from my pen friend three

to ruminate. It was

days ago that started it all. My pen pal
and I have been having correspondence

for nearly three month, and though ink
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A Conrious Tumw

and paper would scem a frail (and even
funny) tie to bind two people, who never
Lkoew cach other before and lived poles
apart, inte a clese friendship, yet that
was what precisely happened in our ease.
A casual

pen  friend section,

glance threugh a magazine's
singling out of an
arresting namre with interesting hobbies,
the flight of a letter o a

destination, the returning flight of a 2eply

precarions

that started a long, leng chain of letters
written with a prefusion that would have
paled the cfforts of any neted letter-
writer, past and present, mnto insignificance

—that was how

our started

friendship

and grew. The sun that rose with every
new day did its share in matwing ‘the
sheltering  tree” of friendship, I soared
into the highest realms of ecstasy when
three days ago I recrived a letter from
her ( for any fiend s a girl ) tedling me
that she would be paying a visit to my
hometown on Saturday 17th.  (which is
today) T have heen required to meet her
at the station ¥ To prevent any possible
mistahe oo oy part as to Ler imdentity
{ for I bave never seen her ), she said she
would Le wearing a big red rose on her

hair.
Motor Stativu under the burning heat of

Tuoat was what brocght me to the
the swmmer sun.  But I have been wait-
now and I
am fecling bored aud tired—tired of the
heat, Lired of the
tired of

brought nic here with a view (who knows)

ing here for nearly an hour
nuisy  bustle of the
porters, the eccentric girl who
of mahing a fool of me, and who would
not send her photograph as a means of
identifying her but preferred the idiotic
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idea of wearing a rosc—and a red one at

that ! oan her hair, She might as well...

A shrill bLlast of a motor horn wakes
me from my reverie, I open my heavy
eyelids and see the first bus, its bright
green body with belt of yellow runming
breadthwise on buth its sides glinting as
the sun’s rays make a dircel bit on it

flash

The fatigne and droweiness leaves

and back a reflection, enter the

station.
me amd, with a supple spring that a
panilier might bave cnvied, 1am on my

fert in an instant, the act driving away

the Lasat vestiges  of sleepiness
from  me. I am suddenly very

alert as [ gaze, watehful, at the stream
the bus. My

Leart beuts faster as I try to imagine what

of peaple flowing out of

Lind of a person my {rend would 1urn ont
to be. T have ne doubt that she would be
pretty ami attractive ; the  dainty hand
she wrote in her letters suggested 2 cul-
tured and refincd personality, And though
1 de not except to find a very Helen,
yet I do picture my friend to be some
are worth seeing, worth meeting and worth
knowing.

I subject each face to a minute sern.
my

previeus iustvuctlons, iy eyes rest more

tiny and in upen vielation of 10

on laces than on heads !

I see n pretry

gir]l stepping down from the Dbus with

sucl poise and grace that [luirly takes my
breath

seraph has

away. 1 seemus as if a wingless
descended  from heaven, sp

This

she, think 1. T search her hair with my

divinely Deautiful she is. must be

eves, with the flickering hope of finding

the red rose, but her neatly plaited tresses

COTTONIAN
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are adorned with no flower. I cannot
take my eyes off the vision of lovelin=ss
before me; 1 remain rooted on the spot,
The next thing I

before

an enchantingly

dumb and spellbound.

I know, she is standing me, 1ier

pretty lips  curved in
sweet smile. Then she speaks something.
It takes aeons for her words to penetrate
into my fogoy brain but finally T can
make out that she wants me to accompany
her to the nearest bookshop where she
can get some novels and she is afraid of

1

losing her way as this is her first wvisit
g Y

to this crowded town of ours. I can see

the

nearest  hookstall from where [

am
standing and I have just to stretch my
band and point it out to her for her to
find it without any possibility of loting
her way. But I hesitate. Itis not every
day that a young man is

be of

especially  to

privileged to
some service to a strange lady,
such a  charming  one.
Nothing delights me more than the pros-
peet of escorting her  there personally
and finding out for her the books of her
choice.

how

with envy on seeing me in the company of

And (mny mind runs ahead of me)

my friends” eves will turn green
h b £

such a charming voung personality !
The reply of acceptance is quiveing
on my lips when mwy

eves happen to

stray to the direction of the bus which
the girl has just vacated and the sight
literally freczes me. A fully, an obese,
middle-aged woman, the last passenger,
iz just coming ont and, with a huff and
a pull, is struggling with her suitcase ;
and on her black hair which shows some

gray strands here and there, is a big red

COTTONIAN

A Curious Turn

rose | A painful stab of disappoinment
This

my pen friend whom I have hecn looking

pierces through my heart. then is

forward so much to meet and for whom
I havé been waiting, patiently and anxi-
ously, for necarly an hour in a cramped
and uncomfortable

seat,  And to turn up

at this unseasonable

moment—ofl all the
bad lucky I have ever had, this is the
worst,

The girl in front of me is looking at
me with a curious smile on her lips. She
is still lingering, waiting for my reply.
For a moment, I am assailed by a great
temptation to leave the elderly woman
to her own devices and go away along
with the girl. How could the woman koow
that it is [ who am her pen-friend and
is supposed to meet her ? All that she can
do is to suffer the disappoinment of
having a friend who has failed her. And
I could have my time with the girl, But
itself, I
swallow my disappoinment and make up

my

get my bearings,

better self soon

my exerlts

mind, I hesitate but a moment to
then turn to the girl
and from where I am standing point out

to her the book stall she wants to find,

explaining to her that my friend has
arrived and I have to mect her., She
utters a  melodious  *Thank you’ and
gracefully trips away.

I gaze at her until she disappears
around the bend of the read, then tura

to my elderly {riend and greet her warmly.

I tell her how glad I am to meet her

and thank her for

the many nice and
interesting {riendly letter she has been

wriling to me.

1 teil her, half jokingly,
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A Curiouvs TUrN

that I didnot expect my pen pal to be
go elderly and I certainly would not have
recognized ber if it were net for the rose
on her hair. Her husky voice genty
stems the tide of my eloquence with the
words : '
“Young man, I am not the person you
supposed me to he.
pal—I consider letter-writting a childish
hobby and I most certainly did net write

BE=<DET DT ROSTOSDO DD

violence of thought.

49

any letter to you. And as for the rose,
why, the girl who was talking with vou
4 moment ago it to me; please
wear it for me for just ten minutes’ she
begged me. 1like to hunour young folk
s0 I did as she wished ; and this she

asked me not to forget to tell you: she

rave

T wasvot your pan will Dbe waiting for you at the book
stall ¥
FHEF63D TPE FBSTETHELH Q0T ﬂ.ﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂﬂrﬁ?
The revolutionary task of literature toduy is to restore its §
great traiition, to break the bonds of subjectivisism and narrow 9
specialisation, to bring the creative writer face to fuce with his 3
only i{mpsriant task, that of winning the knowledge of iruth, of &
reality. Art is oneof the means by which man grapples with and 2
assimilutes reality, on the forge of his inner comsciousness the )
writer tyles the white-hot metal of  reality and hammers it out, ®
refushions it to Iis own purpese, beats it out madly by the g
: —RALPH FOX P,
@@QUOQGUO#-3‘@UOQ‘@‘@@D&&UQQOU@QQUG@?&
COTTONIAN
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Ch wkoted of

Sri S, M, DAS, M. A.. B. T.

Retired I'rof. Cotton College,
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH.

SRI SURENDRA MOHAN DAS had
joined  Cotton College as a lecturer in
English in 1948 and on his attaining the
age of superanmuation he retired {rom this
eollege in 1956, Prior to this he happened
to officiate in this college twice in 1939
and 1940. The college has lost a conscien-
tions teacher in him,

Sri Das passed the Matriculation Exa-
mination from Abhayeswari H. F. School
{ which was then the only freehigh sehool
in the whele provinee ) in 1917, the year in

which the uestion papers were twice
leaked out and the ecandidates had to
appear finally for the third time. Sri Das

graduated from the Cotton College and had

his Master’s Dvgree

from the Caleutta

University in 1923,  As student le main-

tained a nniformly successful career.

Sri Pas began his  service-life as an
Assistant Master of the Goalpara Covt.
H. E. School. Then he was appointed to
an admivistrative post in the Bijni Raj

Court of Ward’s FEstate, but in view of

communal representation he was chucked
out. Govt., however, oflered him a post in
the Assam School Service. After taking
his B. T. Degree from the Dacca Teachers’
Training College in 1934, he spent the
major portion of his life

Collegiate School,

in the Cotton

Simyple and amiable, Sri Das was a very
suecessful toacher of English and comman-
ded great love und admiration from his

students and superiors alike,

Sri Duas is the auther of several English
and Assamese books and his writings were
published in CIHHETANA, BANIIL, AWA.
HAN and JAYANTI cte,
the

He lent staunch

support for spread  of

Assamese
language and literature in Goulpara, parti-
cularly when there was an anil-movement,

Sri Das is now the Vice-Principal of
B. Baroeah College

associated since 1912, 1e

with which he is
has been an

acquisition to the Cnﬂogv.

May God grant bim a leng, happy
and prosperous life



ST SURENDRA MORAN DAS, M. A B T, Prof. of English
feas attained the age of superannuaiton uﬁr'r a long

Serviee i the Educational Depariment,



Am\md Hr\e ;Pm/lr;, arena

The

115 mobility of the docile game of

cricket is such that it easily clings

to our everyday’s pastime and the

nature of the game itsell has made it
possible to become s subject matter on
the carpet. It has become popular inspite
of its expensiveaess of time. money and

foretold and

medical student in

space, The reason 13 .

open secrel. A his
college magazine very humorously claims,
¢Cricket is a disease, it is infections and
its germs are known as erickettia’ (Juriv(:d
from the typhus germs—Rickettia ). 1t

like

diseases :—contagious if cantact be cons-

is contagious leprosy  ( Cutenous
tant. ) Regarding the habitat of patients
he very eapriciously says that they chiefly
shelter in the Brabourn Ward, Eden Ward
and Ferozshahkotla Nusring Ilome. It is
highly epidemic in England and Australia
although formerly this discase was endemic

in England only. The tyros of this disease

32nd Issue, 1956

Cricket—
Mirror of Life

S. TRIPATHI

4th Year Science

were claimed to inhabit England but the
conlagious nature made it wide spread
throughout the world, Regarding the infec-
tion ( popularity ) he says that the sources
are the radio-sets (commentary), patients
( cricketers ) and the nurses (coaches and
critics ). In a patois view he warns the
book-worms not to oceupy the same room
where even one such patient exists ( a
hostel life ).

patient lives he

If in a hostel even one such

infects  his room-mates
ficst, then the hostel-mates and finally his
collegemates, A check in its infeetion when

The

patients are known as Crickettic ( cricke-

vis-a-vis a patient is not known.

“ler ) and they have their hysteric fits in

certain  particular  months of the year
( winter ) etc. ete.”

The game of cricket is otherwise known
as, ‘The lords’ game.” Very ofien it has
been misinterpreted and misjoined. Misin-

formants count the mnature of its

COTTONIAN
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expensiveness from the point of view of
the expenditures only. They missee and
They
steered away by their impulses and they
lack the self-will

observe the things in their true perspec-

their views are mismated. are

and confindence to

tive, They are perpetually perplexed and
their views arc bascless without any tinge
of lngical deduction. Actually the saying
itself bears some meaning. The bheauty
and gentilesse cum sporting nature tends
it in such a direetion that without any
hesitancy one puts it on the lead in the
arena of sports. That’s a plausible inter-
pretetion of the remark of cricket being
the lords’ game. Of time, space & money
the first one is of great importance, The
mix-up of the players for a cuntinued
time gives them a sense of ramiflorous
collectiveness which is  lackivg in other
games of less and lesser durations. ‘space’
is a term which at the first look indicates
the playing arena onlv.  But then the
popular maxim of the eport-rs, unfuld :

the field’

and this lords” game in its own limitarian

<Be a sportsman on and off

aspect claims, ‘Be a cricketer on and off

the field.” So if one claims that the play-

ing

sspace’ he is floored and beaten neck and

arena itself accounts for the term

crop. ‘It is not ecricket’ is a popular say-
ing in English. This game has succeeded
in impressing the humanity to such an
extent that the lymph of ericket flows
No duvubt,

has helped in Dbuilding classless

in the streams of these people.
cricket
and impressive societies. You can never
differentiate a member of a royal family

and a commeoner while playing., In the

COTTONIAN

Cricker—TrHE Mirror OF Lire

long past I came across an article written
Though I

remember his exact wordings, the gist is

by Mr. Guarunathan. donot
like this—Those were the days of “16-47
riots. In Bombay-the effects of Calcutta

has begun to fertilise. 1o those days of

fterce mneck Lunting, a very inleresting

match was staged in which players viz.
Mankad,
others participated.

Mazare
The

assembly of erowd, numbering thousands

Merchant, Mustaque,

brothers and

were represented by the Ilindus, Moha-
mmedans and others., Mr. Gurunathan
was a silent observer of the scene which
followed during the maieh,  Whanever
any Hindu batsmau exccutid a good shot
they, all, no matter whetlier Ilindu or
On the

otherhand when any Mohammedan presen-

M hammedan, applauded for it.

ted a delighting shot. they still rejoiced.
They did ot uafold their religious build

up there and the whole scene was a

That’s the
power of this game, nay  the tports in

panoramic heauty of oneness,
groeral, which lavs the fuendation of a
tvpical semwe of soeialistic attitude where
not the
This auto-de-fe att'tude with

ouly brlliance is cashed and
hypoerisy,
a base, narrow and mean feelng, which
i» reigning mow and then in our socicty
ii a crime murder in  itself and thats
why the gume of cricket should be encon.
raged and taught. It kas heen rightly
gaid, *IT IS EASY TO LBL A COOD
BATSMAN, EVEN TLTASY TO LE A
00D BOWLER AND AT TIHE SAME
TIME EASY TO BE A GOOD FILLDER,
BLTIT IS VERY DIFFICULT TO BE A

00D CRICKLTER.
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Cricker—Tne Migror Or Live

Some ohserve, ‘Cricket is a game of

chance (luck).” Lt is purely a misconcep-
tion. Their utier fuillure in making twe
amd two togethier is ewsily detectible when
the clement of chance er luck in all the
games including ericket is weighed in the
balance of perspicacity.  This piece of
misconjecture leads them to a detuor rout
where they are lost and knowledge becomes
mirksome. ‘Practice makes a man perfect’
is a saying and this saying is applicable
in our every sphere of life. So is with
ericket. 'The more you practise, the niore
you master the game. Luck of practice
is regressive and this aititude will lead

thau the Hell.

A vigorously practised team is apt to be

you to no where other

a well balanced side and will definitely
bring out gigantic and colourful results
and surcly find the opportunity of vintage.
It has been  cowmmendably commucnted
with a note of novelty that an vunce of
practice is better than tons of experience,

This should be the

every cricketer and he who fails te grasp

nucleus  theme of
this bawie idea is surely to be over-trodden

by his {ellow cricketers.

International cricket ean  rightly be
said to be a medium of enheartening and
eohancing the world peace.  So is the
case with the sports and games in general.
But then every sport  carries its  own
weight and strength of quality, vigour and
influsnce. It is why the mature of the
-enforcement of sports and games must
carry the attitude of cause and cHect
and this attitude enly will bring the glory
and thereby the

and the laural home

:32nd Issue, 1956

53

whole mass of humunity will rise to the
boundless peace and achieve the highest
pinnacles of success. 8ri Jawaharlal Nehru
has rightly commented, ‘Sport is one good
way of counlering the many disruptive
and parochial tendencies...... But if sport
and gumes are played, this must Le done
in the apirit of the game and with good
and geodwill. It is

humoue Necessary

because of the comaraderie and esprit-
de-corpse which this helps in developing.
“The tour of our National Cricket Team
lo another country surely brings the two
The
friendliness of the two countries is increa-
The Indian tour to Pakisthan in

the vear—1954-33 has

countrics <¢loser to each  other
sed.
surely

plaved a

a major part in solving some of the
political alfairs of the two countries. Had
all the countries of the world, the big
and the small, the powerful and the less
powerful  given themselves to  cricket,
methinks it woukl net be a surprise if
there would be ne use and production of
Atom and Ifydrogen lLombs and such

other war weapons. Let us very cagerly
wait for the dav when Russia, U, 5. A,
Japan, China and all other countries give

themselves to cricket,

Fven the diplomacy in  cricket is
amusing, interesting, guessing and intri-
guing. The grim bartle, the high diplo-
macy played upon the batsman by the
the bowler by the

bowler and  upoen

batsman is a treat to enjoy. It’s why
it has been rightly said that the spac-
tators must be enough intelligent to derive

enjoyment from the gawme of ericket.

COTTONIAN



In conclusion, I may venture to say
that it is only in this game of cricket
that any comment like,
the blade’ has
Furthermore, this game

‘Poetry  flows

from eser heen  made.

of crickect with

Somehero.

[Ce vl

Sing on :
A

%@@@@@@@
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at somre new

We'll learn that sleeping is not

Cricker—TaE Minror Or Lirm

its heavenly qualitics and poetic nature

decply resembles our life. Col C. K,
Naivdu rightly annotates it as, ‘The
Mirror of Life.”

nioon,

death,

Hearing the ihole earth change its tune.

8
2
2
—YEATS ¢
9%
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General Secretary

"HE New

Cottan College

Tixeeutive Committee of the
Union  Secicty ecume
to power on the 3rd. December, 1955 for
1955-30,

period the Iizecutive Committee sat for

the =ession Daring  this  short
three times including the Budget Session.

Tt is sad that we had to mourn the
deaths of many a great man of India,
Condolence mectings were held to mourn
the deaths of the Maharaia of Manipur,
K. Terrang, M. L. A, Chief Executive
Officer North Cachar and Mikir Hills
District Comcil, R. K. Choudhary, M. P,
a distinguished patriot, Yr. Meghnad Saha,
and

an eminent Siieuntist

cedueationist,
Acharva Narendra Dev, a great patriot,
and scholar and Shri G, ¥,

Mavalankar, the first Speaker of the Lok

educaticnist

Sabha. We had the opportunitics of
arranging  one lecture by Erick G,

Wickman an S. C. 1. worker from Sweeden

and another en Gandhian Ecenomy by
Dhirendra Mazumdar, President, Al India
We had to bid our

hearty farcwell to Prof. 5. M. Das, m. A,

Carva Seva Sangha.

32nd Issue, 1936

B. T., on his service.
The Annual College Week celebrations
the 8th 12th,

It wds a unique SULCESS..

reticement  from

were observed from
January, 1956.
But

long felt necds,

to

mention must be made of our
Much lhave been done,
to be done. We

had kept aside a considerable amount for

but much more remains

College badges in vur budget. But due
to practical dificultivs we have not vet

been able

to finish the task. Our sncee-

ssora must do whot we leave half-done,
That there should be a seperate building
for Boys® Common Romn is again undeni-
able,

the immediate sanction of an adeguate sum

Hall,
The present

We therefore press the Govt, for

fur the coustruction of a Union
cour most oulstanding need.
Union Hull ecould then Le used parlly as
our Boy’s Common Room and congestion
in the laborateries ean thiuly be relieved.
So we draw the attention of the autho-
ritics concerned to these and to the vari-
ous difficulties my colleagues shall hring
out in their respective report for iinmediate

removal,

SAILEN MEDHI

COTTONIAN
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Cultural Affairs s
THIS

grand sucecss
exhibition. We arranged a Cultural Sympo-
Prof. Abdul Malik, the

famous Assamese short story teller, Prof.

vear the College week was a

with an atlractive Art

sium  where

Jogesh Das, one of the well known story
writers, participated and S5jr. Sreeram

Chandra Das

Prof. Mohendra Borah graced the oecassion

a veteran literateur and
with their important talks on Assamese
Folk Literature and Modern

Poetry respectively. We had to our great

Assamese

pleasure and  proud  amid usg Principal

Hem Berosah and $jt, Durgeswar Sharmah
the College

on the two occassions of

Week,

We regret that the poor funds given
to the
the secretary to hold

Cultural Section does not enable

each and every
function though it is necessarv for the
cultivation of a true caltural spirit among
the students. Would the autbority loek
into this matter of primary concern re-
garding this cultural affajes 7

PRANAB KUMAR €OGOL

Debating & Symposium s
AMID  great
Debating and extempore speech passed off

enthusiam  this  vear

smoothly. T am really happy to say that
the girls are showing their best interest
both in debating and extempore speech
competition.

I hope the Cottenian will take their
best intercst in  acquiring the technigue
of the art of Debating.

SIIYAMA MEDHI

COTTONIAN

Tae Anncarn Rerorts

General Sports ¢

I am delighted to see the enhancing
enthusiasm of the Cottonisns in games and
sports,  This vear even broke the records

of the previeus year by introducing
swimming competition and new events. No
doubt, that the Annual Sports of the vear
suceess.  Our best College
atheletes joined the INTER COLLEGE
SPORTS FESTIVAL enthusiastically, and

success in some of the

was a unique

attained brilliant
events, If there had been any conveni-

Cottonjan

ence of regular practice the
atheletes could have made the best of
their chance in the Sports Festival. But

meagre fund
This fund

vistas

ITam really sorry for the
alloted for the sports’ section.
dees not allow us to

Open new

for the atheletes. I hope the authority
will take into aceount the difficultics we
are facing.

HARSITA DAS

Cricket

THE story of this year’s ericket in
the
final round, Assam Medical College how-

our college is a thrilling one. 1In
ever succeeded in carrving out the day
and we had the credit of being the ruoners
Mr. 5. Tripathy, showed his
in the the

Kshirod Baishya was zgain to

up. Capt.
utmost zeal organization of
team, Mr.
win the honour of being a member of the
state team in the Ranji Trophy Compe-
tition.

Mr. Kshirod Baishy and S. Tripathy

were proud winners of cricket blue and
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best cricketer tropby  of our College,
I am very thankf{ul to FProf. Mahanta

for his kind help and co-operation.

SUNIL DEB

Ladies’ Cnmmon Room :

THE present eondition of our Girls®
Common Room_ as I sce it, is still far
below the mark, and the equipmenls are
rather poor inspite of all the complaints
and requests jotted down in every annual
No doubt the great problem of

beyond but

since the number of girl students is inerea-

report.

financial deficit is escape,
sing by every new session, it is high time
for the College Authority to think over
our affairs more serionsly. I requests the
authority to increase the number of daily
newspapers, magazines and  equipments for
indoor pames. I do hope, in the coming
session, the Girls’ Common Boom will be

welcoming lots of improvements.

Apart from  the short comings and
many hardships of the Common Room, I
want to mention here, that girls’ are
showing quite a keen interest in the indoor
games ; as a matter of fact, each and
-every girl takes an active part in the

games throughout the whole year.

L. ROKIMI

Gymnasium, Rowing ete. :

THE Annual Gymnasium show and
competition was held on 16th January,

32nd Issue, 1956

Sudmersen  Hall under the
of Principal U, K. Datta.

The chow was highly appreciated by all.

1936

Presidentship

at the

The authority has been kind enough

to provide us with a Gymuasium  Clab

with few inplements, As a secy. of this
scetion I request the authority to equip
the club with more implements and to

invite famous gyvmnasts {or demonstration

of physical feats among the students.

This will help the new learner.

HEM CH. HANDIQUE

Tennis 3
TENNIS is

little amonnt of money

a very costly game. The
alloted for this
scetion devours the spirit of the Tennis
players.  Two courts for so many hundred
students are quite insuflicient. If the autho-
rity be pleased, the lawn court between
the two hard courts may be improved
the The

lavatory near the court is quite unhy-

for the benceflit of students.
genic and this should be removed in no
time and in its place a club house for
the players may be erccted.

The Annual Tennis Competition will
be held just after the vacation. I request
my friends to participate in the ensuing
Competition.

DEBAJIT BARUA

Boys Common Room :

IN my report I like to draw the atten.
tion of the authority to the long felt
needs of the students. A seperate Common
Room for the boysis a burning need. I

COTTONIAN
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request the :mlhnz'}i_.\ concerned for imine-
diate construction of a building which will
serve the purpose of our Ualon Society,
The present Sudmerson Hall is wsed as

a public Hall for a

season and as a resull students get linte

long period of the

scope to utilize it. The paucity of the
fund does not allow us to purchas: more
implements to o equip the common room.
This year a table Tennis DBoard md a
carrom have been provided.

I am very thankful to Prof. A. Ali for
his kind help and  guidence

during the

tenure of my oflice,

HARAKANTA PATVWARI

Social Service ;

THIS year the number of voluntcers
including the lady students who juined
the " Social full
enthusiasm have exceeded the roll of two
hundred. With the
of volunteers the activities have been alse

multiplied. At the very beginning of the

Service section  with

increase in nuwnber

session, one group of volunteers went to
Gerua to participate in. 5. C . camp for
constructing a junior hasic school huilding,
During  the

summer vacation

another
group under the leader-ship of Bhuban

Barua
Leprosy hospital at Umden.

participated in  constructing a
During the
College week celebration, our volunteers

rendered efficient service.

I am proud to say that our colloge
students irrespective of sex have chown
great enthusiasm in doing social services

despite of the great dificulties they have

COTTONIAN
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5 & 3 2 1 < . 1
T nuderao, Lins sanows wat we

aie in
understanding the importance

" . o 10 E
01 ru\‘liél SCIVIee wWhiiti makes

mea live as
SWARAT NATH

Hockey :

Hockev, the national game of India is
just budding in this remote corner of Tndia,
At the very budding stage the Cotton
College hockey team under the captainship

of Tikaram could

from the public as the best team plaving

Sarmah earn praises
with a spirit that game is to play, not 1o
win.

By the multiplication of activities and
with the poor amount sanctioned for this
section, the secretary finds much  difficulty
in carrying out the duties smoothly, To
do away with the difliculties, I hope the
college authority will pay proper attention

and help in improving the coditions.

NASHIR AHMED

Minor Games :

THE Scetion  of  the

Cotton College Union Soviety has establi-

Minor-Game

shed an enviable position, It has won
unique  distinction in the last two Univer-
sity  Inter College Sports FPestival by
annexing  the covetable trophies, both the

Badminton and Volleyball championships,

As in the former years the minor game
section has had to experience great difficul-
ties in orgamizing the Annual competitions
in Badminten, Volley & Tennikoit due to

the large number of competitors. Thanks,
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however 1o the whale hearted eo-operation
of the <ollragues in the Union, the func.
tion had Leen a orand suceess. I solicit

more lielp and co-operation  from  the
ladies in miner games.
Lastly, I Leg to suggest thal in order

to popnlarize the sporls, a convenient

and  consolidated playing ground
should be provided, and, in view of the
increasing number of competitors  the

fund at the disposal of the section should
be proportionately raised. I gratefully
acknowledge the help and guidance ofler-

ed by Profin-charge A K. Darta.
A, MATIN

Music s

I feel proud to say that the Music
Seetion of the Cotton College has already
built up a tradition. This is partly due
to the

ability of the cnthusiastic Cottonians,

unbounded zeal and organising

For the third consecutive year our
college team joined the luter College Music
Competition held at Shillong in December,
1035 and has won the much coveted laurel,
*The best team championship’ prive for the
thired consecutive year,

The the
college was leld in an atmospher of calm
delight, Prineipal U. K. Datta was in the
chair. votary of lIndian

classical Music Sri Goswami delighted the

Annual  Music Social of

A life long
audience by his  demonstration of

sDhrupad.’
2 peat and comprehensive ome, included

The programme which was
tribal music and dance, and a short dra-
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matic pecformance, Tam really thankful
to Prof. R, Sarma. for bis kind eo-opera-
tion and help in the management of the
music gection,

T wisk more funds at our dizpocal to
extend facilities for eouching in nusie to
our budding talents,

KAMAL DATTA
Football :

AS a secretary of the Football section
I like to the

college authority to the improvement of

draw attention of  the

the field. This field is going from bad to
worse. If no step is taken to improve
it, our players shall have to suffer great
loss. The club housze which is going tor
the rack and ruin should soon be repaired.
COur
reputation by winning severals trophies.
Mr, N. Ali and ™. Bhatta, the best foot-
ballers have caraed the glory by winuing

the foothall blue and best footballer trophy

College team iz earning enviable

respectively. I thank those who have exten-
ded their kind help and co-operation in my

affairs.

S. D, LASKAR
Anditor

The auditor shall submit a report, this
is only a tradition, and my report is not
based on factuals or on any experience T
have to undergo. This report is simply a
warnning to secretaries that they <hould
not laviskly spend their funds which have
been alloted hy the Exrceutive Committen
with a noble mission, The lavish expendi-
ture only proves the ineffeciency of the

officer in the management of offairs.

PHULESWAR DALEY
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Result,

Annual Fine Arts Competition

ES5AYS
Assamese Essay :
1st, Shyamabhadra Medhi
2nd, Apurba Barthakuria

3rd, Padma Bikash Bargohain
Judge—Dr. 3, N. Sarmah

English Fssay :

1st, Mira Kewalran

9nd, Shyamabhadra Medhi
3rd, H. Theick

Sarmah

Judge—Prof. A.
Bengali Essays 3
ist, Sujit Bose
92nd, Nitish Sarkar
Judge—Prof. 8. K.

SHORT STORILES

Assamese :

1et, Ramen Fhukan
9nd, Krishna Mohan Sarmah
3rd, Dugdha Nath Sarmah

English :
1st, Sujit Bose
2nd, H. D. Bopmey

3rd, Dugdba Nath Sarma
Judge—Prof. R. Shah

COTTONIAN

Bengali :
let, Sujit Bose
2nd, Nitish Sarkar
3rd, Chiraranjan Biswas
Judge-—-5. K. Sen
POEMS
Assamese :
1st, Nilinani Phookan
2nd, Nityananda Datra
3cd, Sushil Kumar Sarma
Judge—3jt. Biren Bhattacharyya
Bengali :
Ist, Miss Reba Dutta
9nd, Shahabuddin Ahmed
3rd, Padmabikazh Bargohain
Judge—Prol. D. €. Dutta
English :
1st, II. D. Ropmay
2nd, Mantoosh Mookherjee
3rd, Sujit Bose
Judge—Prof. D. C. Datta

RECITATIONS

English Recttation ;
1st, Tikaram Sarma
2nd, Mantoos Mookherjee
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Fine Arts CoMPETITION

3rd, Ramen Phookan
Judges—Profs. A, Sarma, A. Barua,
M. Borah, N. Barua.
Assamese Reeitation :
ist, Bayon Holder
2nd, Ramen Phookan
» Nitvananda Dutta
5y  DPadmabikash Bargohain
Judges—Profs. U. Lekharu, A, Barus,
AL Borah, X. Daroa.
Bengali Recitation :
1st, Ashoke Bose
2nd, Bayen lHobder
3rd, Dipti Guhaneogi
4th, Krishna Sarhar
Judges—f’mﬁ:. N, Barva, M. Borah,
A. DBarua. Al

Sarma

Hindi Recitution :
1st, Miss 3lira Kewairam
2nd, Satvanaratan
3rd, Bayan HHolder
Judges—DProfs. N. Barua, A, Barua,
T. TLekharu
Sanskrit Heeit~tion :
Ist, Apwiha DBorthakuria
Judges—trof. U, Lekhorn, Dr. M, Neog

In<tiumental USIC SELTION
Tabla :

Tat. Prafullas Chandra Kalita
SOl Pranabedh Juaddar
Judges——K . Changhalati, 8, Bavdolel,
J. Llas
Sitar :

Tet, Diss Arati Mazuika

3Znd Issus, 1956
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2nd, Sankar Dass
Judges—K. Changkakati, S. Bardoloi,
J. Dass,
Violin :
1st, Aradhana Puas
Judges—K. Changkakati_ S, Bardoloi,

J. Das
Khol :

1st, Dilan Nath
2nd, Nirmal Goswamni
Judges—K. Changkakati, J. Das,

5. Bardoloi
Dhal ¢

Yst, Chida Dus
2od, Phuleswar Doley
3rd, Dulan Nath )
Judges—P. Chaliha, Dr. AL Neog
VOCAL MUSIC SECTION
Kheyal :
Ist, Diptibhasan Guhanengi
2nd, krishoa Sarkar
5 Pranabesh Juadidlar
Judges M. Barua, J. Das,
MMemanga Biswas
Bhajan :
Iot, Diptibhusan Gulneogi
»  Shamsheed Riialida Begam
2nd,

3rd,

Pranabesh Juaddar
Hazarila
Judges—M Barua, J. Das,

Hemaonga Biswas

Kabita

Cazal -
Ist, Diptibhusan Uuh:uurugi
o Sbhhip Dardalad
2nd, Naren Das
3rd, ILabita Huizavika
Judges—3L Burua, J. Duas, 7L, Biswas

COTTONIAN
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Rabindra Sangeet :

1st, Miss Kabita Hazarika

2nd, Diptibhusan Guhancogi

3rd, Pranabesh Juaddar

' Judges—H. Biswas, T. Das

Bargeet -
1st, Miss Kabita Hazarika
2nd, Benoy Das
Judges—P. Chaliha, M. Neog

Modern Song :
1st, Shamsheed Khalida Begam
2nd, Apurba Das

3rd, Naren Das

Keabita Hazarika
Judge—M, Barua, T.

Das, H. Biswas
Bangeet
1st, Shamsheed Khalida Begum
2nd, Naren Das
3rd, Dwijen Goswami
Judges—Mukal Barva, Maheswar Neog,
| . T. Das
Dehbisar :
Ist, Binoy Das
9nd, Kumud Sarma
3rd, Khanin Das
Judges—M. Neog, P. Chaliha,
M. Barua
Bihugeet :
1st. Kabita Hazarika
2nd, Bhola Gogoi
drd, Rajani Sarma
Judges—M. Neog, P. Chaliha

Bianam :
Ist, Rajani Sarma
2nd, Benu Sarma

81d, Kabita Hazarika
Judges—P. Chaliha, M. Keog

COTTONIAN
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Tribal Song :
1st, Bisnu Brahma
2ud, Kabita Hazarika
3rd, Ram Charan Narjari
Judges—I. Biswas, P, Chaliha

DANCES
Muodern  Creative Dance :

Consolation Prize to Chida Tlas

GENERAL
Pencil Sketch :

Ist, Bayon Holder
Judge—Dr, Maheswar Neog

Water Colour :

lat, Miss Anjali Barua
2nd, Bayor Holder
Judge—Dr. Maheswar Neog
Photography :
1st, Rabin Barua
2nd, Dinesh Barua

3rd, Nitish Sarkar
Judge—Sri 8. N, Dey

Embrotdary :

lst, 5ri Rajen Ch. Das
2nd, Miss Mira Kewalram
Judge--Prof. K. Roy

General Memory Testing

1st, Tikaram Sarma
»~ Apurba Barthakur
2nd, Nirmal Choudhury
3rd, Hiren Dutta
Judges—Profs, M. Borah, R. Shah,

A, Jalil
Bestman in Fine Arls competition

Sri Sojit Bose
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The promising Culturists are blooming in the Cottonian fold

The Mirror of Our College
K. Baishya & S. Tripathi, the best
players, who dazsled the position

of eur College in Cricket

From left 1o right :
Khirod Baishya ( Cricket blue )

Satyanaravan Tripathi (Best Cricketer)

Sujit Bose,

Jestman in Fine Arts Competition




C(Hle CIDric[e or (Dllt QEQ[[ege

K. Sanowal & N. Barthakur, the best Athlets of our College are winning
glory jor the year 1956, in General Sports,

Kuladhar Sonowal,

Bestman in Muar’s Event,

Nirmala Barthakur,
Bestman in Lady's Event.




P]RP_. Pi”e}’; of the_ Co“ege_

BrivciNng Lavren To Ovr INsTITUTION

Football Section

Sitting : ( L.to R. )@ A Rahman { In-charge, Football ),

ol

D. Bhatta ( Best Foothaller ).
Standing ( L.to R. ) : N. Ali ( Football blue ).

S. D. Laskar ( Secy., Foothall ).
By courtesy of : Prof. A. Rahman,
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Annual General Sports, 195€

1. 10,000 metres Race :

1st Haragobinda Das
2nd Doyamoy Sarker
3rd Khirod Baisya
4th Tikaram Sarmab
5th Mohendra Baruah
6th Badan Baruah
2, 5000 metres Race

1st Haragobinda Das
2nd Mohendra Baruah
3rd Pijush Kanta Deb
4th Dinamoy Sarker

3. 1500 metres Ruace:
1st Haragobinda Das
20d Mohendra Baruah
3rd Sarat Patwary

4. 800 metres Race :

1st Mohendra Baruah
2nd Kuldhar Sonowal
3rd Sarat Patwary

5. 400 metres Race:
15t Kuladhar Sonowal
2ad Mohendra Baruah
3rd Ashutosh Ghosal
6, 200 metres Race:

15t Kuladhar Sonowal
9ad Ashutosh Ghosal

7. 200 metres Race (hurdies) :
1st Kuladhar Sonowal

3°nd Issue, 1956

2nd Padmeswar Buragohain
3rd Anil Das

8. 110 metres Race [hurdles)
1st Padmeswar Buragohain
2nd Kuladhar Sonowal

3rd Tikaram Sarmah

9, 100 metres Race :

1st Kuladhar Senowal
2nd Padmeswar Buragohain
drd Anil Das

10. Swimming :

1st Dayamoy Sarker

2o0d Sushil Kumar Sarma
3rd Rati Hazarika

4th Phuleswar Doley
Sth Hem Harl Chetia

11. Speed Cycle Race:

1st Mohendra Barua

2nd Haragobinda Das
3rd Dilip Dutta

4th Kumud Sarmah

12, Slow Cycle Race :

Ist Tarun Sarmah

13. Runnin'g broad jump :

1st Sura Ranjan Chatterjee
2nd Padmeswar Buragohain
3rd Dina Nath Deor
14, Hop step & jump:

Sura IRanjan Chaiterjee
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2nd Kuladhar Sopowal
3rd Dina Nath Deorl

15. High jump :

1st Kuladhar Sonowal
2nd A, Jangshi Aier

3rd Naba Kumar DBaraah
16. Polvault :

st Hem Chandra Handique
2nd Bijoy Kumar Sonowal
3rd Haragobinda Das
17, Juvelin Threw :

1st Kuladhar Sonowal
2Znd Lalpuliana Sailo

3rd Phulewar Doley

18, Discus Throw :

l:t Dumbarudhar Saikia
Ind Kuladhar Sonoewal
3rd Lalpuliana Sailo

19, Shet put:

1st Lalpuliana Sailo

2nd  Lalthunsfula Sailo
3rd Kuladbar Sonowal

20, Hemar Throw

1<t Dambarndhar Saikia

Zud, Padieswur Duragohain
LI O T RS- "

3rd xuladhar Sonowal

25

1st Lavam Sarmah
2ad pene Barua

3rd Prabin lIicka

23, Three {rgged Roce s

Ist MNaren i.:helkran’arty

s Darun Sarmiah

2nd Debajic Baruah

b, Girin Golain

COTTONIAN
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3rd Hem Handique
»»  Phuleswar Doley

23. Relay Race :

Ist (all 1st year class)
Padmewar Buragohain
Kuladhar Sonowal

Anil Das

Sura Rapjan Chatierjee

BL’S.’HI{U!— in IHC’N".S' cvent :

Kuladhar Songwal

{ FOR GIRLS)
I 2 mles walking Race :
Ist Kumar! Nirmala Bacthakur
2nd Nani Devi
3rd Patima J'\;.’lﬂdn‘::'m‘,
Ath Pratima Kanungos
2, 400 metres Race ;
lst Nirmala Darthakae
Ind Leena Das
3rd Pratima 1lanangce
3. 200 motres Rure :
1:t Nirmala Darthakur
Ind Pratima Ruavangoe
3rd Leena Das
4. 180 metres Reee
st Pravimn Wanangoe
2nd Nirmala Darthalor
3cdd leena  Das
50 89 nretres (lardles J Hace :
st Ieela Bhuvan
2nd Pratina K onanay

9,1 L v o .
drd Pratima Nanaunvoe

=

I il "
Laatanice  pvace

1st Nirmala Barthakuor
2ud Nant Devi

S
Fratupa hunangee

32ad Issue,
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7. Sack Race :

Ist Pratima Kanangoe
2nd Krishna Sarkar
3rd Nirmala Barthakur

8. Three legged Race :

1st Nirmala Barthakur
» Pratima Kanangoe
2nd Kabita Hazarika
. Krishna Sarkar
3rd Leena Das

.» Leela Bhuyan

9. Relay Race :

(all 1st year class )
lst Kabita Hazarika
2nd Pratima Kanangoe
3rd Leela Bhuyan
4th Krishna Sarkar

10.  Running broad jump :

Ist Leena Das
2nd Nirmala Barthakur

3rd Pratima Kanangoc

11. Javelin Throw :

Ist Pratima Kanangoe
2nd Pritima Kanangoe
3rd Nirmala Barthakur

12.  Discuss Throw:
Ist Leena Das

2nd Nirmala Barthakur
3rd L. Nora

13, Shot put :

Ist Leena Das

2nd Pratima Kanangoe
3rd Nirmala Barthakur

14. Arrow shoting :
Ist Chhingi

‘2nd Pratima Kanangoe
3rd L. Nora

.32nd Issue, 1956

15. Music Chair :

Ist Leena Das

2nd Lecla Bhuyan

3rd Kabita Hazarika

16.  Tag of war ( Executive ) :
Winner—New Executive

17. Tag of war ( Pref.):
Winner—Profs. of Science Departments
18.  Prof. Race :

1st Prof. J. Pajkhowa

2nd Prof. D). Mahanta

3rd Prof. B. Das

19. Volunteers Race:

1st Sunil Deb

2nd Tara Kanta Patwary
3rd Ramesh Deka

20. Manials Race :

1st Aftab
2nd C. Deka
3rd Bikram Mali

21. Go as you like :

1st Biren Das
9nd Swarnalata Datta

Bestman in Lady’s event :

Nirmala Barthakur

Ramani Barua,

Champion in Table Tennis

COTTONIAN
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1. Weight lifting :

1<t M. K. Sinch

2nd H. Handique

3rd M. Rahman & B. Kakati
2. Chest Expandin:.::

1=t D. S, Gohain

I2nd M. Rahman

3rd N, Khbogendra Singh
3. Ground LExercise :

1st Mozibur Rahman
2nd N, Khogendra Singh
Jrd  Banamali Jakati

4. Parellel Bur -

Ist M. Raliman

nd D, oo Gohain

5. Musele Controlling :
15t D. S, Gohain

2nd N. K. Singh

3rd B. Kakati

0. DBest Body :
1st D. S. Gohain
2nd B. Kakati
3rd N, K. Singh
7. Skipping :

1st Bovan Haldar
2nd P. Day

3rd N. K. Singh

Bestman in Gymnasium Competttion :
Dimbeswar Borgohain

Dimbeswar Borgohain,

Destman in Physical Culture.
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“Tales of a Grandfather from Assam”™—Translated by Mrs. Aruna Devi Mookherjee from
the Original Assamese ~Kakadewa aru Natilora”™ by L. N, Bezbarual.

' ALLS of 2 Grandfather from Assam’

is a collection of thirty-three folk-
tales translated fnto English from Assamese
by Aruna Devi Mukherjee.  The illustra-
These

stories were originally collected in Assamese

tions are also done by heraelfl

Lakshminath
a book called

Aruna

by her illustrigns father
Bezbarua, and done into
tKakadeata arn Natilora® by him.
Mukherjee has done well by presenting

them 1in wider reading
publie, and she has done the trunslation

The get-up of the book

English to a

admirably  well,
is attraetive, and the printing too.
Ic s

when the
goe country naturally finds itself nearer to

our common knowledge that
barrier of language dissolves,
another, and it is more #0in the ease of
folk-tales and other fulk-ereation, since the
appeal they have. by its very nature, is
bound o be universal, It is

imagination that works in the different

the same

procesies  of the human  mind, thoungh
separated by distanees, and ir is this an-
animity of imaginative creation  that
invents a world of ‘pleasant illogicality’,
as Tagore used to say, and invests it with
simple themes of animals usiog human
language, gianls super-impesing themselves
on men, and human beings tossed about,

this way or that, on the chess-board of life.

32nd Issue, 1956

Every mnation has its own folktales ; it

is often found that thev reszemble one
another, of course mainly in their hroad
outlines, but the details that are woven
into them are bound to be individual and
characteristic of the soil in  which they
thrive and grow. There are instances often
of Enghsh fRlussian, Chinese, Indian and
consider-

Japanese fulk-tales  possessing

abie areas of agreement so far as the
taeme element {s concerned ; they differ
of details and the

astonished

only in the wealth

spirit of environment. [ was
to find a striking  rescmblance between
the story ‘Kon and Men' in “Tales of a
Grandfather from Assam’ with a Russian
story called -The Muzhik and the Bear,’
In the first, it is two brothers trying to
deceive one another while in the Jatter it
ie a buman being that iries to deceive
an animal, bat the process of deception
15 the same. In their surronndings and
much distinctly
And

due to

inspiration, one s as

Assamese 25 the orther is RQuassianp.

why itisso ? It must be sither
the fact that they must have a common
source, or it might be that they travelled
from one country to the other, or hecause

folk-imagination is of a pattern, since the

pattern that constituted life in those
times was onc and the same,

.COTTONIAN
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Folk-tales symbolic
significance. It is evident in Aruna Mukher.
jee’s ‘Tales of a Grandfather.” Almost all

of them are rich in their symbolic expre-

always have a

ssion and suggestive power. One of the
inevitable things that is suggested in the
‘tales,” as in the folktales almost of other
countries too, is the ultimate triumph of
good over evil, justice over injustice, virtue
however

the

over vice, insurmountakle the

difficulties on fiest
“The Story of a Sanyasi,’
*The King and the Barber,” *The Old man
and his five sons,” ‘Kon and Mon,’ “The
two princes,’” all these enact a grand
principle of life, the world they poriray
is a world of fantasy, but the principle

way might ar

appear to be.

of life they enact is one of deep reality
that overshadows injustice with justice,
with Light. The
invariably a sly
Tu “The King and
the Barber,” the barber with all his cunn-
ing js outwitted whereas in ‘The King's
son and the Jackal,” it is the

and conquers darkness
barher in folk-tales is

creature as the fox is.

fox that
outwits the prince and in both the cases
it is the sence of justice that leads to
these inevitable conclusions, In *The Wise

REVIEWER's CoRNER

Ol Man,” ‘The Stork and the Brahmin,’
there are moral lessons richer than sermons;
they not only inspire but also ennoble,
The world of folk-tales is verv often
than not a world of wonder, of giants, of
goblins and spirits | the giant is generally
crucl, and he is a malign force out to
disturb life  and happiness. In
‘The Giant Astrologer,” *The Giant Teacher’
“The Six friends and a Giantess,” the giant
is invariably outwitted and ultimately his
purpose is suceessfully foiled.

moves on his magic

human

The Giant
pipe in “The Giant
Teacher,” aus he does on magic carpets in
folk-tales of some other countries and this
possibly shows the longing of the ancient
man to econguer time The
fox, the
elephant, the owl and the eagle in “Tales
of a Grapdfather,” all talk, and

and space,

animals in folk-tales talk ; the

human
beings in distress are helped out of trying
circumstances by their gallant assistance.
There are romantic folk-tales like ‘Nomal
aud Sonpahi,’ ‘The Dumb princess,” *The
princess with thirty-two lucky signs’ in
the book

charm, *

also ; they have their own

HEM BARUA

——— -

*Broadcast from the Calcutta Stativn af the All India Radio

COTTONIAN
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HYSTERTA OFF THE AKREYNA,
IORIZON »

Wil
PEACE LOOMS AT TIE
?“*z“ﬁ‘{@ URING the veur under review,
W ;-\\'\%- S

Mok

$

certain momenlons f](‘\'f‘!f)[)ll'if.‘]ltﬁ
HpE
3l 1 .
s g have taken place in the [oter-
yu-a‘i‘-’-ﬂo‘-’:ﬂil

Facae

national field whieh have broudht
world nearer

The

serics  of

the  prospect  of peare

Soviet  Union,

Lold

international

than ever it
has  taken a2

Spe'(‘lzu‘ul.lr maves  to

was.
and
LTS

tension and to make the call of neace

irresistible wven to 1thnse who il the nther

day thought only in terms of ware The
visit of the Sosiet leaders to L. K. the
dissolutinn  of  the Comwminlorm, the

pnormali-iez of the relations with Yogoslavia

and the recent decision of the V.S58, to
reduce  doer armed forees  are fFome
amony these. The fTect of these moves

an the U. S, foreign policy thouzh not yot
profoand, issignificant.  Even leaders like
Mr. Pules are begining to believe in the
peaceful intentions of the Soviet Union.
That the Soviet Foreign Puolicy has deep
roote in the domestic situations is amply
proved by the recent denuneiation in the
<country of the cult of personalily represen-
ted by J. V. Stalin, The

gossibility of a peaceful solution

faith in the

of the

32nd Issue, 1256

internatinnal problems has also found exjpres
ssion  in the recent utterences of president
Eizenhaower. Ve Eisenhower's contethutions
to world peace are now widely recognized.
His exit from the politival scene, threa-
tened by recurrent iluess, would be a

serivis loss for the cause of world peace,
Inspite of these favourable developments
there are =0dl a number of dangerens spots
in the W
Korea. Todo-China, Malaya, Formosa, Ioasl-
the Middle 1Za~t. The

foundation lor stable world peace will truly

international scene. refer to

mir, and Africa anid

be laid when these dangerous spots are
climinated and the problew of colonializm
is auarly  and satislactorily solved.
Talkiog of cobonialism ear turns to the
Bandung Conlerence. The Couterene: the

first of its kind in the history of the world

rings  the death knell of colorialism,
The colunial  powers  are  seimed  wiih
the mortad fear of their fmminent  death,

angd they are imposing mditary  pacts, to
division

kirep
Dark 2= these deeds

create  tension, instability  aud

among  the Asian  nation<.  to
themerlves in power.
are, they ouly portend the break of the
dawn of huaman freedom. Tha

recent  Conference of the Afre-Asian
Studerts in Banduny has cowme as a logcal

dawn—the

COTTONIAN
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the

Conlerence that preveded i, By reiterating

complement  to historie Dan lang
faith in eco-existence, the Bandung Cunfe-

reace of sindents kas taken upon jtself
the responshility of aclieving world peace
that truly belongs te the sounger gene-
ration.

Release of Cevlon from the clat hes

of conzervatism i also in the fitne,- of
things, promising healthier relations with

her neighbours,
INSIDI INDBIA
Ilcre in India, the publication of the

report of the 8. R. C

congiderable

was followed by
unrest and commotion, All
these are to be deeply deplored.  Inilia i3
engaged in the colossal task of national
The first Five Year plan

with its many iinperfeciions and lapses has

reconsiruction,

definitelv made many contributions to the

nationz! welfare, The Second Five Year
Flan is now on the start of its run. In
such a crucial juncture, the energics of
nations cannat be wasted in domestic feuds
and bickeiinzs. For the present unhappy
turns of events our leaders must also share
the resposibility, Their pare in the states
reorganisation isene has heen morked by
indecisions  and hesitations. Todia hes
already carned the csteem of the worll by
the role

shn has

plaved in the inter
national aflairs, Tt will be a matter of

sotrow 1f domestic  situatinns  reveal
tendancics which are conuter to the India
lnfly’

sphere.

ASSAM—A LAND OF PROBLIEMS :

professions in  the international

So far Ascam is comecrned the verdiet

of the 5. R. C. must be considered as gene-

LCOTTONIAN

Nores By Tur Esiton
rally sati-factory.  Regret, no doubt, will
be fel for the failure of the eommission
to recogaise the validity of Assam’s claim
vn Coach Behar and Manipur, Ouw the other
liand, there will be a feeling  of thanks
giving for the summary rejection of West
Beng:l in her unjust chim on Goalpara.

Thea

in the Naga THl: has come as another

outbreak of a violeat movement

major headaclie to the nativa,  The maove-

ment, at the time of this review is showing

gigns of wearing down.  For this, our
the
prople who lhave on the whols refused ta

he earvied away by the unrealistic demands

congratulation=

are  due  to N;tg:‘l

for Naga independence. W, however, feel
that
the

as the Prime Mivister hias also done,

Nagr problem s esseutially  a

political problem. The grievances of the
Naga people must  be with
sympathy and cire and the provisions of
the sixth

examined

schedale of tiie  constitution
should be reviced if necessary to o nreet
the hill people’s legitimate demands for
a fuller measure of antonomy.  The Naga
problem muat speedily  and satizfactorily
bLe solved.

The euntire resources and enermies of

the state must be mobilised for the golu-

tion of other pressiay problems.  One
canant heln admitting that the Second
Uive Year plan has drssapowumted the

peaple of Assam by  not due

tnportance to the long standing need for

giving

indu~trialisation.

Not 4 single
major  industry has been planned in
the public sector. Nothing has been

promised for the solution of the transport
bottleneck has

bold on the state’s of cconomic progress,

which heen a strangle
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Without rapid industrialisation the people
of Assam will never taste the traits of

economic progress.

THE BUDDIIA LIVES AGAIN:

Considering the present movemcat of

the whee!l of Time, When the world
appears as a chuarascuro of hope and
fear, and of doubt and faith, tae
celebrattoa  of the Buddha Jovani 1 a
significant  event of this century., The
ritual of the celebration of the 2300:iL
birthdiy of The Buddha may not be
umportant ;3 but it 1s stzntficant 3 because
it bas brought The Buddba of eternty

Buddua lives
}_H:L, but

The

again, not &y 4 hero of the

to the limuts of time,

as a moral force guuding the future.

This ha» been indicated by the eveuts
leading fiom Geneva to Bandung, from
the Kremhin to the White Hall
vocabulary  of Buddha

accepted 1n the poltical thought of this

LEven

the has  Deen

age, Let us hope that the Dharma
Chakra o7 the Buddha has

translated by Dr. Iihys Davids  as

N
been
the

Luniversal

which

“royal charot wheel of  an
empire of truth or nighteousness™ be set

rolling once more.

ENCOURAGING RESULTS BY OUR
1, Sc. STUDENTS.

The prestige of our college has gone
high up by the resulis of our intermediate

Science students m this year.  Our college

71

Las sceured seven places out of the {irst ten,
~—first, second, fourth, fifth, sixth seve-
nth and ninth. Morrover, four students of
our College have secured highest marks in
Mathematics, 1sysiecs, (hemistry and
Botany. Over & above that, the percentage
of pass in Gauhati is the highest of all
being compared to

3T o University’s

11-79,, We congrarulate the student on

their grand success,
Tills COTTONIAN :

The Editorrial Board s really sorry

to note that the collection of articles

stwdents  fell short
this We
request the students to contribute more
editine of The

The paucity of the fand is

contributed by the

of onr  expretation  in year,

arncles for siu~factory
Cottoniwm
another  difliculty which prevented us
fromumiradacing many new and essential

We

ranetion A larger amount so as to meet

features, request the nuthority to

the needs of the students, Inspite of
all these d:fficulties the Editorial Board
mahe The Cottoman the high-.
hiht of the College We
fir surcessful
m altaning the desired goal, The Editor
is gratful to thosc who have
their hilp  and Co-operation 1

bringinz ont The Cottonian 1o hght. A

tried 1o
Union. donot
know how we have heen
extended

kiud

few prmting mistek:s might have crepe
in here .nd there, tie Lditor apologises.
for this.

The End
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