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Socialistic
Pattern
of

Society

A Theoretical Study

m this
explain

article we propose to
what the Socialistic
Pattern of Society means.
This balated effort may appear
rather unnecessary because so
many things have already
been written and spoken about it
during the last two or three years.
But anybody who has an acquain-
tance with the literature on the
subject will realize that an analyti-
cal study is still needed.
Socialistic Pattern of Society may
either mean socialism of some varie-
ty or a modification of some of the
varieties. It cannot, however, be
something quite different from
socialism. Therefore a proper under-
standing of its meaning will require
a comparative study of socialism on
the one hand, and of the Socialistic
Pattern of Society on the other.

Prof. R. K Das,

M. A.(CAL) LL. B. M.SC LONDON,

(ECON.)

A comparative study has to be
started with a discussion on socia-
lism. The doctrine of socialism
springs from historical materialism.
The essence of historical materia-
lism is economic determinism i, e.
everything is determined economi-
cally. Man is a mere marionette
in the hands of Economic Provi-
dence. The history of the society
is a history of class-struggles—a
contest between the exploiters and
the exploited. The theory of exploi-
tation rests upon the theory of
surplus value. The surplus value
is the difference between the value
created by the labourers and the
value received by them. This differ-
ence can be appropriated by the
capitalists by virtue of their owning
the means of production. The cor-
rollary is that an end of exploita-



tion requires the socialisation of
all means of production. The capi-
talists are not expected to surrender
them wilfully. Therefore a violent
revolution to overthrov7 them s
considered essential. But a revolu-
tion is only a means to an end.
Even as a means it is not a com-
lete process. It will not usher in
the new society as envisaged under
socialism. There will be a tranei-
tional period. During the transition
the reactionary capitalist elements
will remain active to baffle the
socialist programme unless they are
liguidated to the end. Thus arises
the need for a transitional dictator-
ship the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat. This transitional instru-
ment will secure the collective
control of the means of production
and also a wide expansion of the
state activities so that the path is
well paved for the inauguration
of a communist society—a society
where each will work according
to ability and get according to
need.

The transition may be a lengthy
process and the precise forms of
transition may vary from country
to country. But there are certain
features which must be regarded
as essential. The dictatorship of the
proletariat charged with the res-
ponsibility of liquidating the capi-
talists is the first feature. The
second is the existence of private
and semi-socialist sectors of produ-
ction along with the purely socia-
list sector; and a tendency of the
socialist sector to expand gradually

at the expense of the other two.
The third feature of the transition
is the taking over of the “comman-
ding heights” of industries, basic
and large-scale enterprises, com-
merce, transport and finance. Thus
we describe the Marxian socialism
also known as Scientific Socialism
or Communism. But there are other
varieties of Socialism as well.

The Evolutionary or Democratic
Socialism is distinguished from the
Scientific Socialism in this that the
theory of class war and the need
for a violent revolution have been
discarded. According to Bernstein,
the most distinguished amongst the
democratic socialists,! “ a greater
security and a lasting success lie
in a steady advance rather than
the possibility of a catastrophic
crash

Syndicalism is another variety
of socialism. It also accepts the
Marxian doctrines of class war
and surplus value, distrusts parlia-
mentary action and attempts to
overthrow the capitalist regime by
direct action in the shape of sabo-
tage and general strikes. Syndi-
calism regards the state as a con-
spiracy of the rich against the
poor. The Syndicalists consider
society as an association of produ-
cers. They visualize a society com-
posed of a loose federation of trade
unions which functions as a social
agency for cultural and ecoiiomic
welbeing of the community of pro-
ducers. Syndicalist Society is a
highly decentralized system in
which the individual worker has the
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mopportunity of making creative
contribution to the service of the
society.

Guild socialism, still another
variety, supports the socialist con-
demnation of capitalism. It also
distrusts the state, but does not
abolish it. Ownership of the prin-
cipal means of production is to be
transferred to the community.

Guild or self-governing associa-
tion of workers exercise substan-
tial control over finance, production
and distribution in respect of a
particular industry. Under this
system local guilds form regional
guilds by the election of delegates
to the latter, and representatives
of the regional guilds constitute
the National Guild Congress which
plan and coordinate the entire
economic system.

Thus we find that socialism of
any variety is essentially humani-
tarian. The doctrines of socialism
are based on three basic postulates.
The first postulate lays it down
that the purpose of all economic
activities is the promotion of human
welfare. The promotion of human
welfare is a deliberate aim; and a
deliberate aim requires a deliberate
action. Thus a planned society is
contemplated instead of a blind
reliance on laissez faire. The second
postulate lays it down that the
promotion of human welfare depe-
nds upon a sufficiency of goods,
services and leisure. This postulate
suggests that promotion of welfare
to the desired extent is not possible
unless scarcity is eradicated from
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the society. The eradication of scar*
city thus becomes one of the im-
portant imperatives. The third post-
ulate is about the equality of indivi-
duals. It has been asserted that all
men have equal rights. From this
follow the ideals of equality
and fraternity. These ideals were
not unknown to the pre-socialist
philosophers, but they slipped away
from the grasp of the bourgeoisie
society during the course of its
development. The distinction be-
tween the propertied and the pro-
pertyless stood as a mighty barrier
against the realization of these
ideals. Socialism for the first time
promised to transform them into
a living reality.

With this background of know-
ledge about socialism let us study
the contents of the Socialistic Pat-
tern of Society and examine whether
it is identical with any of these
varieties or a modification of any
of them.

The contents of the Socialistic
Pattern were faithfully summarized
by Shriman Narayan in a pamphlet
published in April, 1955. It had
been laid down that *“ The basic
objective of a Socialistic Pattern of
society would be the establishment
of a social and economic order,
based on equality of opportunity;
on social, economic and political
justice ”. The society as envisaged
in these words is expected to be
a society where the ideals of equa-
lity will find fruitful realization.
But such a society js unthinkable
without eradicating the scarcity of



goods, services and leisure. This
led to another objective- the obje-
ctive of speeding up production.’
The contents of the Socialistic Pat-
tern contained that * Systematic
attempts are to be made to increase
and speed up total production of
wealth in the country These sys-
tematic attempts may not be possi-
ble under the regime of laissez
faire. The private entrepreneurs
working on profit-motive may not
be keen enough to increase produc-
tion in the socially desirable direc-
tion and to the optimum extent.
Thus the mechanism of planning
under state management and control
is called forth. The contents of the
Socialistic Pattern of society
include a desire that “ The state
shall own or effectively control
the principal means of production
and material resources of the com-
munity in the interest of the nation”.
The same has been restated in
the chapter on Socialistic Pattern
and Industrialization. It has been
said that "In order to promote
greater economic justice and equali-
ty it would be necessary to revolu-
tionize the existing system of mana-
gement in the private sector”. More
has been added in a less ambi-
guous language in anothe”™ para-
graph: “In a Socialistic Pattern of
Society the means of production
will be under social ownership or
control. The public sector there-
fore will play a progressively grea-
ter part, more particularly in the
establishment of basic industries.
The private sector...... . will, how-

ever, continue....... . While allowing
legitimate freedom and intitiative
to the private sector, the state will
exercise strategic controls over the
private sector for safeguarding the
larger interests of the nation. ”
But yet scarcity may not be
completely eradicated, and so long
scarcity persists as a lingering
phenomenon, it will not be possible
to establish a society where each
will work according to capacity
and get according to need. Then,
what should be the method of
distribution during the period of
scarcity which, it is hoped, will
be eradicated in the long run. Now
let us see whether there is any
hint of a solution of this problem’
in the contents of the Socialistic
Pattern. In fact, this aspect has
not been ignored. It has been laid
down that “There should be equita-
ble distribution of the national
wealth, and the existing economic
disparities are to be reduced to the
minimum ”. For this purpose vio-
lent methods have not however
been prescribed. It has been said
that “Such a transformation of
Social and economic order must
be brought about through peaceful
and democratic methods”. No relian-
ce is placed on the violent type of
revolution. Thanks to the teachings
of Gandhiji, violence does not domi-
nate Indian political and economic
climate. Whatever is to be achieved
is sought to be achieved through
a democratic and constitutional pro-
cedure. Parliamentary procedure is
held with deep respect. There is
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no basic distrust of the state. Rather
the unity and solidarity of the
state is earnestly desired in order
to further the wunity of India the
lack of which was always evident
in the past and expresses itself so-
metimes even in the present. There
is however one contradictory cur-
rent of thought. It is the thought
of decentralization. It had been
asserted that “The Socialistic Pat-
tern of society shall organize econo-
mic system in such a manner that
it does not result in the concentra-
tion of wealth and means of produc-
tion to the common detriment of
all It has also been said that
“ A Socialistic Pattern of society
would necessitate a bold decentrali-
zation of economic and political
power in the form of Village Pan-
chayets and the organisation of
small and cottage industries on a
very wide scale ” The desirability
of these provisions regarding decen-
tralization is not doubted, but in
the existing circumstances, parti-
cularly in the face of a necessary
centralization in an era of planning
it may not be a practicable policy.

In conclusion it may be remarked
that it is not identical with Scien-
tific Socialism because the theory
of class war, the reliance on a
violent revolution and the instru-
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ments of transitional dictatorship
have been deliberately rejected. It
is not Syndicalism because it does
not accept the doctrine of class
war, nor does it condemn the state
as a conspiracy of the rich against
the poor. Besides, Socialistic Pat-
tern of Society has not been con-
sidered, as in Syndicalism as a
federation of many trade unions.
It is not even Guild Socialism
because production under Socialistic
Pattern is not desired to be organi-
sed on the basis of self-governing-
guilds.. What is it, then? s ife
Democratic Socialism ? Here the
answer is substantially in the affir-
mative. As in Democratic Socialism,
the theory of class war and the
need for a violent revolution have
been rejected. The primacy of econo-
mic factors has been accepted bub
other factors—ethical, Social and
intellectual—have been recognised.
Some syndicalist thought especially
the thought o7 decentralization,
has however entered into the con-
cept of the Socialistic Pattern. A
great influence of Keynesian philo-
sophy is also evident. The emphasis
on the goal of full employment,
on public works programme, and
on monetory policy, particularly
on the method of deficit financing,
provides the unmistakable proof.



Madan Prasad Bezbaruah
3rd year Arts

‘Buried was the bloody hatchet;
Buried was the dreadful war-olub;
Buried were alll warlike weapons
There was peace among the nations...’

The high priests of humanity
may ‘sing at full throated ease’ t;he
song of the good old days, but the
philosopher, in interpreting this
from historical view point finds
his sword swinging round in his
hand and showing its other edge.
Nowhere in history, in no century
was there peace worth the name.
And the silvery linings here and
there can safely be attributed to
the life-long zeal of some of the
illustrious monarchs of the woi-Id.
That humanity in man has never
been able to outgrow the animality
in him is the reason which keeps
the idea of peace a ‘will of o’ the
-wisp’ most of the time. The che-

guered history of human civiliza-
tion tells no other tale. For it is
very often overlooked that peace
is not the mere absence of war
and that peace may be locking
even before raging canon balls
destroy it. And though it may not
always be fittting and justified to
regard the primitive life as a life
of ‘homo homini lupus’ (war of
all against all) this has to be ad-
mitted that the ‘survival of the
fittest’ theory was constantly under-
mining the inherent unity of social
existence. This is grim realism
and no wild allegory. ‘War is
surrounded with glamour’ Russell
may very well be quoted here, ‘by
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tradition, by Homer and the Old
Testament, by early education, by
elaborate myths as to the impor-
tance of the issue invented, by the
heroism and self sacrifice which
these nyths call out In this rom-
ance of war, Machiavelli’s ‘Prince’
becomes the emblem of all the
fighting princes of the world. But
in the long corridor of history he
will not walk alone.

Even without overlooking the
fact that the motive of war, or
war itself had remained dominant
in world politics from the earliest
times, it will be really going too
far to say with any definiteness
that the past history of mankind
is only the bloody record of in-
numerable wars. In ancient times,
not only the real was idealized
but these legendary wars sought
to realize the Ideal. Apart from
that, there were golden chapters
in history of human civilization
when war—drums throbb’d no
longer’ and when Jesus, Moham-
med, Buddha, Oonfucious, Lao—Tse
and many others did sow the seed
of peace in the more fertile field-
human heart. Humanity actually
reaped the benefit. Humanity’s
unabated and undiluted struggle for
peace had been anyway rewarded
from time to time. No better des-
cription of this has been given
than by Milton.

“Peace hath her victories
No less renowned than war”

Here is the only hope for hum-
anity. But lo ! peace remains a
distant Utopia all the time. For
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the development of a strong fellow
feeling, of fraternal appreciation,
of other peoples’ ideas and value,
is yet to take place. Nor does the
wolf dwell with the lamb and the
leopard lie down with the Kkind,
as was recorded in the old Testa-
ment. The period of peace, as des-
cribed by the same scripture when
“the people shall beat their sword
into ploughshares, and their spears,
into runnig brooks” and when, is
far off as it was centuries before.
Perhaps it is good that we take
up the cry of peace and of peaceful
co-existence; perhaps it is a self
delusion. No one can say, none is
certain.

But one thing is certain. Indi-
vidual peace and international
amity both reacts upon each other.
None can be tranquil with th©
other one tottering on the edge of
violence. No longer it is merely
the outcome of animal instinct or
greed. Still there is no denying
the fact that the causes of war
are more deep rooted in individual
heart and habits than is generally
assumed to be. Russell correctly
draws the conclusion that war
‘springs from an impulse, rather
than from a calculation of the ad-
vantage to be derived’. Not very
infrequently this reduces the voice
for suppression of war to mere
childish babbling. Russell states
his theory of war in this way
there are, in ordinary times some
bellicose people. They are happy
over any possibility of war. Gene-
rally they are not vey much suppor-



ted by the bulk of the population.
But when, due to some reasons or
other war seems imminent, ‘a war-
lever seizes hold of the people and
those who were already bellicose
find themselves enthusiastically
supported by all but an insignifi-
cant minority’. This insignificant
minority works in every country,
at all times against war, if not for
peace. But unfortunately they are
always minority and insignificant.
While attributing the cause of war
to the animality implanted in man,
Russell certainly takes the wise
course. He, however, pays scanty
attention to the national heritage
which influences war. For, to cite
only one instance, modern Germa-
ny was built tipon the principle
of blood and iron, India was not.
Imperialism was never the creed
of India, nor was aggressivsness.
Wi ith France or Germany it was.
To return to the theory of war
again, this seems obvious that the
impulses which excite war-fever
in a nation are different from those
which make some men bellicose in
ordinary times. France and the
French people, for instance had
fallen very easy prey to the charms
of bygone days and foreign glory.
And they readily rallied round the
banner of any autocrat who (jould
lead them successfully to battles
abroad. And more often than not
wars were waged with the slightest
pretext. This firmly establishes
the fact that international
rivalry has always been a potent

cause of war, even though the
cause of that rivalry would differ
like anything from country to coun-
try. Economic and political
rivalry leads more prominently
to cold war. And expanding econ-
omy, with economic power capable
of controlling foreign market, may
be a sign of national economic
progress, but may be a constant
danger to peace as well. Decen-
tralized economy is unquestiona-
bly a prerequisite of world peace.
The great Gandhite Dr. J.O. Kuma-
rappa puts it beautifully “When
you need to control your raw ma-
terials and control your markets
you can’t do that without bombs”.
Inspite of bitter controversy, it
cannot but be admitted that modern
scientific developments along with
the clamour for control has added
to the tension of an excited world
in this century. Kumarappa gives
a beautiful description of the situa-
tion. One hundred years ago, when
England and other countries had
horse economy there was no global
war. But that has gone away to coal
economy, a reservoir economy,
which developed violence and then
came along another reservoir motive
force-Oil or petrol. It has not been
abundant—however. Result was
that the powers had a political
feast in middle—east. This scrable
is still going on and the peace of
the world still hangs on a thin
cord. The statesman can do any-
thing but help themselves and the
scientists can but shed solitary
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tears. That modern scientific inven-
tions, placing one power in a better
position than another produces war
fever among cations, is unfortuna-
tely the result of the lack of time
and consideration of the scientists
and technicians and most consu-
mers of their discoveries, to under-
stand the philosophical basis of
science. Aldons Huxley will surely
find many supporters when he says
that progressive science is one of
the causative factors involved in
the progressive decline of liberty
and progressive centralization of
power which have occurred during
the twentieth century. He blames
not the scientists. Yet it is not
quite intelligible how he would
account for the absence of peace
even in the stone age and of the
absence of liberty in the true sense
of the term.

Experience of the ages has
further revealed too aptly that
internal security and economic equ-
ality—the two facets of true demo-
cracy—are the most effective condi-
tions of peace. The whole problem
is entangled with problems offered
by the feeling of nationalism. It is
not the national sentiment but its
perversion that creates international
conflict. Perversion of national
sentiment leads to economic imper-
ialism. The nation-state yearns to
be strong, it seeks securty from
attack and the problem of arma-
ments and strategic frontiers creeps
in. And dazzled by the brilliance
of national glamour men plunge
into mercantilist ventures. The
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twentieth century picture of interna-
tional relations explains nothing
else. ‘The conflict over Morocco,
the scramble for Africa, the fight
for the spoils of Manchuria, OQil
in the Mexico and the Middle East,
iron in the Lorraine, Egypt as the
gateway of the East™— are only
examples of perverted national sen-
timent finding expression in search
for economic power. To gc back
further in history, what the rela-
tions between France and Germany,
between Japan and China, between
Poland and Lithuania,between Hun-
gary and Rumania, to mention only
a few, can suggest ? Capitalism
cannot certainly be the panacea
here, for, says Laski it “becomes
imperialism by the very logic of
its being; and the recessary out-
come of imperialism is always con-
flict.” Democracy, based on econo-
mic equality can go a long way
in preventing the ‘perversion of
national sentiment to the maintenan-
ce in power of a wealthy class,
which again may find an outlet
in imperialist tendencies, though
the idea is quite behind the times.

Economic security is likewise
very essential to avoid constant
conflicts. People consider economic
security more valuable than liberty.
History may glorify instances of
men who care not dying for liberty.
But a man will prize two morsels
of food high above his liberty
when it is a life and death
question for him. Really, in the
present horror of insecurity and
unemployment men would not hesi-



tate to choose security if given the
arlternative between liberty and
security. Such things did really
happen in history. Thousands of
free peasants thronged about the
palaces of landlords for protection
in exchange of their lands in those
years which witnessed the final
disruption of the Roman Empire.
But that was only the beginning,
not the end. The oppression of the
authorities approached for protec-
tion soon became so untolerable
that the enslaved people were bound
to be at cross purposes with them
—resulting in horrible conflicts.
But modern warfare is not
merely old wine in a new battle.
It has changed so much that no
longer is it glorious to die for
one’s country. There is no great
feat of arms to mask the universal
brutality and sufferings. The last
two wars show wus that in the
anxiety for victory the powers
found no cruelty too horrible to
commit, no sacrifice too great to
demand. These worthy generaliza-
tions are of peoples living in those
days who now realize ‘how shame-
ful was the cruelty, how vain the
sacrifice'. ‘They write in the old
days that it is sweet and fitting
to die for one’s country’, Heming-
way reflects on the next war ; ‘but
in modern war there is nothing
sweet nor fitting in your dying.
You will die like a dog for no
g-ood reasons.” The barbarity and
brutality shown in the last two
global wars have exposed too
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ruthlessly the myths that glorified
wars in the past.

Cannot we avoid the abyss in
front of us ? Cannot we achieva
the cherished dream of world
unity ? When a single change in
Wall treet can influence the
mode of life in Burmah or in the
Balkans, when East and West are
approaching this idea of interna-
tional amity can no longer remain
a will— O —the wisp. Not out of
fear or of speculation of economic
gain, but with the burning zeal
for the recon struction of hunianity,
should the nations rally round the
banner of peace. To the teachings
and principles of Christ, St. Paul,
Buddha, Mahatma, Lao—Tse nat-
ions should not merely pay lip-ser-
vice. It is time to work, itis time
to realize before civilzation degrades
further. Such warnings come from
none other tham Nobel Peace prize
winner—Lester Pearson “The time
has come for us to make a move
not only from strength but from
wisdom and confidence in ourselvesj
to concentrate on the possibilities
of agreement.” The main defect
with the purely national novements
is the fear of danger from without.
India, with the toroh of peace in
her hand, joined by all in words,
but by practicalhy none in deed,

had to run the risk of war more
who

than once. Those therefore,
wish to live in a better world
most co-operate with all and

mnst bring them nearer.
This is not inpossible. None with
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any knowledge of philosophy can
deny the wunderlying unity of
humanity. Race colour and civili-

zation are no barriers to the
meeting of the twin. Truly the
philosophers point out that the

Greeks who looked with awe and
admiration upon the peaks of
Olympus had shared the same
feelings as the Indians who medi-
tated in the valleys of the Hima-
lays and looked upon their eternal
snows. There is no fundamental
difference between men all over
the world. The only difference is
in the approach to the fundamental
problem. To take an example ;in
India the emphasis of philosophy
is more on the inner experience of
man—his inner reality. In Greece
the philosophic importance is put
mainly on untderstanding the
nature of the world—man’ place
in the outer world. In China—
another country with immense
contribution to early civilization,—
philosophers bother not very much
about man’s inner or external
reality but eccentuates the study
of man in relation to his fellows.
These facts are fascinating, for the
ultimate reality with which philo-
sophy is concerned is thus encir-
cled by a mystic halo which differ
according to the temparament of
the people. But one thing is certain.
There is a unity of purposes be-
hind this apparent diversity.
Erasmus once spoke those ever true
words ‘whenever you encounter
truth, look upon it as Christianity’.

COTTONIAN

Even from the turmoil of twen-
tieth century politics Gandhiji
came out successful with his
‘charkha’. It is the emblem of
peace and self-sufficiency. Right
from the breakfast table we can
begin our struggle—non-violent. It
may be said that we may better
roll the stone of Sisyphus than
hope for success with non-violence
and Satyagraha in this world of
sputniks. Alas ! the world has not
another Gandhi. Satyagraha can
be effective not through any change
of heart, but because it is meant
to be so. It is a gift of the orient,
but deliberately and cautiously

adopted it has more fertile fields
to grow in the Occident. The
Germans of the Ruhr and the

Palatinate resorted to Satyagraha
against Prance in 1923 and though
finally it broke down, the tremen-
dous enthusiasm— ethical and
organizational re-displayed therein
proves that ‘a western people more
thoroughly indoctrinated with mili-
tarism than any other’was perfect-
ly capable of Satyagaha.

Napoleon once uttered those
remarkable words ‘if they want
peace, nations should avoid the
pinpricks that precede cannon
shots’. The diplomatic hurly burly
over trifling matters must go if
peace is to be preserved at all. It
is highly significant that people
speak of war to end all wars, not
always of peace to end war. There
is a challenge to the thinkers and
philosophers who dedicate their
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lives to the reconstruction of huma-
nity. They must act, to speak after
the manner of some philosophers,
as bridges when all bridges are
down, between the two worlds and
between the partial and the com-
plimentary truths buried under the
warring philosophies,. If peace is

to be established, men must learn
to be noble without sacrificing
kindness ; to be firm in own faith,
without closing the door to truth,
to be moved forward by the zeal
of noble deeds without being pre-
judicial to those against the purpose.
Then will be peace in this world.

PLAJNjNSD £Co jN\b jY

THAT a visit to the pawnbroker may actually
be a profitable transaction was proved by the young

Irishman who walked

into a London pawnshop,

pawned a valuable camera and went across to the
other counter to buy a wedding ring.

The next day he returned with his bride, pawned
the ring, redeemed the camera, went outside and
photographed her in her wedding dress.

Two hours later the couple came back, pawned
the camera and the wedding dress, then departed on

their honeymoon.

—Benjamin Oarr in evitrybody's, London.
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Winner of the '"“Best Table Tennis Team” in the
All Assam Inter College Sports Festival.

| ———; *C——-1iS...
Miss iSlizara Borkgkati,
‘Best Lady Athlete' of the=

year.
From L. tc R. (si'ting) :Prof A. Hnssain, Principal
H. Goswami. Mr- A. H. Choudhury. Secy.
Starding (L-to R.) : P. Chaagkakoti, B. Lahkar,
J. Eoruah.
Ehargab Ohovdhi.ry, Darpa Bora,

(LtvWhn Tennis Champion) (Best lonj distance runner of the year).



Jlakikm inatk

Dr. Maheswar Neog

lezbaroa is the most outstanding

personality in modern Assa-

mese literature. Almost all
literary men during the last half
century looked upon him as the
master, and considered him as a
sort of guiding star. This over-all
influence of his, of course, began
to diminish even towards the last
few years of his life, and has
suffered much since after his death.
Nc longer do the literary men of
to-day say: ‘Others abide our
question, thou art free !

Let me go here, a little back
into the early decades of modern
Assamese literature. The Burmese
wars at the beginning of the last
century dealt a serious blow on
Assam’s man-power, and no less on
its glorious traditions and intellec-
tual resources. These devastating
invasions of the Burmese ended
with annexation of Assam into
British  territories in India. It
almost came like a veritable deluge.
Primarily, Assam found herself in
political bondage. But another set-
back of a much more vital nature
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followed in the form of the ousting
of the native tongue from the
schools and law courts of the State
in the year 1836. Thirty-six years
elapsed before the Assamese langu-
age could be restored to its rightful
place mainly through the efforts
of the Baptists from America, (who
saw very clearly that they could
not propagate their faith unless
through Assamese ) and Ananda-
ram Dhekiyal Phukan, who felt that
much of the energy of teacher and
young students was wasted upon
an inequal fight with a foreign
tongue, and in a small treatise
proved that Assamese could serve
as a very powerful medium of ex-
pression of even scientific and philo-
sophical thought.

Tee missionary zeal of the Bap-
tists effected a rejuvenation of the
Assamese language. They ran a
periodical, published grammars,
compiled a dictionary, and produced
a whole gamut of Ohristan litera-
ture. Gunabhiram Barua and Hem-
chadra Barua started, beside their
individual achievements in history.
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T/iography, travelog-ae, essay and
lexicon, new journals, which really
ushered in modern Assamese langu-
age and literature in all their for-
midability. Lakshminath Bezbaroa
drank deep at the fountain of this
modern pioneer literature, and cut
out a novel stream of his own.
Lakshminath was bornin 1868
on the Lakshmi-purnima day in a
boat on the Brahmaputra at a place
called Ahataguri. And he seems
to have inherited the very strength
of this riv9r. His father was a
Munsiff, and was then moving under
orders of transfer to Barpeta.
Lakshminath enjoyed his childhood
in several important towns of Assam.
At Barpeta his heart reverberated
with the prayer services chanted
by the Vaishnavas in the famous
kirtana-ghar, once set up by the
great poet-saint, Madhavadeva, in
the sixteenth century. He took child
like pleasure in loitering about in
the streets of Tezpur, said to have
been city of the Puranic king, Bana-
sura. He enjoyed the sylvan beauty
of the small town of North Lakhim-
pur. It is there that his child-like
curiosity sought delight in the
mingling of pigments done by a
local maker of earthen images, who
presented him with an earth-made
Instrument of music. It is here,
again, that the true dramatist in
Lakshminath and exponent of Vai-

shnava religion and literature
took a very Kkeen interest
in attending bhaonas, dramatic

performances by the monks from
the Vaishnava establishments in
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the Majuli island on the Brahma-
putra. The future story-teller’s ima-
gination took flight when as a child
he listened with rapt attention to
granma’s tales of tigers and foxes
that could exchange thoughts like
human beings, and of ghosts and
spirits.

Lakshminath passed his high
school days at Sibsagar, which had
been the place of the Bezbaroa, the
royal physicians of the old Ahom
court. He now and then thrust
upon his schoolboy routine at school
and the rigid rituals that had to
be observed by a Brahman boy, a
sort of wildness—swimming in the
river Dikhau, laying waste other
peoples flower-gardens and robbing
trees belonging to all and sundry
of their fruits. This precocious
youth would often steal away from
his playmates and pore over time-
soiled folios of old religious manu-
scripts. As an Extra Assistant
Commissioner, Dinanath Bezbaroa,
Lakshminath’s father, was looked
upon with awe and admiration by
all around him. As a deeply devout
man, he was also a leader of society.
He encouraged education, and was
instrumental in establishing several
schools at different places and a
Balyashrama at Sibsagar. He used
to read out and explain to children
passages from the Bhagavadgita
and the Bhagavata-purana. Thus
under the able guidance of his own
father and the benign influence of
a congenjal atmosphere, Lakshmi-
nath was innerly preparing for his
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future career as the leading literary
man of his age.

Having passed the Entrance Exa-
mination in 1880 and securing a
Government scholarship, he read
successively in the Ripon, City and
Assembly Colleges in Calcutta. His
College career was rather indiffe-
rent. He, however, graduated in
Arts in 1890, and was offered the
post of an Extra Assistant Commi-
ssioner, which he was only too
glad to decline.

When Bezbaroa was a student
of the Third Year Class, he got
the opportunity of reading English
literature widely, and this influ-
enced him a gread deal. A new
light, as it were, was focussed upon
his crystal-like mind, and the light
suffered total reflection. Some of
his compatriots, then students like
him in Calcutta, had the same
experience. They all reacted in the
same manner, and felt the need for
doing something for their own
language and literature, which were
still very far away from the high-
ways and byways of modern lite-
rary movements. This was a sort
of insular patriotism, which boiled
in these youthful hearts at the
impact of foreign influence, and
forged itself into a definite national
programme in the field of literature.
An Assamese Language Upliftment
Society, Assamiya Bhasar Unnati-
sadbini Sabha, was brought into
being in Calcutta in August 1888,
and the following year saw the
birth of an Assamese journal, Jona-
ki, published from the same city.
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This year 1189 goes down in
the history of Assam’ literature
as 1798 did in the literary history
of England. That year Bezbaroa
took seiiously to literature, and
began exercising his pen in several
typical forms of literature at a time.
The pioneers of this new literary
movement in Assamese, including
Bezbaroa, his friends, Chandra-
kumar Agarwala and Hemohandra
Goswami, sought inspiration espe-
cially in the romantric poetry of
England’s early 19th century. They
enunciated their programme at the
very beginning, and kept close to
them. And in no other persons
were the ideals of the movement
better fulfilled, as Dr. Banikanta
Kakati pointed out, ttian in
Lakshminath Bezbaroa.

When Bezbaroa came back to
Calcutta to study Law and for the
M.A. Degree, he did not succeed
in doing anything tangible in either
direction. He, however, succeeded in
opening two new fronts of his life’s
Eight during that slack season of
his student career. His friendship
with two young men of the Jora-
sanko Tagore family ultimately
resulted in his marriage with
Prajnasundari Devi of that illus-
trious family of Bengal against all
opposition of people at home.
Secondly, his acquaintance with
Bholanath, the Assamese merchant
in Calcutta developed into a close
tie, and produced in him a strong
business craze. Bezbaroa entered
into timber business, first in part-
nership with Bholanath Barua, and
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*with another concern, and finally
on an indeperdent scale at Sambal-
pur in Orissa, where he stayed till
the last stage of his life. He
picked up the axe in right earnest,
but never forgot to wield the pen.
Though he could not grind the
former very well at times, the
other was all the more facile.
The JONAKI was now long dead,
but it revived like the legendary
phoenix in another form, the
BANHI, in 1909. This new monthly
journal, edited by Bezbaroa, con-
tinued the traditions of the defunct
Jonaki, produced teams of young
‘writers and poets, to whom he
was the literary master. He has
been variously called Sahitya-rathi,
Sahitya-samrat and Rasaraja. And
he was literally the director of
Assamese literature specially since
after the first publication of the
BANHI. Whenever doubtful points
in matters of language or literature,
culture or religion arose, people
looked up to him for proper direc-
tives ; and although some might
not agree with his verdict, what
he said almost always carried the
day. This was true even to the
last few years of his life, when
writing was getting to be a rare
habit with him. He was elected
president of the seventh plenary
session of the Assam Sahitya Sabha,
and was presented with an address
of honour by the literary men of
the State in the Sabha,’s Sibsagar
session in 1930—a rare honour. One
of his songs, ‘O mor aponar des’,
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which was originally written in
a lighter in vein, was adopted for
use as national anthem in Assam
till after the attainment of Indian
independence. When he passed
away on the banks of the Brahma-
putra at Dibrugarh in 1938, the
entire Assamese people were in
tears to lose one of the mightiest

.sons of the Brahmaputra.

Bezbaroa’s contributions to
Assamese literature are manifold.
He was a poet, story-teller, nove-
list, critic an essayist, all rolled
into one.

I do not claim that Bezbaroa
ranked very high as a poet. But
hei is one of the leaders of the
modern literary movement starting
in Assam in ths last decades of
the nineteenth century, which move-
Kient was essentially  poetical.
Secondly, if his poetical compo-
sitions with an artistic finish are
few and far between, the few fine
ones must be printed in gold.
Very often, as he makes the con-
fession, he did not mean becoming
Si poet, and scribbled verses with
an indifferent mind indeed. He
was one of the creators, if not
the creator, of the artificial or lite-
rary ballad in Assamese. He was
also quite successful as a parodist
and satirist in verse, and wrote
a number of what are known as
conventional verses.

H9 was a pioneer as a story
teller too, and belonged to that
transitional period of our literary
history when grandma’s tales were
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iDeing gradually transformed into
the modern short-story. All the
same, he was an excellent and
charming story teller, and re-tells
many old fairy-tales, and marrates
new ones to reflect realistically
the tempo of life in Assam’ towns
and villages. A German Journalist
happened to have tp write to me
for help in getting English renering
of a few Assamess short-stories
for a story anthology in German.
He immensely appreciated the
artistic perfection of Bezabaroa’s
«tory, ‘Bhandari’, as read in Dr.
B. K. Barua’s English tranelation
in his P. E. N monograph, whereas
the German Journalist expressed
doubts about, and gave strong
criticism of, some of onr young
short-storyists. | do not know if
Kalmer is an acknowledged autho-
rity in literary criticism, but |
cite this only to show how the
cameo-like picture of Assamese life
as painted by Bezbaroa appealed
to an educated person in a distant
part of the globe.

Bezabaroa gave us only one
Padum Kuwari, with its backgr-
ound of the uprising of the Kamrup
people against Ahom sovereignty
under the leadership of Haradatta
and Viradatta. This piece of histo-
rical fiction does not, of course,
present a broad canvas, and affords
but little scope for the development
of the requisite partsof a novel.
But one can scarcely forget the
few pen-pictures, like that of Vira-

datta, which are done with light
strokes of humour.
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Of his historical dramas, the
best, JAYMATI KUMARI, has been
reproduced-on the screen ; the other
two, GHAKPADHVAJASIMHA and
BELIMAR, are both histories as
well as dramas. His farces possess
fine wit, subtle humour and often
light satire of these, LITIKAI, his
first serious literary production,
boils boisterous with nonsensical
humour.

His biographies of Sankaradeva
and Madhavadeva, along with his
occasional discourses on the pages
of the BANHI and other jogrnals,
throw an immense flood of light
upon Vaishnavism and the Vaishna-
va literature of Assam. In this
connection Bezbaroa’s services are
really great in value. He had
through this class of his writings
opened up the path for scientific
study of Assam Vaishnavism and,
for that matter, the central strains
of Assam’s culture.

One of the great qualities of
Bezbaroa’s writings is his humour.
Under the pseudonym. Kripabar
Barbarua, Bezbaroa laid bare the-
idiosyncrasies of individuals, of
society, and even of the Assamese
people as awhole. Endowed with
Swiftian virility, he provides us with
a hearty laugh. Incisive and pun-
gent, his criticism is large-hearted
and never bitter. It is pure and,
often, boisterous body-laughter, and

is not the outward expression of
intellectual disturbance within.

Another main characeteristic of
Bezbaroa’s is his inimitable literary
style. If the literary belief that
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style is the “nan is true, we get
Bezabaroa cqgnspicuously before us
in his style and language—healthy
in body and mind, aggressive yet
loveable in nature, standing before
the world like an undsiunfed Her-
cules full of confidence and faith
in life, and rendering a significance
to things that he touches.

The iimost outstanding feature,
perhaps, of Bezbaroa’s literary
career is his innate ahd sometimes
even inordinate love for his
language and his native land called
Assam. It is to his great credit
that he fought many single-handed
battles against the onslaughts of
people, who attempted to set
Assamese language and culture at
nought. Much of his literary energy,
in fact, was spent on this front,
but he came out always victorious
at the end. It is for this reason
that he was considered as a natioaal
hero by the Aesamese. To-day we
no longer have to labour for esta-
blishing our identity or war against
petty-midded slighters of our cul-
ture. And we must be grateful to
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Bezbaroa for this quiet atmosphere
in which we can march abreast
with other linguistic and cultural
units of India. To those who are-
innocent of any knowledge of stra-
tegic situation in which Bezbaroa
applied his literary missiles on
other people, he may look like a
chauvinist and provincialist. But
no cultured person with a
pride in their glorious traditions
can remain inanimate when the
sacred name of their forefathers
is called in question. India is cultu-
rally like a strong and variegated
carpet, the very beauty and streng-
th of which depends wupon the
variety of the composite differences
of texture. You cannot try to
beautify the carpet by taking away
its multi-coloured yarn.

We do to-day recall the name of
Lakshminath Bezbarua in affec-
tionate and grateful remembrance
of his life-long labour and devo-
tion to the cause of Assam?’ litera-
ture and culture, which have
grately enriched our heritage.
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fN a world so full of avoidable
and unavoidable misfortunes, of
illness, psychological tangles, of
struggle, poverty, cold war and ill-
will, a man or woman must fight
for his or her happiness. Except
in very few cases happiness does
not drop into the mouth like a ripe
fruit by the mere operation of
fortunate circumstances- It is a
paradox to find that a man with
a moderate income, charming wife
and children, good health and
education does not very often
become happy. So a constant effort
is needed for the conquest of happi-
ness. It is rather an achievement
than a gift of the gods, and both
inward and outward efforts are
needed for this achievement. To
gain happines, itis of great impor-
tance to know the causes of
unhapiness. To make a scientific
investigation on the subject it is
better to take help of some autho-
rity on the subject. Bertrand Russell
is recognised as one o f,the leading
minds of the modern world. He
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\ ~hIK(
TO ~NAPPYETT

Prof. Jyotidhar Rajkhowa, M. Sc.

has put the causes of unhappiness
in the following order (a) Byronic
Unhapiness (b> The spirit of compe-
tition (c) Boredom and excitement
(d) Fatique () Envy (f) The sense
sin (g) Persecution mania (h) Pear
of public opinion.

It is said that Lord Byron tasted
all the flowers of the earth except
the queen whom he could not and
his mother whom he should not.
He did not believe much in the sex
morality and he had in him a
touch of Narcissism which made
him very unhappy. In a rich society
very often it is seen that the capa-
city for feeling love is completly
dried up in women and it is re-
placed by a powerful desire that
all men should love them. When
a woman of this kind is sure that
a man loves her, she has no further
interest for him. When pride and
vanity are carried to such an extent,
there cannot be any interest in
other persons and no satisfaction
can be derived from love. The man
who ia only interested in himself
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is not admirable, and he is not
loved by others. The man who is
self centred is like the lunatic
who thinks he is the Emperor
of the world. Some people
like Byron and Mr. Joeseph Wood
Krutch of America can not show
any logical ground IOr their un-
happiness. The writer of Ecclesi-
astes is unhappy because—

“‘The rivers run into the sea ;
yet the sea is not full
There is no new thing under the
sun
is no remembrance of
former things.
I hated all my labour which |1
had taken under the sun :
Because | should have it upto
the man that shall be after me’.

Even after making due allow-
ances for the poetic truth, any
reasonable man can see the stupi-
dity of the argument. Oertainlj’
the writer did not know about
sky scrapers, aeroplanes, wirelesjj
and about rockets circulating the
moon. His other reasons of getting
unhappy are equally baseless. Al-
though sadness is the origin of all
great works, yet it is not desirable
to invent it to spoil our hapiness.
In such cases of unhappiness due
to some unbalanced mental condi-
tions, perhaps the best thing to do
is to form some mutual admiration
society, as was done by tne Brow-
ning couple. Occasionally wo crave
for a refuge from the cold blasts
of sad feelings. In this world of
cold war, hatred and keen com-

There
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petition the human desire is to
love somebody and to be loved and
admired by somebody. Love is a
source of happiness, a weapon to
kill the ego that makes a man
self-centred. We can pity a man
who has tasted all the flowers of
the earth and never loved any
flower. A man who has never
seen the purple-headed mountain,
the river running by and the mor-
ning and the sun-set that light up

the sky, with the companion of
a woman he loves, is asad man.
To feel like a bit of unwanted

furniture in this wide world is very
difficult and sad indeed.

In this world people struggle
so hard not becuse they are poor
and hungry but becuase they just
want to outshine others. There is
nothing which does not yield to
frenzy but only it fuses the man
aswe saw in 'The Rocking Horse
winner.” Very often people become
successful in their efforts to earn
more money, but in this spirit of
competition they are always in a
state of strain. This strain can be
compared with that ofa man who
is running a hundred-yards race,
of course itis true to some extent
that money is sweeter than honey
and brighter than the sun, and
without money nothing can be done.
It is true specially in America,
where a man’s ability is judged
by the amount af money he earns.
In such a capitalistic structure of
society people become self-centred
and they get the feeling of impor-
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taucs from tha amount of money
they accumulate. Money is a good
servant but a bad master and it
makes a man restless It never
dawns upon the mother and daugh-
ters of a sad businessman that he
is only a victim of their extreme
greed- A man who makes a lot of
money is thought to be a clever
fellow and a man who does not is
thought to be useless. It is therfore
natural that people enter into a
competition and in the long run
ruin their healths. Competition is
good to a certain extent butwhen
it is pushed beyond the Ilimit it
produces a strain and an ‘exa-
mination fever’and it also poisons
our leisure time. After all money
cannot be as valuable as happi-
ness itself.

Many people cannot enjoy a
holiday, because they are bored with
idleness- They become unhappy,
for they do not have sufficient excite-
ment- Some women like to see a
Boxing match, and in Assam
women were full of excitement
when they saw Dara Singh
fighting ‘Super Man’ for the first
time. Of course men were no
exceptions. We all like thrills,
adventures and excitements. These
things bring happiness to our minds.
When people have nothing much
to do they pick quarrels with
neighbours and even invite cold
wars to get rid of boredom. Bore-
dom is a vital problem for us. A
certain power of enduring boredom
is essential to a happy life. Even
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the best novels contajin boring
passages. When we have nothing
to do in the evening, we generally
go to an evening club in search
of excitements. People sit around
a card table and play a game on
bridge. But in their excitem'int
specially when they face defeat,
they accuse their partners and us©
all sorts of foul language which
they regret afterwards. In their
excitement they forget the very
fundamental code of decency and
behaviour. Like the sexual pleasures
without love, these excitements
leave them tired, disgusted and
unsatisfied. People should gotoa
club or to somebody’s house in
order to derive some happiness or
pleasure and not to match their
wits or intelligence with other
people. Gambling does not make
a man happy but it leaves a man
feeling dissatisfied, hungry and
dusty.

Fatigue is a kind of mental fri-
ction. It is not revolution but
friction that destroys a machine.
Fatigue is always associated with
worries. Men take their business
worries to bed with them, and in
the hours of night when they can
not solve a problem, are disturbed
by had dreams. The midnight
madness clings about them even in
the morning and clouds their judge-
ment- It is necessary that we should
cultivate an orderly mind, which
thinks about a matter adequately
at the proper time rather than ina-
dequtely at all tim«s. When a
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<3ifficult situation arises, we should
scollect all the necessary data to
take a final decision, and having
made the decision, we should not
revise it unless some new fa(;ts
<ome to mind. Indecision is fatal
and brings unhappiness. We should
try to decrease the importance of
our source of worry. After all
whether we solve our problems or
not, the universe would remain
much the same in either case. Even
a mother forgets her dead son.
Our works are not so important as
-we haturally suppose. Our success
mx failures can effect very ftsw
people. In the face of a misfortune,
we should consider seriously the
worst that may nebppen to us and
we should be prepared for it. After
all life cannot punish us beyond
death and death is the ultimate end
of everybody and everything on the
earth. Worry is a from of fear
and fear grows worse by not being
looked at. So itis better that we
concentrate our attention to the very
source of fear and become very
familiar with it.

Envy is the basis of democracy,
because men are not born equal,
and yet they want equal social
status and political freedom. Even
great people like Leibniz and Huy-
ghens were jealous of Newton.
They wanted to prove that Newton
was a mad man. A jealous man
does not be come happy. The great
generals of our time envy Napoleon,
~nd Napoleon envied Oaesar and
Caesar envied Alexander, and even
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Alexander according, to Russell
envied Hercules, who never existed.
The habit of thinking in terms of
comparisons is a fatal one. |If
this habit it allowed to grow in
us e our  beautiful wives will
become very ugly looking, our
flower gardens will become deserts,
our love affairs will become very
foolish preoccupations. Envy is
promoted by miisfortunes in child-
hood. If a boy feels that his
brother or sister is preferred before
himself, he becomes very jealous
and when he grows up he looks
for further social injustices and
finds them or invents them. In
order to cure such a man it is
better to give him a good reputa-
tion. If he does not realise that he
is a fine fellow he becomes un-
happy and a source of danger.
Capitalism cannot root out Commu-
nism, because the majority of the
people are poor and are jealous of
the rich. So the golden mean to
make everyone happy is toform a
Socialistic pattern of society.

Long ago Shakespeare observed
that there is nothing absolutely
good or bad, only thinking make
them so. Generally speaking a man
does not repent his antisocial acti-
vities unless he is found out. When
his secrets are about to be disco-
vered he feels his conscience speak-
ing to him. ‘The sense of sin is
especially prominent at moments
when the conscious:will is weaken-
ed by fatigue, illness, by drink
and by other such causes’. Men
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must not believe one thing at one
moment and another at another.
They should not be swayed by
their moods. When a man is strong,
healthy and vigorous he generally
takes a correct insight of a prob-
lem but the reverse is not true.
In the realm of sex the early moral
teachings do harm to aman. The
feeling of oedipus complex develops
due to bad teaching of sex mora-
lity in the childhood. Sin is not
associated with the sex organs,
and a woman is not degraded by
sex desires. Sinis associated with
violence, hatred, cruelty towards
wives and children, harshness to
employees, and sharp practices in
business, etc.

Some people always imagine
that other people are waiting for
their chances to kill them, to impri-
son them or to do harm to them.
Such people who suffer from a
persecution mania become very un-
happy. Of course very often itis
seen that people cannot resist the
temptation of spreading foul things
about other people, even about
their friends. This happens in idle
and malicious gossips. Very often
it does not occur to us that we
cannot expect others to think
better of us than we -think of them.
The thought that other people are
waiting to do us harm is in most of
the cases, an imaginary one. This
persecution mania which makes us
so very unhappy is deeply rooted
n a high estimation of our own
merits. It is far from the truth that
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other people take so mueh intereab
in us to discuss our private affairs.
If we find that others do not rate
our abilities as highly as we do»
we can not be too sure that other
people are mistaken. The realisa-
tion is painful but after facing the

truth We can gain happiness by
constant efforts to improve us-

A politician should not ingore
public - opinion because the voice
of the people is the voice of
God. But in many cases public
opinion does harm to those who
are much afraid of it. According
to Russal public opinion is like a
barking dog and is more tyrannical
towards those who fear it. He
wrote, ‘if you show that you are
afraid of them, you give promise
of good hunting, whereas if you
show indifference, they begin to
doubt their own power and there*
fore tend to leave you alone.” But
on the other hand if we do not
care for public opinion we shall
have to face the consequences.
Galileo and Kepler had ‘dangerous
thoughts’and they we re considered
to be anti-social elements and were
therefore prosecuted. To become
happy one should respect public
opinion only to avoid starvation

and to keep oneself out of the
prison.

Gandhiji said that a man who
follows the path of truth and non-
violence will not come to grief.
But it is difficult to know what is
good and what Is bad. Shakes-
peare painted the death of Oinna,
the poet as comic and described

23



the deaths of Oaeser, Brutus and
Cassius as very tragic. It is diffi-
cult to know how Kunti, Draupadi,
Ahalya, and other such young
worpen of Mahabharata kept their
reputation as ‘satis’ Perhaps the
terms ‘good’ and ‘bad’are relative
eones and depend on the structure
of society. In this atomic age a
man of scienc3 .seems to be happy
Taecause people praise an Einstein
mwithout understanding anything
about his research. On the other
hand when the public cannot imder-
stand a poem or a picture, they
call it bad. It appears that to attain
Tiappiness a man should cultivate
good hobbies. He should have a
zest to learn something, he should
develop an affection or fellow-
feeling. A happy man looks after
his family and he loves his work.
To become happy it is better that
m\e develop some impersonal inte-
rests and believe in the doctrine
of resignation.

A reseach scholar requires a
hobby when he arrives at a moment
of dead-lock. He derives a sort
of consolation at the moment when
he canngt make any further pro-
gress. Painting, gardening, hunting
fishing, sailing, writing, and even
practising type-writing in the spare
time are good habbies both for
pleasure and profit.

The more things a m»n is inte-
rested in, the more opportunities
for happiness he has, and less he
is at the mercy of circumstances
Tjecause if he loses one thing he
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can M1 back upon another. When
a man is full of zest, he goes to
climb a mountain even at the risk
of his life. If a woman is not
interested in men, she is, interested
in nothing, except in a certain kind
of correct behaviour. Lack of in-
terest in their fallow creatures
cannot be a virtue to give them
happiness. ‘Human nature is so
constructed that it gives affection
most readly to those who seem
least to demand it.” We human
beings do not live only for ourse-
lves, we live also for others. It
is better that we live and let others
live. But if a man wants to pur-
chase affection, he will have only
ingratitude and will be disillusion-
ed. Affection is too valuable a
thing to be purchased. Lack of
affection produces a sense of
insecurity in us. The very zest of
life goes away for the lack of
affection. There are politicians who
had misfortunes in their childhood,
and they invite wars to take
revenge on the world. Women
tend to love men for their charac-
ter while men tend to love women
for their appearance. In their blind
affections for their children, women
becom.e very possessive by nature.
This possessiveness has strained
the relations between the mother-
in-law and the daughter-in-law in
our society. Some young ladies
extract the vitality from one victim
after another and while they pros-
per and grow more beautiful, those
upon whose love they live grow
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pale and dim and dull. These men
and women cannot be happy
tecause there is something funda-
mentally wrong in their character.

When men and women have
children, they do so not from a
sense of public duty, but because
they believe that children will add
to their happiness. The urge to
have children is very powerful

in a women. So a man or a
woman who is capable
of some great achievement can

remain unmarried, but for men and
women without any exceptional
gifts marriage is the only solution
to get happiness, because when
we die we leave a part of us to
continue our activities in the world.
Our parents love us only because

we are their children and not for
other reasons.

Great artists and great men of
science do work which is in itself
delightful; while doing it they
secure the respect of other people
and so they also secure a power
over men’s thoughts and feelings.
A man who is ashamed of his work
cannot achieve self respect. The
production of satisfactory children
is a difficult work, but it gives a
profound satisfaction. Every man

who has acquired some skill enjoys
exercising it. Work is a great

preventive of boredom.
Those who care much for their
work are also in danger of falling
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into fanaticism. They can remem-
bar things only about their works
and they tend to forget the rest
of the world. In their zest to attain
more success Presidents of some
countries speak ill of other countries
and thereby they spread hatred
and invite war. Such people should
have some impersonal interest of
life. Tolstoy was awarded the
military cross, but as he was very
busy with a game of chess,,
he forget to accept itin the court.
A man whose mind mirrors the
world becomes as great as the
world itself. Sometimes it becomes
necessary to turn our thoughts into-
new channels by taking impersonal
interests in other things.

In this world, we are not bound
to win, but we are bound to be
true to the light which we bear. The
man whose sense of regination is
based X)n unconquerable hopes does
not become unhappy. We can only
work but cannot always demand
success from our efforts- According
to Gita, a wise man is not affected
either by his success or failure,
and he does not mourn either for
the living or for the dead. For
grief and death are unavoidable
and must be expected. Of all the
religions of the world, the religion
of love is the best one, for it gives
a permanent happiness toa man.
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~ANNELE’and ‘The Blue Elird’
are the two immortal works
of two world famous play-
wrights. But the fact remains that
both the works ara not drama in the
strict sense of the term. The former
one was christened by the play-
wright as a ‘dream posm’while the
latter one was regarded as a fairy
play. But the dramatic critics give
due recognition to both the works
as dramas. In both of them prio-
rities have been accorded to the
suggestive presentation of suoject
matter rather than to the portrayal
of life, unfolding of characters or
other dramatic significances. For
all these obvious reasons ‘Hannele’
and the ‘Blue Bird’ fall in the
cotegory of Symbolic Drama.
Prof. Ludwig Lewisohn said,
‘Hannele’, “The Sunken Bell’ and
‘Henry the Aue’are in many respect
Hauptmann’s most notable contri-
butions to the neo-romantic move-
ment in modern literature.” Most of
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the dramas of Gerhert Hauptmann
are symbolic and they excel both
in direotly expressed meaning and
suggestiveness. Hannele, a major
work of Hauptmann is an interest-
ing drama on the score that itis
free from monotony.

The following is the story of
Hannele. In the first scene, we find
an alms-house in a mountainous
village. To that very alms-house
the village teacher Gottwald and
the wood-cutter Seidel brought
Hannele, who was on the verge
of death, on a stormy and frosty
night. Hannele was a girl of about
fourteen. Her mother passed away
only a few weeks ago. Her drunken
step-father used to send her from
door to door with a begging bowl
to gather money for liquor and
if she ever failed to get money by
way of begging she was subjected
to inhuman treatment by her brute-
like father, who even sometimes
went to the extent of inflicting
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bodily injury. Hannele became
disgusted with her miserable life
and being desperate tried to commit
suicide in a pond. Butthe wood-
cutter Seidel rescued her and took
her to the almshouse with the help
of Gottwald, for treatment. We then
find a fatigued Hannele lying in bed
and having the following fantastic
dream. In the dream her dead
mother came and gave her a bunch
of Golden Seasame, the key to
Heaven. Hannele was clad in
celestial apparel a ordained by the
Holy father. The children of the
village begged her pardon for the
mischiefs they used to commit on
her. *“Dear princess Hannele, please
forgive me and don’t tell God that
I used to call you princess Rag-Tag.
We are all very very sorry.” In
the vision she found that she was
being regarded as a saint by her
village folk—'She is a saint—sure
enough.” In the last phase of her
vision she found that she was being
carried by the angels and the
stranger (reminicent of Gottwald)
to the divine kingdom of God. In
the scene the very Hannele was
fast asleep in her simple, dirty and
torn garment. Dr. Wachler, the
village  physician came and
announced her death.

The major part of the drama
is dominate! by Hannele’s dream
and probably this is the reason why
itis called a dream poem. Pious
and God-fearing men hope to attain
salvation from the drudgery of the
world through death. Death will
bring the highest laurels of life,
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death will put an end to all
imperfections and will turn a begg-
ing girl into a princess, All these are
mere dreams of men. No one knows
if they will ever come true.
Death comes to man in the common-
est way possible. It strikes us that
Hauptmann wants to drive home
this truth through the vision of
Hannele, Teen aged Hannele was
well aware that— ‘The Death is the
gate’ and so she fervently prayed,
‘Oh dear dear Lord Jesus | wont
you please take me away from
here ?” But while Death really
came to her, she became frightened
like the average man. She told
‘Deaconess’ who was the embodiment
of her dead mother and sister
Martha, the village nurse,— ‘My
teeth are chattering, | can’t help
it, mother ! He terrifies me " She
asked Death, ‘will you be cruel to
me. Death ? He won’t answer |
Why won’t he answer any of my
guestions, mother ? Deaconess re-
plied, ‘The wvoice of God has
answered you already.” Then Han-
nele imploringly said to God, ‘Oh
dear Lord God !l have so often lon-
ged for this. But now—now | am
afraid " We fmd a striking parallel
of this in the reply of Yudhisthira,
to a query of Dharma in the ‘Maha-
bharata’.Dharma (the God of justice)
asked Judhisthira, the eldest of the
famous Pandavas, what is the
wonder of this world ?” Judhisthira
replied. °‘All men know that death
is inevitable. Yet they are afraid
of it and this is most wonderful
thing.” This strange behaviour of
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liuman nature is true of all times
and places. Hannele is the symbol
of salvation-aspiring soul of the
eternal man. There is a beautiful
manifestation of this pursuit of
human soul in the innocent and
guiltless character of Hannele.

Hauptmann was no doubt a ‘stern
and consistent naturalist.” But an
English writer remarked thus on
‘Hannele’— “ . His long one act
play Hannele, more properly called
‘Hannele’s Assumption’ is not a
purely naturalist play like ‘Puhr-
mann Henschel’ or a direct play like
‘De Waber’ but something at once,
more tender and more profound like
a phantasy projected on a naturalist
blackcloth. The reader may see
in its deliberate presentation of
squalor, if he will, a forerunner of
the plays of social comment a la
«haw and Galsworthy, yet its values
are not merely social or temporal
values.’

Maurice Maeterlinck’s—The Blue
Bird’ is not avery important drama
in relation to other works. Still
it is one of the best dramas meant
for children. Though apparently
meant for children, this drama has
enough materials to feed the intel-
lectuals. Maeterlinck perfected it
through the use of symbols and
it is equally enjoyable by children
and adults alike. The story runs
thus ; The son and daughter of a
woodcutter, Tytyl and Mytyl were
witnessing the sumptuous party of
the rich neighbour in their dream
while they nere sleeping on the
Ohristmas Eve night. Meanwhile a
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fairy named Berylune stepped in
opening the door. Her daughter
was suffering from serious illness
and the only remedy was the Blue
Bird. Tytyl and Myt3* would have
to fetch the Bird. Berylune handed
over to them a magic hatwith a piece
of diamond set on the Cockade.
If the diamond is turned a little
‘you at once see even the inside of
things,” ‘one little turn more and

you behold tne past. .. . Another
little turn and you behold the
future ....” When Tytyl turned

the diamond a little, it wbs found
that every nook and corner of the
hut ‘lit up, turned blue as sapphires
because transparent and gleamed and
sparkled like the most precious
stones,’ the ugly fairy had changed
into a princess of marvellous beauty
and above all, Tytyl annd Mytyl
found the souls of The Dog, The
Oat, Light, water. Bread, Sugar
and the like as their compa-
nions in their journey in quest
of the Blue Bird. Dressing
well in the palace of Berylune they
began their journey. At first they
went to the ‘Land of. Memory—
where they met their grandfather,
grandmother and their litile dead
brothers and sisters. There they
got a bluebird as a present. Back
from the Land of Memory they
found to their disappointment that
The bird is no longer blue. He
has turned black.” So they began
their journey to ‘The palace of
Night.” But being jealous of the sup-
remacy of man the Oat incited Night
against man and cautioned her so
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that Tytyl and Myfcyl might not
oget hold of the Blue Bird. In the
palace of Night they found varieties
of things like sicknasses, Myltery.
Ghost Stars, Perfumes and lastly
they arrive at a ‘Dreamland with
many blue birds’. They canght
many, but could not get hold of the
real Blue Bird. After the departure
of Tytyl and Mytyl, the Oat told
Night thus, ‘I see him (the real
Blue Bird) there on that moonbeam.
They could not reach him. He
kept too high.” The blue birds
caught by Tytyl and his party died
when brought to light. So now
they went to the forest. There,
too, a scuffle took place between
Tytyl and the different trees and
animals—owing to the conspiracy
of the Oat. Light came in and
intervened and thus saved Tyltyl
and his faithful friend the Dog—
and led the party to the palace
of Happiness. They were at first
tempted by the Luxuries there.
Here also Light safly guided
them. Then they met various kinds
of greater and smaller Joys but
no Blue Bird was to be found- So
Tyltyl and Mytyl went to the grave-
yard. They turned the diamond
but curiously enough, the graveyard
was transformed into a beautiful

garden. Mytyl enquird, ‘where are
the dead ?” ‘There are no dead™—
Tyltyl said in reply. They then

set out for the kingdom of Future
and found the infants yet to be
born making preparations for great
achievements. They also found that
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these unborn infants would banish
all evils from the worid. Time ST
angry and drove Tyltyl and his
party out of the kingdom of Future.
Light brought a blue bird from
that kingdom but that too turned
pink when brought to light. Mean-
while the time stipulated by the
Fairy to Tyltyl and Mytyl passed
away. All the companions bade
farewell to them. In the last scene
we find Tytyl and Mytyl asleep.
Their mother awoke them. In the
meantime Berlingot, an old woman
of the neighbourhood, came in and
She begged Tyltyl’s own pet black
bird for her ailing little daughter-
Tytyl and Mytyl mistook Berlingot
for Berylune the fairy, and
gave her their black bird and
to thier utter surprise found
that it had turned blue. The
little girl was purged of illness
when she found the bird and came
with her mother to express grati-
tude to Tytyl and Mytyl. Tytyl
took the bird out of the cage to
fondle it and the bird slipped
away from his hands and flew
away. The daughter of Berlingot
began to cry. Tytyl gave her con-
solation thus—'Never mind, don’t
cry. | will catch him again.” Then
addressing the audience said, ‘If
any of you should find him, would
you be so very kind as to give
him back tous? ... We need him
for our happiness, later on ... ’

What is the philosophical under-
tone lurking behind the symbols
on which the superstructure of the
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drama has been erected? The
human soul is inscrutable, immor-
tal. It is never subjected to decay
or any change whatsoever. This
is the first principle of the philo-
sophy of this great Belgian writer
Maeterlinck.  The nobel laureate
was of the firm conviction that
man is by far th3 most powerful
and supreme being. He is a won-
derful creature—he has unfurled
the mystery of the night. Night
therefore said “.......... what is he
aiming at? Must he absolutely
know everything ? Already he had
captured a third of my Mysteries,
all my terrors are afraid and dare
not leave the house, my ghosts
have taken flight, the greater part
of my sicknesses are ill...... > The
remark of Oak, the representative
of the tress, is worth mentioning
in this context. It runs thus, "this
is the first time that it is given
to us to judge Man and make him
feel our power....... I don’t think
that after the harm he has done
to us, after the monstrous injustice
which we have suffered, there can
remain the least doubt as to the
sentence that awaits him....... In
the kingdom of future also we
see—gliding about among the child-
ren are ‘figures of a taller stature
clad in a paler and more dia-
phanous’azure, figures of sovereign
and silent beauty’. All these are
nothing but the indirect and impli-
cit hints of impending emergence
of Superman, who will wield un-
challanged power and will reign
the supreme. Bodily fragile man
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has brought under his everflying
colours the physically much
stronger animals, huge trees and
other objects of nature. He has
exploited them for his happiness.
So they are all sworn enemies of
man. They are jealons of his power.
Man is all alone and he combats
others singlehanded. This is crystal
clear in the remark made by
Light—you see, Man is all alone
against all in this world.

In the drama, the Blue Bird
stands out in the most novel and
mysterious light. It captivates our
attention all throughout. In the
story we find Fairy Berylune in
dire need of the Blue Bird for her
ailing daughter’s cure. So she en-
trusts the mission of bringing the
bird to Tytyl and Mytyl- Butthe
Blue Bird won’t be found so easily.
If even man had to find out the
Blue Bird, (which represents the
highest achievements of Man) then,
in the words of The Oat— he
will know all, he will see all and
we shall be completely at his
mercy.” Nobody, specially the
enemies of man, wishes that man
should ever get hold of this Blue
Bird. Otherwise, Oak would not
have said, ‘I know you are looking
for the Blue Bird', that is to say
the great secret of things and of
Happiness, so that man may make
our servitude still harderTo
find a Blue Bird is not easy either.
The Dbluebird, brought from the
Land of memory turned black, those
from the dreamland (in the palace
of night) found dead and the one
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from the kingdom of Future turned
pink, because they were ‘not real,
they were a dream and could not
bear the light of reality’. As hinted
already this Blue Bird is the em-
bodiment of eternal happiness, the
secret of all things which man
wants to divulge and bring under
his overshadowing sway to esta-
blish himself firmly as the supreme
being. The Upanishads, too, ac-
knowledge that the being has its
becoming from happiness and happi-
ness alone. In all possibility, this
Blue Bird of Maeterlinek’s mystic
imagination is identical with the
eternal happiness as conceived by
Indian philosophers long long ago.

The drama has made profuse
use of symbols of various kinds.
The diamond, which was the talis-
man of Tytyl and Mytyl represents
the ever vigilent human intuition.

Thus the drama is symbolical throug-

hout length and breadth. In the gra-
ve yard Tytyl discovered-"There are
no dead.” Thisis a very subtle and
neaty placed symbol. This only
implies that death is only a tran-
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sition of life and it has got no
entity of its own.
Summing up, it can be said

simply that the area of similarity
between the two dramas is less
than dissimilarily. The most imp-
ortant common ground is that an
attempt has been made to reflect
human nature through the media
of children. Teen - aged Hannele
stands for the human soul in quest
of deliverence from the world, while
Tytyl represents the man, whose
motto is ‘Tostrive to seek, to find
and notto yield.” The next impo-
rtant agreement is that we find
extensive use of symbols in both of
them. The disagreement is manifest
in story and in the line of thinking
as well. In Maeterlinck’s thinking
we notice the predominance of the
subconscious mind, whereas in Hau-
ptmann’s thinking the pre-
preconsious mind manifests predo-
minantly. Thus these two dramas
represent clearly the two trends
of thought of two noted playwrights
of two different countries.
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Bistribntiost of Inctine-

A Geperal ani Theoritical Study

With Special Reference to India

?HE distribution of incomes
between individuals, though
investigated statistically

since Vilfredo Pareto, usually is
not even treated in text books on
economics. About the factors mak-
ing for this distribution—believed
to have shown remarkable regula-
rities—and hence about the ways
it could be influenced, very little
has so far been done. On the
contrary, one would almost say,
welfare economics has tended to
deny that the problem of distribu-
tion makes sense. By the doctrine
of impossibility of interpersonal
comparison of utility it is implied
that the concept of justice cannot
be given a precise meaning’. Jan
‘Unbergen.

The above excerpt has aptly
shown how neglected this branch
of economics is. By no means does
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Pradip Kumar Mahanta
3rd year Arts

it imply that personal income dis-
t;ribution is not at all a problem
worthy of getting an important
place in economics. AIll noted
(economists have at least felt that
linis is an important branch of the
subject, but have made no conscious
and elaborate attempt to tackle it.
However, Pareto and a number of
(jconomists have to be excluded.
Marshall, the father of Partial
AEquilibrium Analysis also sensed
the importance of proper distribu-
tion of income and so he expressed
—The drift of economic science
during many generations has been
with increasing force towards the
belief that there is no real nece-
ssity, and therefore no moral
justification, for extreme poverty
side by side with great wealth’.
(Alfred Marshall), Marshall’s com-
ment contains on element of the
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Tiistorical truth. In all advanced
countries even distribution of in-
come (certainly not equal distribu-
tion ) is being endorsed with the
passage of time. Or the phrase
‘Social justice’ would net have had
an exalted place in almost all the
constitutions of today. One of the
powerful historical economic fact-
ors that has given birth to doctrines
like Socialism, Communism is the
increasing drift towards norrowing
down the gap between the haves
and have-nots. This tendency has
dawned in Europe and North
America much earlier than in
Asia, Africa or South America.
The reason is too well-known to
Tee explained.

The problems of an advanced
eeconomy and an underdeveloped
<but expanding) economy are
different. So different tools must
be applied to tackle each class of
them. The problems of India fall
in the second category. Although
one of the most ancient of nations,
she has embarked upon resetting
her moribund economy only a decade
ago. She has undertaken five-year
development Plan programme and
already one five year plan has
been successfully implemented and
another is in the process of being
completed by the begining of 1961.
In 1961 the third five-year Plan
would be launched with added
vigour and enthusiasm. The Plannig
Commission has already drafted
the broad outlines of the coming
Plan and the government of India
has approved it and published it

COTTONIAN

for criticism and suggestion for its
improvement in ord3r to mobilise
public opinion.

The constitution of India has
expressly stated that India is a
welfare state. Every citizen will
be provided fullest opportunity to
develop his self. In brief the cardi-
nal principle underlying the Indian
constitution is establishment of
Social Justice. The subsequent deve-
lopment in this direction is the
adoption of the objective of esta-
blishing a socialistic pattern of socie-
ty in the country. The question is
whether all these carry any mea-
ning at all. We do acknowledge
that politically these phrases have
certainly some effect on the present
set-up of India. But economic impli-
cations also come in. And since
politics is the handmaid of eco-
nomics we can rightly assert that
political implications of the welfare
state pale into insignificance if
economically it is hollow.

Let us, therefore, study the effects
of welfare planning in India in the-
light of the distribution of income
in the last decade and also consider
the future course of action in this
direction. It may be alleged that
our planners have not paid adequate
attetion to this aspect as far as
we can discern. Even till the other
day our government did not care
to ascertain where the fruits of
planning of about ten years has-
gone. A few days ago a National
Income Distribution Inquiry Commit
ttee has been formed to investigate,
where the increased national wealth
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has gone. Prof. P.O. Mahalanobis
is the chairman and eminent eco-
nomists like Dr. V.K.R.V. Rao, Dr.
P. S. Lokanathan are members of
the proposed Committee. It is ad-
mitted on all hands ”bat this en-
quiry .will reveal certain interest-
ing things and they will be instru-
mentale in bringing about equity
in the country. It is unfortunate
that no definite approach to the
problem of iust distribution of
income has been made by the
Planning Commission or the govern-
ment of India till the other day.
Even now we have to depend on
the statistics of 1956. But we
know that such statistics fa&t
become obsolete. So it is not possible
to make a definite and factual
approach to this complicated pro-
blem at this stage. Only a broad
outline can be laid down which
is quite unbecoming of an economic
treatment.

Before going to discuss the pro-
blem of distribution of income in
our country, one must consider
some characteristics of the Indian
economy as we find to-day. They
are— (a) Vastness of our population
(b) Predominantly agricultural in
nature ,(c) Most people live on the
margin of poverty and consequently
the economy is a consumers' eco-
nomy (d) Industry absorbs a very
small fraction of the population
(e) Until recently our economy was
stagnant; now it is in the process
of expanding with the impetus
given by the first and second five
year Plans, and it is expected that
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it will reach the ‘take-off stage at
the end of the third five-year Plan
(f) Though the magnitude of our
economic problems is preponderant,
tstill it has vast potentialities in view
of the scope for developing agri-
culture and industries.

Rival objectives of Plainning in
India:

So our economy is in a dilemma.
It is our foremost task to increase
the tempo of developing the
economy so that it may attain the
‘tEbke-off” stage as put by W. W.
Rostow. It is suggested by econo-
mists that this goal should take
priority over all other aims of
policy. At the same time we have
to see that equal opportunities (to
the extent possible) are provided
to our teeming millions. The third
goal should be to see that freedom
and democracy are not impaired,
while going to achieve the second
objective, however noble it may
be. It is the unanimous opinion of
economists that these three objec-
tives are not reconciliable at the
same time. We are, therefore, on
the three horns of a dilemma. It
is very clear from the attitude of
the Government and planners that
the first and third objectives have
been accorded priority. And
the second objective has been obvi-
ously neglected at present. In a
mixed economy like ours where
freedom has a vital role to play,
forced equal distribution gravely
threatens freedom, the pedastal on
which the edifice of our democra-
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<jy stands. It will be well to quote
J. E. Meade in this context. ‘What
further steps could wisely be taken
to reduce inequalities in the dis-
tribution of income and property ?
At the outset it must be realized
that this is essentially a matter
of compromise. It is not even
theoritically, much less practically,
possible to find a solution in which
there is full economic efficiency and
freedom on the one hand and
complete security and a perfectly
just distribution of income and pro-
perty on the other. There is here
some essential conflict. This can
be illustrated by taking an extreme
example. Suppose the perfect
security and justice were taken to
mean the guarantee of an exactly
equal income to every citizen in
all circumstances. Then this would
involve social arrangements which
in fact announced to each income
earner that every penny he earned
over and above the exact average
income of the community would be
taken from him (e. g., in taxation)
and that every penny by which
his earnings fell short of the na-
tional average income would be
made up to time (e. g., by some
sort of ‘social security benefit-).
There would be no selfish incen-
tive left to work hard, or to move
into the occupations where one’s
work was most highly valued by
the community. Economic efficiency
would be bound to suffer and in
so far as attempts were made to
replace the aid incentives by state
direction as to what kind of labour
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and how much each citizen should
perform economic freedom would
be gravely threatened.” (J. S.
Meade : Planning and the price
mechanism). Our Government has
placed stepping-up o\ total nation-
al production and preservation of
freedom above equity. We are
suffering from insufficiency lof all
commodities. It will be of course
a travesty of truth if we allege
that the Government has not done
anything whatever to bring down
economic disparity within the exis-
ting framework of the economy.
So far as we can discern it is the
aim of our planners to pay serious
attention to equitable distribution
after some Five-year Plans, when
the economy will be adequately
sound and self-generating. It s,
however, a distant object and too
vague to be commented upon.

Inequality Interpreted.

It is the unanimous opinion that
there is great disparity of income
in this country. ‘The rich are able
to buy up milk to feed their cats
while the poor are unable to afford
enough milk to feed to their babies’.
This is inded a real waste of milk
in the sense that more real human
satisfaction could have been obtained
if the babies had drunk more milk
even though the rich had had to
contemplate the feeding of their
cats on less delicious and less
nourshing fare. Itis the duty of the
government to pay heed to this
aspect of inequality and take
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measures  accordin -y. Another
duty should be to see how much
welfare can be deriveS. by diffe-
rent people whan a minimum per
capitad incoma objective is achieved
this will seiwe as the measuring
rod of the distribution of real
income. ‘The economist is primarily
interested, no: in the distribution
of income as such, but in the
effects of distribution and total
amount of economic welfare which
may be derived from income’ (Lord
Eigh Dalton),

In India any enquiry will revael
that there era three main compo-
msnts of the problem of inequality-
Firstly, the changes bhat have come
about in the past few years in
the structure of the various income
groups in the country. The second
of the problem is the regional pro-
gress under the two plans. And
the third one is the inequality of
income between the urban and the
rural population. Any measure
adopted to fight inequality will
have to be taken in the light of
these three components.

An interesting study, recently
completed by the Economic Intelli-
gence unit of the Indian Institute
of Public Opinion reveals that a
decade of planning has resulted in
marked disparities in the growth
of the economy in different parts
of the Indian Union. According to
this study, the Plans has tended

to heighten the disparity in per
capita income as well as total
income between states. This diver-

gence in the standard of living
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instead of levelling up, is likely to
grow under the next Plan., The
study also provides many interes-
ting informations. One of its find-
ings is that inequality in the rural
sector is far greter than in the
towns.

Taxation & Social Services

Taxation and social services are
the two most potent weapons used
by the Government to reduce dis-
parity in income in a free-ent3r-
prise or a mixed economy. In a
State-controlled economy like tnat
of the U. S. S. R. production and
distribution both are in the hands
of the government; and so the
Soviet government has all weapons
to curb mal-distribution of income
among the people. India has got
a mixed economy, where the pri-
vate and the public sector have
been accorded due importance. Her
government has adopted taxation
and social services as the two
weapons to bring down th9 gap
between the rich and the poor.
During the last decade the govern-
ment has enacted many laws like
abolition of land-lordism, fixation,
of minimum wages and the like.
It is the view of some economists
that the distribution of income
before taxes is not very different
from the typical pattern in western
countrias like the U. K. and
others; but the final distribution
of real income is a good deal more
unequal in India. It is, therefore,
a duty of the government to modify
direct and indirect taxes in order
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A long glance:

t rom the consideration of the
present position of the distribution
o income in India, we find that
we are at the lowest point of the

ladder and a long way is there
~®ach the position of the ad-
vanced industrialised countries. But
0” o°»=olation that perfect
equal distribution of income is not
» possibllitj-either theoritically or

practically. We have Bentham as
support-""the establlsm,nt of
a perfect equality i, chimera, all

to diminish inequa-
‘«>"m (Theory of Leijislation). How
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generation will

enough to know that to travel
a long distance along it, with
backslidings in productive power,
will open out new prospects and
opportunities of unprecedented pro-
mise, and will modify profoundly
the present class structure of
society.

SIOINHY sMwrl:

Marriage

resembles a pair of

Ishears, so joined that they cannot
be separated ; often moving in oppo-
site directions, yet always punish-
ing anyone who comes between

them.
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Prof. Lakshahira Das

In this abode of mine where the sky stumbles
a houseful of drakness fills
my toil-sick, weeping heart
and my vision, fog-bound and lack lustre
and love’s song jarred out of tune by the terror of death.

Like ethai-stinged serpants in my veins
Nameless fears reign.
Storm-tossed, my mind, dead of despair.
Floats about on the shoreless sea.
I wish sometimes
I cleanse my mind’s museum and sweep away
the ancient cobwebs of philosophic riddles.
If at a rare moment like this of unparalied beauty
My mind flies
In search of a silver night
Bathed in a moon-light monsoon.
The thirst of Life breaks the dam of restraint,
if maddened youth
Squeezes out from the blue-bosomed sky
a handful of Holi hues,

a word of blessing.
My prayer is this,
Oh God 1curse me not.

( Transimttd fr»m ih« anginal by Prof. Anande$iear Sarma, )
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THE TRAGEDY OF THE MM\

—\Woordhendu Dass
3rd. year Arts

The days are bringing every moment a greater surprise.
The nights are cover’d with pitch-darkness,—

The hutaan mind in the hole of the red-plague-mice
Is shrinking and shrinking every hour with press.

‘Shrinking really ? What a. foolish remark
Clever people with cleverer smile

Banter’d me with pity ; and did hate
With distaste.

They mention’d the centuries’ discovery

Of Science—in the sky and everywhere in earth.
They roention’d the Sattelite made by men

And weapone of Atom and Hydrogen.

I made no reply to them but smiled,
And return’d with anguish to the cave
Of the rolling centuries of the past

; Aboriginal society of men.

There from | view’d with a transfix’d glance
The triumphant success of men
In culture and various claims of the Age,
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—~Centuries’ toilsome amenity—chance.

My sight was captur’d with genius

The prophets line Mahammed, Jesus :

My sight was captur’d with hundreds of war ;

Machines and meccanos—and machine-power ;

There ‘men’ seem'd to be the insects and rats—

There they were defeated in scores of bets—
The place and the value of ‘man’

Are nothing in this century’s scale ;

All those are vain.

N N N N

But | believe, and | say

That even an ant has a right to stay’
In this green-shadow-cover’d earth,
Full of mists,

...... The red sun of the New Morn is peeping in the cloud,
‘Destiny’s not for, Comrades i’ Say aloud.

Quite a few people are already work-
ing a four-day week. The trouble is that
it takes them five or six days to do it.

-EARL WILSON.
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N N(Ladi folLlale :

The Peacock

and The Sum

Miss Ezelmeorama Laithma
3rd year Arts

r very very ancient times, all
the animals and birds that
dwelled on the earth spoke one

language, that was the lingua franca
of the ancient world. It was during
such times that the peacock plum-
ed with ondinary feathers, one day
took his flight high up across the
galaxy of the sky through the seven
planets and reached the residence
of the Sun. The sun lived alone
in her seven mansions built with
the sheets of pure gold that
emitted a strong light which when
viewed from the earth looked like a
great ball of fire.

The sun seeing a stranger from
the distanoe of many light years
greeted him with respect and kind
hospitality. The sun gave him food
and extended her courtesy by
allowing him to stay with her as
her guest, as long as he wished.
The peacock stayed with the sun for
sometime. The Sun was a good
fair lady but ridden with years
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of loveliness and frustration. She
was ever radiant with health and
strength. Her cheeks were plump
and rosy and full of blood and life.
In her he saw the real beauty of
womanhood, and naturally the paa-
cock wanted to marry her. Each time
he set his eyes on her, he was over
come by her beauty. Her eyes were
glittering  with light refleted
from the golden walls of her man-
sion, and each time she raised her
eyelids, tha glimmering light peered
through her beautiful eye-lash that
formed the wonder rays of S3ven
Oolours. The peacock, was madly
in love with her. His heart became
obsessed with this single desire for
the love of this beautiful woman.
One day he opened his heart and
poured out his love with such an
effusion of amoroes epithets that
could melt even the hardest of
hearts. The sun who had never heard
such admiring words before was
greatly fascinated with the charms
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of these magic wonds, that soothed
her forlorn and lonely heart, surre-
ndered herself tp this stranger and
married him.

Their married life was a happy
one. Each morring the sun woke
up her lover with a warm Kiss
and tender smile. Their days were
spent in happiness and sweet ado-
ration. Many years of theirs
married life were passed in good
harmony without a sigh or a
scuffle.

The peacack who had nothing
much to do, sometimes wandered
a little here and little there to
marvel over the mystery of this
great universe, and at times he
would come home Ilate at night
completely tired and at such times
he would lie down dead asleep
in the caressing arns of his loving
wife.

One day while the peacock made
a short detour over the space, he
suddenly spotted far down below
in this island earth, a fair young
lady in Green and Yellow garment.
She looked majestic and beautiful
from that long distance. He focu-
ssed his eyes upon her intently and
soliloquised, “Ah indeed, she is
beautiful, what a beautiful dress
she wears, oh | want to be with
her. How could my wife be comp-
ared with such a young elegant and
fair lady. 1 have lived with my
wife too long. She is old and |
cannot bear any longer to abide
with her, by any means direct or
indirect, 1 must leave her and go
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in search of this fair maid, or else
I shall lose her forever.”

On bis way home he was arguing”
with himself how to tell his wife
of this adventure. Being a man who
knew the art of articulation, he
planaed many words that might
not advertently hurt his wife. But
on reaching home, he was dumbfo-
unded and could not speak a word
before his wife. Next day he flew
again, over the space and saw
the fair lady smiling at him. She
seemed to be more attractive, more
enchanting and captivating. At last
he thought musingly “No | must
haveher, | cannot live losing her.
I must marry her before anybody
gets her. 1 do not want to regret
later, I must act now. Tonight I must
tell my wife”. Intoxicated with
this frenzy of platonic love, he
ventured to seek out a divorce from
his wife.

His wife who had learned to
love him after so many years of
their married life said, “Oh my
husband what makes you to seek
a divorce ? All those years | have
lived with you and gave you all
my love and effection. | have never
wished you a single moment of fret-
ful anguish or bitterness but each
moment | have filled your herta-
with happiness, yet for all these you.
reward me with a divorce. My
dear husband, tell me what achea
your heart or have | done anything

to hurt you.” “My wife.” replied
the Peacock “I have lived with,
you too long and my heart
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wails for my native land. | want
to fly back tomy old friends who
are anxious to see me, after so many
years of absence/” “But my love,”
interposed the sun, “why worry
about your friends ; think about me.
How lonely 1 will be without you.
Stay for my sake and let us forget
everything we have said.” “No,”
replied the peacock, “lI must go I
am fed up with this place.”

“Please let’s end this subject for
to night and go to sleep” she said to
her husband and kised him tenderly.
“When you have a good night’s
sleep you shall wake up fresh in
the morning and forget everything.

The Peacock who was stirred
by this great love for a woman
on the island earth said to his
wife, “let us talk this thing over”
He thought to himself, “If I do not
talk now there will be no chance
again to tell you the truth. I am
tired of you. | want to go back to the
earth and settle down. On earth
I will find a woman and marry
her.” His wilf was so much shocked
with this, that she exclaimed on the
point of tears, “Why my husband,
are you mad? Do you want a
woman besides me! What an idea ?”
“Yes my wife,” said the Peacock,
“l am going tothe earthto getmarri-
ed ;in fact | have already found a
beautiful woman.” “W hat!” exclai-
med his wife, “You have found a
woman? Pray my dear husband
where have you met her?

“Do | have to tell you that?”
jpeplied her husband. “My ways
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to interfere.” YBut | am your
are my ways and a woman is not
swoman, your wife” interposed th?
sun. “As your wife | have a right
to know. No my love do notforsake
me please. This other woman can
never love you the way | do. She
toay even despise you, when you
meet her.” The peacock replied,
“If that be so, | will come back
to you.”

His wife thought that her hus-
band was mad, she cried and
implored him and begged him not
to leave her. The Peacock did not
heed of what she was saying and

grew obstinate. When the sun
found him inflexible, at last she
told him, “My dear husband, i

want to say, that if you will leave
me, remember you will never be able
to come back to me.” The Peacock

grew angry at this and said “Why
are you threatening me ? Do you
think 1 will believe your lies. No,
never. | have wings and | can fly,
but you cannot, you can never
follow me even if you wish to, but
I can come back to you at any
time. But take my words, | shall
never come back to you, I am
going to marry a woman whom
I love better.” The sun hid her
face from his eyes and cried, “Listen
dear husband, if you really wish
to love me, I cannot hold you back,
but I am telling you the truth.
Do not run away from me, you
may regret later on. This other
woman may deceive you, stay with
me | will love you more and
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TOore so that someday you will learon down on each blade of her loner’s

to forget about the other woman on
the island earth. Now my dear
husband if you Ifeave me, soon
my doors shall be closed against
you although it will be against
my will. The master of the uni-
verse has sent a proclamation
that no creatures living or dead,

can ever cross the nine planets
nor roam about the milky way,
seven days from this day. Each

star and planet will revolve over a
certain space known as the orbit
and will have over all control
over their own orbit as alloted by
the master of the Universe. No
creature can trespass the orbit, for
each planet shall have the power
to pull down by his magnetic
power of the gravitational force. So
think my love if you leave me you
cannot come back, the gravitational
force shall hold you back.” The
peacock did not believe a word she
said. He turned to her and said.
“You wicked woman, what tissue
of lies are you telling. Just because
you don’t want me to leave you,
you are putting up a strange story,
isit not? No, I mustnot stay a
minute with a woman like you”
Before the sun could say some
more words, the Peacock spread
his wings and flew down the space
through the thousand stars. The
Sun who kuow that she would
never see her lover again wept
bitterly. As the peacock winged
dawn the galaxy of the sky, the
tears of her bitter anguish dropped
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feathers and remained there forever
displaying the seven colours of then
sun. The peacock has ever since wor
the lovely feathers painted by the
tears of his broken-hearted beloved.

The girl of his dream in her
g:reen garment became more encha-
nting, more fascinating and the
I’eacock was under the spell of
her charm. But as he reased the
earth, this girl of his dream began
to take her own shape. She be-
come fatter and fatter and more
ugly in appearence. The Peacock
vrho refused to be deceived by this
strange sight flew down right to
this island earth. On reaching this
earth, he was puzzled by this
slirange realisation that this woman
off his dream was no other than the
garden of an old farmer full of
green vegetation.

He accused himself lamented
with grief and deep remorse. He
regretted for his abrupt stap he
had taken. He had derested his
wife for the sake of a garden-
“Now | mustgo back to the sun”
he wailed and by her pardon. “The
sun is my faithful and loving wife,
she will forgive me.” So saying
he raised his wings, as he flapped
his wings, he found them becoming
heavy. He soared up a little luck
something pulled him down. “Now
what my wife has said is noihing
but the truth. This centre of gairty
has gained over me. | shall now
never be all to go to her.” He
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wept like a child all day through heavy clouds, the peacock dances

until h3 could weep no more. raising his feet to go to his loving®
This in the morning, we see spoux cracking a tune to his lover

when the sun peeps through the whom he can never meet again.

UNSOLVED problems

Now that we are starting off a bright new decade,
perhaps we ehould pause to summarize man’s progress
thus far;

Man now knows what’s on the other side of the
moon but still can’t tell what’s in the back of his wife’
head.

He can send a message round the world in a fraction
of a second butcan’t speak the language of the fellow
in the next country.

He can fly faster than sound but can’t walk up a
flight of stairs without puffing.

He can feed data into an electronic computer and
tell evrything about the average person except what
makes him so different from everybody else. —0. T.
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And Such Is The Mo&n

Girish Chandra Dutta Barua
3rd yr. Science.

‘With the long shadows lying
Black in a land alight

With a more luminous wonder
Then ever comes to our night’.

The pretty moon is the
satellite of our earth. It travels
round the earth in 27J days and
its average distance is 238857
miles. Now the moon h£is become
the object of common interest of
the scientists. From their study
we shall try to give a brief des-
cription of it.

only

Birth of the moon;

It is a matter of great contro-
versy about the origin of the moon.
Many insist on the supposition that

the earth was the origin of the
moon. When the earth was not
getting its perfect solid state a

portion of it got separated like the
earth did from the sun. Now
«,verage density of the moon is
3*3—while that of earth is 5 m5.
This is because that there is not
so heavy metal as the centre of the

A6

—Lord Dunsay.

moon as in the earth. Many hold
the view that the pacific ocean is
the out come of this separation.
They thought that metals present
at the bottom of the pacific ocean
will be available on lunar surface.
Again some types of rocks are of
common occurance of the both.
Luniclll has proved the existence
of iron on its surface. Still a body
of scientists pay no heed to this
supposition as there is no direct
evidence.

Surface of the moon:

On the curved surface of the
moon, there are many mountains,
seas as well as caves. It is inte-
resting to note that the mountains,
on the moon are much steeper than
those on earth. This may be due
to low lunar gravity. But cones
formed by sand on the moon as
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well as on the earth take the same
shape in all respects. This may
be for the lack of erosion. Evidently
there is slight weathering due to
rapid variation of temperature.
About the formation of the caves
scientists suggest that these may
caused by ‘moon-qualees and by
volcanic actions’. Again a number
of them say that these are caused
by meteoric bombardment.

Till now no firm decision has
been made on the chemical compo-
sition of the moon-crust. Assuming
earth to be its mother it can be
concluded, that its constituents, are
same as that of earth. These
elements (or rather compounds) if
present are of different mineral
forms. But iron is evidently one.

Is there water on the moon :

It is obvious that there is no
water on the moon in liquid form.
We know lunar gravitation is one
sixth that of earth. Under such
low pressure, the presence of water
in liquid state is impossible. But
sometimes the mountain peaks are
looked very brilliant and act like
mirrors. This is only possible when
there is icc. So icc may occur in
the caves, but its temperature will
be far below the frezing point.

Is there any atmosphere:

No firm remark can be mane
that there is no atmosphere around
the moon. But if there is any,
evidently it must be one-ten thou-
sandth or more of a terrestrial
one. Lunar gravity is responsible
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for this. If this atmosphere would
be ten-thousandth that of earth’s
at ground level, an ionosphere
could cover the moon which reflect
radio singals and would be a great
barrier against the meteors. Again
beside some long and deep dark
spots, the surface of the moon
(the bright half) is equally illumi-
nated. This cannot happen in the
presence of air. When the moon
crosses any star, the latter disa-
ppears and re-appears suddenly.
In the presence of any atmosphere
they would come to and go from
our eye gradually. Owing to thi
absence of any atmosphere the
sun-rise and sun-set are not char-
ming. Information has  been
received from time to time about
mists on the moon. This is possibly
caused by volcanic erruption. We
know sound requires a medium to
propagate. The atmosphere in the
moon is of very very low presure
It is not possible for sound to travel
through this. So the moon is ever
silent.

Range of temperature:

The variation of temperature
from time to time and place to place
is very great. This is only for the
absence of atmosphere. This pheno-
menon has been greatly favoured
by the slow rotation of the satellite
about its axis. Measurements
show that in the mid-day th©
exposed rocks facing to the sun
reach a temperature just a little
above that boiling water (212- P).
The temperature gradually fall&
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towards the night and reaches the
lowest temperature—250° F, The
daily range of temperature is 400*
F. But only 136" F and—94“F
are the highest and lowest tempe-
rature ever recorded on earth’s
fiurtace. Again temperature may
svary to two or three thousand
between a brightand a neighbou-
ring dark spot. But the variation
of tempsrature may highly reduced
even a few inches deep. Again at
great depth there will be no varia-
tion of temperature and will be
constant at 30° F.

lu there any life on the moon:

Untill recent years to this que-
stion astronomers could return an
tmequivocal’ .‘No pointing out that
the lack of air ruled out the possi-
bility. By some recent biological
experiment changes on the lunar
surface have been observed. These
changes may be due to the exetence
of some plant organisims. It is not
difficult to imagine that certain
animal may adapt themselves to
lunar condition. If one day any
body can land on the moon he
must take with him enough oxygen,
water, temperature and pressure
controlled suit and many more.
This man, there will find easy to
swalk or to work. When, he will
return to the earth he will feel
heavy and sluggish owing to the
difference of gravity, as we know
the lunar gravity is one sixth that
of the earth.

Brightness Of the moon :
The moon has not its own light.
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It is only the sunlight, which the
moon reflects to earth. Its reflecting
power is very low. Only 7 per
cent of sun-light is reflected by
the moon towards our planet.

Death of tie moaa :

From various calculations it is
found that the distance between
the moon and the earth was once
very stiall. Then the planet as
well as the satellite could rotate
about their air within a very short
time. Their gravitional field offered
resistence to each other. As a
result of this resistence, they went
apart from each other and the speed
of rotation decreased. This decaying
will be continued and after 5000-
00000000 vyears it will reduce t oa
very low value. The earth then
will take 47 hours for one rotation
instead of 24 hours- Then they
will once again come nearer. When
this distance will be less than 2.45
of the radious of the earth the
moon will break into pieces and
will be destroyed.

Flight to the moon:

Man is always eager to find out
new things. To day ‘flight to the
moon’ is a common saying. Atte-
mpts have been made repeatedly
to go the moon. This thought had
troubled the scientsts in the old
days also. It was Galileo, who first
with his telescope observed the
actual shape of the moon and
thereby proved that the moon is
also a solid world. From that time
colonisation on moon has become
a problem.
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, , Lucian first thought that he
Tsrould be able to fly to the moon
if he had suitable wihgB- Joha-
nnes Kepler was the first man to
discover the exact Ilaws which
govern the movements of the pla-
nets. He also knew that there is
no air in between the earth and
the moon, though each might have
Individual atmosphere. Therefore
there was the need of avehicle whi-
ch could travel without air. Rocket
is the only means for this. Cyrano
first got the idea of rocket pro-
pulsion. He described a very simple
machine which consists ofa light
box, quite air-tight except for a
hole on either end and built up of
iDurning gases to focus sunlight into
the interior. The air being thus
heated would escape from one
nozzle and be replenished through
the other. Unfortunately he did not
know its advantages. Jules Verne,
another scientist, knew well that the
only machine which could be used
as space-ship would be the rocket.
He. also knew that if a body can be
projected away with sufficient speed
it could go away from the earth’s
gravitational field.

In 1200 A. D. the Chinese tried
to carry men by rockete. They
also invented gun-powder. In 1805
Sir William Oongrave thought abo-
ut the possibility of using rockets
in war. Hs made some improv-
ments also. In between 1850 and 19-
20 itwas used in pyrotechnics and
life saving. During the first world
war a young scentist Robert Hut-
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chings Goddard tried to use rockets
for the exploration of high altitude
and showed that with the help
of rockets instruments could be sent
to a height wliich was not imagined
before. In 1977 G3rman scientists
made research work on rockets.
They were mainly interested with
war. In between 1936 and 1945 Va
and many other dangerous weapons
were constructed. Now this is the
common problem of all top leading
countries.

‘Now a rocket is nothing buta
device carrying a certain weight
of propellant and ejecting it at the
greatest speed possible, the action
being accompanied by chemical
energy.’” It can work in the absence
of any medium. Its acceleration
will steadily increase if the thrust
or receoil remain constant and the
propellant is used up. The final
speed depends on ejection speed
and also on the weight of the fuel.
It can be said that Newton’s third
law which states that ‘every action
has its equal and opposite reaction’
is the basic principle of the rock-
et. If from a tube air rushes out
as it recoils the tube itself will go
high and its speed will depend on
the ejection speed.

On this principte rockets of diffe-
rent form with different fuel have
been constructed and attempts have
been made to send them to the oth
moon or planets. But there are a
number of difficulties in such a jour-
ney. Earth’s gravitational field, vast
distance, resistance of air, variation
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of temperature, are some of them.
The space ship again may be dest-
royed by the bombardments of
visible and invisible rays coming
from the outer space. A part of
cosmic rays which come from all
directions are extremely penetra-
ting. The ultra-violet rays, again
may burn the ship.

It is calculated that a body
if projected from the earth with
a velocity of 25000 m. p. h. may
escape from the earth and with a
velociety of 18000 M. P. H. may
revolve round the circular orbit
nearest to the earth like a second
moon. Russian  sputniks have
already shown the example.

Again if a body can be sent
to a height of 1000 miles from the
earth it will be free from earth’s
gravitational field and will revolve
round the earth at a speed of
16000 miles per hour. At this height
any body will be weightless. If a
station can be built there then space-
travelling will be easier and rockets
can be sent easily. Now the speed
of the rocket must be 9000 miles
more than the speed of the station,
i. e., it must have a speed at least
26100 miles per hour. If the rocket
then start tangentially from the
orbit of the space-station it will
reach the moon after five days.

On October 4, 1956, the third
space-rocket was fired from U. S.
S.R. weighting 1553 kg. (without
fuel). An automatic inter planetary
station weighting 278 k. g. was
disengaged from the last stage.
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It carried many scientific instru-
ments, Thus the total weight of
Lunic Il was 435 kg. The inter
planetary station with the rocket
have relayed information to the
earth, in sessions of two to four
hours daily. Thus Lunic Il made
the first flight round about the
moon. The inter planetary station
reached the maximum and mini-
mum distance 470000 k. m. and
40000 k. m. respectively from the
earth. This station revolving round
the earth in 15 days covered a
distance of 1,000,000 k. m. during
its flight. This station after passing
near the moon again returned to
the region of earth and this action,
was the inter-action of gravitati-
onal field of the two. Lunic Il
has successfully taken the photo-
graph of the hidden side of the
moon and has transmitted this to
the ground station. (One side of th&
moon is always away from the
earth).

The present problem is to send
men to the moon. Now one of th&
Soviet moon-rocket has sounded
the moon and an automatic inter-
planetary station has linked to the
earth. Datas, received from these
flights, say that the crew will be
subjected to cosmic radiation which
is a great biological factor as far
as manned flight is concerned.
Again cosmic radiation is worst
at the begining of the flight and.
will gradually fall. But itis yet
not clear to what level cosmic
radiation is present in the moon..
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These rays as already mentioned,
-are most dangerous to the space-
travellers. Again with the fall of
barometric pressure vital action
'Of life will be disturbed. Recently
-one Russian pilot has completed
his journey  successfully upto
the height of 28152 k.m. He had
to over-come a series of difficulties.
W ith the fall of atmospheric press-
ure, the boiling point of a liquid
is also lowered, Therefore at very
~reat distances from the earth, is
experimented at the height of 19000
km. where the pressure is very low.
Blood will begin to oil though
the temperature is low. Boiling
of blood is very dangerous to the
living animal. He can survive at
"this condition for a very short
time. This difficulty may be over-
come by using a pressurized cabin
by means of which pressure can
be controlled. Now some scientists
have suggested to lower the pre-
ssure of this cabin than the normal
-atmosperic pressur. Again some say
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that it should be half. It is suggested,
that the cabin should be filled up
with 50 percent of oxygen and 50
per cent of Helium as the latter is a
good conductor, which helps in
balancing the temperature absorbed
and given out. K. E. Tsiolkovsky
however, suggested that one side
of the rocket should be painted
white and other the black. The
white side while facing the sun
will reflect heat but the black side
while facing the sun will absorb
heat. Thus temperature may be
balanced. The traveller again must
wear space-suit which will help in
temperature controlling. This will

again help in his movement. But
such a suit isa very complex one.

The weightlessness again at a great
height may cause trouble. So arti-
ficial gravitation may required to be
employ. Scientists are confirmed

of their principles. Prediction has

been made by many scientists that
one day ‘Man on the moon will be

possible.” Let us wait for the day.
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EFOLUTIOK OF ASSAM THROUGH THE AHES

Dr. Nagendra Nath Acharyya, M. A., Ph. D.
Depertment of History.

Nssam, Situated on the north-
leastern frontier of India, was
large and powerful kingdom
through the ages. Its geographical
limit varied from time to time. In
connection with the study of present
day readjustment of the boundary
of Assam, it may be worthwhile
to enquire into its genesis.

Assam had different names in
different periods of her history.
From the beginning of the Big Vedic
age the kingdom was known as
Pragjotisha which means the seat
of learning in Astronomy. This
learning was connected with the
Sakti worship of Kamakhya and
Siva worship of Umanada of per-
Aryan origin. The kingdon came
to be known as Kamrupa during
the later Vedic period. This was
based on the legend that Kamadeva,
the Indian Oupid, having been des-
troyed by Siva, regained life in
this country. Inthe famous Prasa-
sti of Samudragupta it is mentio-
ned that Kamrupa was the fron-
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tier kingdom of India,, Kalidasa
mentioned Kamarupa and Pragjo-
tisha as names of the same Kking-
dom. In the 13th century when
the Shans conqured Assam, the
word Assam or Assam first applied
to the people and subsequently to
the country they conquered.

The land of Assam has emerged
as a result of long courses of geolo-
gical evolution. As a whole it was
formed not in single joltbutrather in
parts and by stages. Some of its ori-
ginal parts were the oldest of the ea-
rth. Geological researches show that
there was Eur-Asiatic ocean (Tethys)
stretching from central Europe to
Burma through Asia-Minor, North-
ern India and Assam. Next in the
age of mountain-building, the Alps,
the Carpathians, the hills of Persia
and the hills of Assam emerged.
Assam as a geographical entity has
a long and continuous history. The
animal world took a long course
to emerge in evolution. Evolution
of man in Assam was followed by
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that of a variety of racial types.

In the Palaeolithic ages the
civilisation of Assam was based on
hunting. The celts used by this
people had been found in several
places of Assam. The inhabitants
who formed this civilisation were
of the Austric stock. They were the
pre-Dravidian aborigines and are
at pre sent represented by the
Syntengs and Khasis the Monkhmer
elements of Assam. Philological and
Ethnographical studies show that
during this age, Assam exercised
considerable influence over north-
ern, southern and further India. The
erection of monoliths, by the Khasis
and Syntengs of Assam represents
a specialised from of phallic ance-
stor cult which was widely preva-
lent among the earlier Mongolians
of Soutn-East Asia.

In the Ohalcolithic age, Agricul-
tural civilisation began in the Brah-
maputra valley which was noted
for its alluvial soil most suitable
for rich agriculture. The people
who formed this civilisation were
of Dravidian origin. They were a
cultured race and supplanted the
Austrics. At this period the influ-
ence of the civilisation of Assam
was felt in various eastern coun-
tries like Burma, China, Indo-Ohina
and Siam. Ghataka, a per-Aryan
king of Assam had exercised power
over various Kirata countries of
eastern Asia.

The Aryans entered Assam in
the early part of the Rig-Vedc age
The location of Parasuramkunda in
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the easternmost corner of Assam
and the hermitage of Basistha at.
a distance of seven miles from
Gauhati prove that the aryanisation.
of the whole of Assam was comple-
ted when many other parts of
India were not aryanised. Parasu”
ram and Basistha were the pious-
sages of the early Vedic age. They
had made large contributions to the
culture and institutions of ancient-
Assam. Kalidasa informs us that
the the ancient Kamarupa kings-
were very powerful. Naraka who-
was brought up in the court of
Videha and influenced much with.
Aryan culture, extended the west"
ern boundary of Kamarupa upto-
Videha. It is mentioned in the=
Ramayana that the boundary of
Pragjyotisha touched the sea and
it was a hilly country. The great-
Epic gives descriptions of the monu-
ments of ancient Assam which were
really unique in from, ideal and
craftsmanship. The kingdom of
Assam under Naraka stretched to-
the Himalayas in the north, th&
Bay of Bengal in the south and.
kingdom of Mithila in the west.
The capital was at Gauhati which,
stood at the center.

Bhagadatta extended the boun-
dary of Assam in the east and
ruled over Tibet, Bhutan and Burma,
besides the territories ruled by
Naraka. At the time of Bhagadatta
Pragjyotisha reached to its pinnacle
of glory. The soldiers from Burma
and China fought in the Kuruks-
hetra war under Bhagadatta’a
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iDanner. This king had a pleasure
«eat in the city of naodern Bangpur
which was at the centre of his
'kingdom. Under Bhagadatta
Assam became a country of hetero-
geneous population consisting of
the Austrics. Dravidians, Aryans
rand Mongolians.

From the early part of the later
Tedic age down to the age of the
Iffahajanapadas, the kingdom of
Xamarupa was one of the power-
iul countries of Northern India.
The history of Magadhan ascen-
dancy at the cost of the neighbo-
Tiring countries began from the 6bh
century B.O. Kamarupa experienced
encroachments upon her borders.
Magadha gradually extended tow-
ards the east and ultimately at the
time of the Nandas and Mauryas
absorbed western Kamarupa. The
first epigraphic record which refers
Xamarupa is the famous ‘Allahabad
Trasasti’ of Samudragupta. In this
Inscription Kamarupa is referred to
as a frontier kingdom along with
Samatata, Davak, Nepal, and Katri-
pura. So it appears that at the
time of Samudragupta, Kamarupa,
regained her lost position. Pushy-
avarman, the contemporary Kama-
rupa king fought with Samudra-
gupta and acknowledged the supre-
macy of the great Gupta Emperor.
As a result the tract of territory
Taetween the rivers Kausika and
Tista to the south of the district
-of Jalpaiguri was made Pundravar-
dhanabhukfci.

Yuan Ohwang informs that a
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series of hills that reached th®
Onfines of China formed the east-
ern boundary of contemporary
Assam. Th3 Chinese Pilgrim visited.
Kamarupa at the reign of Bhaskara-
varman who was a very powerful
king. Under Bhaskara the westarn-
limit of Kamarupa included the-
eastern part of Magadha, Pundra-
vardhana and Karnasuvarna, which
touched the sea. The southern sea-
route from Tamralipti was contro-
lled by Bhaskaravarman Accor-
ding to the Kalika Puran the shrine
ofKamakhya stands at the centse
of the kingdom which stretched on
all sides for one hundred yojanas.
According to the Yogini Tantra.
the eastern boundary of Kamarupa
was the Dikhoo river, the river
Karatoya flowed on the west, mount
Kunjagiri stood on the east
and the southern boundary went
upto the rivers Lakshya and the
Brahamaputra. So we see that even
at a later period Assam included
northern and eastern Bengal, part
of Bhutan, the Khasi and Garo
hills and the northern half of the
district of Sylhet besides the Brah-
maputra valley. Thus it appears
that Pragiyotisha or ancient Kama-
rupa was a powerful and a much
larger kingdom than most of the
other kingdoms mentioned in the
the Mahabharata and most of the
Sixteen Mahajanapadas existing at
the time of the rise of Buddhism.
Minhag-us-siraj in his ‘Tabakat-
i-Nasiri’ gives usthe boundary of
mediaeval Assam. Itis mentioned
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that by tha beginning of the 13th
century, the river Bagmati (Kara-
toya) formed the western frontier of
a state of considerable power and
extent, under a monarch styled
Kamesvar. The eastsrn boundary
of the kingdom was the modern
districts of Nowgong and Darrang.
On the east of it there was the
valley of the Brahmaputra. At that
time it was divided into several
petty principalities. A line of Ohutia
kings were holding the region north
of the Brahmaputra and the east
of Subansiri and Disaug. The tract

outh and south-east of it was
possessed by several petty Bodo
tribes. Further west there was
the kingdom of the Kacharis,
stretching south of the Brahmaputra
across the Nowgong district. West
of the Kacharis and the Ohutias.
there were the domains of a number
of Bhuyans covering both the banks
of the Brahmaputra- They were
the heads of different tribes by
which the valley was then peopled.
Some of them were ambitious and
they conquered and absorbed the
adjoining territories and the king-
doms thus formed continued to
exist until they crumbled down
owing to the weakness of their
successors. The borders of the
kingdoms of the Ohutias and the
Kacharis were occupied by some
of the hill tribes, the Singphos and
the Nagas.

la the 13th century, the Ahoms,
an off-shoot of the great Shan race
entered Assam through the North-
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Eastern boundary. They followed
the course of the Lohit and the=
Eastern tributaries of the Brahma-

putra and reached to its valley
after crossing the Patkai. They
first fought with the indigenous

people of the region who were divi-
ded into small principalities, and.
"were not in a position to resist-
the advance of the powerful in-
vaders. By the 15th century the
Ahoms consolidated their power iu.
Upper Assam. Sections of the Nagas
and the Kacharis were brought
under their domination. But real
Ahom expansion and conquest
began from the 16th century, when-
the Ahom king Suhungmung, the®
Dihingia Raja, annexed the kingdom
of the Ohutias centering round
their capital at Sadiya. The same=
king drove the Kacharis from their
stronghold at Dimapur. The Bhuyaa
chieftains who had been ruling in
the north bank of the Brahmaputra
were brought under Ahom control.
The Ahom history of the 17th
century was mainly the history of
Ahom-Mughal conflicts arose because
of the ambitions of the Mughals to
extend their territories further to-
the east, the intervention of te™
Ahoms in the affairs of the rival
princes of Ooochbehar who posse-
ssed a considerable portion of Bengal
besides western part of Assam and
the violation by the Ahom of the
terms of the treaties entered into
by them with Mughals. By the
beginning of the 18th. century the
Ahom king Rudra Singha, a man.
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great ability and ambition, orga-
nised a confederacy of the Rajas

Eastern India with a view to oust
the Mughals. After this king, the
Tiistory of the Ahom is one of inter-
nal strifes and dissensions, down-
fal and disintegration. In 1817, the
Burmese invaded the country and,

in 1922, achieved complete donaj-
nation of Assam. But in 1824, the
British entered Assam and expelled
the Burmese for their commanding
position. By the treaty of Yandabu,

signed in 1826, Assam passed
under the control of East India
Company.

APPLJISD PSYCHOLOGY

OuB psTCHOLOCY teacher, discussing conditioned responses, eagerly

described a project he had undertaken.

By playing recordings at

family meali, and thus associating gieat music with the pleasure of

eating, he hoped to make his children music-lovers.

But one prac-

tical student had a query : “‘Supposing every time the good music

they feel hungry ?”

—Contributed by h. g.

Lecturing oOn the penalties of being unobservant, our professor

told us about a girl

in one of his classes.

“She was attractive and

seemingly intelligent,” he said, “but so unobservant that she actually
said the moon rises full, goes into a half-moon midway in the sky,

turns into a crescent and then disappears.”

He paused, looked

thoughtful for a moment, then added, “She was engaged before the

term was over.
moon.”
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One of the boys took her out and showed her the

—Contributed by G, D. Hake
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Results of the Annual Fine Arts Competition—1960.

Assamese Modern Song:
1st Mridula Das
2nd Mohendra Hazarika
3rd Mayarani Das and
Nirmali Das
Bhajan:
1st Mridula Das
2nd Mohendra Hazarika
3rd P. Guha Neogi

Eabindra Sangeet;
1st Mayarani Das
2nd Mridula Das
3rd Joydev Sarma
Bargeet;
1st Mridula Das
2nd Mohendra Hazarika
3rd Mayarani Das
Bihugeet:
1st Mayarani Das
2nd Tulsi Mahanta
3rd Gopal Gogoi
Khol:
1st Giridhar das
2nd Tulsi Mahanta
3rd Rudra Goswami
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Bengali Modern Song :

1st Mayari Das

2nd Pritibhusan Guha Neogi

3rd Samarendra Roy
Gajal:

1st Mayarani Das

2nd Mohendra Hazarika

3rd Mridula Das
Bangeet :

1st Mayarani Das

2nd Mohendra Hazarika

3rd Biren Bora
Lokageet:

1st Samarendra Roy
2nd Mohendra Hazarika
3rd Biren Bora
Bag Pradhan ;
1st Mridula Das
2nd Joydev Sarma
Khayal:
1st Mridula Das
Esraj:
Kalipada Seal
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Tribal Pong :

1st Joydev Sarma

2nd Lalifc Kumar Shyam
Flute :

Lokheswar Brahma
Tabla :

1st Ehagen Bhuyan

2nd Ranjan Ohakravorty
Sitar :

Sadhanmay Bhattacharya

(Special Prize)
Ohorous :

Third year Party ( Lead by
Kaliprasad Saikia)

Recitation:

Assamese :

1st Akhil Deka

2nd Arunima Barua

3rd Nagen Thakur
Sanskrit:

1st Arunima Barua

2nd Maitrayee Goswami

3rd Hemdhip Bhattacharya
English:

1st Akhil Deka

2nd Pradip Barua
Hindi :

1st Madan Agarwalla

2nd Kaushailya Kanuga

3rd Avtar Singh Lai
Bengali:

1st Urdhendu Das

2nd Akhil Deka and

Mihir Kanti Deb
3rd Arunima Baruah

Painting & Photography.

Water Colour :
1st Nizara Barkakoti
2nd Upen Kakati
3rd Jyoti Rai Barua
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Monochrome ;
1st Pradip Senapati
2nd Purabi Dutta
3rd Fulshing Rajput.
Lin(3 Drawing:
1st Narendra Ranjan Goswami
2nd Samar Sing Rabha

Pencil Drawing :
1st Kamala KantaiTalukdar.
2nd Biian Kumar Seal
3rd Biren Ohoudhury.
Photography :
1st Pramath Hazarika
2nd Bipnl Kumar Ohaudhury
3rd Ramendra Prasad Kakati
41;h Consolation Prize
Pradip Kumar Labhiri.

Essay & Story

Assamese Short Story :
1st Hamen Gogoi
2nd Krisnananda Das and
Sashi Ranjan Das
3rd Mamani Goswami and
Atul Sarma
Assamese Poem :
1st Mayashree Barkakati

2nd Tulshi Mahanta and
Sashi Ranjan Nath
3rd Atul Sarma

Bengali Short Story :
1st Mihir Kanti Deb
2nd Urdhendu Das
3rd. Mamani Goswami and
Sadhanmoy Bhattacharya

Bengali Poem ;
1st Mihir Kanti Deb
2nd Harekrisna Deka and
Urdhendu Das
3rd Mukti Deb,
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Assamese Essay :
1st Nagen Thakur
2nd Harekrisna Deka
3rd Biren Talukdar

Bengali Essay :
1st Urdhendu Das
2nd Dolan Dasgupta
3rd Dilip Dutta

Hindi Essay :
1st Tarsen Singh Rait
2nd A, Nabi & Avtar Sing Lai

English Short Story :
1st Mamani Goswami

English Poem:
1st Urdhendu Das
2nd Harekrisna Deka
3rd Kusum Bordoli

English Essay;
1st Urdhendu Das

Embroidery Weaving

Embroidery :
1st Khagen Bhuyan
2nd Jyoti Duarah
3rd Nilima Saha and
Purabi Dutta
Special prize—Khagen Bhuyan

RESULTS OP vn\»

Lace Work :
1st Surupa Das
2nd Purabi Dutta and
Nilima Saha
3rd Labanya Kowar

Bag Work ;
1st Purabi Dutta
2nd Khagen Bhuyan

Cross Stitch :

1st Geeta Dutta
Knitting :

1st Labanya Kowar

2nd Kaushalya Kanuga
Weaving :

1st Moni Labeng

2nd Labanya Kowar

3rd Surupa Devi

One Act Play Competition :

Best Actor—
1st Pradip Barua in “Kodo
Bahat Jui”
2nd Biren Das in “Sarukathai
Bar”

Special prize—Prabhat Gogoi
in “Bhitory Neriba Betha”

Best Actress—Hemanta Deka.
Best Group—=>1n
Best Competitor—MRIDULA DAS

GEMERAL SPORTS.

PART-I

BOYS EVENTS :

(A) 20,000 metres race :
1st Darpa Kr. Bora
2nd Bhawa Doley
3rd Parashu Ram Kumar
4ht Anil Das
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5th Amitava Roy

6th Avtar Singh Lai
7th  Modan Ch. Pegu
8th Kanak Basumatari
9th Rohini Kr. Bhuyan
10th H, Rahman
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(B) 10,000 metres race :

1st Darpa Kr. Bora

2ad Avtar Singh Lai

3rd Anil Das
Parashu Ram Kumar

4th Purna Oh. Sa,ngma

5th Kutub Ahmed
Bhawa Doley

6th Nallni Hazarika
Iqubal Hazarika

(C) 5,000 metres race :
1st Darpa Kr, Bora
2nd Avtar Singh Lai
3rd Anil Das
4th Bhava Delay
5th Dilip Kr. Kakaty

(D) 1,500 metres race :
1st Paban Kr. Borborah
2nd Motiyur Rohman
3rd Bhawa Doley

(E) 800 metres race
1st Darpa Kr. Bora
2nd Bhawa Deley
3rd Kutub Ahmed

(F) 400 metres race;
1st Rama Bora
2nd Bhawa Doley
3rd Ohoujit Gohain

(G) 200 metres race ;
1st B. Bhuyan
2nd H, Rohman
3rd 0. Gohain

(H) 100 metres race :
1st Choujit Gohain
2nd H. M. Shahi
D. Home Ohowdhury
3rd B, Bhuyan
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(I) 400 metres hurdles race :

1st J. Roy
2nd 0. Gohain
3rd R. Bora

(J) 200 metres hurdles race :
1st Kutub Ahmed
2nd J. Roy
3rd C, Gohain

(K) 100 metres hurdles
1st J. Roy
2nd 0. Gohain
3rd Naren Dutta

(L) Javelin Throw ;
1st Pratap Sonowal
2nd 0. Gohain
3rd Nafil Hussain

(M) Discus Throw ;
1st Pratap Sonowal
2nd Nafil Hussain
3rd Ranjit Gogoi

(N) Hammer Throw :
1st 0. Gohain
2nd Prasanna Raikonwar
3rd Ballav Das

(O©) Shot-put;
1st P. Sonowal
2nd N, Rahman
3rd P. Buragohain

(P) High-jump -
1st Nafil Hussain
2nd 1. Ao
3rd N. G. Phungshak

(Q) Running Broad-jump
1st P. Ghose
2nd H. Rahman
3rd R. Bora
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Wr.iner ot th3 “Best Team” in the
A1l Assam Intar College Music Competition.

Ranjib Gogoi, a noted Social Se.-v'ice Woi-ker o: our College.
He twice gave his blood frei-ly for others in the same year.






(R) Hop step and jump :
1st P. Ghose
2nd H. Kalita
3rd N. Dutta

(S) Pole-vault:
Ist N. G. Phungshak
2nd K. Ahmed
3rd H. Kalita

PART I11-Girl’s:

(A) 200 miles walking race :
1st Khirada Rajkumari
2nd Ohenimala Konwar
3rd Kaushalya Kanuga
4th K. V. Shushilla Nayar
5th Kiron Baruah
6th Oharu Ohelleng

(B) 400 metres race :
1st Winne Marak
2nd Renuka Das
3rd Kiron Baruah
4th Kalpana Baruah

J) 200 metres race :

1st Kiron Baruah

2nd Nizara Barkakaty
3rd Renuka Das

D] 100 metres race :
1st Winne Marak
2nd Nizara Barkakati

Kiron Barua
3rd Renuka Das

(E) 80 metres hurdle :
1st Nizara Barkakati
2nd Renuka Das
3rd Winne Marak

COTTONIAN

(F) Balance Racs :
1st Poli Baruah
2nd Winne Marak
3rd Kiron Barua

(G) Music Chair :
1st Pranati Das
2nd Kiron Baisya
3rd Nizara Barkakati

(H) Jeveline throw;
1st Khiroda Rajkumari
2nd Nizara Barkakati
3rd K. V. Shusheela Nayar

(I) Discuss :
1st Khiroda Rajkumari
2nd Nizara Barkakati
3rd Bidyut Phukan

(K) Arrow Shotting :
1st Kalpana Baruah
2nd K. Kanuga
3rd L. Amengalla

(LD Running Broad Jump :
1st Kiron Barua
2nd Nizara Barkakati
8rd Winne M'erak

(M) Three legged race ;
1st Sone Barkakati
Hemlata Deka
2nd Poli Baruah
Kalpana Baruah

New Executive Body’s race :
1st Tapan Sarma
2nd Binode Sarma
3rd Ashok Das

Volunteer’s race :
1st Jyotipada Ohoudhury'
2nd Tapan Sarma
3rd Gunin Bardalai
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Profs, race :
1st Prof. J. Rajkhowa
2nd Prof. K. Bora
3rd Prof. B. Daka

mGo-As-you like ;
1st Arabinda Pathak
2nd Nizara Barkakati
3rd Sushila Nayar

Tug-of-War:
(a) Executive Body :
Old Vs New

Result-Old ;
>b) of Prof.—Arts Vs Science
Result—Science
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Best Four :

Long Runner—Darpa Bora
Short Runner—Ohoujit Gohain
Thorower Runner—P. Sonowal
Jumper Runner—P. Ghosh

Menial’s Prize :

1st Bandhu Barman
2nd Ibrahim

3rd Deonandan

4th Tilak Barman

Boys’ Champion—Ohoujit Gohain

Girls’ Champion—Nizara Barkakati
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Annual Reports of the Secretaries

General Secretary :

First of all I offer my heartiest
thanks to my dear Oottonians who
elected me to General Secretariship
of Cotton College Union Society for
this session. Indeed | am at a loss
for words of gratitude to express
my thanks for their sincere sup-
port extended to me during the
year.

The task of a Union Secretary
is not a very agreeable one. But
the responsibility, that had fallen
on me inspired me to forget all
the fears and gave me a new
passion and vigour to work for
the causes of the Oottonians. This
year, unfortunately was a year of
sorrow. We were terribly motified
at the recent happenings that shook
the state of Assam, and the heavi-
est blow struck over College when
one of our dearest Oottonians, Late
Ranjit Barpujari died as a result
of brutal police firing inside the
College hostel on the 4th July,
1900. This day will be indelibly
written in our minds for all times
to come in bold black letters as a
day of sorrow and mourning. We
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can ill afford to forget the memory
of Late Ranjit as well as the barba-
r'c cruelty and oppression of the
police on the peace loving Cotto-
nians. May the soul of Ranjit rest
in peace |

I am constrained to open this;
report with this tragedy because
we all feel disgust and abomination
for all those who perpetrated this
inhumanity and the deepest sorrow
for the dead and injured. But on
the other hand | am extremly
proud of our Cottonian friends
who showed exemplary moral
courage, restraint and sincerity
during the troubled times, and
whose behaviour upheld the pres-
tige of the true Cottonian spirit
in the whole of Assam, nay
throughout India. So, | take this-
opportunity of congratulating you.
all through this humble report.

The police firing in our college
hostel on 4th July, 1960 was a.
violation of the sanctity of Educa-
tional Institution in a malevolent
manner. To ensure that a repetition

.of such a barbarous act can never

occur in future. We met Education
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Minister, the Education Secretary,
Secretary, Govt, of Assam, the D. P.
I. and other to guarantee the
msafety of peaceful boarders inside
their hostels. We explained to them
that our students must be treated
with uncharitable indifference ; if
they are to be the future leaders
of our country, they should be
cherished with outmost care and
attention and safeguarded from
such cold-blooded atrocities of the
police. The Education Minister, the
D. P. I, and Education Secretary,
of course, assured us that in future,
there would be no recurrance of
such atrocities.

This year the Governor of
Madras Sri B. R. Medhi paid or
visit to our College on 21st Dec.
1959 and our Students gave him
rousing reception. Two great Sar-
vodaya leaders, Dada Dharma-
mdhikari and T. Ramchandran also
delivered laetures to our Students.
I am really proud to say that our
Students were the first to rehabili-
tation work at Goreswar.

Before concluding, I congratulate
the mebmers of our College Music
teams, Table Tennis team, Gymna-
sium team and Tennis team for
their brilliant performances in the
last compecitions.

Thanking you all.

Sincerely yours,
Dilip Kumar Kakati

Asstt. General Secretary:

I would like to take this oppor-
tunity of expressing my sincere
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thanks to my dear Cottonian friends
for having enabled me to serve them
as their Assistant General Secretary.
My portfolio is one that hardly
leaves any room for a report, as
no definite responsibilities are
delegated to me. As such I have
nothing more to do in the matter
of reports than to endorse what
the General Secretary has said in
his report. All I can say to my dear
Cottonians is that I have done my
best in endevouring towards an
all round development of my Alma
Mater.

The year 1960 has proved to be
a trying year for Cotton College
but our Cottonians have emerged
from thin trials and tribulations
with remarkable restraint and forti-
tude. Our Secretary has steered
the ship bravely during the storm
and deserves our whole-hearted
encomium. In conclusion | crave
the indulgence of my fellow-Cotto-
nians for all.inadvertant acts of
omission and commission.

, yours faithfully,
Dimbeswar Narzaree

Social Service :

In setting out to write a brief
r<;view of the Social Service acti-
vities of this year, I woiild first
like to convey my heartful thanks
to my dear Cottonian friends for
giving me the proud priviledge
to serve them as the Social Service
Secretary of the Cotton College
Union Society.
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Soon after the installation cere-
mony of Union Society, the Social
Service volunteers sold flags on
Flag Day and collected a handsome
amount. Our volunteers had rendered
good and meritorious service in
maintaining discipline and order
in the AIll India History Congress
which was held at Gaiihati. Their
service was appreciated by the
delegates coming from different
parts of India.

I had the opportunity tolead a
batch of Oottonians to participate
in the AIll Assam Youth Gamp at
Digboi in 1960. We took Kkeen
interest in the camp activities and
made "the organisation a successful
one. Itis also worthmentioning that
we did well in all competitive
activities at the camp.

During the tenure of my Secre-
taryship it is most gratifying
to note that some of our volunteers
rendered humanitarian service by
donating blood to some patients
who were in the verge of death
and saved the lives of those for-
tunate persons. | shall be failing
in my duty if I do not mention
the names of Shri Ranjit Gogoi, Shri
Pratap Sonowal and Shri Parama
Lahan who freely gave their blood
for others.

It is known to all that the Oofcto-
nians had to pass through grevelling
times during the last July distur-
bances. But despite all troubles,
our Oottonians rendered valuable
service to the riot-stricken people.
We, the volunteers with Prof.
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Kishoree Mohan Pathak and Prof.
Asraf Ali went to Goreswar which
was one of the worst effected areas
in the last disturbances, to help
evacuees in rehabilitation work.
We constructed houses for them
and tried to remove the fear of
insecurity from their mind.

Our attempts to open a First Aid
class in our college somehow did
not materialise due to certain diffi-
culties.

This year, the Annual Social
Service camp was held at Rani in
the month of October. We did some
village upliftment work there. We
constructed a road, cleaned the
village and planted various fruit
trees around the school compound
of that locality. We also visited
many villages and urge upon the
villagers to educate themselves and
their children and to undertake
new methods of -cultivation for
large scale production.

It is needless to urge the impor-
tance of a Poor Fund in our college
But this is not possible without
the help of Government and the
college authorities. So, | request
the Government and the college
authorities to sanction money and
the students to contribute to start
such a fund by which many
poor students would be benefitted.

I take this opportunity through
the columns of the college magazine
to offer my respectful thanks to
Prof. Kishoree Mohan Pathak, in-
charge of my section whose active
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interest and able guidance has
helped me to discharge my duties..

Dhirendra Nath Kalita

Music Secretary:

To day, as | pen my report
on activities of the year, | am at
once reminded of the day about
a year back when | was busy
trying to secure success in the elec;-
tion as Music Secretary. | remember
my friends and well wishers who
made it possible for me to serve
them in my present -capacity. |
am deeply thankful to them.

The Annual Music Social of this
year took place on 13th Jan,’60
with our revered and learned
principal, Shri H. 0. Goswami in
the chair. The seat of chief guesst
was occupied by Shri Bishr.u
Prasad Rabha, the most beloved
and respected artist of Assam. |
am indebted to the guest artists
who so kindly accepted my invi-
tation and added their parts
towards the success of the function
The special feature this time that
deserves mention is the inclusion
and importance given to folk music-
This inclusion encourages the artists
living on the interior areas to show
their worth. The girls of the college
particularly obliged me very much
with their voluntary co-operation.
The drama presented by the girls’
section was highly appreciated
from all quarters.

It is indeed gratifying to be
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able to say that this year also th&
Music section was successful in
securing the first place in the All
Assam Inter-Oollege Music compe-
tition held at Jorhat. Amongst the
previous successful years this batch
deserves special congratulations
and recognitions. Two girls from
our college won the coveted best-
manship of the year. This event
also marks a unigue and unpre-
cidented success in the field of
music for our college,,

Before closing my report I must
refer to the lamentable paucity of
necessary musical instuments. The
immediate replacement of the
existing ones has become the grea-
test need. | shall be failing in my
duty if 1 omit as the secretary to
mention the ungrudging assistance
rendered to me by the student-
workers, artists and also to my
respected professors having keeu
interest in matters musical. Lastly,
I take this opportunity to express
my heartfelt thanks to all.

Balen Hazarika

Cultural Affairs Section:

At the very outset I must offer
my heartiest thanks to the Ootto-
nians for giving me the opportu-
nities of serving them as the
Secretary of the Cultural Affairs
Section for the year 1959-60.

This year the College Week was
a grand success with an attractive
Art Exhibition, Symposium and
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-other competitions. | am glad to
announce that we had amidst us
chief guests Raghunath Ohoudhary
and Ambikagiri Roychoudhury.
Our Pine Arts exhibition was an
eye-catching one. | am thankful
to Shri Adya Sarma for his water
colour depicting the history of
Assam at a glance which was the
highlight of the exhibition.

This year we observed the Tithi
of Shri Sankardeva. | must admit
that the interest of the Oottonians
towards Assamese Arts and Cul-
ture is no doubt gradually increa-
smg. Shri Narahari Burabhakat
from Barpeta Satra demonstrated
Sutradhari and Dashabatar Nritya.

I am thankful to all my Cotto-
nian friends and my Prof-incharge.
Shri K. Sarma for their allround
co-operation and able guidance.

It is my regret that the state
wide disturbances and the gloom
cast over our college by the recent
tragedy stood in the way of any

further cultural activities in the
college.

Binoy Kumar Medhi

Girls’ Common Room:

At the very outset T offer my
thanks to my colleagues for giving
me the opportunity of serving them
as secretary of the Girls’ Common
Room during the year 1959-60.

Regarding the Common Room
itself, 1 am sorry to say that inspite
of repeated requests for its extension
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to accommodate increasing number
of students every year. The author-
rities have not yet taken sufficient
interest in it. Though one small
classroom was added to the common
room yet the combined area fell
far short of the eying needs of the
students. | hope that the authorities
in the near future will solve this
problem by building a sufficiently
large common room. At present
the common room is provided with
two dailies, two weeklies, one
fortnightly & several Kkinds of
indoor games such as table-tennis,
carrom ets. but these are still in-
sufficient for our needs. | have been
able to add some indoor games
and magazines.

Inspite of the terminal exami-
nations which were knocking at the
door, the celebration of Saraswati
Puja this year was quite grand as
the decorations were a bit moder-
nized for which my thanks are
due to my helpers.

| am indeed proud to annouce

that for the first time in the history
of Cotton College, an one-act play
was staged successfully by the Girls’
Common Room. A group dance
was also staged again after the
lapse of several years- A further
notable achievement of the Girls’
Common Room was the winning
of the honour of the individual
‘Best Man’ by two girls at the All
Assam Inter-Oollege Music Compe-
tition.

Lastly I express my thanks to
the Principal and Prof. S. Dutta.
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for the help and guidance rendered
to me during the tenure of my
office.

Susheela Nair

Minor Games:

At the very out set | offer my
gratitude to the students of Cotton
college for giving me the oppor-
tunity to serve them as the secre-
tary of minor games section.

This year, the Standard achieved
by the Oottonians in badminton
evinced considerable satisfaction
and it is expected that our badmi-
nton players will do better in
future. 1 am proud to record that
this year the number of participants
in the Annual Badminton Compe-
tition was quite satisfactory and it
surpassed the previous records.
Because of the lack of permanent
and well equiped badmintion courts
in our college, most of the games
of the Annual Badmintion Compe-
tition were played at the Gauhati
Indoor Stadium. The professors’
badminton final, was more in-
teresting than others. Our college
had joined the Sixth All Assam
Inter-College Sports Festival but
unfortunately our team was defea-
ted by the Assam Enginnering
college in the semi-final.

This year, the Minor Games
Section of the C.C.U.S. had shown
more interest in volley-ball. Cotton
college Inter-club competition which
is an annual feature of this section
was held amidst great enthusiasm
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this year. Our volley-ball team
also had joined in the A.A.l.C.S.F.
but was beaten by the Nalbari
College in the semi-final.

Lastly, | offer my hearty thanks
to the Cottonian friends who
rendered all possible help inthe
function of my duties. | also offer
my hearty thanks to the Prof. in-
charge Prof. D. Sarma for his
valuable advice and gquidance in
discharging my duties and respo-
nsibilies. .

Binode Kumar Sarma

Boys’ Common Room &
General Sports:

First of all I must offer my
heartful thanks to the cottonians
for giving me the opportunity of
serving them as the General Sports
and Boys’ Common Room Secretary
for the year 1959-60.

| feel proud that | had privilege

of serving my almamater as a Gene-
ral Sports and Boys’ Common Room
Secretary. | do not know bow
far 1 have been successful in dis-
charging my duties. But there is
no doubt that the standard of the
Games and Sports achieved this
year is appreciably high. So in the
6th All Assam Inter College Sports
Festival the Cotton College table
tennis team could annex the All
Assam Inter-College table tennis
title for the first time in its career.

Lastly I hope for a Bright future
of Athletics as well as the Athletic
Section of our college.

Abdul Hannan Chowdhury
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Cricket Section :

At the very beginning of my
annual report | offer ray heartfelt
thanks to the cottonians for giving
me the proud privilege to serve
them as their cricket secretary:

This year also the inter-class
cricket competition was held and
ended successfully. The second
year class team won the coveted
cup. At the same time an exhibition
cricket match was played between
the professors’ X1 and the winner
of the inter-class cricket competi-
tion. The professors’ Xl played
well and won the match.

This time we joined the Sabitri-
Bala cricket competition, in which
the college team showed good form.
We defeated the Engineering College
in the first round. But unfortu-
nately due to our annual exami-
nation we could not play the second
round.

This year four players oi our college
team were selected to represent
the Gauhati University in the inter-
‘versity cricket tournament. They
were Sri R. P. Borua, (vice-captain)

B. Ohoudhury, P. Sonowal, and
A. Ghatak,

Lastly I am grateful to the
professor-in-charge Shri 0. D. Gogoi
for his valuable advice and proper
guidance in discharging my duties.

Ashis Kumar Chakravarty

Gymnasium Section :

The Gymnasium Section of Cotton
College has, for the past five or
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six years, always brought honour
and prestige to the college. One-
of the best gyamnasia in Assam,
it has produced many a fine speci-
men.

This year, too, it swept most of
the main items, in the last Inter-
College mut held at Jalukbari
Capturing the first place in the heavy
weight group and second place in
mid-heavy group in weightlifting,
the first and second position in
muscle-controlling, besides other
victories in the various other items,,
it was proclaimed the best team ;
but the crowning glory was the
winning of the title ‘Mr. Gauhati
University 1960-61" by our muscu-
lar Ballab Das.

The gymnasium section  of
Cotton College has created a fine
tradition, and my sincerest wish
is that the future cottonians will
try to live up to its reputation and
make it possible to add even greater
laurels to this cherished institution
of ours.

Ashok Kumar Das

Asst, Editor Cottonian &
Auditor:

‘The function of the Assistant

Editor, ‘Cottonian’ and Auditor

shall ordinarily be to render help
in all matters which lie under the
purview of the Editor, ‘Oottonian*™
and to scrutinise the accounts of
the office bearers and prepare and
submit an audit report to the
President.’
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In a democratic society the con-
stitution should be properly obeyed
and honoured with due respect to
it. But do we always do so ? That
is why the report for which you
are asking me can really be bettar
done without- | think that amend-
ments to the constitution for the
function of auditor should be made.

The total amount granted to be
spent in different offices of cotton
mcollege union society is Rs. 20,000™
00 Np. All the accounts should be
mduly and timely checked. 1 think
that the retiring union society
should always place full financial
accounts before the cottonians on
or before the installation ceremony
of the new union society. So |
want to suggest the retiring union
society to do so,

Jitendra Nath Barman

Debating & Symposium :

| took over the charges of th

Debating and Symposium Section,
Cotton College Union Society with
a high hope and desire of infu-
sing a new spirit of debating effi-
ciency in the cottonians and of
adding something new to this sec-
tion. But, to my utter regret, it
appeared to me quite impossible
to execute my hopes and desires
due to the circumstances prevalent
in Assam and Cotton College in
particular in the year 1960. There-
fore, during the session 1959-60,1
could only organise a few debates
in the very traditional way.
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This year’s Annual Debating and
Extempore speech  competitions
were held in connection with the
College Week Festival under the
presidentship of Justice H.R.
Deka of Assam High Court on 7th
January 1960. The Gauhati Inter
College Debating competition which
is also an annual feature of the
C.C.U.S. was held on 19th. Febru-
ary 1960 with Sri K. P. Tripathy,
Planning Minister, Govt, of Assam
in the chair. Besides these compe-
titions, two friendly debates were
also held in our College during the
session 1959-60

It is really worth mentioning
that it was probably for the first
time that a team of debaters was
sent outside Assam to participate
in the ‘Third Ail India Inter College
Debate competition which was held
at Bengal Engineering College on
15th February 1960. under the
auspices of the B E.C.S.U. Sri Girish
£h. Sarmah and Sri Woordhendu
Das of 4th year B. A. class re-
presented our team.

In view of the above facts, the
Debating and Symposium section
of the C.C.U.S, under the genuine
guardianship of Prof. Ashraf Ali,
Prof.-in-charge of the Debating and
Symposium Section had given a
serious thought in the matter.

Lastly, 1 acknowledge my grati-
tude to Prof-in-charge Ashraf Ali
and our respected professors’ co-
operation and good wishes in
carrying out the various activities
of this section.
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| wish a bright future of the
young debaters of our College and
also of the Debating and Sympo-
sium Section.

Hem Chandra Talukdar

Football Section *

At the very out set | offer my
thanks and sincere gratitude to all
the Oottonians for giving me the
privilege to serve them as their
foot-ball secretary.

Though, due tovarious reasons
we could not participate in the
major games this year, yet it is
seen that our College team
was in tha best of form. All the
major games like Inter Colleg tour-
nameut etc. c&uld not be held due to
the disturbed situation arising out
of the language controversy. The
only game played by our team was
Inter-Gauhati Educational Institu-
tion League. In this League compe-
tition our team gave a good perfor-
mance and became the champions.
This year our College Foot-ball
Blue has been awarded to Mr.
Akhil Deka.

Unfortunately our players had to
face great hardships in carrying
on their practice due to our College
ground being improperly maintained
and due to lack of good coaching.

Lastly I gratefully acknowledge
the help and guidance offered by
our Professor-in-charge Prof. B.
Deka and our Vice president Prof.
A. Rahman.

Tapan Chandra Sarma
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Tennis Section :

I wish to express my sincer®
thankfulness to my dear oottonians-
for electing me to this heavily
responsible and exalted office for
the session 1959-60. How for 1
have justified my election I cannot-
say, but this much | like to say
that | tried my level best to under-
take some of the developmental
works and to give the final touch
to the dues of thre preceding term™
I believe that the huge sums of
money allotted to different sections
should be spent on developmental
works rather than on current
expenditure to the extent possible
I legitimately claim that | tried ta
follow this principle throughout
my tenure of office.

As for some of the works done
during my term Isay that | has-
tened the construction of the net
fencing and the completion of the
newly constructed gravel court.
This enabled me to inaugurate the
new court in the early part of my
term. Help from the P.W.D. is
worth mention in this context. The
Tennis Section is particularly grate-
ful to Shri Ghana Datta who
responded well to all requests made
by us. The Tennis Section may
well look for further co-operation
from Shri Datta in constructing
the lawn tennis courts in the church
field. 1 ask my successor to expe-
dite the construction of the lawn
tennis courts on the ground that
more and more Cottonians will
avail themselves of the opportu-
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nity of learning this kind of games
i.e.. tennis. The two existing courts
are quite insufficient to accommodate
the tennis aspirants of this insti-
tution two thousand strong. | regret
to say that | had to quash the
move taken by some lady-students
to learn tennis due to the simple
fact that we could not provide them
proper adequate facilities. 1 urge
the new secretary to give serious
consideration to this matter right
from the commencement of the term
1960-61.

Coming to tennis in our college
in my session | am proud to say
that we have a fair standard in
relation to Assam tennis we have
got a good member of prospective
players who should explore &ex-
ploit their talents. | urge them to
be more delight.

We usually stage three compe-
tition in a year—two of which are
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college competitions and the other
one is an All-Assam Doubles com-
petition. This year we have been
mere so placed that we were formd
to abandon the AIll Assam one i.e.
the Zaman Gup competition.

In this context | like to express
my sincere thankfulness to my pro-
fesor-in-charge S. M' Islam, Prof. I.
D. Sarma and others for the signal
service they have rendered to this
section. | would say that they are
the mainstay of tennis in our college
I hope that this lordly game will
thrive leaps and bound under their
patronage. The Section is indeed
rortunate enough to secure their
sincere solicitude,

I hope | would be co absolved
from all acts of omission and commi-
ssion which crept in without my
knowledge. | conclude wishing all
success to this section.

Pradip Kumar Mahanta.
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Sujit Gohain,
Best Athlete of the year. Pratap Sonowal, Best thrower ol the

year, a ’Varsity cricket player, and a
distinguished Social Servica Worker.

Miss Olee Eora,

who annexed ‘Triple Crown’

1 in the Annual Badminton
Championspip

Bimla Dutta Lahkar .J_ogada bhuyan,
<(Table Tennis, Double-Orowns) (Badminton, Double-Crowns)



The Fourth July and Alter national consciousness stirred and
' rekindled by his immolation, and

The Fourth of July of the Dia- lives forever as part of the soil
mond Jubilee Year saw the conse- enriched by his life’s blood.
cration of our Alma Mater in the

blood of Cottonians. Under the ... ome to pass, and the blood-

alien regime, Cotton College, as gpeoq was entirely needless and sen-
one of the nation, had shared the gseless. It was not a blow of inevi-

hopes and trials of the freedom table fate, nor an act of the state,
struggle, and had invited on that but a frenzied outburst of men
score occasional visitations of official dressed in stripes of authority and
wrath. Numberless Cottonians, power. The cause of it was not in
many of whom today occupy impor- us. The cause was they whose
tant positions in society including guns showered bursts of death-fire
the Goverment itself, had joined, on the inmates of the Second and
fought and suffered in the national Third Blocks, felling Ranjit on the
movement. Cotton College had, there- hostel verandah in a lifeless heap,
fore, done its mite for the nation injuring and maiming six of his
in the stormy and uncertain days Oollege-mates,Sarvasri Amrit Bhatta-
of the preindependencaera. What charya, Tilak Hazarika, Netradhar
befell it on the 4th July of 1960 Das, Rudra Gohain, Amar Hazarika
was, therefore, a fresh fulfilment and Bhupen Sarma; and missing
of a sixty-year-old glorious tradi- quite a few others by hair-boeadth
tion. Ranjit Barpujari is .dead, yet margins. The whole thing was
he never died. Undead ahd undying, like a nightmare suddenly descen-
he remains forever as part of our ded from a bright summer-day

Yet what happened should never
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sky, casting a spell of dark terror
over the city-life, ihouands and
thousands of our countrymen, inclu-

violent outrage and demanded pro-
secution and punishment of the
guilty persons. The entire student

ding Ranjit’s father, had courted the/community of Assam took up the

rigours of British prison-life , or
faced death for India’s freedoom
and for the promise of a better
life for their children. Even in its
barest minimum that pomise held
out an assurance of freedom from
lawless onslaughts of the State
power as ensured in the Indian
Constitution and as was ensured to
the English people in the year 1215
A. D., by King John’s Magna Carta.
But what they did on the Fourth
July was a complet;e repudiation
of that promise and amounted to
a denial of a natural right of a
human being in any civilised society
to live in the sheltering bosom of
his home without being shot at or
shot down by trigger-happy my-
rmidions of the law. Nothing like
this had ever occurred within
living memory. noted by Prof.
Anandeswar Sarma, Secretary of
Cotton College Teachers’ Associs.-
tion, in a public statement conde-
mning the police action, “Never
in the history of Cotton College,
not even in the days .of the British
rule, was such an unholy outrage
committed in the holy name of law
and order on the life and liberty
of the «tudsnt commnmty in Assam.V
Voices of indignant protest were
raised throughout the country. The
press, political parties. Bar Asso-
ciations and other public bodies and
eminent individuals condemned the
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cause of Ootfconians as their own’,
and demanded with one voice due
redress of the inhuman and wanton
wrong. Let other people try to ease
their conscience by presenting the
student community as “the villain
of the piece,” but the truth is that
in fac3a of the gravest provocation
students behaved with the utmost
restraint and acted throughout the
crisis in a peaceful and disciplined
manner. Their strength lay in the
wonderful and unprecedented unity
and solidarity of their ranks
backed by a mighty upsurge of
popular opinion that demanded
justice.

Not alone students, but teachers
of the local colleges, the University,
and, in general, of all educational
institutions of the state, came out
fearlessly in defence of the sanctity
and liberty of academic life, and
took up this issue, involving a brutal
assault on students inside College
premises, as violation of their
own interests. Their action was a
vindication of the independent spirit

of the academic profession and
true to the ancient, noble tradi-
tions of “ Guru-Dharma. ” Our own

achers, b R 5 8 o7
comforting us and giving us stren-
gth and faith to tide over the trying
days. These and a thousand little
acts of kindness, words of comfort
and cheer, medical aid. from doctors,
contributions in cash and kind from

cornmiAN



all over Assam for the relief of
the injured and a myriad other
gfifts of fellow-feeling—helped to
Irighten the weight of that heavy
our.

The first flush of spontaneous
enthusiasm is over, but there is no
break in the crowded routine of
those who have shouldered the
burden of seeing it through the
Judicial Inquiry. The main respon-
sibility for this work has been
assumed by the Gauhati Nagarik
Sangha which has indeed set up
a new norm of public spirit in
Assam by its brave and disintere-
sted espousal of a popular 3ause.
In addition, it has opened a fund
to defray the costs of the judicial
procefedings, and thanks to the
unflagging zeal of its Secretary,
Sri Nalini Barkakati and its Presi-
dent, Sri Kamakhya Ram Barua,
and their two  assistants,
Sri Dhiren Barua and Professor
Biren Bardoloi of Pragjyotish
College, the enterprise has won the
the goodwill of thousands from all
over the state, rich and poor and
from every walk of life. No less
important is the contribution of a
kindred venture, the Fourth July
Fund, sponsored by the College
and University teachers of Gauhati
tinder the leadership OF Principal

Tirthanath Sarma of Pragjyotish
College.

But the brunt of toil has been
borne by the lawyers of Gauhati
whose services and legal talent
have been in incessant demand in
defence of right against might since
that fateful moment on the fourth
July when the trigger was pressed.
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Theirs has been entirely a labour
of love, a story of days, nights and
hours of unremitting effort given
freely and ungrudgingly to a cause.
It is an endeavour truly in line
with the high traditions of the
Indian Bar inspired by men like
Gandhi and Patel,-a rare so-ne-
thing in these days when the glit-
ter of gold, not the Kkindly light,
shows the way. The team of lawyers
that has Stood in the thick of it
all the way from July 4 includes Sri

Dinanath Medhi, Sri Joy Chandra
Choudhury, Dr. Jagadish Chandra
Medhi, Sri Kaliram Barman, Sri
Hareswar Goswami, Sri Mohiuddin
Ahmed, Sri Pulakananda Das, Sri
Uttam Tahbildar, Sri Suchen Bhu-
yan, SriPabitra Kataki, Sri Mana-

vendra Sarma, Sri Bishnukinkar
Goswami, Sri Saila Barua, Sri
Ramesh Bhattacharji, Sri Pabitra
Goswami, Sri Dinesh Goswami
and Sri Dambaru Pathak.
From among lawyers outside
Gauhati, special mention must

be made of Shri Rajen Barua of
Jorhat who had responded eagerly
to an urgent summons for his ser-
vices. Besides, Dr. Nilkamal Bez
Barua of Jorhat rendered valu-
able assistance in our efforts.
In fact, most of the local
lawyers, far too many for everyone
to be mentioned individually, have
put in their unsolicited quotas, big
and small, but all informed with
the same noble spirit. Inside Cotton
College besides the members of
the teaching staff, the College au-
thorities, and, in particular, our
Principal, Shri Harish Chandra
Goswami, and the Superintendent
of the 2nd Mess, Dr. Kalinath Sarma
took loving care of the injured
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victims and have shown a deep
solicitude for the welfare of all
Cottonians. All these, the doings of
numberless men, knov™n and un-
known, may seem unavailing bustle
in the day’s perspective, but things
of this kind are not merely pre-
served and cherished in memory,
but pass into life as new values
with a higher human content.

If the word that now follows

coTild be left unsaid, we would have
been happy. As we write this, we

are conscious of the m.any peculiar
difficulties that beset he Govern-

ment, being itself subjected to hos-
tile, unfounded criticism from
powerful quarters inside and outside

the State. We also remember the-
words of sympathy and distress

expressed by the representatives of
the Government, including State
Ministers and Sri, V. K. Krishna
Menbn, the Uiiion Defence Minister

and Srimati Indira Gandhi’
who had visited the hostel after'

the tragic event. In ordering pro-
mptly a judicial inquiry into the
police firing incident, the Govern-
ment, had also shown its awarenees
of popular «feelings. All this had
raised hopes in us of even-handed
justice from the State authority,

reinforced by assurances of com-
plete impartiality by the Govern-

ment. To our regret, these expect-
ations did not materialise, and the

Government has not held the
balance even between the interests
at odds in the Judicial Inquiry
proceedings or other matters direct-

ly traceable to the police firing
incident. This is a Government ins-
talled in power with the suport ol
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popular goodwill, pledged to demo-
cratic principles and pledged to the
noble ideals of the Father of the
Nation. Only the other day, Indias
President, Dr. Rajendra Prasad had
occasion to lament the growing
frequency of police firing in our
country. We, therefore, refuse, to
believe that the State authority or
the Chief Minister and his colleagues
could have had anything to do with
an occurrence which Shri Jawahar
Lai Nehru himself, our Prime Minis-
ter, described in a sorrowful tone
as ‘the killing of a blameless youth
inside a college hostel’. Yet, strange-
ly enough, the Government has
chosen to lend the dignity of its
name and a show of its authority
to the police action by submitting
a memorandum on it to the Inquiry
Commission. There could be little
cause for complaint if the State
memorandum had confined itself
entirely to the circumstances from
June 27 to the time immediately
before the incident, and not tried to
throw light on the raison detre Of the
actual firing. The onus of justifying
the use of fire-arms could be left by
the Government to those immediat-
ely responsible for it. But the per-
sent course gives the impression
that the State has thrown in its
weight to tip the scales in favour
one side,

Bssides providing for costly legal
assistance, the Government has
hired the services of a forensic
expert to help the party whose
official conduct is under scrutiny
by the Commission. This is a thing
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not to be grudged normally. The
demands of official duty or respo-
sibility sometimes force a State
employee into a proceeding before
a judicial authority where he has
to justify or to defend the trust
reposed in him by the State. In
that event he has a legitimate claim
on the state for assistance in the
from of legal and financial aid. If
on this consideration, the police
party has been given the backing
af all State resources including the
public exchequer, to show that it
had duly discharged the official
trust on July 4, had neither abused
it nor exceeded its bounds, by what
law or logic could Cotton College
be deemed a pariah department
unworthy to get the benefit of even
a single official naya paisa ? For
Cotton College, too, is charged by
the State with a trust, no less impor-
tant ; and among other respons-
bilities, its authorities have the
custody of more than a thousand
young people, mostly minors, admi-
tted to its hostels by the Govern-
ment and placed in the safe keep-
ing of the Saperintendents. Govern-
ment buildings have bsen damaged;
six Government wards have been
injured, one of them fatally; besides,
from the police side there are serious
allegations against them damaging

to their reputation and suggestive
of conduct contray to the law. It
is, we think, the moral as well as
legal duty of the Eduoatiou Autho-
rities to take up the matter as their
own concern, or at least to give
their local representatives, the
College administration, a fair and
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reasonable opportunity to explain
these very unusual occurrences in
the light of their own knowledge
and information. Obviously, some-
body has to speak on behalf of the
students who have suffered in life
and limb, and whose honour and
reputation are at stake. All this
happened while they were under
the roof of a Government hostel,
assured of due protection by the
State. The Education Authorities
do nothing about it, nor do they
back up the effort of the College
authorities with the necesary help.
Do they expect Ranjit to sit up
from his ashes and plead that he
was nooutlaw to be shot at sight
or that he was deprived of his
dear life in violation of Article 21
of the Indian Constitution. The
Indian Navy could prevail upon
the Central Government to make
a grant-in-aid for the defence of
Commander Nanavati in a criminal
case. Cotton College has surely a
far better claim on the generosity
of the State Government. Justice
is not a gift—packet air-dropped
from the blue by Kkindly angels;
eminent jurists and lawyers have
commented upon the heavy expen-
ses that the citizen in this country is
put to in going to law for justice.
The man who invented ithat hope-
ful maxim, ‘Murder will out,” meant
well but could not have meant it.
For, loop-holes in law and gapa
in official morality provide plenti-
ful exits for a culprit to
escape the consequences of his
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crime. An idle metaphor was not
Shakespeare’s purpose when he
made his Lear say ;

"Plate sin with gold,
And the strong lance of justice
hurtless breaks;
Arm it in rags, a pigmy’s
straw does pierce it.”

These apart, other things have
iDeen done with an extra dose of
zeal to add to our feelings of dis-
may and sorrow. Three of our
College-mates, Shri Dilip Kakati,
the Union Secretary, Shri Narayan
Deka and Shri Surjya Das have
‘been put under arrest and charged
with criminal offences. As their
cases are sub-judice, we are not
supposed to comment on their merit.
But one point needs explanation
from those entrusted with main-
tenance of law and OTder; why
was their enthusiam so luke-warm
in tracking down people who were
really at the root of the Fourth
July flare-up ? Or, is it that the
Buie of Law is not their rule, but
only an exceptionto it? The last
straw on our back is the reported

proceedings drawn up against
three of our teachers, for writing
to the press on the police

firing incident. Urged by a very
normal human instinct, they had
condemned the shedding of their
own students’ blood and written
to the press giving the lie to the
serious allegations against the stu-

dents made in justification of the
bloodshed. When trgedy struck on

the Fourth July, a completely un-
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heard-of situation suddenly deve-
loped ; the normal law was superse-
dad by a lawless law and people
ran in terror of their lives; the
usual protection from the state was
not available, and it is common
knowledge how our College autho-
rities failed to contact Shillong for
timely help, and more than that,
how our Principal’s First Infor-
raation report remained unattended
to and untraced for weeks. The
(government itself was in the dark
about what happened actually, and
was badly let down by its own
’sources’ which served it with
cooked—up tales for use in
the official Press—Notes. We
are grateful to these teachers
for having brought to the notice of
the public and the Government
the correct state of affairs, thus
contributing to the speedy insti-
tution of a judicial inquiry into
the incident. If ‘Satyameva Jayate’
is the motto of our state, the
Government too, no less than the
public and the students, should
compliment rather than frown
upon them. What followed July
4 at Goreswar and elsewhere is

deplorable and tragic. For these
unfortunate  happenings, we all
deeply feel. But if the spectre of

Goreswar is haunting the official
conscience, it is no reason why

Cotton College should be deprived
of its due. It is notfair to try to
exorcise that spectre by making
scapegoats of Cotton College, its
teachers or students. It is our
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earnest hope that the Education
Minister and other authorities will
realise that We, at Cotton College,
have cause enough to labour under
a sense of grievous wrong, and
therefore deserve due appreciation
of otir view-point by our popular
Government.

An apology :

We owe an apology to the
Cottonians, ,for the unavoidable
delay in publication of the ‘Cotto-
nian.” It was an extraordinary
time in which the present editor
had to see through the publication
of this magazine. He had to contact
the guest  writers as well
as the press. Naturally, when the
whole sky was cast with gloom

and darkness, the printing-work
of this magazine was bound to

Publisifei by Shri

suffer at various stages. Never-
theless, thanks to our Profs-in-
charge and my student-friends,
who lent their valuable services in.
the publication of this magazine,
it has come out of the press at
last. We also like to appreciate
the spirit of Cottonians, who did
not raise any murmur of dissati-
sfaction in this connection. We are
immensely grateful to Dr. K. N.
Sarma, Superintendent of the Mess
No- 2 where the editor resides, for
granting him certain privileges
throughout the period of printing
We are also quite aware that in-
numerable mistakes might have
crept up in the article, and the
lay-out of the magazine might not
have come upto the standard, yet
we hope, our readers shall excuse
us for all these lapses on our part.

Gangapada Choudhuty, Editor, Cottonian, and
Printed by P. K. Taluhdar at the Labanya Press,

Gauhati.
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